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Welcome & Approval of Minutes from ALA 2012 Midwinter Meeting  
Patricia Tumulty, Chair, COLA, welcomed the group.  

Introductions and Advocacy Initiatives  

• Kathleen Peiffer stated that ASCLA has been very involved with and supportive of 
Library Snapshot Day due to the face that one of the New Jersey founders of the 
initiative, Norma Blake, is their president.  They held a duct tape-marketing program at 
Annual that focused on low-cost, high-tech strategies.   

• W. Bede Mitchell mentioned LLAMA has webinars scheduled for the fall but is not 
currently working on any advocacy initiatives.   

• Judi Repman noted her participation in a mega AASL session on advocacy, which 
focused on how to advocate as the economy returns and how to improve AASL advocacy 
efforts by making it easier to find resources. They would also like to tap into using 
parents as advocates and have more schools implement a Library Snapshot Day. She also 
shared that in Nashville, TN, a student’s ID card also serves as their public library card, 
which she found to be a great idea.   

• Kristin Strohmeyer stated that LIRT voted to endorse the school libraries resolution 
during their meeting Saturday.  

• Latasha Baker, Committee on Diversity, shared that they are looking to fill the Director 
position in the Office for Diversity. She also participated in PLA’s Turning the Page 2.0 
and found the coursework challenging and worthwhile.   

• Aimee Fifarek noted that as LITA redefines itself she believes an initiative that highlights 
technology such as Library Snapshot Day could be a way to implement advocacy within 
the division.  

• Allison Cline stated that to raise awareness of the restrictive blocking of legitimate, 
educational websites and academically useful social networking tools in schools and 
school libraries, AASL has designated one day (Oct. 3) during Banned Books Week as 
Banned Websites Awareness Day.   

• Victoria Yarbrough mentioned PLA’s free advocacy online training course, Turning the 
Page 2.0 and that they plan to continue participation in ALA’s National Library 
Legislative Day. They have been in communication with the U.S. Department of Health 



and Human Services on their Head Start program and in April officially discussed a 
partnership between day care facilities and libraries.  

• Lynn Slawsky explained that they kicked off another Turning the Page 2.0 course at 
Annual and that the last session will begin in August.  They are waiting to see if a fee 
based course opportunity will be available after that but are planning to implement a 
train-the-trainer format to disperse the materials and would like this group’s assistance in 
spreading the word.    

• Matthew Wayman noted RUSA is not currently working on any advocacy initiatives but 
that he has been reappointed and hopes to change this in the coming year. Marci Merola 
added that she has spoken with RUSA staff member Liz Markel and that she plans to 
begin attending ACG conference calls/meetings to ensure a greater RUSA presence.   

• Beth Nawalinski stated that as of Sept. 4 ALTAFF will be United for Libraries. Susan 
Schmidt represented ALTAFF by holding a session (highlighted in Cognotes) at the 
Advocacy Corner. They are moving forward with a series of webinars on a variety of 
topics in fall and will be adding a course on intellectual freedom to the online trustee 
academy they offer. They are looking to partner with OLA and LLAMA on future 
initiatives/programs.  

• Dr. Sha Li Zhang, International Relations Committee (IRC) was not present at the 
meeting but sent notes to be included in these minutes. 430 international librarians 
attended Annual (with many also presenting at ALA programs) including International 
Federation of Library Associations & Institutions (IFLA) President, Ms. Ingrid Parent 
who spoke on the progress of IFLA’s key initiatives. Four library projects around the 
world were selected to receive 2012 ALA Presidential Citation for Innovative 
International Library Projects. The first issue of ALA International Direct e-newsletter 
went out on June 20 to increase communication. ALA has been able provide the support 
to reopen the Petit Goave Public Library in May, which had been without a library for 
over two years, since the earthquake in January 2010.  To date, ALA has raised over 
$60,000 to help reopen three libraries in Haiti. IRC recognized ALA leadership and their 
continued efforts in reaching out to colleagues around the world. President Molly 
Raphael spoke at the library conferences and events in Brazil, Mexico, and Canada.  
President-Elect Maureen Sullivan will focus her international activities on strengthening 
work with Sister Libraries program, exploring a partnership with the Peace Corps alumni 
association, and providing webinars for ALA’s international members. 

