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#THEFUTURE OFLIBRARIES
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, LIBRARIES ARE FOCUSED ON THE FUTURE.

You can feel the momentum – the energy and excitement of change – 

when you walk into any library – public, school, academic or research. 

Libraries have doubled down on democracy, opening their doors wide 

to welcome and guide people as they search for a job, healthcare, a 

good read, or the resources to 

implement the next great idea. 

Academic libraries are reaching 

out to students with innovative 

ways to master the informa-

tion skills required to thrive in 

the 21st century. Strong school 

library programs with certified 

school librarians ensure their 

students have the best chance 

to succeed.

New collaborative spaces are 

joining books, computers and 

digital content to help libraries 

reinvent themselves, engage 

their community and build a 

new definition of the library as 

the center of every community 

across the country.
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#THEFUTURE OFLIBRARIES
This sea-change in 

libraries, created by 

the perfect storm of 

economic fall-out and 

digital acceleration,  

has been navigated  

by the American  

Library Association’s 

responsive action. ALA 

is harnessing emerging 

trends, promoting innovative techniques for librarians to shape their future 

and tapping into the best minds in the world to address emerging issues.

WANT TO SEE THE FUTURE OF LIBRARIES? IT’S IN YOUR HANDS.
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: Libraries. The word is taking on a whole new connotation today. in just a few 

short years, the profession has instigated a seismic shift in how America views its 
libraries. Americans agree with us that libraries are awesome.

When no one else would or could, libraries stepped up during the economic crisis 
and met communities where they needed help. Along the way, librarians and support 
staff saw a side of their communities – new people, new issues, new thinking – that 
required them to respond in unexpected ways. Faced with these unprecedented 
challenges, they turned to the American Library Association for help.

As school libraries were besieged by budget cuts and archaic thinking about their 
role in learning, they turned to the American Library Association to champion their 
critical role in education.

When college and university libraries were put under pressure to demonstrate 
their value in light of shrinking budgets and the pervasive use of technology, they 
turned to the American Library Association to help rethink their role on campus. 

Through the nation’s most turbulent years in recent history, the American Library 
Association has led a transformative effort to redefine the role of libraries in America. 
Today, the Association is embarking on an historic course of action that will help 
define the future of libraries and in the process, help define the future of communities 
and our nation.

The three pillars of this work are Advocacy, information Policy, and Professional 
and Leadership Development. 

At ALA’s 2015 Midwinter Meeting – ALA announced A National Public Policy 
Agenda for Libraries and the Policy Revolution! Initiative. “Libraries are in a 
revolution fueled by rapid advances in technology, and thus the roles, capabilities, 
and expectations of libraries are changing rapidly. To date, however, investment 
in libraries has lagged [behind] the opportunities they present,” according to the 
draft report.

The Agenda is designed to be a tool for library leaders to shape the public conversation 
about the role of libraries including access, funding, education, digital literacy,  
employment and health.

The librarian of the future is learning today how to deliver on a whole new skill set 
of tools and services and we are attracting a stronger, more diverse team of individuals 
who can be the agents of change that America’s libraries demand.

For example, the pilot Career Development Facilitator Program, with 22 states 
participating, provides comprehensive training in specific facets of career planning 
and job searching – a huge demand by library patrons today. 

LIBRARIES
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THE COLLECTIVE IMPACT OF LIBRARIES
A Special Presidential Task Force on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion, spearheaded 

by ALA immediate Past President Barbara Stripling and ALA President Courtney 

L. Young, is working hard to improve our knowledge of and access to diversity 

resources from across the Association. 

And the future of libraries? 

The Center for the Future of Libraries is creating a master resource for library 

planners and policymakers who are thinking about the future of libraries. A new 

web site includes a “trend library” that offers information on developing trends, 

why they matter to libraries and where to find the resources that explain and 

explore their significance. 

A growing trend is Collective impact, a new model of 

community engagement. Libraries and librarians are  

frequently considered front-line collaborators for projects 

that address big social issues: literacy, education, jobs and 

health. Today, ALA is providing leadership for libraries to 

participate in these projects that include funding, staffing, 

and partnership issues.

it is an extraordinary time for America’s libraries, America’s 

librarians, support staff, and the American Library Association. 

We could not embark on this ambitious course of action 

without the ongoing support from you, our supporters 

– the individuals, members, corporations, foundations, 

government agencies and organizations – whose collective 

impact will help us shape the future of our country in the 

coming years.

The future is an exciting place. This annual report  
will show you what we mean.

Courtney L. Young 
ALA President

Keith Michael Fiels
ALA Executive Director
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LOOKiNG OUTWARD – 
     SCHOOL LIBRARIANS

Schools with a strong school library program and a certified school librarian 

ensure their students have the best chance to succeed. Our children’s education 

and readiness for the workforce is in peril as school library budgets and school 

librarians are cut. ALA wants to ensure excellence for every student by  

demanding a school library with a certified school librarian in every school.

CREATING COALITIONS: SCHOOL LIBRARIANS PARTNER 
WiTH PARENTS, TEACHERS TO FORGE NEW PATH

As a second-year librarian, Daniel Mauchley wasn’t 
sure what he’d bring to the classroom, especially 
for only an hour a day, two or three days a week, 
floating from school to school. 

“it’s been a maturing vision for me,” says Mauchley, 
one of seven school librarians tasked with serving the 
15 elementary schools, three junior high schools, 
and three high schools in the city of Ogden, Utah. 
Nestled against the Wasatch Mountain Range, 
about 35 miles south of Salt Lake City, Ogden is a 
“town on the upswing,” as one resident suggested, 
but also a modern mix of new economic development 
and old inner-city problems.

At first, i was really nervous,” he says. “i’m going 
into veteran teachers’ classrooms, saying, ‘Hey, i’ve 
got something to offer you.” 

Then, he spent four weeks with 3rd graders 
studying the moon. 

“Just showing them a video, they soaked it up,” 
Mauchley says. “They wrote a class song and  
free-verse poetry.”

And, on family night, more than 400 parents 
pressed into one of the district’s Title 1 schools to 
see what their kids had been raving about.

“it was their biggest family night in a long time,” 
Mauchley says. “And teachers told us, ‘We probably 
wouldn’t have done all that without the extra help 
from the librarians.” 

it also wouldn’t have been possible without  
infuriating about 550 parents in the Ogden School 
District, which blindsided the community last 
year with a proposal to eliminate certified school 
librarians in 20 of the 21 district schools. instead, 
the district proposed hiring two certified school 
librarians to manage all the district’s libraries and 
two part-time staff assistants for each of the  
20 schools. 

“As parents, we were so frustrated. it was such an 
obvious blunder,” says Heather Turner, a work-at-
home mom, whose children, Joseph, 7, and  
Joshua, 6, attend Bonneville Elementary, another 
Title 1 school in the district. 

School librarian 
Dan Mauchley 
works with  
3rd graders at 
James Madison 
Elementary 
on a project 
about the moon. 
More than 400 
people came 
to family night 
when the  
students 
presented 
their projects. 
(Ogden School 
District) 
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For Turner and the scores of other parents who 
objected, the plan didn’t make sense, even if (as 
the district argued) it would save $930,000 of a 
$2.7 million budget shortfall. 

“All of the data points to the fact that schools  
with certified librarians have students who perform 
better on their test scores than students [in 
schools without librarians],” Turner says. “i don’t 
understand how they chose to ignore those facts 
in favor of a budget line. it’s so obvious to all of 
us. We said, ‘This is not okay. What can we do to 
support our librarians and make a change?” 

Parents flooded school board meetings and held a 
bake sale. They also started a petition on Change.
org, gathering signatures by sending it to friends on 
Facebook, spreading the word at school pick-ups, 
and talking about it with people at church. 
“Most [people in the community] didn’t know what 
was happening,” Turner says. “And they were really 
sad to hear that Ogden was giving in and letting go 
of its librarians, because we had stood out in the 
state by keeping our librarians. They say it comes 
down to the funding, but i think it comes down to 
allocating those funds. You fund your priorities.”

INSTRUCTIONAL PARTNERS

Ogden’s school librarians have considered  
themselves instructional partners for years, district 
librarian Shelly Ripplinger says. But plans to decimate 
the district’s school libraries motivated them to 
become advocates—for themselves. 

The Ogden school librarians stood shoulder to 
shoulder with parents at standing-room-only board 
meetings. They spoke to parent-teacher associa-
tions and reporters for local newspaper articles. And 
ultimately, they won a “one-time” money allotment 
to fund a staff assistant and seven certified school 
librarians, who would float throughout the district to 
maintain a skeleton school library staff. 

“We were left to decide how to configure that,” 
Ripplinger says. “We chose to design our plan 
around certified librarians as instructional partners 
to show the value of certified librarians.” Specifically, 
it was decided that the seven remaining school 
librarians could best be used in the classroom, 
rather than stocking shelves and checking out 
books. “We also came to the conclusion that the 
role of a certified librarian is essential at all grade 
levels, from kindergarten through 12th grade,” 
Ripplinger adds, so all of the schools get time with 
the librarians. 

The approach might seem radical for some, especially  
those who question the need for elementary 
school librarians at all. But, Turner argues, that 
would be a mistake. “For me, elementary school is 

the most critical time,” she says. “it sets the tone 
for all future learning. Our kids, either they have 
certified librarians who know how to explain the 
process of seeking out books that match their 
interest and reading level—which takes more than 
a teacher’s aide, quite frankly—or they’re missing 
that part of the foundation.” 

Vincent Ardizzone, principal at James Madison 
Elementary, agrees. 

As beginning readers, Ardizzone argues, elementary 
school students need more support from school 
librarians than people realize. By having the  
floating librarians in the classrooms for the past 
year, more of his 560 students got “crucial  
one-on-one time” with teachers and school librarians 
than ever before—a huge asset at a school where 
Spanish is the primary language for at least  
80% of the students. 

in fact, Ardizzone says, he sees opportunities for 
more than librarian-assisted reading development, 
particularly with writing, which Ardizzone argues 
would bolster reading comprehension. 

“We’re going to grow the relationship based on 
that need,” says Ardizzone, who was already at 

Superintendent 
Brad Smith 
listens to public 
comment during 
the Ogden 
School District 
board meeting. 
A compromise 
was reached 
and funding 
was allocated 
to retain seven 
floating district 
positions for the 
following year. 
(Standard- 
Examiner,  
standard.net) 

Parents of students in the Ogden School District held bake 
sales, distributed a petition through social media, and 
spread the word to other parents at school pick-ups and 
community gatherings. (Standard-Examiner, standard.net) 
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LOOKiNG OUTWARD – SCHOOL LiBRARiANS

work in summer 2014 to devise a writing program 
with librarians as co-teachers. “i’m excited to see 
it. i want to be part of it. i want to see the impact. 
i know this year it has had an impact, and it will 
continue to have an impact. We have seen some 
huge changes already.”

One of those changes was reported by Jessica 
Namovicz, a teacher at James Madison Elementary, 
who says that working with school librarians took 
her ability to teach writing to a whole new level 
last year. “They can be used as teachers and as 
collaborators to help us and reinforce whatever 
we’re doing in the classroom,” says Namovicz, who 
worked with school librarians on a new research 
writing workshop for her 6th-grade students. 
“They can actually be in the classroom with us, 
and maybe they can teach us something that we 
haven’t even touched on. i wish we could get  
more than 30 minutes once a week.”

REAPING THE BENEFITS

in the middle grades, Ripplinger says, teachers 
found that their collaborations with librarians 
helped students develop and reinforce essential 
skills, like researching beyond Google and effectively 
presenting and expressing their results. 

That’s an exciting development for parents like 
Turner. “information technology is such a focus  
in our society now,” she says. “it’s critical that  
our students understand how to identify and  
know what a reliable source is for their information.” 
School librarians are uniquely qualified to  
teach that. 

At Ogden High School, school librarians worked 
with teacher Jaci Durtschi on a mock Congress 
and model United Nations. That challenged the 
nearly 200 students in her regular and Advanced 
Placement classes to use their reading, writing, 
and researching skills, and it also pushed them to 
develop new skill sets like using Google Drive. “i 
never thought of using that,” Durtschi says. “The 
librarians suggested it, and they’ve been able to 
teach it. it’s really kind of creating new ideas.” 

it’s also laying the foundation for a transition 
from the classroom to the workplace. “i feel really 
strongly that the skills we teach the kids have to 
be transferable into jobs,” she says. “Students 
can’t get away with just knowing facts anymore; 
the jobs they have won’t be just facts. They need 
skills like working in a team, writing, and analyzing 
and presenting ideas. Those are skills the librarians 
have been helping me develop.” 

Durtschi hopes to collaborate with librarians on a 
project-based learning model to help high school 
students better prepare for work in the real world. 
And Ripplinger says it seems like the district is on 
board. Earlier this year, the school librarians were 
asked to develop a five-year strategic plan for  
the district. 

it’s an opportunity Ripplinger never expected, 
especially after her team was torn apart. But, she 
says, the transition to a floating, flexible library 
system has been a good thing for her district. 

“Working with teachers and co-teaching is better 
for students,” she says. “And doing what’s best for 
the students, that’s really what it comes down to.”

Coalition Partners was a featured article in the America Libraries digital supplement, “School 
Libraries Transform Learning,” produced in partnership with American Association of School 
Libraries (AASL). The supplement is available in ebook format and as a downloadable PDF at 
www.ala.org/aasl/transforming.

School librarian  
Katie Kilts 
(right) and 
classroom 
teacher  
Jacilyn Durtschi 
co-teach Ogden 
High School 
students in a 
mock Congress 
activity. (Ogden 
School District)

CREATING COALITIONS CONT’D
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75TH ANNIVERSARY OF LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS

At the 1939 ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco, the ALA Council adopted the  

Library Bill of Rights, echoing the spirit of a document from the Des Moines Public  

Library in 1938. This document, refreshed in 1944, 1948, 1961, 1967, 1980 and 1996,  

remains the library profession’s  

major policy document on  

intellectual freedom. 

The Library Bill of Rights serves 

as a foundational document for 

libraries of all types, affirming 

the right of all members of our 

communities to have equitable 

and uncensored access to  

information and ideas.

LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS

The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information 

and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their services.

I. Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, 

and enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials 

should not be excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those  

contributing to their creation.

II. Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points of view  

on current and historical issues. Materials should not be proscribed or removed 

because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.

III. Libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to 

provide information and enlightenment.

IV. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting 

abridgment of free expression and free access to ideas.

V. A person’s right to use a library should not be denied or abridged because of  

origin, age, background, or views.

VI. Libraries which make exhibit spaces and meeting rooms available to the public 

they serve should make such facilities available on an equitable basis, regardless  

of the beliefs or affiliations of individuals or groups requesting their use.
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HAPPY 75TH ANNIVERSARY ACRL!

The Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL), a division of ALA, is the higher  

education association for librarians and other interested individuals. ACRL is the largest 

division of ALA and currently has a membership of more than 12,000 members, accounting 

for nearly 20% of the total ALA membership. ACRL is dedicated to enhancing the ability of 

academic library and information professionals to serve the information needs of the higher 

education community and to improve learning, teaching, and research.

Inception 1889
At the ALA Annual Conference in St. Louis, 13 
college librarians recommend that a college 
library section be formed within ALA. 

1940
The ALA Council recognizes 
ACRL as ALA’s first division 
on May 31, 1940. 

Phineas L. Windsor serves 
as the first president of 
ACRL as a division.

1942
Mabel L. Conat becomes  
the first female president 
of ACRL.

1947
N. Orwin Rush, the librarian
of Clark University, is
hired as the first ACRL
executive director.

1957
ACRL publishes the “Standards for 
College Libraries.”

1971
The ACRL Board approves the “Standards 
for Faculty Status for College and University 
Libraries,” and the corollary “Joint Statement 
on Faculty Status of College and University 
Librarians” is drafted in partnership  
with the American Association of  
Colleges and the American Association  
of University Professors.

1971
Joseph Henry Reason  
becomes first African American 
president of ACRL.

1974
ACRL develops the Academic Library internship 
for Administrators of Black College Libraries, 
an internship program for librarians of  
predominantly black institutions, underwritten 
by $350,000 in grants from the Andrew W. 
Mellon Foundation. During the four-year  
period of the program, 25 librarians from 
predominantly black institutions of higher 
education served as management interns at 
nationally known academic libraries.

1976
Louise Giles serves as the 
first female African American 
president of ACRL.

1978
The ACRL Academic/
Research Librarian of the 

Year Award, now sponsored by YBP Library 
Services, is established. Keyes D. Metcalf and 
Robert B. Downs were the first recipients.

The first ACRL Conference in Boston attracts 
2,065 attendees.

1998
ACRL begins an annual  
survey and publication,  
Academic Library Trends and 
Statistics, a comprehensive 
data gathering effort  
including all types of  
academic libraries in the 
United States and Canada.

LOOKiNG OUTWARD
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1999
ACRL partners with the Harvard 
University Graduate School of 
Education to offer an annual 
5-day leadership institute for 
academic and research librarians.

The first ACRL information 
Literacy immersion Program 
is offered at Plattsburgh State 
University of New York.

2000
ACRL publishes “information Literacy Competency 
Standards for Higher Education” which were 
endorsed by the American Association of Higher 
Education and the Council of independent Colleges.

ACRL receives a $150,000 National 
Leadership grant from the institute 
of Museum and Library Services to 
develop tools and training to help 
librarians better assess student 
learning outcomes in information 
literacy courses.

ACRL Excellence in Academic Libraries Award 
is established with support from Blackwell’s 
Book Services and now YBP Library Services to 
recognize outstanding community college, college, 
and university libraries. The first recipients 
were North Carolina State University Libraries, 
Wellesley College Library, and The College of 
DuPage Library.

2003
The ACRL Board establishes the (ACRL Dr. E. J.) 
Josey Spectrum Scholar Mentor Committee in 2003 
to provide conference programs on mentoring, 
recruit and maintain a pool of academic and 
research librarians to serve as mentors to ALA 
Spectrum Scholars.

2006
ACRL partners with the Association of Research 

Libraries to offer the first institute on Scholarly 
Communication.

2010
ACRL embarks on a multi-year 
Value of Academic Libraries 
initiative, and commissions a 
research report, The Value  
of Academic Libraries  
Comprehensive Research 
Review and Report.

