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Schedule Of Events
Master of Ceremonies

San Diego County Library Director
José A. Aponte

Welcome by Master of Ceremonies                                            José Aponte  
Reading        Maya Soetero-Ng & Yuyi Morales
Reading                                Jordan Flaherty
Reading                  The Neighborhood Story Project
Conclusion by Master of Ceremonies & Book Signing          José Aponte

Special thanks to Candlewick Press (Booth #1023) for their support of Yuyi 
Morales’ and Maya Soetoro-Ng’s participation. 
Special thanks to Haymarket Books (Booth #1255) for their support of Jordan 
Flaherty’s participation. 

About Many Voices
Many Voices, One Nation began as an initiative of ALA Past Presi-
dent Carol Brey-Casiano.  The 2005 Initiative generated a “nation’s 
booklist”, a nationwide celebration of reading entitled Many Voic-
es, One Nation, One Night @ your library® held for the first time 
on Monday, April 11, 2005 during National Library Week, and the 
first Many Voices, One Nation literary event held at the ALA 2005 
Annual Conference in Chicago. This year’s Many Voices highlights 
journalism and literary arts in New Orleans.  Through Gale’s gen-
erous sponsorship, Many Voices, One Nation is free to conference 
attendees. 



Many Voices, One Nation Authors & Performers
José A. Aponte
José Aponte is the director of the San Diego County 
Library system. His mother, a library administrator, 
planted the seeds of his thirty-two year career in librar-
ies when she gave him his first job (at the age of eight) 
reading stories to children who could not read. In 2002, 
Aponte received a White House appointment to the 
Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries Advisory 
Council and in 2004 a Presidential appointment to the 
National Commission on Libraries and Information Sciences. Aponte received 
the REFORMA 2004 Trejo Librarian of the Year Award for “outstanding library 
work, locally and nationwide…and the promotion of Latino culture”.  

Maya Soetero-Ng
Maya Soetoro-Ng says that Ladder to the Moon was 
inspired by her young daughter Suhaila’s questions 
about her late grandmother, Ann Dunham, who is 
mother to Maya as well as to President Barack Obama. 
Born in Jakarta, Indonesia, the author later moved with 
her family to Honolulu. She has traveled extensively, 
speaks Spanish and Indonesian, and has a long and rich 
background in cultures and education.  After attend-
ing Barnard College and the University of Hawai’i, she 
was awarded a master’s degree in secondary education 
from New York University. From 1996 to 2000, she taught at and developed 
curriculum for public middle schools in Manhattan. She then moved back to 
Hawaii to pursue her PhD in international comparative education; she also 
taught at a charter public school and a girls’ high school. Maya Soetoro-Ng 
is currently an education specialist for the East-West Center, where she facili-
tates educational exchange and cross-cultural understanding between Asia 
and the United States. She is also a lecturer at the University of Hawai’i’s Col-
lege of Education, where she teaches multicultural education and the history 
of education. She lives with her husband and two daughters in Honolulu. 

Yuyi Morales
Since emigrating from Mexico in 1994, Yuyi Morales 
has drawn strongly from her Mexican heritage to cre-
ate some of the most celebrated books for children. As 
a Spanish-speaking immigrant and new mother, she 
struggled with English and with her sense of loneliness 
in the foreign culture. Taking solace in public libraries, 
she practiced English with her son by reading children’s 

books. In her library visits, she found a renewed interest in stories, inspiring 
her to enroll in evening writing classes to learn how to tell stories in English. 
She also bought her first set of paints and brushes and, while studying the 
picture books she loved, began learning how to paint. Less than a decade 
later, the self-taught artist’s illustrations for Kathleen Krull’s Harvesting Hope: 
The Story of Cesar Chavez skyrocketed her work to the top of best-books-of-
the-year lists. Her artwork also earned her a Pura Belpré Honor, as well as a 
Christopher Award and a Jane Addams Award. The first author-illustrator to 
be recognized by the Pura Belpré Committee three times for her work, Yuyi 
Morales now lives with her husband and teenage son in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, where she continues to create acclaimed books for children.

Jordan Flaherty
Jordan Flaherty is a writer and community organiz-
er based in New Orleans. In addition to his award-
winning post-Katrina journalism, he was the first 
journalist to write about the Jena Six case. He has 
produced news segments for Al-Jazeera, TeleSur, 
and Democracy Now! and appeared as a guest on 
CNN’s American Morning, Anderson Cooper 360, 
CNN Headline News, GRITtv, Keep Hope Alive with Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
and National Public Radio. Floodlines: Community and Resistance from Katrina 
to the Jena Six is his first book. 

The Neighborhood Story Project
In 2004, the Neighborhood Story Project 
was founded by Rachel Breunlin and Abram 
Himelstein as a book-making project based in 
the neighborhoods where they live and work.  
Following their mission, “Our stories told by us,” 
they work with writers in neighborhoods around 
New Orleans to create books about their com-
munities.  The NSP is a 501 C3 tax-exempt or-
ganization in partnership with the University of 
New Orleans.

Abram Himelstein comes to the Neighbor-
hood Story Project by way of writing and publishing several books, including 
1998’s Tales of a Punk Rock Nothing. He has been teaching in New Orleans Pub-
lic Schools since 2001,while moonlighting on projects like the New Orleans 
Bookfair. He received his MFA from University of New Orleans in 2005. Abram 
is employed by the University of New Orleans, teaching in the College of Edu-
cation. At the NSP you’ll find Abram at work teaching writing, fundraising, and 
dealing with the printing and distribution of books.