Judi Repman questioned ALA’s response to a recent negative Forbes article on Master 
degrees in Library and Information Science. Aimee Fifarek wondered if they took the fact 
that not all librarians work in a library into consideration, and noted that they did not cite 
their source. ACG members agreed this needed to be discussed at Annual and stated the 
importance of having someone outside the profession speak on behalf of libraries and sharing 
the personal stories from patrons in advocacy efforts in order to reframe the debate. Marci 
Merola explained that while ALA has numerous statistics to make the case for libraries, she 
in unsure they have information to directly respond to the information in this article. She will 
look into this and pass along any information to group members.  

Updates on Presidential Initiatives, School Library Campaign, COLA Projects 

ALA President-Elect Maureen Sullivan has asked that the 2011-2012 Presidential Task Force on 
School Libraries extend into her presidential year. Current co-chairs Pat Tumulty and Susan 
Ballard, President-Elect of AASL, have agreed to co-chair again. 2013-2014 ALA President 
Barbara Stripling will take an active role in this task force, as well. 



The Presidential Task Force on School Libraries proposed a resolution on school libraries at 
Council II. Councilors Sara Kelly Johns, AASL, and Cindy Czesak, CRC will be the mover and 
seconder, respectively. Marci Merola stated that the hope is this resolution will elevate the 
position of the task force. Pat Tumulty thanked ACG members for bringing the proposed 
resolution on school libraries to their groups for endorsement. Both her and Ballard believed it 
has been positively accepted across the association.  

Marci Merola stated that COLA sponsored three free webinars this past year as part of ALA 
President Molly Raphael’s Empowering Voices, Transforming Communities initiative.  

• On March 8, 2012, R. David Lankes and Barbara Stripling presented a “Transforming 
Libraries” webinar to stimulate conversation about harnessing the evolving role of 
libraries and strengthening the librarian’s voice to help shape community perception.  

• On May 10, 2012, Jos N. Holman led the "Engaging Communities through Controversy" 
webinar, which featured Diane McNutt and Jane Light, Silicon Valley Reads, describing 
this library’s "one book-one community" program in Santa Clara (Calif.) County. June 
Pinnell-Stephens, retired collection services manager, Fairbanks (Alaska) North Star 
Borough Public Library, shared success stories on how to get your community to “stop 
shouting and start talking” about intellectual freedom issues.  

• On June 8, 2012, ALA 2013-2014 ALA President Barbara Stripling hosted the "Passing 
the Community Engagement Baton: A Conversation with ALA President Molly Raphael 
& Incoming ALA President Maureen Sullivan" webinar which featured an unprecedented 
conversation among ALA leadership, focusing on the transition of presidential initiatives 
and a continued focus on civic engagement.  

Advocacy Corner Update   

In lieu of the Advocacy Institute preconference, COLA presented the Advocacy Corner on 
Saturday, June 23 from Noon to 4:30 p.m. and Sunday, June 24 from Noon to 3:30 p.m. at the 
ALA Membership Pavilion (#1939) on the exhibits floor during Annual. It consisted of 30-minute 
workshops, presentations, and Q&A sessions on advocacy issues and initiatives from around the 
association. The goal was to increase awareness of advocacy efforts, to create opportunities for 
one-on-one discussions and to generate interest in the larger conference among “exhibit-only” 
attendees.  

Saturday speakers and topics included: “February Should be Your Library Lovers Month,” Susan 
Schmidt (ALTAFF); “Influencing Opinion Leaders: Practical Strategies for Library Board 
Trustees,” Jenny Benedict (COLA); “Learn about Turning the Page 2.0, PLA’s free advocacy 
training program,” Lynn Slawsky and Stephanie Gerding (PLA); “National Statistics for Local 
Advocacy? You Betcha!”, Judy Hoffman (ORS); “Winning the Influence Game: 10 D.C. Insider 
Strategies for Making a Difference for Libraries,” Stephanie Vance (OGR); “Power of 
Persuasion,” Dr. Ken Haycock; “A Guided Tour of AASL’s Advocacy Resources,” Judi Repman 
(AASL); “Unleash Advocacy for Your Library,” Linden Renner and Joan S. Weeks (COLA); and 
“An Annual Grassroots Advocacy Campaign that Keeps Public $ Strong,” Peter Pearson 
(ALTAFF).  