ACRL releases “Futures 
Thinking for Academic Li-
brarians: Higher Education in 
2025,” a report prompting academic librarians 
to consider what trends may impact the future 
of higher education in order to take strategic 
action now.

2012
The institute of Museum and Library Services 
awards the association $249,330 for the project 
“Assessment in Action (AiA): Academic Libraries 
and Student Success.” The grant supports 
ACRL, in partnership with the Association for 
institutional Research and the Association of 
Public and Land-grant Universities, in developing 
a program to strengthen the competencies  
of librarians in campus leadership and  
data-informed advocacy.

2015
ACRL publishes  
the “Framework  
for information 
Literacy for Higher 
Education.”
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LET’S CELEBRATE: 45TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE  
CORETTA SCOTT KING BOOK AWARDS

The Coretta Scott King Book Award was founded 

in 1969 by Mabel McKissick and Glyndon Greer at 

the ALA Annual Conference in Atlantic City, New 

Jersey. They are given annually to outstanding 

African American authors and illustrators of books 

for children and young adults that demonstrate 

an appreciation of African American culture and 

universal human values. The award commemorates 

the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 

honors his wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, for her 

courage and determination to continue the work 

for peace and world brotherhood. The award is 

administered by the Ethnic and Multicultural  

Exchange Round Table (EMiERT).

The first award was given to Lillie 

Patterson in 1970 for her biography, 

Martin Luther King, Jr.: Man of 

Peace (Garrard). The Coretta 

Scott King Book Awards have 

grown to include several categories. 

in 1974, George Ford became 

the first illustrator to receive the 

award for Ray Charles (Crowell).  The John Steptoe Award for New  

Talent (originally the Genesis Award) was established in 1995 to recognize 

exceptional work from new African American authors and illustrators. The first Steptoe 

Award was given to Sharon Draper for Tears of a Tiger (Simon & Schuster).  in 2010, the 

committee established the Coretta Scott King – Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime 

Achievement to be given alternately to an author or illustrator and a practitioner.  The first 

Hamilton Award recipients were Walter Dean Myers (2010) and Henrietta M. Smith (2011).

LOOKiNG OUTWARD
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2014 AWARD WINNERS 

2014 Author Award Winner 
Rita Williams-Garcia, author of PS. 
Be Eleven published by Amistad, an 
imprint of HarperCollins Publishers. 

2014 Author Honors 
John Lewis and Andrew Aydin, authors of March: Book 
One, illustrated by Nate Powell, and published by Top 
Shelf Productions. 

Walter Dean Myers, authors of Darius & Twig, published 
by Amistad, an imprint of HarperCollins Publisher. 

Nikki Grimes, author of Words with Wings, published by 
WordSong, an imprint of Highlights. 

2014 Illustrator Honor 

2014 Illustrator Award Winner 
Bryan Collier, illustrator of 
Knock knock: my dad's dream 
for me illustrated by Bryan 
Collier and published by Little, 
Brown and Company, Hachette 

Book Group. 

Kadir Nelson, illustrator and author of Nelson Mandela, 
published by Katherine Tegen Books, an imprint of 
HarperCollins Publishers. 

2014 John Steptoe Award for New Talent 
Theodore Taylor Ill, illustrator of When the beat was born: 
DJ Kool Herc and the creation of hip hop written by Laban 
Carrick Hill and published by Roaring Brook Press, 
a division of Holtzbrinck Publishing Holdings 
Limited Partnership. 

11 
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#ALA AND ADVOCACY
ALA and its members work with libraries, the broader library community and 

members of the public to advocate for the value of libraries and for public  

support for libraries of all types at the local, state, federal and international  

level. This work includes a broad continuum of activities, including raising public 

awareness of the value of libraries, training and supporting library advocates,  

advancing legislation and policies that support information and library services 

in all types of libraries, and effectively responding to specific opportunities  

and threats. 

LIBRARIES ARE THE GREAT EQUALIZER

IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY

Continuing to push conversations 

to address the dearth of diversity 

reflected in children’s literature- both 

content and by creators’ action, 

ALSC released a white paper titled 

The Importance of Diversity in Library 

Programs and Material Collections 

for Children authored by Jamie 

Campbell Naidoo, PhD, and adopted 

by the ALSC Board of Directors. 

The paper explores the critical role 

libraries play in helping children make cross-cultural connections 

and calls for libraries to include diversity in programming and 

materials for children as an important piece in meeting the needs 

of their community. As follow up, ALSC, in collaboration with the 

Children’s Book Council, planned and brought together leaders in 

children’s literature, literacy, and youth-serving organizations in 

January 2015 for Day of Diversity: Dialogue and Action in Children’s 

Literature and Library Programming. This full-day event focused 

on strategies for increasing diversity awareness within the publishing 

and library communities and ensuring that all children have  
access to diverse literature and library programming. 

The importance 

of ensuring that 

our children have 

access to literature 

that reflects the 

diversity and  

common plurality 

of our world cannot 

be overstated.  

- ALSC President  
   Ellen Riordan
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DIA

ALSC released new Building STEAM with Día book lists for children from birth to 8th grade. 

intended to accompany El día de los niños/El día de los libros (Día) programming, the four 

book lists are comprised of multicultural titles that showcase STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Art, and Math) topics. The four Building STEAM with Día book lists are available 

for children from birth to Pre-K, kindergarten to 2nd grade, 3rd to 5th grade and 6th to 8th 

grade. PDFs of the reading lists are available online in full color and are free to download, 

copy and distribute. Día Family Book Clubs and Building STEAM with Día programs were 

made possible through grants from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation.

The United States Board on Books for Young People (USB-

BY) presented their prestigious 2014 Bridge to Understand-

ing Award to the Día Family Book Club, a project of ALSC.  

This project introduces books about diverse cultures from 

around the world to children and families through a series 

of book discussions. in the two years of its existence, the 

Día Family Book Club has succeeded in involving libraries 

nationwide, and thus children and families nationwide, in 

book sharing and discussion.

SOCIAL JUSTICE COLLABORATORIUM

ALA and ALiSE (Association for Library and information Science Education) united 

to create the Social Justice Collaboratorium (SJC), a global online resource dedicated 

to bridging research pathways between LiS (library and information science) and 

social justice. Led by ALA Spectrum Doctoral Fellows RaShauna Brannon, LaVerne 

Gray, Miraida Morales, Mario H. Ramirez and Elnora Tayaq, the SJC will bring together 

practitioners and educators doing social justice 

work to learn how libraries can close both the 

information and class divide. 

The Spectrum Doctoral Fellowship Program 

seeks to reinforce and expand efforts to re-

cruit racially and ethnically diverse individuals 

to the LiS professorate. in 2006, with funding 

from the institute of Museum and Library 

Services and in partnership with the University of Pittsburgh, ALA launched the Leaders Wanted: Spectrum 

Doctoral Fellowship Program and oversaw the recruitment of twelve doctoral candidates. Under the 

current project, ALA continues its efforts and is partnering with participating academic programs to 

support six doctoral fellows in the attainment of their degree.

CELEBRATE GLBT BOOK MONTH™ IN JUNE

Taking note of the fact the GLBT books have contributed to the gay/lesbian/

bisexual/transgender experience and mirror the growth of the GLBT publishing 

industry, ALA proclaimed June as GLBT Book Month. 
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FERGUSON PUBLIC LIBRARY HONORED

ALA acknowledged the actions of the staff of the Ferguson Municipal Public Library by 
passing a resolution commending the Library for serving the community in a time of 
crisis at the 2015 Midwinter Meeting in Chicago, iL*.  

The resolution states that “the library staff at Ferguson Municipal Public Library…  
exemplified the library profession’s core values of service and the public good during 
a time of civil unrest that began immediately following the shooting death of Michael 
Brown in August 2014.”

The staff of the Ferguson Municipal Public Library 
anticipated the needs of its community by providing 

peaceful, quiet space and time amidst the political turmoil that had 
been taking place within the city. During August and November 
2014, the library remained open and provided space for teachers to 
hold classes while the Ferguson-Florissant School District closed. 
Library staff created special programming and educational experiences 
for the students and supported its community by hosting the US 
Small Business Administration so they could provide emergency 
loans, the office of the US Secretary of State to provide document 
recovery and preservation services and the Missouri Department of 
insurance to help local businesses file for insurance and claims.

in addition, the library staff supported the children of Ferguson by circulating “healing kits,” which  
included books, stuffed animals and activities to help them cope with the unrest in their community.

*While this annual report includes ALA stories from September 2013 — August 2014,  
ALA made an exception for this special 2015 story.

#ALA AND ADVOCACY

LIBRARIES ARE THE GREAT EQUALIZER CONT’D

SUMMER READING/LEARNING

Through generous funding from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation, 

YALSA was able to offer another round of its summer reading resources 

and summer intern program grants. A total of forty grants – twenty for 

each, worth $1000 each were awarded to libraries across the U.S. 

The grant was used to fund a variety of activities including advanced  

makerspace workshops, enhancing teen literature collections aimed at  

English as a second language patrons, hosting book clubs and author  

visits, and a slew of many other activities. in many cases, these activities 

were not possible previously due to the lack of funds. Thanks to the grant 

funds, however, more extensive programs were possible which allowed for 

success in increased attendance and interest in the grant recipients’  

summer reading programs. 
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DECLARATION FOR THE 
             RIGHT TO LIBRARIES

Since 2013, the Declaration for the Right to Libraries 

continues to serve as an advocacy tool for members 

of the public to use to proclaim the value of all types 

of libraries in their community. 

• Over 100,000 people 
have signed the  
Declaration for the 
Right to Libraries.

• People from all 50 
states, Guam,  
American Samoa, 
Palau, the Virgin 
islands, and Armed 
Forces America have 
signed the Declaration, 
either in-person  
or online.

• Well over 300 
individual signing 
ceremonies have 
taken place since the 
initiative began in 
June, 2013.

• The individual city with the most signatures submitted 
was Lincoln, Nebraska, which gathered 11,786 signatures at 
libraries throughout the city.

• The Declaration has been translated into 9 different 
languages other than English: Spanish, Portuguese, 
Finnish, Vietnamese, Japanese, Russian, Korean, Mandarin 
Chinese, and Swedish.

• Thousands of signed Declarations were presented to  
members of Congress during National Library Legislative 
Day in Washington, DC in May, 2014.

• Notable Declaration signers 
include KY Governor Steve 
Beshear, author James Patterson, 
actor Octavia Spencer,  
author Stephen Dubner, and 
film critic Nathan Rabin.

• The Declaration for the Right 
to Libraries initiative continues, 
with regular signing events 
hosted throughout the country.

SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
MAKE THE DIFFERENCE 
CAMPAIGN

More than 60 education and library research 
studies have produced clear evidence that 
school library programs staffed by qualified 
school librarians have a positive impact on 
student academic achievement. 

Yet, many students are going to school 
without a resource essential for success: 
a strong school library program led by a 
certified school librarian.

School libraries are places of opportunity, 
learning hubs where students use technology 
and find the latest resources in a safe and 
nurturing climate. Strong school library 
programs foster critical thinking, providing 
students with the skills they need to  
analyze and create new ideas in compelling 
ways. School librarians instill confidence 
in reading in multiple formats, which is 
fundamental to learning, personal growth, 
and enjoyment. A good school librarian 
teaches students how to learn and helps 
teachers and administrators drive student 
success. School librarians work with every 
student, teaching him or her to think critically, 
providing resources and support. 

ALA’s School Library Campaign is a call to 
action to ensure excellence for every student 
by demanding a school library—with a  
certified school librarian—in every school. 

Advocacy efforts support ALA’s core  
values, provide a vision of innovation, 
focus on the impact of libraries and  
librarians, enable the future of libraries  
and promote libraries as centers of  
community engagement, lifelong discovery 
and learning. 
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#ALA AND ADVOCACY

LIBRARIES SUPPORT LITERACY 
                   AND LIFELONG LEARNING

MAKING IN THE LIBRARY TOOLKIT/DIY @ YOUR LIBRARY

Teen Tech Week 2014 featured the theme “DiY @ your library” to promote the 

library as a place where teens can explore, create, and share content. From 

maker spaces, to coding classes to online fan fiction clubs, libraries can leverage 

the making theme to show how you can connect in meaningful ways with the 

teens in your community in order to help them succeed in school and prepare 

for 21st century careers. For Teen Tech Week 2014, YALSA was able to offer 

ten $1000 grants to help fund Teen Tech 

Week activities with generous funding 

from Teen Tech Week 2014’s national 

partner, Best Buy Children’s Foundation. 

AASL’S NATIONAL SCHOOL LIBRARY PROGRAM OF THE YEAR

Eaglecrest High School (Centennial, CO) was the 2014 National School Library Program 

of the Year Award recipient. Sponsored by the Follett Corporation, the award annually 

recognizes a school library program that meets the needs of the changing school and 

library environment and is fully integrated into the school’s curriculum. The recipient 

receives an obelisk—the symbol of school library excellence—and $10,000 toward its 

school library program.

The committee was blown away by how the 

entire building is in agreement on the research 

process. Collaboration consistently occurs. 

Teachers work with the librarians on locating 

resources and the school librarians pull a va-

riety of books at different reading levels and 

interests to meet a variety of learners. Both 

school librarians and teachers instruct stu-

dents on the use of tech tools. This approach 

has resulted in double the amount of checked 

out books and students who are engaged and 

motivated to learn.

Sabrina Carnesi, National School Library 
Program of the Year Award chair
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ALA PSAS

At the national level, ALA works to create public awareness of the important 

and unique roles libraries play in their communities. Libraries have always 

served the public in ways that are most meaningful to their communities. 

They have a longstanding commitment to public service that leads to literacy 

and lifelong learning and they are the go-to place where people from all 

walks of life come together to discuss issues of common concern. From 

Choose Privacy Week to Teen Read Week to National Library Week, these 

multimedia resources encourage everyone to visit their library.  

National Library Week School Library Month Teen Tech Week™

Preservation Week

Teen Read Week™

Library Card 
Sign Up Month

Read® Posters
READ is a registered trademark of the American Library 
Association. Since 1985 the READ® Campaign has featured 
celebrities posing on posters with their favorite book.
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#ALA AND ADVOCACY

BEYOND WORDS: THE DOLLAR GENERAL 

LIBRARY RELIEF FUND

Since 2006, the Beyond Words grant program has 
provided relief to public school libraries nationwide 
that have suffered materials losses because of a 
major disaster ranging from hurricanes, tornados, 
flood, earthquakes, fires or an act of terrorism. To 
date, more than 1.8 million dollars in grants have 
been awarded to over 150 schools across the country. 

“The loss of a school library goes beyond the physical 
building and the material resources it contains,” said 
immediate Past President AASL President Gail Dickinson. 
“Both of these schools lost valuable parts of their 
communities – Rowe Elementary lost the heart of 
its school and Paul Robeson an important cultural 
collection. it is so heartening to see how both towns 
have responded to this tragedy as neighboring 
schools have taken in students and shared their 
resources. Both communities are renewing their 
commitment to their student’s education by focusing 
on rebuilding their spaces and collections.”

“The Beyond Words Catastrophic Grant would allow 
an opportunity at revitalizing and replacing vital 

reading materials that were destroyed by the fire we experienced in 2011,” said Paul Robeson Malcolm 
X Academy Principal Jeffrey Robinson. On May 10, 2011, a bolt of lightning hit Paul Robeson Malcolm X 
Academy, and the resulting blaze destroyed the entire building and school library collection. Teachers 
and students were forced to relocate, leaving behind both memories and learning materials. Founded in 
1989, the school was the first publicly-funded, African-centered school in America.

“During a violent summer storm on the afternoon of Aug. 4, 2012, lightning struck the Rowe Elementary 
School. The building was quickly engulfed in flames and, despite the assistance of over 125 firefighters 
from local communities, the entire school and 100 percent of the contents were lost in the fire. Fortunately, 

no one was in the building,”  Principal William Knittle stated.

LIBRARIES SUPPORT LITERACY CONT’D

Rowe Elementary 
(Rowe, MA) and  
Paul Robeson Malcolm 
X Academy receives  
a $50,000 grant  
from AASL and Dollar  
General to rebuild 
their library  
and collections.  
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PROGRAMS AND EXHIBITIONS

Grants from the Public Programs Office enable libraries of all 
types, sizes and budgets to boost their offerings and infuse 
their communities with new ideas. in FY14, PPO brought seven 
programs and exhibitions to more than 1,000 libraries. 
They included: 

• Muslim Journeys: A National Endowment for the Humanities- 
supported initiative that shares with the public diverse  
perspectives on the people, places, histories, beliefs, practices 
and cultures of Muslims

• Discover Earth: A Century of Change: An interactive,  
multimedia exhibition funded by the National Science  
Foundation that shows how the global environment  
changes — and is changed by—the local environment of the  
exhibition-hosts’ own communities 

• StoryCorps @ your library: A two-year program modeled 
after the popular oral history project that provided equipment, 
training and resources for public libraries to capture oral 
narratives and local history of their communities; offered with 

support from the institute of Museum and 
Library Services

• Dust, Drought, and Dreams Gone Dry: 
A traveling exhibition that explores the 
causes and consequences of the Dust Bowl 
through oral histories, essays, letters and 
photographs, funded in part by the National 
Endowment for the Humanities

2014 I LOVE MY LIBRARIAN AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to the 10 winners of the 2014 Carnegie 

Corporation of New York/New York Times i Love My  

Librarian Award! Thank you to all the library supporters 

who sent in nominations.

2014 recipients were selected for their dedicated public  

service and the valuable role they play in our nation’s 

communities in transforming lives through education. 

