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The Committee on Membership Meetings met in person at the ALA Annual Conference in Las 

Vegas on Friday, June 27.  The committee members present discussed a full agenda that included the 

following: 

 

• De-briefing on the Virtual Membership Meeting held on Thursday, June 5, 2014.  ALA staff had 

shared with the committee the survey results from participants in the meeting.  It was noted 

that while registration and attendance were both lower than in the previous year, respondents 

were overwhelmingly positive about the meeting experience. 

• Last minute publicity and logistics for the membership meeting to be held on Saturday, June 28.  

Committee members were delegated to distribute flyers and walk through the conference 

facilities with signs advertising the event.  Others were assigned to track quorum at the event. 

• The chair shared talking points from the Executive Board liaison, who was unable to attend the 

meeting.  No questions about the talking points came forward during the meeting. 

 

The membership meeting took place the next day.  In the absence of any resolutions from ALA 

members, most of the allocated time was devoted to a discussion on diversity, equity, and inclusion as 

led by a co-chair of the presidential task force on that issue.  Committee members noted that one 

speaker at a microphone was critical of the degree to which publicity of the discussion topic was 

handled.  While the meeting proceeded, members tracked quorum.  At its peak, attendance was at 92.  

By the final minutes of the meeting, there were 74 members remaining. 

 

The committee has had a successful year, staging the virtual and in-person membership 

meetings.  The committee met at Midwinter and at Annual and also joined together in conference calls 

in between the two.  Members took advantage of the e-mail distribution list to share thoughts as well.  

Though each of us has had inevitable conflicts that sometimes made scheduling calls and meeting 

participation difficult, the committee as a whole worked well together. 

 



Mike Marlin takes over as committee chair, and I look forward to the upcoming year, working 

with him and those committee members who are returning or joining.  Great thanks for all their work to 

the members for 2013-2014, and especially to Lois Ann Gregory-Wood and Ron Jankowski. 

 

On behalf of the committee members listed below, 

 

Peter Hepburn 

Committee chair, 2013-2014 
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