Sunday speakers and topics included: “Keeping Public Libraries Public: What Advocacy by 
Librarians and Patrons did in California,” Cindy Singer; “Storytelling – Utilizing Time Tested 
Methods to Personalize Legislative Appeal,” James Pletz (ASCLA); “Emerging Leaders Seeking 
States to Host Librarians Build Communities,” Ingrid Abrams, Erin Davis, Eboni Dickerson, 
Jeffery Loo, and Coral Sheldon-Hess; “Louisiana Library Association‘s Legislative Days at the 



State Capitol,” Stephanie Braunstein and Melanie Sims (Chapter Relations Committee- CRC); 
“Speaking with One Voice: Tools & Strategies for Collaborative Communication,” Tiffany 
McClary (CRC); and “Committee Work that Works: Public Library Advocacy in Kentucky,” Lisa 
R. Rice. 

Over 200 Annual registrants marked the programs as of interest to them on the ALA Connect 
Conference Scheduler. While attendance was not as high as expected, we believe advocacy 
information was dispersed to a wide audience, Judy Hoffman was able to connect with someone 
on e-government initiatives and Lynn Slawsky registered a number of people for the Turning the 
Page 2.0 training. Those who did attend the various sessions were engaged and able to speak 
candidly with the experts.  

OLA will contact Advocacy Corner speakers to see if they would be interested in presenting their 
session as a webinar in an effort to begin planning a fall schedule and reach a larger audience. W. 
Bede Mitchell suggested researching recording the sessions to be viewed online or as part of 
ALA’s virtual conference. Judi Repman agreed and noted that AASL held an “un-conference” for 
those members who couldn’t make it onsite and streamed live video of programs online. Since all 
advocacy corner attendees signed in, it was suggested we conduct a survey post Annual to get 
feedback for future planning purposes.  

Pat Tumulty stated she would like to continue the advocacy corner and thought it was a great 
model and lineup. Kristin Strohmeyer agreed and noted the location and duration of the event 
allowed attendees to easily fit it into their schedule. She questioned if the event would be affected 
by the new road map for conference and Marci Merola stated it would not be. While conference 
was shortened by one day, ALA is simply trying to streamline the location and schedule of events 
to make it easier to attend programs of interest.  

Webinar Planning 

OLA is working on two webinars for the fall. One will be co-sponsored by ALA’s Office for 
Research and Statistics and highlight their Public Library Funding & Technology Access Study. 
Marci Merola also mentioned that the “Ask the Advocate” webinar was quite successful and 
thought holding a similar style webinar again would be beneficial to our members. It is a great 
way to reach potential advocates that are unaware of the resources available to them.  

New Business and Next Steps 

• Lynn Slawsky stated that PLA asked their conference attendees to submit videos of their 
experience 6 months after attending and suggested OLA could solicit videos on what 
advocacy efforts in order to highlight great initiatives going on. Pat Tumulty agreed that 
going forward this group should investigate ways to engage our members and noted that 
YALSA currently highlights an advocacy star of the week on their website and 
implementing something similar on our pages might be a great way to get started. 
Victoria Yarbrough explained that many people, including supervisors, are unaware of 
what exactly advocacy means and this would be a great way to show that it does not 
necessarily mean going to Capitol Hill to lobby but give ideas on easy ways to make the 
case on a local level.  

• Pat Tumulty mentioned she would like continued support for the Library Snapshot Day 
initiative by the group and feels it a great advocacy tool that is easy to implement. She 



also noted that group members should subscribe for ALA’s Washington Office mobile 
commons text-messaging advocacy service. The new interactive mobile tool allows 
library advocates to instantly connect to their representatives via email.  

• A conference call will be scheduled for August and group members will be notified of the 
date and time shortly.  