More than 1000 library patrons submitted detailed  

stories regarding how their librarian had an impact on 

their communities and lives.
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LIBRARIES STRENGTHEN FAMILIES

#ALA AND ADVOCACY

EVERYDAY ADVOCACY

The Everyday Advocacy (EA) website celebrated its one-year anniversary. The site,  
managed by ALSC member Jenna Nemec-Loise, is a member-driven resource providing 
straightforward, effective ways librarians and others can advocate for children and 
libraries. EA features resources and tips for engaging community supporters, legislators, 
and stake-holders and for successfully communicating the value of libraries and librarians, 
with emphasis on librarians serving youth. “Take Action Tuesday,” featured on the EA 
homepage and distributed via the ALSC-L electronic discussion list, provides one 
easy, focused advocacy activity each week to inspire all takers—expert and novice.  
www.ala.org/everyday-advocacy

LIBRARIES MATTER: EARLY LITERACY, TECH TRAINING, SUPPORT 

FOR NEW IMMIGRANTS AND ENTREPRENEURS

ALA created a series of advocacy videos showcasing the ways libraries use 
federal funding to support early literacy, high-speed internet access, small 
business owners and new citizens. Library supporters can use the videos  
to demonstrate the value of federal funding programs, such as the Library  
Services and  
Technology Act 
(LSTA), to legislators, 
decision makers and 
community leaders.

5TH ANNIVERSARY OF  

NATIONAL BOOKMOBILE DAY

Part of National Library Week, National Bookmobile Day  
is a national celebration of the more than 930 bookmobiles 
and dedicated bookmobile staff that provide vital  
library services to their communities. For over 100 years, 

bookmobiles have delivered information,  
technology, and resources for life-long learning 

to Americans of all walks of life. The national 
observance day is sponsored by ALA, the 
Association of Bookmobile and Outreach 
Services (ABOS), and the Association for 

Rural & Small Libraries (ARSL). 
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ESTEEMED ALA MEDIA AWARDS

Everyone loves the ALA YMAs (Youth Media Awards)!
Each year the American Library Association honors books, videos, and 
other outstanding materials for children and teens. Recognized worldwide 
for the high quality they represent, the ALA Youth Media Awards, including 
the prestigious Newbery, Caldecott, Printz, and Coretta Scott King Book 
Awards, guide parents, educators, librarians, and others in selecting the 
best materials for youth. Selected by committees composed of librarians 
and other literature and media experts, the awards encourage original 
and creative work in the field of children’s and young adult literature and 
media. (See page 56 for all winners.)

Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence in  
Fiction and Nonfiction
Doris Kearns Goodwin and Donna Tartt accepted their awards 
in person at the 2014 Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence 
award ceremony during the Annual Conference, then mingled 
with attendees at the celebratory reception. Doris Kearns Goodwin 
received the nonfiction medal for The Bully Pulpit and Donna 
Tartt received the fiction medal for The Goldfinch. Nancy Pearl 
served as emcee, and celebrated author and library champion 
Karin Slaughter offered a witty keynote speech. The titles are  
selected each year from a longlist based on the most recent 
Booklist Editors’ Choice and RUSA Notable Books List. The 
awards were established by ALA and Carnegie Corporation of 
New York in 2012 and are cosponsored by Booklist and RUSA.

Audience members, including ALA 
Executive Director Keith Michael Fiels, 
2013-14 ALA President Barbara Stripling, 
and RUSA/ASCLA Executive Director 
Susan Hornung, enthusiastically applaud 
a winning announcement at the 2014 
Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence 
in Fiction and Nonfiction event.

2014 Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence in Fiction 
and Nonfiction winners Donna Tartt (right) and Doris 
Kearns Goodwin (left) flank event speaker and fellow 
bestselling author Karin Slaughter.

READ! BUILD! PLAY!

ALSC’s partnership with LEGO® DUPLO® on the Read! Build! Play! 
(RBP) initiative has continued to grow. in fall 2013, ALSC and LEGO DUPLO 
announced a “Thank Your Public Library for Making Summer Reading Fun” 
giveaway. The public was invited to “thank” their local public library for great 
summer programming for children by entering their zip code through a 
Facebook contest. Avon-Washington Township Library in indiana was the winner. The library received $5,000  
to be used for children’s programming. An estimated 17,000 votes were cast during the promotion. 

in 2014, ALSC announced a new partnership effort with LEGO Systems®. Through the Junior Maker Space 
Project, ALSC and LEGO will work together to bring Maker Space resources aimed at children ages 4 to 7  
to libraries, along with physical LEGO toolkits to over 750 libraries across the U.S.
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#ALA AND ADVOCACY

AMERICAN DREAM LIBRARIES ANNOUNCED
The Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services announced the selection of 22 libraries 
in 15 states to receive funding for the American Dream Starts @ your library grant initiative, support-
ed by the Dollar General Literacy Foundation. Each of the libraries will receive a one-time grant 
up to $15,000 to add or expand literacy services for adult English language learners in their  
communities. This funding will help libraries build their print and digital ESL (English as a second 
language) collections, increase computer access and 
provide GED and literacy instruction courses for English 
language. The selected fourth-round American Dream 
libraries join a cohort of 144 previously-funded  
programs in Dollar General communities.

LIBRARIES STRENGTHEN FAMILIES CONT’D

AMERICAN DREAM-ARDMORE 

LITERACY INITIATIVE 

in 2013, the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation (DGLF) approached ALA 
and ProLiteracy with an idea to improve 
access to literacy services and resources 
in Ardmore, Oklahoma. Noticing a strong 
local commitment towards strengthening 
literacy, DGLF brought together national 
partners, including the ALA, The Barbara 
Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation 
Center for Education and Workforce, 
Jobs for the Future, The National Center 
for Families Learning, and ProLiteracy to 
build upon Ardmore’s efforts. All partners 
are now working with community leaders 
and the local schools to promote literacy 
services to all, with the goal of establishing 
a replicable model to build coalitions to 
enhance literacy access in similar  
communities across the country. The 
American Dream Starts @ your library 
grant program gave funding to the 
Ardmore Public Library for the hiring of 
a full-time literacy coordinator and to 
build and open a computer lab to serve 
as a hub for activities in the community.

FINANCIAL LITERACY EDUCATION

Common Cents Counts, Smart investing @ your library®

A catastrophic flood beginning in the fall 2013 disrupted 

lives and brought economic and emotional hardship to Estes 
Park, Colorado and surrounding communities. in the aftermath of 
the floods, the Estes Valley Library responded with essential financial 
guidance for families in need and small business owners. The 
library was well-positioned to help residents make crucial financial 
decisions in a time of crisis. in the years leading up to the floods, 
the library, through grants from ALA and the FiNRA investor  
Education Foundation, established high-quality financial capability 
programs that empowered residents to take control of their financial 
lives. These programs emphasized the importance of having  
emergency savings, or the proverbial “rainy day fund.” When the 
rain arrived in force, the library and its partners were ready to  
respond with financial counseling and timely information resources. 
But in many respects, it was that earlier guidance—to be financially 
prepared for life’s contingencies—that helped library patrons cope 

with the disaster. Many 
residents remarked that 
the situation would have 
been even worse without 
that emergency fund to 
see them through their 
immediate financial  
challenges and eventually 
get on with their lives. 

Marsha Yelick, financial 
programs consultant for the 
Estes Valley Library, guides 
participants in searching 
online financial resources 
to assist in budgeting and 
money management.
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CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU 

WORKING WITH LIBRARIES

in April 2014, the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau 

announced the “CFPB Community Financial Education Project” 
in partnership with other federal agencies like the institute of 
Museum and Library Services, the Federal Deposit insurance 
Corporation, the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago and the USDA’s 
Cooperative Extension System, as well as other national organizations like the FiNRA investor  
Education Foundation, the American Library Association, and local public libraries across the country. 
The project also encourages the participation of school, community college, and university libraries  
interested in financial literacy education. 

Pilot libraries:
Brooklyn (NY) Public Library Menominee (Wi) Tribal College 

Columbus (OH) Metropolitan Library Orange County (FL) Library System

Florence County (SC) Library System Pelham (AL) Public Library 

Fresno (CA) County Public Library San Francisco (CA) Public Library

Georgetown County (SC) Library 

Our goal is to provide librarians with a collection of financial education 

resources and tools. We want to help libraries identify and connect with 

local partners in their communities. We want to help them build an online 

community for local financial education librarians. And we want to be able 

to provide helpful trainings for library staff and managers.

- Director Richard Cordray

RUSA ANNOUNCES FINANCIAL 

LITERACY EDUCATION:  

GUIDELINES AND BEST  

PRACTICES FOR SERVICE

RUSA with the support of the institute 
of Museum and Library Services  
announced the release of their Financial 
Literacy Education in Libraries:  
Guidelines and Best Practices for Service. 
These guidelines and best practices 
relating to financial literacy education 
(FLE) in libraries are the result of  
a SPARKS! Grant.

The development of Financial Literacy Education: Guidelines and 
Best Practices for Services was in response to the growing need 
and demand for high-quality reference services and programming 
in the areas of personal finance, investing and other aspects of 
financial literacy. Management of personal finances requires a 
diverse range of information to ensure safe, unbiased and successful 
earning, borrowing, saving, investing, spending and protecting 
against risk. As with other literacies, libraries are uniquely qualified 
to address this informational need.  ALA is committed to ensure 
that patrons in libraries of all types have access to effective and 
efficient personal finance reference services and unbiased financial 
educational programming.

MONEY SMART WEEK

700 libraries in 48 states participated 
from April 5-12, 2014 in the 4th 
year of the growing ALA Federal 
Reserve Bank of Chicago partnership 
to provide financial education  
programming for all ages and all 
stages of life. For 34% of the libraries, 
this was the first time they had 
created financial literacy programs. 
Thanks to emphasis on financial 
education by ACRL and ACRL 
immediate Past President Trevor A. 
Dawes, over 50 academic libraries 
collaborated with other departments 
within their institutions to help 
students improve their financial 
literacy. Money Smart Week@ your 
library is coordinated by the Chapter 
Relations Office.
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LIBRARIES PROTECT OUR RIGHT TO KNOW

CHILDREN’S INTERNET PROTECTION ACT: 10 YEARS LATER

internet filtering has become a routine practice in public libraries and schools since the 
U.S. Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the Children’s internet Protection Act 
(CiPA) on June 23, 2003. CiPA requires public libraries and schools that accept certain 
federal funds or discounts for the provision of internet access to use software filters to 
block access to visual images deemed “obscene,” “child pornography,” or “harmful to 
minors.” Ten years after CiPA was upheld by the Supreme Court, what have been the 
effects of internet filtering in public libraries and schools?

ALA’s Office for information Technology Policy and Office for intellectual Freedom, with 
support from Google inc., conducted a study to assess the impact of CiPA on libraries, 
schools, and those they serve. The study team produced a background paper titled, 
Fencing Out Knowledge: Impacts of the Children’s Internet Protection Act 10 Years Later, 
authored by Kristen R. Batch. The study team did an extensive review of the published 
literature; conducted interviews with public and school librarians; and convened a national 
symposium in Washington, DC, in which more than 30 experts and practitioners from 
diverse disciplines participated. Following the symposium, two online forums were held 
to summarize the discussions and respond to questions from an online audience.

IT’S HERE: CELEBRATE 

BANNED BOOKS WEEK

#ALA AND ADVOCACY

On a daily basis, the Office for 
intellectual Freedom provides 
free and confidential services 
to librarians and teachers 
facing book challenges. These 
challenges range from the 
use of library meeting rooms, 
filtering software in libraries 
and how to keep filters 
First Amendment friendly, 
to books challenged in the 
school classroom or library. 

The Office for intellectual Freedom, with 
support from SAGE, a Library Champion,  
created a webinar that traveled from  
London, to South Carolina, to Texas, to 
California, to talk with three activists, Jodie 
Ginsberg, CEO of index on Censorship,  
Shelia Harrell-Roye, a committee member 
from Charleston Friends of the Library, Tony 
Diaz, author, radio host, and leader of El 
Librotraficante about the problems they 
face and their efforts to un-ban books as 
well as Congresswoman Linda Sanchez 
about why their efforts are so important.

ALA HONORS LEADERS WITH FREEDOM  

OF INFORMATION AWARDS

During the 16th Annual Freedom of information Day 
in Washington, D.C. in March 2014, ALA awarded the 
James Madison Award to President Obama’s Review 
Group on intelligence and Communications Technologies, 
the body of intelligence and legal experts tasked with 
assessing the United States’ surveillance practices. 
The award was accepted by Richard Clarke, former 
national security official under presidents Bill Clinton 
and George W. Bush. Members of the Review Group 
include Clarke; Michael Morell, former deputy director 
of the Central intelligence Agency; Geoffrey Stone, law 
professor at the University of Chicago Law School; Cass 
Sunstein, professor at Harvard University and Peter 
Swire, professor at the Georgia institute of Technology. 
The James Madison Award honors, celebrates and  
recognizes groups and individuals who have championed 
for public access to government information. Additionally, 
ALA awarded the grassroots advocacy Eileen Cooke 
Award to the Open Government Project of the American 
Civil Liberties 
Union of New 
Jersey. ALA Past 
President Maureen 
Sullivan presented 
the awards at the 
Freedom of infor-
mation Day event. 
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CHOOSE PRIVACY WEEK

in June 2013, when Edward Snowden leaked reports of the National 
Security Agency’s mass surveillance activities—including the telephone 
records, emails, and other internet activity of millions of U.S. citizens 
from companies such as Verizon, AT&T, Google, Facebook, and Yahoo—
the public experienced, up close and personal, 
the abstraction of “personal privacy” that the 
ALA has been monitoring and protecting for 
years. That public awareness led to an even 
more active focus on surveillance for the Office 
for intellectual Freedom and the ALA Office of 
Government Relations. 

The Office for intellectual Freedom reports that 
its Choose Privacy Week website, programming, 
and videos are more in demand. The Choose 
Privacy Week website was updated in 2013 and 
includes videos such as “Data Mining, Govern-
ment Surveillance, and Civil Liberties,” by Michael 
German, a former FBi agent and an expert on 
data mining and government surveillance programs. The OiF has also 
made presentations—not only in the United States but around the 
world—on surveillance and the ALA response.

PERSEPOLIS CHALLENGED

in 2012, the controversial graphic novel Persepolis was banned from 
classrooms by Chicago Public Schools, sparking student protests and 

the book’s eventual reinstatement. in partnership, 
with the Chicago Humanities Festival, the Office for 
intellectual Freedom and the Freedom to Read Foundation 
brought iranian-born French graphic novelist, illustrator, 
film director, and children’s book author Marjane Satrapi 
to Chicago to discuss censorship and the importance 
of raising awareness both in the United States and 
internationally about threats to free speech.

WHAT HAPPENS 

IN VEGAS GOES 

VIRAL: BANNED 

BOOKS VIRTUAL 

READ-OUT

More than 200 librarians 
and authors such as 
Lois Lowry and Ana 
Castillo read their fa-
vorite banned book at 
the Virtual Read-Out 
booth during the 2014 
ALA Annual Confer-
ence. The booth was co-sponsored by the Office for intellectual Freedom 
and SAGE. Nearly 2,000 videos featuring readings by librarians, library 
staff, library supporters, authors and celebrities from across the country 
and around the world have been uploaded to YouTube.

TOP TEN MOST FREQUENTLY  
CHALLENGED BOOKS

in 2013, there were 307 reported requests 
for books to be removed from America’s 
libraries, potentially putting those  
volumes out of reach of students, 
readers, and learners of all types. 

“Top Ten Most Frequently Challenged 
Books” of 2013, as compiled by the 
Office of Intellectual Freedom from 
recorded challenges:

1. Captain Underpants (series),  
by Dav Pilkey  
Reasons: Offensive  
language, unsuited for  
age group, violence

2. The Bluest Eye,  
by Toni Morrison  
Reasons: Offensive  
language, sexually  
explicit, unsuited to  
age group, violence

3. The Absolutely True Diary of a  
Part-Time Indian, by Sherman Alexie 
Reasons: Drugs/alcohol/smoking, 
offensive language, racism, sexually 
explicit, unsuited to age group

4. Fifty Shades of Grey, by E.L. James 
Reasons: Nudity, offensive language, 
religious viewpoint, sexually explicit, 
unsuited to age group

5. The Hunger Games, by Suzanne Collins  
Reasons: Religious viewpoint,  
unsuited to age group

6. A Bad Boy Can Be Good for a Girl, 
by Tanya Lee Stone 
Reasons: Drugs/alcohol/smoking, 
nudity, offensive language,  
sexually explicit

7. Looking for Alaska, by John Green  
Reasons: Drugs/alcohol/smoking, 
sexually explicit, unsuited to  
age group

8. The Perks of Being a Wallflower, 
by Stephen Chbosky 
Reasons: drugs/alcohol/smoking, 
homosexuality, sexually explicit, 
unsuited to age group

9. Bless Me Ultima, by Rudolfo Anaya 
Reasons: Occult/Satanism, offensive 
language, religious viewpoint,  
sexually explicit

10. Bone (series), by Jeff Smith 
Reasons: Political viewpoint,  
racism, violence
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#ALA AND 
       INFORMATION POLICY 

ALA’s information policy efforts empower people to use libraries and  

information-based resources to improve their lives and communities.  

information policy comprises laws, regulations, court decisions, doctrines, and 

other decision-making and practices related to information creation, storage, 

access, preservation, communication, accessibility, and dissemination. ALA’s 

interests reside at the local, regional, state, national, and international levels.

ALA advocates in diverse policy areas including intellectual freedom, privacy, 

civil liberties, telecommunications, funding for education and research  

programs, funding for libraries, copyright and licensing, open access, government 

information, and literacy. Progress in these policy areas enables libraries  

to advance important societal goals such as employment, education,  

entrepreneurship, equity, personal empowerment, community engagement, 

creation of new knowledge, literacy, and civic participation. 

ALA ACTIVE ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS ISSUES*

ALA supports E-rate modernization and welcomed the  

December 2014 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 

action to remove restrictions that prevented many libraries 

from getting broadband and added $1.5 billion to the yearly 

program for libraries and schools. ALA president Courtney L. 

Young stated, “Connecting America’s libraries with high-capacity 

broadband connects our communities with opportunity and 

changes lives. The Commission’s action is monumental and 

will make a critical difference for the libraries and schools in 

our nation, and even more importantly for the communities 

and students they serve.” ALA, a longtime network neutrality 

advocate, also applauded the FCC’s February 2015 vote banning paid prioritization and the blocking and 

throttling of lawful content and services. “Network neutrality is essential to meeting our mission in serving 

America’s communities,” stated ALA president Young. “The FCC vote in favor of strong, enforceable net 

neutrality rules is a win for students, creators, researchers and learners of all ages.”

*While this annual report includes ALA stories from September 2013—August 2014, ALA made an exception  
 for these special 2015 stories.
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#ALA AND 
       INFORMATION POLICY TRANSITION TO A  

MORE OPEN ACCESS  

TO SCHOLARSHIP

“Open Access” to information—

the free, immediate, online 

access to the results of schol-

arly research, and the right to 

use and re-use those results as you need—has the 

power to transform the way research and scientific 

inquiry are conducted. Open Access has the  

potential to maximize research investments,  

increase the exposure and use of published  

research, facilitate the ability to conduct research 

across available literature, and enhance the overall 

advancement of scholarship. Research funding 

agencies, academic institutions, researchers and 

scientists, teachers, students, and members of 

the general public are supporting a move towards 

Open Access in increasing numbers every year. 

in 2014, ACRL released a new version of its 

popular Scholarly Communication Toolkit with 

updated content. The Toolkit, developed and 

maintained by the ACRL Research and Scholarly 

Environment Committee, continues to provide 

content and context on a broad range of scholarly  

communication topics, including expanded  

information on data management. it provides 

links to examples of specific tools, including 

handouts, presentations, and videos for libraries to 

use on their own campuses and for library school 

students seeking to incorporate these issues into 

their course work. The Toolkit is also widely used 

by libraries in conjunction with Open Access 

Week, an annual global event promoting open 

models of scholarly communication, which  

occurs in October. 

NEARLY 100 % OF LIBRARIES  

OFFER TECH TRAINING AND 

WORKFORCE PROGRAMS— 

WORKFORCE BILL FINALLY PASSES

According to a new study from ALA, nearly 

100 percent of America’s public libraries 

offer workforce development training  

programs, online job resources, and  

technology skills training. Combined with 

maker spaces, coding classes, and  

programs dedicated to entrepreneurship 

and small business development, libraries 

are equipping U.S. communities with  

the resources and skills needed to  

succeed in today’s—and tomorrow’s— 

global marketplace.

in July 2014, President Barack Obama 

signed the Workforce innovation and  

Opportunity Act, a law that will open  

access to federal funding support to  

public and community college libraries 

for effective job training and job search 

programs. The Workforce innovation and 

Opportunity Act allows public and  

community college libraries to be considered 

additional One-Stop partners and authorizes 

adult education and literacy activities 

provided by public and community college 

libraries as an allowable statewide  

employment and training activity.  

Additionally, the law defines digital literacy 

skills as a workforce preparation activity. 

ALA President Courtney L. Young  

applauded the presidential signing of the 

Workforce innovation and Opportunity Act 

in a statement. ALA thanks Senator Jack 

Reed (D-Ri) and Representative Rush Holt 

(D-NJ) for their efforts to include libraries in 

the legislation.
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WHY IS 3D PRINTING IMPORTANT FOR LIBRARIANS?*

Public policy issues surrounding 3D printers are now coming to the fore as the 
technology becomes more widely available in America’s libraries and homes. To 
ensure people are able to use 3D printers responsibly and effectively, librarians 
are working towards developing policies in copyright, trademark, privacy, product 
liability and more. Established, reasonable practices for 3D printing will enable this 
technology to best serve our communities and inform the laws, regulations and 
judicial decisions to come. 

in a new report from ALA, Progress in the Making: 3D Printing Policy Considerations 
through the Library Lens, author Charlie Wapner encourages libraries, as leaders of 
the digital learning and 3D printing movement, to take a proactive role in developing 
institutional policies that address the social, technological and political complexities 
that result from the rise of 3D printing. 

in the report, Wapner, who serves as information policy analyst for the ALA Office 
for information Technology Policy, outlines the role 3D printing now plays in K-12 
schools, higher education and public libraries and analyzes issues related to copyright, 
trademark, trade dress and product liability that may arise  from 3D printing in 
libraries. The report also examines various intellectual freedom issues raised by 3D 
printing with the Office for intellectual Freedom offering guidance to library  
professionals seeking to craft acceptable use policies in accord with library values. 

SUPPLEMENT EXAMINES MAJOR TRENDS IN DIGITAL CONTENT

Leading library visionaries and experts discuss trends in digital content technology and the current state 
of library ebook lending in Digital Discoveries, a new digital supplement from American Libraries magazine 
that was issued in May 2014.

Developed by ALA’s Digital Content Working Group, the digital supplement examines 
the ways that public and school libraries are defining their roles in the evolving digital 
publishing environment in a variety of new and interactive ways. The digital supplement 
also details ALA’s progress in advocating for equitable access to ebooks produced by 
the world’s largest book publishers.

in the supplement, Pew internet Project researchers Kathryn Zickuhr and Lee Rainie 
provide perspectives based on three years of Pew reports on the rise in digital services in 
libraries in “A New Way of Looking at Public Library Engagement in America.” According  
to research cited in the article, Americans’ connection—or lack of connection—with 
public libraries is part of their broader information and social landscape. The authors 
reference research showing that people who value and utilize public libraries most 
heavily tend to be active in other parts of their communities.

Each change in the publishing ecosystem has helped us gain 

a better understanding of what might be coming. Much work 

remains to be done, but we can say that ALA has made a 

difference in helping libraries and librarians find solutions for 

working in the digital world ecosystem.

- Molly Raphael, ALA Past President

*While this annual report includes   
  ALA stories from September  
  2013—August 2014, ALA made an  
  exception for these special  
  2015 stories.

#ALA AND iNFORMATiON POLiCY
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POLICY REVOLUTION! UPDATE*

Libraries are in a revolution fueled by 
rapid advances in technology, and thus 
the roles, capabilities, and expectations 
of libraries are changing rapidly. National 
public policy for libraries must reflect 
these changes. in January 2015, the 
Office for information Technology Policy 
released a discussion draft policy 
agenda for libraries to guide a proactive 
policy shift. The draft agenda articulates 
three broad themes to organize the national public policy goals of the U.S. library community: Services, 
People, and institutional issues. Services, for instance, include education, entrepreneurship and access to 
government information. The agenda focuses on the high-level “Library” story rather than on the silos of 
academic, school, public, government, and special or other libraries.

Outlining this key set of issues and context is being 
pursued through the Policy Revolution! initiative, led 
by the Office for information Technology Policy and 
the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) 
with guidance from a Library Advisory Committee—
which includes broad representation from across the 
library community. The three-year initiative, funded 
by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, has three 
major elements: to develop a national public policy 
agenda, to initiate and deepen national stakeholder  
interactions based on policy priorities, and build 
library advocacy capacity for the long-term.

From this foundation, the ALA Washington Office 
will match priorities to windows of opportunity and 
confluence to begin advancing policy priorities—in 
partnership with other library organizations and allies 
with whom there is alignment—in mid-2015.

*While this annual report includes ALA stories from September 2013—August 2014, ALA made an exception for 
these special 2015 stories.
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#ALA AND iNFORMATiON POLiCY

ALA serves as a knowledgeable resource and advocate on issues within policy 

areas for ALA members, library professionals, decision makers and influencers, the 

media, and the public by analyzing information to advance positions and priorities.

2013 DIGITAL INCLUSION SURVEY REPORT RELEASED

The ubiquity of the internet poses challenges and opportunities for individuals and communities alike. 
These challenges and opportunities, however, are not evenly distributed across or within individuals and 

communities. The Digital inclusion Survey addresses the efforts of a particular set of 
community-based institutions—public libraries—to address disparities and provide 
opportunity to individuals and communities by providing free access to broadband, 
public access technologies, digital content, digital literacy learning opportunities,  
and a range of programming that helps build digitally inclusive communities.

• Public libraries report an average download speed of 57Mbps. City libraries report an average 

subscribed download speed of over 100Mbps and subscribed, as compared to an average subscribed download 

speed of just over 21Mbps for rural public libraries.

• Two-thirds of libraries overall report a desire to increase broadband connectivity. However, 58.8 percent of libraries  

report that budgetary constraints affect their ability to increase bandwidth while slightly less than one-third of libraries 

report that outside entities make the decisions regarding 

their branch’s bandwidth.

• Nearly all (98.0%) public libraries outlets offer some 

form of technology training to patrons. City libraries are 

more likely to offer formal technology training than other 

libraries. For example, 77.6% of city libraries offer formal 

computer skills training as opposed to 57.9% of suburban 

libraries, 47.7% of town libraries, and 32.5% of rural libraries.

• Nearly all public libraries (99.5%) reported offering education 

and learning programs. Almost all (98.4%) offer summer 

reading programs.

• A vast majority (95.0%) of libraries assist patrons with  

important employment resources.

• Nearly 80% of libraries offer programs that aid patrons 

with job application, such as interview skills and  

resume development.

• A majority of libraries (72.2%) help patrons to access and 

to use employment databases, as well as to access and use 

online business information resources (58.9%).

• Three-fourths of libraries overall offer community, civic 

engagement, or E-government programs. While 85% of 

city outlets offer these programs, 70% of both town and 

rural libraries offer them. Nearly all libraries offer patrons 

assistance in completing online government forms.

• An overall majority (57.9%) of libraries conduct health and 

wellness programs. Nearly half (46.3%) of rural libraries  

offer these programs, contrasted to the nearly three-fourths 

of suburban libraries that offer them.

• Over half (55.9%) of libraries offer programs that promote 

the development of healthy lifestyles.

132377 ALA 2015AnnualReport.indd   30 5/28/15   8:45 AM



31

AASL: NATIONAL IMLS RESEARCH SUMMIT FOCUSES ON 

SCHOOL LIBRARIANS AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

in April 2014, fifty research scholars from across the nation gathered 
in Chicago to plan a national research agenda focused on demonstrating 
the positive influences of effective school librarians and quality school 
libraries on student learning. The Causality: School Libraries and Student 
Success (CLASS) summit was convened by AASL and funded through 
a grant from the institute of Museum and Library Services. Leading  
the discussion was Dr. Thomas Cook, one of the most influential  
methodologists in education research. He was joined by a five-member 
panel of expert scholars and practitioners from information science, 
library studies and education. 

ASSESSMENT IN ACTION PROGRAM 

ACRL made significant progress on the 
Association’s goal of assisting academic 
libraries in demonstrating alignment with, 
and impact on, institutional outcomes 
through the Assessment in Action: Academic 

Libraries and Student Success (AiA) program this year. Part of the  
Association’s Value of Academic Libraries initiative, AiA is being  
undertaken in partnership with the Association for institutional Research 
(AiR) and the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU) 
with a goal to strengthen the competencies of librarians in campus  
leadership and data-informed advocacy. The program employs a blended 
learning environment and a peer-to-peer network over the course of the 
14-month long program, which runs from April 2014 to June 2015. These 
teams join the 75 institutions which participated in the first year of the 
program and are just completing their 14 month experience.

PLA PROJECT OUTCOME,  
PERFORMANCE  
MEASUREMENT INITIATIVE

With advocacy critical to the future of public 
library funding, it’s no longer enough 
to simply report circulation, reference, 
door-count, and program attendance. 
Library professionals share library stories 
and illustrate success with anecdotes, but 
how do they capture and showcase the 
extent and impact of services like literacy 
education, employment counseling, small 
business support, civic engagement, and 
participatory content creation—offerings 
that contribute to the vitality and quality 
of our communities. To that end, PLA 
is working to develop new measures of 
effectiveness for public libraries. PLA 
has brought together a Performance 
Measurement Task Force comprised of 
research experts from universities and 

iMLS, city and county representatives, 
technology specialists, state library 
representatives, and public librarians 
to identify and develop standardized 
measures and to promote the training for 
implementation and use of the measures 
across public libraries. Their work is being 
accelerated through support from the  
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

FUTURES REPORT

As part of a year-long grant funded effort that brought together key stakeholders from the areas of 
libraries, education, technology, adolescent development and the for-profit and nonprofit sectors to 
explore the world of young adults and library services to this population, YALSA published the report, 
The Future of Library Services for and with Teens: A Call to Action in January 2014. The report provides 
direction on how libraries need to adapt and change to better meet the needs of 21st century teens. 
Grant funding was generously provided by the institute of Museum and Library Services.

ORS CREATES LARKS, (LIBRARIAN AND RESEARCHER KNOWLEDGE SPACE)

The Office for Research and Statistics has deployed a research website, LARKS (Librarian and 
Researcher Knowledge Space). The website is devoted to collecting and promoting resources for 
researchers studying public, school and academic libraries. in addition to information 
for experienced researchers, there are sections of information for the librarian- 
as-researcher, library and information science students, and grant seekers. The 
development of the website was funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. 

LIBRARY PUBLIC PROGRAMMING

What counts as “success” in the realm of library public programming? What impact does programming 
have on participants and communities? What skills must programming librarians hone to maximize impact 
and reach underserved communities? The National impact of Library Public Programs Assessment (NiLPPA) 
seeks to explore these questions. With funding from the institute for Museum and Library Services, the 
Public Programs Office is developing a plan to understand and document the characteristics, audiences, 
outcomes and values of library public programming at the national level. The goal: to help libraries 
increase public access to knowledge and foster support for lifelong learners of diverse backgrounds, 
including those with special needs or those underserved by services in their communities. 

National Impact of Library  
Public Programs Assessment

White Paper - December 2014

A project of the American Library Association

Comments regarding the NILPPA white paper are being accepted until January 30, 2015. 
If you would like to provide feedback about the paper, please submit comments to  

Mary Davis Fournier at mfournier@ala.org or via the grant web page: NILPPA.org
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#ALA PROFESSIONAL AND     
   LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

Professional and leadership development for all people who work in libraries 

is essential to high-quality professional practice and the future of libraries 

and information services. Building leadership skills and enhancing the capacity 

of individuals to address local and global challenges constitute a vital part of 

ALA’s mission. The long-term and short-term training programs arranged by 

ALA connect students and professionals with peers and colleagues across 

the country and around the world to prepare them for leadership on a host of 

urgent topics and issues.

CONFERENCES AND LEGISLATIVE DAY

AASL NATIONAL  

CONFERENCE, HARTFORD, 

CONN., NOV. 14-17, 2013

More than 3,000 inspired  
attendees left the AASL 16th  
National Conference & Exhibition 
ready to “rise to the challenge” of 
the profession. AASL13 featured 
preconference workshops, school 
and educational tours, more than 140 top-quality continuing education  
programs, author events and more than 160 exhibiting companies. 

PLA NATIONAL CONFERENCE, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.,  

MARCH 11-15, 2014 

Nearly 8,000 attendees participated in the PLA’s National Conference which 
explored the changing role of public libraries over five days where more than 
100 educational programs were offered that explored the changing role of 
public libraries. Sessions and events featured the nation’s leading innovators 
and professionals both within and outside of the library community.
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MIDWINTER MEETING & EXHIBITS,  

PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 24-28, 2014

The Midwinter Meeting was marked by productive  
conversations, sessions, problem-solving, award events, 
and networking by more than 12,000 attendees and 
exhibitors. Topics included ebook lending and usability, 
E-rate, digital content, community engagement, the 
impact and potential of new technologies, books and 
awards, copyright, Net neutrality, innovative outreach, 
privacy and NSA-related issues, services for makers, and 
best practices on a range of library-related concerns. 

SOUTH BY 

SOUTHWEST

ALA was represented 
at the Austin, TX 
SxSW (South by 
Southwest) conference 
in March 2014. ALA 
had the opportunity 
to join several other 
national library  
organizations and 

associations at a joint booth, including the Association of 
Rural and Small Libraries, the Digital Library Federation, 
Electronic Resources & Libraries, the Freedom to Read  
Foundation, EveryLibrary, Urban Libraries Council, Urban 
Librarians Unite, and sxswLAM.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE & 

EXHIBITION, LAS VEGAS, 

JUNE 26-JULY 1, 2014

Nearly 19,000 attendees and 

exhibitors joined in the shared 

endeavor of “Transforming 

Our Libraries, Ourselves.” The 

more than 2,700 scheduled 

programs, sessions and events 

included content organized 

around ALA’s three strategic 

directions: advocacy, information 

policy, and professional and 

leadership development. in  

addition, more than 75 members 

volunteered as Ambassadors 

to make ALA more welcoming 

to new (and any other)  

conference attendees. 

HUNDREDS GATHER 

FOR 40TH ANNUAL 

NATIONAL LIBRARY 

LEGISLATIVE DAY

Hundreds of library  
supporters from across 
the country met with their 
members of Congress from 
May 5–6, 2014, to advocate 
for library funding during ALA’s 40th annual National Library 
Legislative Day. Senator Angus King (i-ME) jumpstarted the 
event by addressing library advocates at the opening briefing. 
Additional speakers included Maine State Librarian Linda 
Lord; Gabriel Rottman, legislative counsel for the American 
Civil Liberties Union; Shawn Daugherty, assistant director of 
SPARC; and Peter Jaszi, professor of law at the American 
University Washington College of Law. 

#ALA PROFESSIONAL AND     
   LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
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#ALA AND PROFESSiONAL AND LEADERSHiP DEVELOPMENT

BUILDING LEADERSHIP SKILLS 
                 AND ENHANCING CAPACITY

ACRL: C&RL BECOMES ONLINE-ONLY, OPEN ACCESS JOURNAL 

ACRL’s research and scholarly activities programs actively promote the transition to a 
more open system of scholarship. The Association continued its objective to increase the 
ways ACRL is an advocate and model for open dissemination and evaluation practices this 
year through the transition of their research journal, College & Research Libraries, to an 
online-only, open access publication. The Nov. 2013 issue was the final print issue of the 
journal and follows a move to open access in 2014. 

ALCTS AND ALA LIBRARY: ALA ARCHIVES

The American Library Association Archives is the official repository for the records of the 
ALA at University of illinois at Urbana-Champaign. in 2013, ALA Archives collaborated 
with ALCTS and the ALA Library in developing a digital repository for ALA as a whole, 
focusing on a means to preserve publications and other documents, encompassing 
text and images. The result is the American Library Association institutional Repository 
(ALAiR), which is an open access repository that collects, stores, and provides  
access to the publications and digital-born records of the ALA. This digital repository 
aids in the ease of access, arrangement, and preservation of electronic records. it 
also provides a simple way for ALA units and members to deposit electronic records 
and publications directly into the repository.

ALSC AND PLA: EVERY CHILD READ TO READ WINS INNOVATION AWARD

Every Child Ready to Read, 2nd Edition (ECRR), a product of ALSC and PLA was named 
winner of Opening Minds USA first innovation Award. ECRR is a parent education initiative. 
it stresses that early literacy begins with the primary adults in a child’s life. The ECRR 
toolkit empowers public libraries to assume an essential role in supporting early literacy 
within a community. The 2nd Edition incorporates recommendations that evolved out of 
an in-depth evaluation of the original initiative and an extensive literature review. 

PLA: PUBLIC LIBRARY LEADERSHIP 

A key strategic goal of PLA is to build a future of transformative leadership education 
and resources for members. PLA received an iMLS grant for the project, “Navigating 
Change, Building Community: Outward-focused Public Library Leadership Training.” 
This three-year grant allows PLA to further refine and implement the PLA Leadership 
Academy and measure the impact on participants and their libraries.

ALA LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

The ALA Leadership institute is a unique 4-day immersive leadership 
development program for future library leaders. Since 2013, seventy-six 
mid-career professionals returned to their community or campus with 
greater self-awareness and self-confidence, equipped with better skills for 
leading, coaching, collaborating, and engaging within their organizations 
and in their communities. The institute, supported by innovative, a Library 
Champion, includes a structured learning track and the opportunity for 
individual development.
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OFFICE: SHARJAH INTERNATIONAL 

BOOK FAIR/ALA LIBRARY CONFERENCE 

ALA’s largest ever international professional development event wrapped up 
November 13 in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates, where more than 600 librarians 
gathered on-site at the Sharjah international Book Fair (SiBF) for the first two-day 
SiBF/ALA Library Conference. ALA President Courtney L. Young’s opening keynote 
on the transformation of libraries was followed by 15 concurrent sessions on a wide 
range of topics for all types of libraries. A Librarians’ Lounge for networking was 
open prior to and throughout the event.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OFFICE: GUADALAJARA 

INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR PROGRAM 

One hundred and twenty ALA members from 25 states and  
the District of Columbia took advantage of the 15th year of the 
ALA-Free Pass Program to travel to the Guadalajara Book Fair 
(Nov- 30-Dec 5th) to review and purchase much needed Spanish 
language materials for their communities.

OFFICE FOR ACCREDITATION: STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION UPDATE*

ALA works to provide assurance that graduate programs in library and information studies meet approved  
standards of quality. At the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting, the ALA Council approved for adoption the 

2015 Standards for Accreditation of Master’s Programs in Library and information Studies. The 
Standards for Accreditation are developed through a consensus-building process that involves 
various communities of interest, including educators, students, and professionals in library and 
information studies. ALA is recognized by the Council for Higher Education Accreditation 
(CHEA) that our standards and processes lead to enhanced academic quality.

*While this annual report includes ALA stories from September 2013—August 2014, ALA made an  

  exception for these special 2015 stories.
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CENTER FOR THE FUTURE OF LIBRARIES

On May 2 and 3, 2014, then ALA President Barbara Stripling presided 
at the Summit on the Future of Libraries. The Summit brought together 
eighty librarians and representatives from organizations that work with 
libraries at the Library of Congress to discuss the future of libraries.  
inspired by five nationally recognized speakers—Stephen Dubner, Joel 
Garreau, Dr. Renu Khator, Thomas Frey and Joan Frye Williams—and 
their own table discussions, participants engaged in wide ranging  
conversations about the trends in society that libraries will have to  
address and how librarians might prepare, respond, and, in fact, lead  
libraries into that future. The results of the discussion informed the  
development of a trend library—a compendium of trends relevant to 
libraries and librarianship. The Summit and the Center were supported 
with a grant from the institute of Museum and Library Services.

ALA’s Center for the Future of Libraries will focus its work on  
three key efforts including:

• identifying emerging trends relevant to libraries and librarianship;

• promoting futuring and innovation techniques to help librarians shape their future; and

• building connections with experts and innovative thinkers to help libraries address emerging issues.

132377 ALA 2015AnnualReport.indd   35 5/28/15   8:45 AM



36    |    ALA  TRENDiNG: LiBRARiES

OFFICE OF DIVERSITY, LITERACY AND OUTREACH 

SERVICES: KNOWLEDGE ALLIANCE

ALA continued to promote excellence and diversity in the library field, in particular 
through its Spectrum Scholarship program. The 50 scholarships awarded in June 
brought the total number of Spectrum Scholarships awarded to more than 880. 
Support for scholarships came from individuals, organizations, and this year saw 
the broadening of ProQuest’s support for the Spectrum program. ProQuest, a 
Library Champion, will donate $52,000 per year for the next three years to assist 
24 individuals in obtaining their degrees. 

OFFICE OF DIVERSITY, LITERACY AND OUTREACH SERVICES: 

SPECTRUM SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Since 2010, 35 early career librarians have worked together through an institute 
of Museum and Library Service funded project to develop a diversity-focused 
recruitment strategy. The Knowledge Alliance brand emphasizes peer mentoring 
and enables allies to engage potential library professionals at every step of 
their journey, from initial interest to selecting a graduate program and to 
pursuing professional opportunities. The Knowledge Alliance has exhibited at 
events reaching 32,866 college students and career seekers, 2,500 individuals 
have visited the Knowledge Alliance booth, and 309 people have registered on 
the Knowledge Alliance website. The cohort of volunteer recruiters has logged 
over 800 hours in the field advocating for careers in libraries and in May 2014 
they organized five graduate education and career preparation workshops for 
over 170 potential LiS students.  

OFFICE FOR HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT AND 

RECRUITMENT: EMERGING LEADERS 

The Emerging Leaders program enables newer librarians to 
participate in workgroups, network  with peers, gain insight to ALA 
structure, and have an opportunity to serve in a leadership capacity. 
There were 56 participants in 2014. A total of 696 people have 
participated in the program since it began in 1997 as a one-year 
program under former ALA President Mary R. Somerville and 
revived in 2006 under former ALA President Leslie Burger.

PUBLIC PROGRAMS OFFICE: LIBRARIES TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES 

All communities have challenges. Libraries are uniquely positioned to help conquer 
them—given the right tools. Libraries Transforming Communities (LTC)—an ALA  
initiative managed by the Public Programs Office—seeks to strengthen libraries’ roles  
as community leaders and give them the tools to lead positive change. in partnership 
with The Harwood institute for Public innovation and with support from the Bill and  
Melinda Gates Foundation, ALA is creating a suite of free resources—including webinars, 
worksheets and facilitation guides—and offering conference sessions and other training 
opportunities to help libraries “turn outward” and engage with their communities in 
new ways. 

#ALA AND PROFESSiONAL AND LEADERSHiP DEVELOPMENT

BUILDING LEADERSHIP SKILLS CONT’D
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Madison (Wis.) Public Library, Central Library. In addition to a three-story atrium that increases natural 
light and new daylit reading rooms, the Madison Central Library renovation added a new third floor for 
community use, featuring an art gallery, meeting rooms, and an outdoor terrace that overlooks a green 
roof. The floor can be rented for private events as well. Renovation and expansion, MSR, 120,000 square 
feet, $29.7 million. Photo by Lara Swimmer. 

From “Designs That Last,” Phil Morehart, American Libraries, Sept/Oct 2014, p. 32-39.
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ALA AWARDS 2014
Each year, the American Library Association recognizes the achievements of 

more than 200 individuals and institutions with various awards. This selection 

represents only a portion of those honored in 2014 but who are notable for 

their contributions to the field of librarianship. Chosen by juries consisting 

of colleagues and peers, this year’s award winners are distinguished for their 

leadership and vision, as well as their continued investment in the profession 

through mentorship.

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
ALA’s highest honor recognizes outstanding contributions of lasting importance to libraries and 
librarianship. Honorary membership is given to living citizens of any country whose contribution to 
librarianship or a closely related field is so outstanding that it is of lasting importance to the advancement 
of the whole field of library service. Honorary members are elected for life by vote of ALA Council 
upon recommendation by the ALA Executive Board.

Patricia Glass Schuman was elected by the ALA Council to honorary membership in 2014. Schuman 
was nominated in recognition of her dedication to change the culture of ALA, the perception 
the profession of librarianship has of itself, and its communication with the people of our nation. 
Schuman helped develop the Social Responsibilities Round Table and its Task Force on Women  
(now the Feminist Task Force) in the early 1970s. in 1984, Schuman was the first woman elected  
ALA treasurer, and she instituted transparency, education, and policies that empowered members 
and helped ALA to gain a more solid financial framework. As president-elect (1990–1991), she helped 
establish the Library Champions fundraising program. As president (1991–1992), she launched ALA’s 
first nationwide media campaign, including media training for ALA and chapter leaders and a national 
radio rally. She is author of six books, has testified before the US Congress, and has been published 
nationally and internationally. Additionally, Schuman founded ALA’s “Library Advocacy NOW!”  
effort and cofounded Neal-Schuman Publishers in 1976, which ALA acquired in 2011.

ALA EXCELLENCE IN LIBRARY PROGRAMMING AWARD
Recognizes a library that demonstrates excellence in library programming by creating a cultural/thematic 
program type or program series that engages the community in planning, sponsorship, and/or active 
participation, addresses an identified community need, and has a measurable impact.  
Donor: ALA Cultural Communities Fund

Created by the Kansas City (MO) Public Library, the “Greetings from Kansas City” program and 
exhibitions featured historic postcards from the library’s Missouri Valley Special Collections, as well as 
local historical programs, to connect the citizens of Kansas City to its past. The postcards, which date 
from 1900 to 1950, were organized into three categories: business and industry; history and heritage; 
and entertainment, arts, and culture. The exhibition ran for five months at the central library, providing 
exposure to the library collection and increasing attendance from the previous year by 14%. Exhibits 
at four branch locations featured postcards from the respective neighborhoods and highlighted the 
cultural diversity of Kansas City. Building on the central library’s program, the branch programs reflected 
the city’s eclectic neighborhoods.
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ALA/INFORMATION TODAY, INC. LIBRARY OF 
THE FUTURE AWARD
Recognizes an individual library, library consortium, 
group of librarians, or support organization for 
innovative planning for, applications of, or  
development of patron training programs about 
information technology in a library setting.  
Donor: IIDA and Information Today, Inc.

in 2013, Google donated 5,000 tablets to help seven 
libraries rebuild after the devastation caused by 
Hurricane Sandy. As a result, Queens (NY) Library 
started the “Enriching the Lives of a Challenged 
Community by Lending Tablets” project. Serving an 
economically disadvantaged community, the  
challenge for Queens Library was that a tablet  
with full functionality would require Wi-Fi—a  
service that was scarce and not always affordable. 
The tablets also had the potential to create a  
maintenance burden on library staffers already 
challenged by operating out of small, interim 
spaces. Staff members created a customized tablet 
interface that would be useful with or without  
Wi-Fi, make the tablets accessible for beginners, 
and provide library-curated content on topics of 
interest to the community.

BETA PHI MU AWARD 
For distinguished service to education for librarianship. 
Donor: Beta Phi Mu International Library  
Science Honorary Society

Beth M. Paskoff has maintained a service agenda  
connected to library education, recruitment for  
the profession, and professional associations 
throughout her career. Currently director of the 
Louisiana State University (LSU) School of Library 

and information Science in Baton Rouge, Paskoff 
has taught more than nine different courses at 
the graduate level, developing six of them; served 
on and chaired more than 100 graduate commit-
tees; and published numerous book chapters and 
refereed articles and reports. Her biggest challenge 
at LSU was the proposed closure of the LSU 
School of information and Library Science in 2009. 
Adroitly navigating the politics of the university, 
she negotiated firmly, insisting that the school not 
be disbanded. With her calm leadership and the 
assistance of alumni, students, and the Louisiana 
library community, the school was saved and is 
now a part of the College of Human Sciences and 
Education. She is a past president of the Louisiana 
Library Association, was named a Distinguished 
Member of the Academy of Health Professionals by 
the Medical Library Association, and received the 
Dorothy B. Skau Award for Excellence.

MELVIL DEWEY MEDAL
For creative professional achievement in library 
management, training, cataloging and classification, 
and the tools and techniques of librarianship.  
Donor: OCLC

Robert Wolven, associate university librarian for 
bibliographic services and collection development 
at Columbia University Libraries, is co-chair of the 
ALA Digital Content and Libraries Working Group, 
which seeks to make ebooks more accessible to 
public library users. He also leads in advancing  
technical services as chair of ALCTS’s Head of  
Technical Services in Large Research Libraries 
Discussion Group, as a member of the Library of 
Congress Working Group on the Future of  
Bibliographic Control, and of the OCLC Record Use 
Policy Council. As a program steering committee 
chair of HathiTrust, his role involves developing the 
programs and policies that will enable HathiTrust 
to achieve its goal of making millions of digitized 
books freely accessible. His innovative approaches 
to the collection and archiving of web resources and 
to deep collaboration are exemplified in Columbia 
and Cornell University’s 2CUL partnership, which 
allows the institutions to pool resources to provide 
content, expertise, and services.

EQUALITY AWARD 
For outstanding contribution that promotes equality 
in the library profession. Donor: Scarecrow Press, 
Inc., a member of the Rowman & Littlefield  
Publishing Group

Ann K. Symons, school librarian and international 
library consultant, has been an active and effective 
supporter of intellectual freedom for much of her 
career, focusing extensively on school libraries 
and GLBT issues. Whether as a school librarian in 
Alaska, the president of ALA, the librarian of the 
Anglo-American School in Moscow, Russia, or as a 
consultant for library organizations, she has been a 
longtime and consistent champion of intellectual 
freedom and the right to read. Most recently, she 
was a consultant to the American School of Lima, 
Peru, which faced a parent challenge to eight  
GLBT picture books with same-sex parents. Her 
conference program, “Serving GLBT Families: 

Where Access, Equality, and intellectual Freedom 
Collide,” has been presented at the joint  
Washington/Oregon Library Association  
Conference and the Alaska Library Association 
Conference. it was on the program at the 2014  
Texas Library Association Conference in April.  
She is currently chair-elect of ALA’s Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, and Transgender Round Table.
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(ALA Awards 2014 cont’d)

THE FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION  
ROLL OF HONOR AWARD 
Recognizes individuals who have contributed sub-
stantially to the foundation through adherence to 
its principles and/or substantial monetary support. 
Donor: Freedom to Read Foundation

Herbert Krug, a founding member of the Freedom 
to Read Foundation (FTRF), has served as trustee 
for three years, including two terms as treasurer. 
Prior to that, he volunteered service to FTRF since 
its inception in 1969, using expertise developed 
over a long career in direct marketing to contribute 
immeasurably to successful fundraising and  
membership development efforts. in 2009, Krug 
was a key member of FTRF’s 40th Anniversary 
Gala committee, which raised tens of thousands of 
dollars for the foundation; he currently is helping to 
coordinate FTRF’s 45th anniversary celebrations 
this year. Krug also spearheaded the creation of 
FTRF’s Judith F. Krug Memorial Fund, created in 
honor of his late wife, FTRF’s founding executive 
director, after her 2009 death. Among his efforts 
for the Krug Fund has been coordinating the  
annual selection of grants for Banned Books  
Week Read-Outs, continuing his wife’s substantial 
legacy in honor of the freedom to read.

ELIZABETH FUTAS CATALYST  
FOR CHANGE AWARD 
For making positive changes in the profession of 
librarianship by: taking risks to further the cause; 
helping new librarians grow and achieve; working 
for change within ALA or other library organizations; 
inspiring colleagues to excel.  
Donor: Elizabeth Futas Memorial Fund

Throughout her career, Karen G. Schneider, university 
librarian at Holy Names University in Oakland,  
California, has served as a leader and innovator. 
She is a founding member of both the Resource 
Sharing Committee of the Statewide California 
Electronic Library Consortium and the first rapid 
delivery network for California’s private academic 
libraries. As a member of ALA Council, she has  
provided insightful and constructive discussion to issues 
facing the organization. She has been an outspoken 
and articulate proponent of accountability, change, 
and action. Her blog, Free Range Librarian, one 
of the earliest in the profession, and her book, A 
Practical Guide to Internet Filters, resulted in her 
selection as an expert witness in the Mainstream 
Loudoun First Amendment case. Both are examples 
of her groundbreaking and lifelong commitment 
within the library community.

GALE CENGAGE LEARNING FINANCIAL  
DEVELOPMENT AWARD 
Presented to a library organization that exhibits 
meritorious achievement in creating new means  
of funding for a public or academic library.  
Donor: Gale Cengage Learning, an ALA  
Library Champion.

When the Cedar Park (TX) Public Library (CPPL) 
lost some of its funding in 2012, the Cedar Park 
Public Library Foundation had to develop other 
opportunities to support the Library’s enrichment 
program and technology needs. The Foundation 
further developed Fable Fest, an annual fundraising 
festival it organizes that includes arts and crafts, 
costume characters, demonstrations, performances, 
and activities. The 2009 Fable Fest event raised 
$2,428, and in each subsequent year the Foundation 
sought to increase the sponsorship and attendance. 
For the 2013 Fable Fest, the CPPL and the Cedar 
Park Public Library Foundation raised $21,037, a 
20% increase over the previous year. The event 
attracted more than 7,500 attendees and was  
co-sponsored by the Cedar Park Chamber of  
Commerce and the Cedar Park Public Library 
Foundation, and local businesses and organizations 
were invited to attend.

JOSEPH W. LIPPINCOTT AWARD 
For distinguished service to the profession of  
librarianship, including outstanding participation  
in the activities of the professional library  
association, notable published professional  
writing, or other significant activity on behalf  
of the profession and its aims. 
Donor: Joseph W. Lippincott III

Maurice J. Freedman’s tireless advocacy for  
socially responsible cataloging and library  
technologies and processes has had a profound 
impact on the profession, nationally and  
internationally. He has been a consultant and 
speaker for the US State Department, the US  

information Service, and other organizations in 
close to 30 countries on five continents. His  
intense concentration on salary issues resulted 
in tools, training, and advocacy programs that  
have helped to make the conversation about fair 
pay and improved status for library workers  
acceptable—and welcome. in fact, the  
establishment of the APA (Allied Professional  
Association) followed his ALA presidency  
(1991–1992). He is currently director of the  
New City (NY) Library.
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SCHOLASTIC LIBRARY PUBLISHING AWARD 
For a librarian whose extraordinary contributions  
to promoting access to books and encouraging a 
love of reading for lifelong learning exemplify  
outstanding achievement in the profession. 
Donor: Scholastic Library Publishing

Professor at the School of Library and information 
Studies at Texas Woman’s University, Sylvia Vardell 
has served at various universities in Texas and 
Nevada, and in Zimbabwe as a Fulbright Scholar. 
She has taught courses about children’s and young 
adult literature at both the master’s and doctoral 
levels, has authored or coauthored more than 80 
published articles, has contributed chapters to, or 
authored, more than 25 books, and has given in excess 
of 100 presentations at the regional and national levels. 
Among her other professional activities, she is a 
prolific author, especially in the area of children’s 
poetry. She is a regular poetry columnist for ALA’s 
BookLinks magazine, a communicator of poetry for 
young people through her blog Poetry for Children, 
an editor of digital poetry anthologies, and a very 
successful grant recipient. She has served as a 
member of many ALA committees, as president 
of the United States Board on Books for Young 
People, and as chair of the Orbis Pictus Award for 
Outstanding Nonfiction for Children.

THE LEMONY SNICKET PRIZE FOR NOBLE  
LIBRARIANS FACED WITH ADVERSITY
For recognition of a librarian who has faced  
adversity with integrity and dignity intact.  
Donor: Daniel Handler (Lemony Snicket)

Laurence Copel, youth outreach librarian and 
founder of the Lower Ninth Ward Street Library in 
New Orleans, moved from New York in 2010, and 
saw a need to provide age-appropriate books to 
neighborhood youth. Known to local children as 
the “Book Lady,” she opened a library in her home 
through self-funding and small donations while 
living on $350 a week. She also converted her bicycle 
into a mobile book carrier, allowing her to reach 
children and families that could not travel to her 

home. in her efforts to serve young readers, she 
has had to overcome much adversity, including a 
burglary, significant weather damage to her home 
(that destroyed many of the books she planned to 
give to children), limited financial resources, and 
no assistance from local politicians. Despite these 
challenges, Copel has provided more than 7,000 
books to children in need. She has demonstrated 
remarkable dedication and perseverance to the 
cause of youth literacy and, in the process,  
ingenuity and spunk.

SULLIVAN AWARD FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY  
ADMINISTRATORS SUPPORTING SERVICES  
TO CHILDREN
Given to an individual who has shown exceptional 
understanding and support of public library service 
to children while having general management, 
supervisory, or administrative responsibility that 
has included public service for children in its scope. 
Donor: Peggy Sullivan

As city librarian at San Francisco Public Library 
(SFPL), Luis Herrera demonstrates passion and 
exceptional support for public library services to 
children. As a member of the PLA board, he  
supported the launch of a partnership with the  

National institute of Child Health and Human  
Development, which led to the PLA/ALSC Every 
Child Ready to Read @ your library (ECRR) initiative. 
He was instrumental in negotiating the Memorandum 
of Agreement between PLA and ALSC that  
institutionalized and provided funding for ECRR @ 
your library, which has been implemented nationally. 
At SFPL, he has overseen the development and 
deployment of many programs, including the first 
multiyear partnership with the San Francisco Unified 
School District, and procured an iMLS grant for a 
Teen Digital Media Center. Herrera has also been a 
longtime and active member of Reforma.

H. W. WILSON LIBRARY STAFF  
DEVELOPMENT GRANT 
Awarded to a library that demonstrates merit in a 
staff development program that furthers the goals 
and objectives of the library organization.  
Donor: H. W. Wilson Company

The “Connect: Customer Service Excellence at  
Martin County (FL) Library System” program  
focuses on developing and training staff members 
to be knowledgeable in every area of library  
operations. After completion, staffers will be  
capable and confident in answering complex  
questions and handling difficult situations. The 
Martin County Library System plans to develop  
the final team-building module of the program, 
develop and implement program evaluation tools, 
and fund a speaker for its annual staff training day. 
Six other modules have already been developed 
and launched, focusing on communication,  
technology, event planning, collection development, 
budget basics, and people in charge. 
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ALA CALENDAR OF
       OBSERVANCES AND ACTIVITIES

SEPTEMBER 2015

Banned Books Week  
September 27 – October 3

Banned Websites Awareness Day 
September 30

Civic Awareness Month

Library Card Sign-up Month

National Hispanic  
Heritage Month
September 15 – October 15

OCTOBER 2015

Teen Read Week™  
October 18 – 24

National Friends of  
Libraries Week  
October 18 – 24

Diversity Awareness Month

Information Literacy  
Awareness Month

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,  
Transgender (LGBT)  
History Month

National Arts and  
Humanities Month

NOVEMBER 2015

AASL National Conference  
November 5 – 8

YALSA YA Literature  
Symposium 
November 6 – 8

LITA National Forum 
November 12 – 15

International Games Day  
@ your library 
November 21

ACRL Assessment/Intentional 
Teaching Immersion Program 

Native American Heritage Month

National Scholarship Month

Picture Book Month
 

DECEMBER 2015

I Love My Librarian Award
 
JANUARY 2016

ALA Midwinter Meeting 
January 8 – 12 

ALA Book & Media  
Award Announcements  
January 8 - 12

ALA Youth Media  
Award Announcements   
January 11

FEBRUARY 2016 C

Digital Learning Day

Library Lovers’ Month

National African  
American History Month

MARCH 2016

Teen Tech WeekTM 

March 6 - 12

Freedom of Information Day 
March 16

National Deaf History Month

National Women’s History Month

APRIL 2016

PLA National Conference
April 5 – 9

National Volunteer Week
April 10 – 16

National Library Week
April 10 – 16

National Library Workers Day 
April 12

National D.E.A.R. Day
April 12

National Bookmobile Day
April 13

Money Smart Week ®  
@ your library  
April 23 – 30

Preservation Week 
April 24 – 30

El día de los niños/ 
El día de los libros (Día)
April 30

National Poetry Month

School Library Month

MAY 2016

hoose Privacy Week 
May 1 – 7

National Library Legislative Day
May 2 – 3

Asian – Pacific American  
Heritage Month

National Older Americans Month

JUNE 2016

ACRL Rare Books and  
Manuscripts Conference 
June 21 - 24

ALA Annual Conference  
and Exhibition  
June 23 – 28

ALA Book, Media &  
Leadership Excellence  
Award Announcements  
June 23 – 28

GLBT Book Month 

JULY 2016

ACRL Teacher/Program Track  
Immersion Program 

AUGUST 2016

ALA Leadership Institute 
August 8 – 11  

For additional information about the events listed and to find 

out about other activities, please visit http://www.ala.org/ 
conferencesevents/celebrationweeks
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 2013 – 2014

Consolidated Statement of Financial Position

ASSETS

Cash and short-term investments $  16,596,366

Accounts receivable 3,639,347 

Inventories 1,818,234 

Grants receivable 556,787 

Prepaid expenses and other assets 623,379 

Property and equipment, less accumulated depreciation 12,822,184

Goodwill 1 ,826,567 

Intangible assets, less amortization 2,264,698 

Long-term investments 40,221,326 

     Total Assets $ 80,368,888

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $   4,703,076 

Deferred revenue 11,551,928 

Capital lease obligation 283,616 

Long-term debt 8,805,000 

Accrued post-retirement benefits 16,363,243 

     Total liabilities 41,706,863

NET ASSETS

Unrestricted 32,478,483
Temporarily restricted 5,668,842 
Permanently restricted 514,700 

     Total net assets 38,662,025 

     Total liabilities and net assets $ 80,368,888

Consolidated Statement of Operations by Program Activity

OPERATING REVENUES

Publishing $   17,910,889 

Grants and awards 4,954,945 

Contributions 2,224,223 

Meetings and conferences 12,579,999 

Membership dues 8,387,299

Products and promotions 1,038,001 

Dividends and interest 1,449,065 

Other 2,695,476 

     Total operating revenues 51,239,897

EXPENSES

Payroll 20,362,398 

Outside services 7,270,045 

Travel 2,196,459 

Meetings and conferences 6,544,914 

Scholarships and awards 229,083 

Publications 4,394,998 

Operating 7,511,363

Post-retirement benefits 1,440,871

     Total expenses 49,950,131 

     Expenses in excess of operating revenues $    1,289,766
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This Annual Report of the American Library Association for fiscal year 2014 is more than a recounting 
of a year’s activities and achievements at ALA. it is about the fulfillment of the Association’s mission 
and is the product of—and, we hope, the catalyst for—the ongoing conversation about libraries—
school, public, academic and special—and the library profession. We hope that you take great  
satisfaction in the crucial contributions of all kinds made by you and others in support of the vital 
role that they play in a diverse and vibrant society.

ALA gratefully acknowledges the generosity of those who helped ALA fulfill its role as a national 
leader in advancing knowledge and appreciation of libraries and the library profession. Through 
your generosity of more than $6.5 million in donations, grants and in-kind support, ALA and its  
divisions, offices and round tables have been able to uphold advocacy for libraries and increase 
public awareness of their value and the services they provide, create awards and scholarships,  
and develop new programs and initiatives. We are truly grateful.

IN APPRECIATION

   THANK YOU FOR AN AMAZING YEAR

$100,000 and above
Bill & Melinda Gates  
   Foundation
Carnegie Corporation  
   of New York
Dollar General Literacy  
   Foundation
Financial industry  
   Regulatory (FiNRA) 
   investor Education  
   Foundation
Gale, Cengage Learning
institute of Museum and  
   Library Services
National Constitution Center
National Endowment for  
   the Humanities
National Library of  
   Medicine/Medical  
   Library Association
National Science Foundation
Smithsonian institution
Space Science institute

$50,000 to $99,999
Association for Middle  
   Level Education
Best Buy Company, inc.  
   and Best Buy Children’s  
   Foundation

Folger Shakespeare Library
Google, inc.
innovative
ProQuest 
World Wrestling  
   Entertainment, inc. 

$10,000 to $49,999
3M Library Systems
ABC-CLiO, inc.
Alexander Street Press
Baker & Taylor, LLC
Bound To Stay Bound
Carnegie Museums and  
   Library of Pittsburgh
City Lore
Craigslist Charitable 
Foundation
EBSCO information  
   Services
Lego Duplo
National Trust for  
   the Humanities
OCLC Online Computer  
   Library Center
Penguin Group USA
Poets House
Polaris Library Systems
Random House
SAGE

Simon & Schuster
Synergy Enterprises, inc.
Tribeca Film institute
University of  
   California-irvine
University of Pittsburgh 
Westchester  
   Library System 

$5,000 to $9,999
Bepress Digital Commons
Chipotle Mexican Grill
Coughlan Publishing
Demco incorporated
Emerald Group  
   Publishing  Limited
Florida State University
Gladys Kreible Delmas 
Foundation
HarperCollins Publishers
infoGroup, inc.
Kansas State  
   University Libraries
Library Journals LLC
Microsoft Corp.
National Education  
   Association
Penguin Group
Pennsylvania State  
   University Libraries

Preservation  
   Technologies, LP
ReferenceUSA
Soho Press
Texas Library Association
The Library Corporation
Thomson Reuters
University of Wyoming
Whispering Bells Foundation  
   Charitable Trust

IN-KIND SUPPORT
Archival Products
George Blood, L.P.
Candlewick Press
GameTable Online inc.
Good Games
Hollinger Metal Edge
Konami
Looney Labs
Midwest Library Services
Paizo Publishing, LLC
ProQuest
Ravensburger
Simply Fun
Starline Publishing
Steve Jackson Games
USAopoly

Corporations, Foundations, Government Agencies, and Organizations
We are proud to recognize our many members, friends, individuals, corporations, government agencies, 
foundations, and organizations who gave so generously to ALA and its divisions, offices, and round tables. 
Our work would not be possible without your interest, involvement, and leadership.

This honor roll recognizes all the donors who have invested in ALA through grants, sponsorship and other 
contributions made between September 1, 2013, and August 31, 2014. Thank you!

LIBRARY ADVOCATES, 2013-2014
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LIBRARY CHAMPIONS

With the generous support of our Library Champions, ALA is able to provide free 

resources to libraries to enable them to increase their public awareness and  

advocacy efforts to tell their story on how they benefit their local community in 

many important ways. Children are overcoming hurdles and becoming stronger 

readers. Seniors and families who are living on less are getting information and 

advice. The unemployed are gaining job-hunting skills and getting the support and 

internet access they need. Students and faculty consult with library personnel on 

their work requiring information resources.

ALA considers supporters of the Campaign—Library Champions—among our 

greatest proponents. When an individual, company or foundation supports the 

Campaign for America’s Libraries, they are supporting three critical areas of  

American life: access to information which is essential to our democracy; freedom 

of speech; and continuous, lifelong learning for all people through library and  

information services of every type. 

ALA would like to thank the following Library Champions for their generous  

contribution to the Campaign for America’s Libraries and for supporting such  

initiatives as National Library Week and Library Card Sign-Up Month. 

ALA Library Champion Sustainer 
$25,000 or above
Dollar General Literacy Foundation 

ALA Library Champion Investor 
$10,000 to $24,999
Severn House Publishers Ltd.

ALA Library Champion Patron 
$7,500 to $9,999
innovative
SirsiDynix

ALA Library Champion Member 
$5,000 to $7,499
Baker & Taylor, LLC
Bound to Stay Bound Books
Brodart Company
Candlewick Press
Demco incorporated
EBSCO information Services
Elsevier

Gale, Cengage Learning
Gaylord Brothers
ingram Content Group 
LEGO® DUPLO®
LexisNexis
Library Systems & Services, LLC (LSSi)
Midwest Tape
Morningstar, inc.
OCLC Online Computer Library Center
ProQuest
ReferenceUSA
Rowman & Littlefield Publishing Group
SAGE
Scholastic inc.
Sisters in Crime
Springer Science+Business Media
S&P Capital iQ
Swets
Taylor & Francis Group
Thomson Reuters
TLC - The Library Corporation
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ALA LEGACY SOCIETY

The role of libraries and the profession of librarianship keeps transforming and growing. 

Librarians and library staff need a strong professional association on their side. Planned 

gifts offer our members and friends the opportunity to lend their support to an area within  

the Association that had the most impact on them personally. We are grateful for the  

commitments from each of our Legacy Society members. They are instrumental in ensuring  

a strong and impactful Association continues to serve the needs of our members, libraries, 

and the library profession for years to come.

The ALA Legacy Society recognizes philanthropic benefactors whose vision and generosity 

have provided for the Association through wills or retirement accounts, through gifts of 

securities, or through other planned-giving methods. 

it is with great honor that ALA gratefully acknowledges the following ALA Legacy  

Society members who have included ALA or its divisions, offices and round tables in  

their estate plans.

Anonymous (2)

Robert E. Banks

Peggy Barber*

Anne K. Beaubien

Katharina Blackstead

irene L. Briggs

Francis J. Buckley, Jr.

Trevor A. Dawes

Carol Pitts Diedrichs

Janice Feye-Stukas

Carole & Stan Fiore*

Shirley Fitzgibbons

Barbara J. Ford*

Charles Garris, in memory 

    of Cicely Phippen Marks

Julia Gelfand & David Lang

Carolyn Giambra

William R. Gordon*

Ellin Greene*

Dr. Ken Haycock

Nann Blaine Hilyard*

Pam Spencer Holley

Suellen Hoy

Richard L. Huffine

Penny Johnson

Dr. Em Claire Knowles

Nancy Kranich

Shirley Loo*

Geri Hansen Mann

Carse McDaniel*

Regina Minudri

John N. Mitchell*

Virginia B. Moore

Jim & Fran Neal

Robert Newlen

Sylvia K. Norton

Joyce L. Ogburn &  

   Steven A. Eichner

Kimberly Patton

Mary Jane Petrowski

Larry Romans & Mike Morgan

Frances R. Roscello

Patricia Glass Schuman

Roberta & George Stevens

Peggy Sullivan*

Teri Switzer

Ann & John Symons*

Ruth & Jay Toor*

Betty Turock*

William L. Turner, Jr.

Patricia A. Wand

J. Linda Williams

*Charter member

With gratitude, ALA remembers  
and acknowledges the following 
individuals for their visionary 
support and whose estate  
gifts were received between  
September 1, 2013 and  
August 31, 2014.

Estate of Emily Cloyd

Estate of Mary Ruth Y. Duncan

Helga Herz Trust

ALA
LEGACY
SOCIETY
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INDIVIDUALS

The American Library Association would like thank each and every one of these individuals who 

have given generously to support ALA. We want you to know how meaningful these annual 

philanthropic commitments are to our ongoing work. in fiscal year 2014, ALA received more than 

$219,314 in donations. Thank you!

Anonymous (12) 

Susan Abair

Dr. Eileen G. Abels

Ms. Jill Abrahamsen

Mr. Joel H. Abrams

Ms. Marilyn Ackerman

Sharon K. Adley

Monica Aguirre

Ms. Gia Aivazian

Jade Alburo

Danielle M. Alderson

Robert Aldrich

John Allen

Melody L. Allen

Oluwatobi Almaroof

Lucas Alvarez

Mr. Craig J. Anderson

James D. Anderson

Lemoyne W. Anderson

Ann U. Andrews

Jennifer Andrews

Ms. Judith C. Andrews

Carolyn A. Anthony

Mary Appelberg

Ms. Rebecca Nan  

   Arenivar

Ms. Cynthia Anne  

   Armstrong

Mary J. Arnold

Beth Arnott

Viki L. Ash

Frances L. Ashburn

Ms. Deborah Ashby

Helen Athey

Rita Auerbach

Mr. John Louis Ayala

Aimee Babcockellis

Michelle M. Baildon

Gary Bailey

Ms. Jane  

   Ballagh De Tovar

Mrs. Jeanine Marie  

   Ballantyne

Rochelle Redmond  

   Ballard

Robert E. Banks

Peggy Barber

Roberta S. Barber

Tania P. Bardyn

Ms. Carolyn Baron

Thomas Jeremy  

   Barthelmess

Jeannette A. Bastian

Sandra Batchelor 

Dr. Marcia J. Bates

Julie A. Bauer

Charles H. Baumann

Ms. Paula K. Baumberger

Ms. Rosann V. Bazirjian

Billy C. Beal

Kiemon Beard

Kayron F. Bearden

Mr. Simon Beattie

Ms. Anne Kathleen  

   Beaubien

Ms. Edith K. Beckett

Warren W. Behan

Don C. Bell

Dr. Steven J. Bell

Valerie P. Bell

Claire Q. Bellanti

Robert Bellanti

Dr. Robert J. Belvin

Marsha A. Bennett

Miranda Henry Bennett

Dale M. Bentz

Josephine F. Berg

Sidney E. Berger

William D. Bergfalk

Sherrie S. Bergman

Mr. Alan Bern

Mr. Rickey D. Best

Jonathan R. Betz-Zall

Dr. Stanton F. Biddle

Therese G. Bigelow

Ms. Victoria Ann Billings

Dr. William Samuel  

   Bingman

Lizbeth Bishoff

Mrs. Diane D. Bishop

Mr. Robert Bittner

Donna R. Bjorkquist

Betty J. Blackman

Sandra P. Blackwood

Julie J. Blankenburg

Jeffrey Bliss

Erik R. Blomstedt

Margaret Blue

Pamela Bluh

Brett Bodemer

Emily Boening

Jennifer C. Boettcher

Mr. Matthew Bollerman

Nancy M. Bolt

Salvatore Bordonaro

Ms. Arpita Bose

Carmen Lynette Boston

Linda S. Bostrom

Jane Botham

Virginia Boucher

Richard F. Bough

Cathleen Bourdon

Yvonne D. Boyer

Ms. Patricia Bozeman

Martha G. Bradshaw

Linda W. Braun

Eileen Breen

Paula Brehm-Heeger

Dr. Patricia Senn Breivik

Prof. Patricia B.M.  

   Brennan

Karen Brickman -  

   Emmons

Ms. irene L. Briggs

Ms. Richenda Lea Brim

Mary L. Brink

Anne Putman Britton

Ms. Nancy E. Brochu

Naomi C. Broering

Sophie Brookover

Jane R. Brooks

Valerie Bross

Ann G. Brouse

Charlotte B. Brown

David Scott Brown

Ms. Myra Michele Brown

Nathalee V. Bryant, SBS

Susan Brynteson

Betty Jo Buckingham

Francis J. Buckley, Jr.

Dr. John M. Budd

Mary E. Buelow

Susan Burkholder

Mary Frances Burns

Mr. Matthew D. Burrell

Margaret A. Bush

Mr. Robert Alexander  

   Cagna

Ms. Emily F. Calkins

Jo Ann Calzonetti

Ariel Campos

Dr. Tyrone Heath Cannon

Michael B. Cantlon

Ms. Kate Capps

Christine D. Caputo

Marilyn Carbonell

Cathy J. Carlson

Ms. Dudley B. Carlson

Mr. Jonathan D. Carlson

Allyson Carlyle

Angela Carstensen

Michael Cart

Janet D. Carter

Keri A. Cascio

Mary M. Case

Gregory Kip Cates

Brian Cazanave

Ms. Lisabeth A. Chabot

Faye A. Chadwell

Connie J. Champlin

James Chenault

Mary Charters
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Jan L. Chauncey

Mary Ellen Chijioke

Janet M. Chin

Lori B. Choudhury

Michael H. Cienfuegos, Jr.

Kathleen A. Cizek

Ms. Carolyn L. Clark

Cynthia D. Clark

Sherman Clarke

Dr. Helen P. Clements

Lynn Scott Cochrane

Ms. Ann C. Cole

Barbara W. Cole

Mrs. Nancy C. Cole

Mrs. Patricia Ann Collins

Ms. Ruth Ann Compton

Barbara Conaty

Ms. Marie C. Concannon

Catherine J. Conduitte

Judith H. Constantinides

Meghan Read  

   Constantinou

Mary K. Conwell

Mr. John F. Coogan

Madelyn V. Cook

Ginnie Cooper

Marianne Cooper

Sarah M. Cooper

Christopher John  

   Corrigan

Kelley Cotter

Mr. Peter D. Coyl

Nancy Crabbe

Sean Crago

Mrs. Linda S. Cravens

Mr. Patrick Michael  

   Crowley

Rachel C. Crowley

Ms. Cheryl Cuillier

John P. Culshaw

Mark Cummings

Cynthia Altick  

   Cunningham

Nancy Curdts

Cheryl L. Cutsforth

Katherine M. Dahl

Glenn R. Dallman

James A. Damico

Priscille M. Dando

Peggy J. Danhof

Wilfred Danielson

John Joseph Danneker

Maxine Dark

Jonathan Dash

Mary Ellen K. Davis

Susan Davis

Stephanie R. Davis-Kahl

Chice Ann Davison

Mr. Trevor A. Dawes

Susan O. De Sciora

Mr. Jason W. Dean

Ms. Erica Dean Glenn

Sarah Cornish Debraski

Mr. Karl E. Debus-Lopez

Ms. Elise DeGuiseppi

Ms. Kathryn J. Deiss

Francis Delaney

Priscilla E.S. DeLong

Charlotte K. Demchock

Mr. Amed Demirhan

Scott L. Dennis

Ms. Sarah Dentan

Marie-Helene J. Dere

Mr. Joseph R. (Bob) Diaz

Joan B. Dible

Shirley Dichek

Carol Pitts Diedrichs

Jennie Dienes

Emily DiGiulio

Bonita D. Dillard

Wynne M Dobyns

Dr. Brian J. Doherty

Joseph Doniach

Carrie Donovan

William H. Dorf

Cynthia Ellison Dottin

Richard M. Dougherty

Sharon Douthitt

Ms. Erika Dowell

Michael P. Dowling

Trish S. Downey

Dr. Karen E. Downing

Ms. Deborah A. Doyle

James M. Doyle

Erik D. Drake

Marcia A. Drane

Ms. Deanna Draper

Charlotte Droll

Ms. Ruth Dropkin

Madeline D. Dudas

Robert E. Dugan

Lisa Dunkley

Connie Dunlap

Dr. Christian Yves Dupont

inge Dupont

Dr. Nancy Barker DuPree

Elizabeth A. Dupuis

Mrs. Michelle E. Dustin

Mk Eagle

Kathy Ann East

David L. Easterbrook

Lori Easterwood

Gale Eaton

Anne C. Edmonds

Karen M. Eggert

Jane M. Eisner

Terri Elder

Charles Elftmann

Fitz Elliott

Vicki M. Emery

Mark Emmons

Mary E. Engebretson

Janet England

Ms. Lenore A. England

Ms. Sarah M. Erekson

Jan Estrellado

Joanne R. Euster

Ms. Anita K. Evans

Janet Gilles Everett

Ellen G. Fader

Margaret A. Fain

Josephine R. Fang

Bruce Stewart Farrar

Ms. Maggie Farrell

Adele M. Fasick

Susan W. Faust

Nancy E. Fawley

M. S. Federowski

Sari Feldman

Alyson Feldman-Piltch

Ms. Judith M. Feller

Francine S. Fialkoff

Miguel A. Figueroa

Mr. Lance C. Finney

Ms. Carole D. Fiore

Joan B. Fiscella

Judy K. Fitzgerald

Michael J. Fitzgerald

Kevin Flickinger

Sarah i. Flowers

Barbara J. Ford

Mr. Charles Forrest

Ellen Forsyth

Elaine A. Franco

Eileen M. Franke

Connie Frankenfeld

Brinley R. Franklin

Betsy Fraser

Lila Daum Fredenburg

Ms. Angela Frederick

J. Arthur Freed

Catherine R. Friedman

Bruce Friedrich

Mrs. Laura L. Friesen

L. Ronald Frommeyer

Carolyn Fruchtenicht

Mr. Richard C. Fyffe

Jean F. Gadd

Dale W. Gaddis

Donell J. Gaertner

Ms. Elisa J. Gall

Mr. Patrick J. Gall

Jennifer Jung Gallant

Mr. Ed Garcia, Jr.

Joan Brody Garkisch

Frances S. Garrison

Julie Ann Garrison

Dorothy Garwood

Ms. Leigh Gates

Patricia H. Gates

Robert Gaylor

Julia M. Gelfand

Jennifer L. Gelman

Barbara A. Genco

Mrs. Maria E. Gentle

Rye Gentleman

Mr. Sean P. S. George

Julia Gelfand

Mrs. Lolly H. Gepson

Leila A. Geronimo

Mr. Paul F. Getzen

Louella G. Geverdt

Ms. Mary W. Ghikas

M. Dina Giambi

Judith R. Gibbard

Mary Ellyn Gibbs

Ms. Glynnis G. Gilbert

Mr. Brian Gilligan

Cherye Gilmore

Mary Ginnane

Fred J. Gitner

Catherine C. Glass

Kevin L. Glick

Margaret Glisson

Lori Goetsch

Mr. Edward Goldberg

Elizabeth A. Goldman

Martin J. Gomez

(Individuals cont’d)
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Sarah Hannah Gomez

Ms. Regina H. Gong

Ms. Vicki Goode

Dr. Ruth i. Gordon

Ms. Debra Ann  

   Gottsleben

Allen R. Goudie

Ms. Carla Graebner

Julie Graham

Mrs. Martha Grahame

Ms. B. Allison Gray

David L. Gray

Gloria M. Gray

Rosalind Gray

Robert Graziano

Ms. Melinda Dale  

   Greenblatt

Mr. Mark A. Greene

Dr. Vicki L. Gregory

Karen V. Griebel

Terri L. Grief

Agnes M. Griffen

Melanie Griffin

Leonard Grundt

Ngoc-My Guidarelli

Ms. Emily R. Guss

Kathleen Gust

Lori Lynn Gwinett

Ruth Hafter

Ms. Christine Lind Hage

Samantha L. Hager

Dr. Heidi K. Hammond

Daniel Handler

Elizabeth H. Hansen

Roland C. Hansen

Ms. Alida Welzer Hanson

Charles D. Hanson

Prof. Yasuhiro Harada

Dr. Larry L. Hardesty

Elizabeth K. Harper

Daphne Harrington

Ms. Frances Jacobson  

   Harris

Mrs. Jane Alvey Harris

Marvin Harris

Carol Hasegawa

Mr. Gregory J. Hatch

Hatsuyo Hawkins

Ms. Elspeth Healey

Anne A. Heanue

Mrs. Sharon Heath

Ms. Jamison Hedin

Peter D. Hepburn

Sharon Herfurth

Dr. irene M.H. Herold

Luis Herrera

Kathleen Herrold

John Hess

John Hickok

Julie A. Higbee

Sarah B. Hill

Nann Blaine Hilyard

Lisa Janicke Hinchliffe

Steven Hinckley

Dr. Sandra Hirsh

Dora T. Ho

Bernadine Abbott  

   Hoduski

Eric Hogan

Patricia M. Hogan

John J. Hogle

Robin Hoklotubbe

Jill A. Holady-Rauch

Pamela Spencer Holley

Jill M. Holmes

Katherine E. Holmes

Paula Holmes

Mr. Douglas Holtzman

Mary N. Hooks

Dr. Rosita E. Hopper

Judy K. Horn

Susan E. Hornung

Karen Louise Horny

Gloria W. Houser

Patricia A. Howe

Amanda Huckins

Jane Hudson

Mrs. Alexia Hudson-Ward

Richard L. Huffine

Sue M. Hughes

Alice J. Hunt-Lounges

Uta A. Hussong-Christian

Erin Marie iannacchione

Kathy M. irwin

Jane M. ishibashi

Alistair issac

irene itina

Sharon D. iverson

Kanako iwase

Rebecca K. Jackman

Arlyne A. Jackson

Phyllis W. Jackson

Ms. Sabrina Nicole  

   Jackson

Ms. LaVonne Jacobsen

Meena Jain

Liz Jambor

Mr. Lee Jamilkowski

Cherine K. Janzen

George R. Jaramillo

Penelope S. Jeffrey

Ms. Annisha Jeffries

Christine A. Jenkins

Mrs. Mary Jo Jennings

Ms. Jarron L. Jewell

John H. Jewell

Shirley Jobe

Sara Kelly Johns

Mr. Andrew F. Johnson

Mr. Bary L. Johnson

Betty L. Johnson

Bruce Chr. Johnson

Elizabeth L. Johnson

Mr. Eric W. Johnson

Joseph J. Johnson

Kevin J. Johnson

Linda B. Johnson

Mary V. Johnson

Peggy Johnson

Richard D. Johnson

Barbara Jones

Helen B. Josephine

Mr. Alfred Kagan

Ms. Elizabeth S. Kahn

Leslie Kahn

Sally W. Kalin

Ann L. Kalkhoff

Ms. Ruth B. Kallenberg

Janet C. Kammermeyer

Joseph P. Kane

Kim Marie Kane

Mr. Timothy Kaneshiro

Karen Kargel

Mr. Kenneth Karmiole

Mr. Jesse Karp

Vicki Kaufman

Mr. Thomas Theodore  

   Kaun

Carrie Kausch

Robin L. Kear

Mary Ann Keicher

Barbara J. Keiser

Paul Keith

Amy Kellman

Ms. Erin Colleen Kelly

Carol R. Kelm

Dr. Carol Ritzen Kem

Ms. Ann Turner Kennedy

Prof. Barbara J. Kenney

Mr. Steven P. Kerchoff

M. Kathleen Kern

Susan K. Kern

Christopher  Kertesz

Ms. Cara McBain Key

Susan T. Kheel

Mrs. Doris Railey Kieh

Mary A. Kietzman

Elenore Kilpatrick

Joy Kim

Judith Kindell

Dana H. King

Gennice W. King

Dr. Geraldine B. King

Jack King

Lynne O. King

Janel Kinlaw

Karen Kinney

M Kiplinger Hine Jr.

Diane G. Klare

Deborah S. Klein

Stephen C. Klein

Eric Kline

Ms. Barbara Klipper

Wolters Kluwer

Mr. Dale Knoblock

Martin L. Knott

Dr. Em Claire Knowles

Blaine Knupp

Ellen B. Ko

Lee P. Kobayashi

Thomas L. Koenig

Jessie S. Koeppe

Geraldine Kopczynski

Linda A. Kopecky

Melissa A. Kopecky

Jennifer H. Korn

Silvia Kraft-Walker

Ms. Nancy Carol Kranich

Mr. Charles E. Kratz, Jr.

Ginny Moore Kruse

Lisa Kubiske

Jim Kuhn

Paulette Kwiatkowski

Kearsten LaBrozzi

Lois Lackore

Mr. Michael J. LaCroix

Mary A. Lacy

Barbara Ladewski
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Steve Laird

Nia Lam

Connie Lamb

Jolaine B. Lamb

Beth Lander

Theresa K. Lane

David Lang

Mr. Mark Edward  

   Langenfeld

Ann L. Langone

Ellen R. Lanto

Andrea R. Lapsley

Mr. Dustin P. Larmore

Joan B. Larson

Martha E. Lawrenz

Ms. Jennifer Lawson

Sara Shatford Layne

Ms. Deborah Joy Lazar

Jimmy Le

Alexandra N. Leach

Elizabeth Leanza

Bernadette A. Lear

Byrd Leavell

A. Lecours

Kim Leeder

Douglas K. Lehman

Mr. John A. Lehner

Kim Leith

Mr. Lars Leon

Jeannine T. Levesque

Ms. Adeline L. Levine

Ann Levine

Susan H. Levine

Kristen Liberman

Valerie A. Lichtman

Judith T. Liebman

Dr. Chih-Feng P. Lin

Joanne Lincoln

Ellen T. Lindenbaum

Jane A. Lindsay

Nina Lindsay

Erika C. Linke

Rodney E. Lippard

Linda M. Litton

Jose Eddie Lleras

Catherine P. Lo

Marilyn A. Logue

Alicia Karina Long

Shirley Loo

Ken Lopez

Jovanni M. Lota

Judith A. Louer

Dorothy A. Lourdou

Jean E. Lowrie

Margaret B. Lueptow

Divina M. Lynch

Candice A. Mack

Mary Mackay

Ellen G. MacLean

Mr. Roderick MacNeil

Nova C. Maddox

Olivia M. A. Madison

Margaret K. Maes

Beatrice K. Maguire

Rebecca R. Malek - Wiley

Kara J. Malenfant

Mrs. Debbie L. Malone

Jennifer E. Manning

Mary J. Markland

Marianna Markowetz

Jayne L. Markuson

Dr. Steve R. Marquardt

Jeffrey D. Marshall

Matthew R. Marsteller

Mr. Jack Martin, Jr.

Susan Martin

Prof. Georgina D.  

   Martorella

Jennifer S. Masunaga

Ann Matthews

Leni Matthews

Nancy Matthews

Priscilla J. Matthews

Mr. Stephen L. Matthews

Patricia D. Matthias

Phyllis Mattill

Kay Maynard

Rex Mayreis

Mary i. Mazeau

George Ed McBride

Melissa McBride

Capt. David McConnell

Jacquelyn A. McCoy

Nathalie W. McCulloch

Mrs. Donna K. McDonald

Ms. Nicola L. McDonald

Pete McDonnell

Alice M. McGovern

Cecilia P. McGowan

Mrs. Renee C. McGrath

Ronald i. McGriff

Elizabeth H. Mcintyre

Lucas Alan McKeever

Krista R. McKenzie

Mr. Bruce McKittrick

Dr. Claudette S. McLinn

Ms. Juli Marie McLoone

Marilyn C. McManus

Kate McNair

Dale K. McNeill

Marilyn G. McSweeney

Norm Medeiros

Andrew Medlar

Michele F. Meisart

Kathie L. Meizner

Robert W. Melton

irene Hallie Mentzel

Bernard A. Mercer

Holly Mercer

Mr. Kevin Wade  

   Merriman

Timothy Meyer

Ms. Barbara A. Miller

David P. Miller

Dick R. Miller

Ms. Karen Diane Miller

William Miller

Dr. Joyce W. Mills

Ms. Gloria J. Mims

W. Bede Mitchell

Ms. Brenda M.  

   Mitchell-Powell

Joseph Molinari

John P. Monahan

Alanna Aiko Moore

Dr. Donna M. (Shelly)  

   Moore

Jane Ross Moore

Virginia B. Moore

Alice K. Moorhouse

Dr. John Allyn Moorman

Jordan Moose

Pat Mora

Myrna Morales

irene E. Moran

Michael J. Moran

Mrs. Sylvia J. Moran

Kate S. Moriarty

L. Denise Moritz

William D. Moritz

Nicole Morrissette-Ugoji

Jeanette Mosey

Josievet Moss

Mr. David C. Mowery

Ms. Rebecca L. Mugridge

Francis X. Mullen

Ms. Zola Mumford

Carol H. Murdoch

Laura Murray

Steven A. Mussett

Carolynne Myall

John F. Myers

Marilyn Myers

Judy A. Nablo

Ms. Melissa M. Nasea

Lalitha Nataraj

John Vincent Neal

Marilee Neale

Ms. Leone A. Neegan

Gloria L. Nelson

Ms. Judy T. Nelson

Ms. Rachelle R. Nelson

William Neal Nelson, Ph.D

Kenley E. Neufeld

Paul J. Neuhaus

Kate F. Nevins

Gregory R. New

Jill Newby

Mr. Robert Randolph  

   Newlen

Mrs. Susan F. Newman

Wendy J. Newman

Ms. Margaret F. Nichols

Ms. Karla Anne Merino  

   Nielsen

Michael L. Nitz

Mr. Richard C. Noble

Ms. Akilah S. Nosakhere

Mrs. Denise D. Novak

Mr. Aaron Keith Novinger

Anne B. Nute

David J. Nutty

Melissa Nykanen

Cheryl O. O Connor

Marilyn N. Ochoa

Joyce L. Ogburn

Mrs. Blynne Kensel  

   Olivieri

Kim C. Olsen-Clark

Alison Ann O’Reilly

Charli M. Osborne

H. Don Osborne

Madelline E. Oshiro

Mr. John Helle Otto

Elizabeth C. Overmyer

Genevieve S. Owens

Mary Page

Sahon C. Palmer

(Individuals cont’d)
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Mrs. Loretta R. Parham

Neel Parikh

Dr. Leland M. Park

Susan E. Parker

Kathy A. Parsons

Patricia S. Parsons

Glenn E. Patton

Mimi Patton

Dr. Susan Clifton Paul

William D. Paullin

Dr. Linda M. Pavonetti

Patricia C. Payne

Patricia L. Payson

Peter D. Pearson

Edward C. Peck

Roberta E. Peduzzi

Pamela Peifer

Fernando Peña

Jennifer E. Pergola

Linda A. Perkins

Anna H. Perrault

Elizabeth A. Perrin

Mrs. Renee Ruth Perron

Maureen A. Perry

V. Tessa Perry

Gina A. Persichini

Dana Scott Peterman

Lorna Peterson

Shannon M. Peterson

Mary Jane Petrowski

Ms. Daille G. Pettit

Connie L. Phelps

Thomas C. Phelps

Carol K. Phillips

Clare Phillips

Ms. Sara V. Pic

Ms. Barbara J. Pickell

Mary Joyce Pickett

Jeannette E. Pierce

Jackie Pierson

Ms. Jessica Pigza

Nancy M. Pike

Dawn B. Pinkston

Carol J. Pinson

Frank Piontek

Vivian M. Pisano

Veronda J. Pitchford

Norman V. Plair

Nancy L. Platz

Jewel Armstrong Player

Mary Ploehs

Andria Plonka

Susan M. Plotner

Arthur Plotnik

Mr. Stephen H. Plum

John H. Pollitz

Susan H. Polos

Carla Jo Pomager

Mary Pagliero Popp

Diane Elizabeth  

   Porterfield

Ms. Christine R. Posinger

Ms. Connie Pottle

Paul Pouliot

Eleanor K. Pourron

Bonita J. Preston

Ms. Sarah M. Pritchard

Ms. Jacqueline Louise  

   Protka

Dr. Brenda  

   Pruitt-Annisette

Natalie Qualls

Mrs. Aimee C. Quinn

Hannelore B. Rader

Dr. Marguerite Ragnow

Henry F. Raine

Stephen Ramey

Daniel A. Ramirez

Barbara J. Rapoport

Ms. Mary Kay Rathke

Ms. Sharon Rawlins

Kathlin Lee Ray

A. Elizabeth Reade

Emily Reardon

Ms. Roberta Craig  

   Reasoner

Mr. Jean-Marie Reding

Amanda Redlich

Mr. Adi Redzic

Sally G. Reed

Virginia R. Reed

Joan Ress Reeves

Michelle Rehill

Mary Reichel

Ms. Martha L. Reid

James R. Rettig

Lynda Reynolds

Wade Richardson

Ms. Alison Scott Ricker

Alice B. Riecks

Carla Riemer

Ann Campion Riley

Susan Riley

Rhonda A. Rios Kravitz

Donald L. Roalkvam

Amy Nicole Roberson

Faye C. Roberts

Ms. Justine Roberts

Sarah Roberts

Ruth Ann Robinson

Martha N. Roblee

Dr. Joan Roca

Joy H. Rodowicz

Benjamin Rodriguez

Louisa C. Romaine

Ms. Enola R. Romano

Caroline Romans

Larry Romans

Donald C. Root

Sandra Smith Rosado

Robert F. Rose

Melvin H. Rosenberg

Elena Rosenfeld

Nicole Rosengrant

Barbara M. Rosett

Doc Roth

Mr. Samuel A. Rumore, Jr.

Carlen Ruschoff

Erin Rushton

Carol Westmoreland  

   Russell

Ms. Judith C. Russell

Ms. Amanda Rust

Grace W. Ruth

Ms. Dawn M. Rutherford

Daniel Ryan

Ms. Sara Ryan

Joseph D. Sabatini

Ludmila K. Sabatiuk

Concetta N. Sacco

Diane H. Sakai

Angelo J. Salvo

Aidan Sammis

Linda Samuels

Nicholas Mundy Sanborn

Andrew Sanderbeck

Michael P. Santangelo

Diane Sarantakos

Mary B. Saratora

Marjorie D. Saunders

Ann Sauter

Deborah L. Schaeffer

Adam L. Schiff

Anita R. Schiller

Susan J. Schmidt

Paul Schnebelen

Ms. Karen G. Schneider

Nina M. Schneider

Karen R. Schneiderman

Natalia Schoeck

Mrs. JoAnna Merlene 

Phillips Schofield

Dudley B. Schoolfield

Brian E. C. Schottlaender

Edwin C. Schroeder

Anita inskip Schulze

Joan Schumacher

Patricia Glass Schuman

Frances E. Scott

April Scarrow

Ms. Emily L. Scribner

Ms. Susan E. Searing

Jennie M. Seo

Ruta Sepetys

Eva M. Sereghy

Ms. Andrea L. Sevetson

Sharon Shaloo

Alister Shanks

Patricia Carolin Shanley

Mary Ann Sheblé

Sarah E. Sheehan

Susan M. Sheldon

Thomas C. Shelton

Kathryn Ann Sheppard

Sue Sherif

Harold Shill

Joy Shioshita

Daniel Shively

Christopher Shoemaker

Joel Shoemaker

Flora G. Shrode

Karlan K. Sick

Dorothy J. Sieradzki

Pamela C. Sieving

Samantha Shalom Silver

James J. Simonis

Betsy Simpson

Mrs. Dora U. Sims

Lynn F. Sipe

Vicki L. Sipe

Stephen A. Skuce

Mr. Daniel J. Slive

Susan J. Smallsreed

Jennifer A. Smith

Linda C. Smith

Ms. Lori L. Smith

Patricia H. Smith

Sharon L. Smith
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Mrs. Stacey J. Smith

Pamela Snelson

Ms. Sarah M. Sogigian

Judy L. Solberg

Elizabeth Sollie

John W. Sondheim

Helen H. Spalding

Ed A. Spicer

Stephanie Anne  

   Squicciarini

Rocco A. Staino

Dr. Mary Stansbury

Rachel K. Stark

Carol Starr

Amy Steinbauer

Sarah King Steiner

Prof. Cynthia K. Steinhoff

Mr. Mark D. Steinwachs

Wendy Steadman  

   Stephens

Mrs. Yvonne C.  

   Stephenson

ina Stern

Keith R. Stetson

John A. Stevenson

Claire Stewart

Joanne R. Stewart

Walter D. Stine

Melissa Stockton

Dorothy M. Stoltz

Janet E. Stone

Sandra i. Stratton

Stephen Edward  

   Stratton

Barbara K. Stripling

Mrs. Barbara Gee Stroup

Ms. Shannon Kathleen  

   Struble

Ms. Rebecca Ann Stuhr

Kathryn Suarez

Tammy S. Sugarman

Beverly M. Sullivan

Peggy Sullivan

Shannon K. Supple

Lorelle R. Swader

James C. Swaner

Rolf H. Swensen

Dr. Teri R. Switzer

Ann K. Symons

Luke Syvanen

Rebecca A. Tanen

Ms. Neely Tang

Lorelei Tanji

Carole R. Taylor

Dr. Gwen M. Taylor

Joan R. Taylor

Barbara Tepper

Mrs. Marjorie M. Terry

Mrs. Cornelia Thoma

Deborah Thomas

Mr. M. Alan Thomas, ii

Sara Michelle Thomas

Bette M. Thompson

Jennifer K. Thompson

Joseph A. Thompson, Jr.

Lucy W. Thrasher

Art Thrun

Patricia Thurman

Mariann E. Tiblin

Dr. Elizabeth M. Tobey

Gail Christine Tobin

Mary Alice Toomey

Allison Tran

Mr. Alan Eric Travis

Maria A. Treadwell

Alex Trepp

Deborah V. Trepp

Beverly Finlayson Triber

Eugenia Truesdell

Susan Trujillo

Elizabeth H. Tsai

Ms. Connie Tuisku

Miriam Tuliao

Mrs. Gaylene R. Tunison

Barbara Tunstall

Ms. C. Anne Turhollow

Mr. William L. Turner, Jr.

Dr. Betty J. Turock

Donna Turock

Ellie M. Tweedy

David A. Tyckoson

Dorothy M. Uebele

Marilyn Umfress

Carol D. Unger

Jeannine Uppgard

Elizabeth J. Urling

Ms. E. Chisato Uyeki

Mr. David C. Van Hoy

Susanna Van Sant

Robert J. Vanderlaan

Barbara VanDongen

Chubasca Vanek

Valsamani Varma

David S. Vess

Brian Vetruba

Diana Vogelsong

Marilyn K. Von Seggern

Helena M. VonVille

Rod Wagner

Mr. Stephen Walker

Walter Daniel Walker

William B. Walker

Joan E. Walsh

Mrs. Lisa R. Walsh

Dr. Scott Walter

Laura R. Walters

Stephanie Walton

Marie Waltz

Mrs. Dorris M. Wampler

Ms. Patricia A. Wand

Mr. David Wang

Leslie A. Warren

Richard L. Waters

Linda H. Watkins

Mrs. Merlyn Watson

Gwendolyn N. Weaver

Kelly Webster

Mr. Steven S. Weiner

Ms. Jill Weinstein

Kay Weiss

Penny Anne Welbourne

Janice D. Welburn

Mrs. Barbara W. Welsh

Mrs. Cynthia Secor  

   Welsh

Mary Elizabeth Wendt

Cynthia Marie Whitacre

Ms. Linda C. White

Mr. Andrew R. Whitis

Beth M. Whittaker

Susan Barnes Whyte

Hon. Beacher J. E.  

   Wiggins

Valerie C. Wild

Marjorie G. Wilhite

Elizabeth M. Wilkinson

Andrea L. Williams

Avery W. Williams

Mr. James F. Williams, ii

Karen A. Williams

Ms. Laurie L. Williams

Judith M. Willner

Linda L. Wilson

Marie K. Wilson

Mary Dabney Wilson

Patricia Wilson

Evie Wilson-Lingbloom

Charles Wilt

Mr. John Windle

MaryAnn Wingenbach

Alex R. Wirth-Cauchon

Kelly Withrow

April J. Witteveen

A. Virginia Witucke

Mariol R. Wogaman

Shelley T. Wold

Charlotte A. Wolfe

Lou Wollrab

Ms. Patricia M. Wong

Arline L. Wood

Mr. Tanner Wray, iii

Dr. Arthuree R.M.  

   Wright, Ph.D.

Vivian R. Wynn

Alicia S.Q. Yao

Claudia B. Yates

Florence H. Yee

J. Elizabeth Yee

Vivian H. Yee

Rivka Michal Yerushalmi

Abby L. Yochelson

Ms. Beth A. Yoke

Ms. Courtney L. Young

Katherine A. Young

Nancy J. Young

Mildred L. Younger

Ms. Samantha Youngs

Noemi Zamayoa

BethAnn Zambella

Stephanie Zero

Dr. Shali Zhang

Mr. T. Sam Ziady

William F. Zappone

David S. Zubatsky

Arline Zuckerman

Judy Zuckerman

Dr. Mary Lou Zanich
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ALA EXECUTIVE BOARD

OFFICERS
Courtney Young
President
Head Librarian
Penn State University
McKeesport, PA

Sari Feldman
President Elect
Executive Director
Cuyahoga County  
   Public Library
Parma, OH

Barbara Stripling
immediate Past  
   President
Assistant Professor  
   of Practice
Syracuse University
Syracuse, NY

Mario González
ALA Treasurer
Executive Director
Passaic Public Library
Passaic, NJ

Keith Michael Fiels
ALA Executive Director  
   and Board Secretary
ALA Headquarters,  
   Chicago, iL

EXECUTIVE BOARD
Robert E. Banks
Chief Operations Officer
Topeka/Shawnee  
   County Public Library
Topeka, KS 
(2012-2015)

Peter D. Hepburn
Head Librarian
College of the Canyons
Santa Clarita, CA
(2014-2017)

Alexia Hudson-Ward
Associate Librarian
Pennsylvania State  
   University/Abington  
   College
Abington, PA 
(2012-2015)

Sara Kelly Johns
Online instructor
Mansfield University 
School Library and  
   information Technologies
Mansfield, PA 
(2013-2016)

Mike Marlin
Director, Braille and Talk-
ing Book Library
California State Library
Sacramento, CA
(2014)

John Moorman
Library Consultant
Dominion Library  
   Associates
Williamsburg, VA 
(2012-2015)

James (Jim) G. Neal
Vice President for  
   information Services  
   & University Librarian
Columbia University
New York, NY 
(2013-2016)

Gina A. Persichini
Networking Consultant
idaho Commission  
   for Libraries
Boise, iD
(2014-2017)

Gail A. Schlachter
President
Reference Service Press
Los Altos, CA
(2014-2017)

SENIOR STAFF
Keith Michael Fiels
Executive Director

Mary Ghikas
Senior Associate  
   Executive Director,
Member Programs  
   and Services

Greg Calloway
Associate Executive  
   Director,
Finance and Accounting

Cathleen Bourdon
Associate Executive  
   Director,
Communications and 
Member Relations

Emily Sheketoff
Associate Executive  
   Director,
Washington Office

Donald Chatham
Associate Executive  
   Director,
Publishing Services

ALA extends a sincere thank you to the  

generosity of our donors. Your support of the 

Association is greatly appreciated, as well as 

your recognition of the importance of supporting 

libraries. if your name and contribution this 

past year was not recognized, please let us 

extend our apologies. You are valuable to us, 

so please contact the Development Office with 

any discrepancies to ensure you are appropriately 

acknowledged. individuals wishing to make a 

donation to support the Association should 

contact and/or direct contributions to:

American Library Association

Development Office

50 E. Huron Street

Chicago, iL 60611

Phone: 800.545.2433, ext. 3259

Fax: 312.280.5015

E-mail: development@ala.org

www.ala.org/giveALA
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ALA DIVISIONS, ROUND TABLES AND OFFICES

DIVISIONS

American Association of School 

   Librarians (AASL)

Association for Library Collections and 

   Technical Services (ALCTS)

Association for Library Service to 

   Children (ALSC)

Association of College and Research 

   Libraries (ACRL)

Association of Specialized and Cooperative 

   Library Agencies (ASCLA)

Library and information Technology 

   Association (LiTA)

Library Leadership and Management 

   Association (LLAMA)

Public Library Association (PLA)

Reference and User Services 

   Association (RUSA)

United for Libraries

Young Adult Library Services 

   Association (YALSA)

ROUND TABLES

Ethnic and Multicultural information  

   Exchange (EMiERT)

Exhibits (ERT)

Federal and Armed Forces Libraries (FAFLRT)

Games and Gaming (GameRT)

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender

   (GLBTRT)

Government Documents (GODORT)

intellectual Freedom (iFRT)

international Relations (iRRT)

Learning (LearnRT)

Library History (LHRT)

Library instruction (LiRT)

Library Research (LRRT)

Library Support Staff interests (LSSiRT)

Map and Geospatial information (MAGiRT)

New Members (NMRT)

Retired Members (RMRT)

Social Responsibilities (SRRT)

Staff Organizations (SORT)

Sustainability (SustainRT)

Video (VRT)

OFFICES

Chapter Relations Office (CRO)

Conference Services

Development

Finance and Accounting

Governance

Human Resources

information Technology and  

   Telecommunication Services (iTTS)

international Relations Office (iRO)

Library

Member and Customer Service (MACS)

Membership Development

Office for Accreditation

Office for Diversity, Literacy and  

   Outreach Services (ODLOS)

Office for Human Resource Development 

   and Recruitment (HRDR)

Office for information Technology 

   Policy (OiTP)

Office for intellectual Freedom (OiF)

Office for Library Advocacy (OLA)

Office for Research and Statistics (ORS)

Office of Government Relations (OGR)

Public information Office (PiO)

Public Programs Office (PPO)

Publishing

Staff Support Services

Washington Office (WO) 

Members may join one or more of eleven membership divisions that deal with specialized  

topics such as academic, school, or public libraries, technical or reference services, and  

library administration.  Members may also join any of the twenty round tables that are  

grouped around more specific interests and issues than the broader set of ALA divisions. 
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MISSION
ALA’s mission is “to provide leadership for the development, promotion,  

and improvement of library and information services and the profession  

of librarianship in order to enhance learning and ensure access to  

information for all.”

KEY ACTION AREAS
Key action areas include advocacy for libraries and the profession, diversity, 

education and lifelong learning, equitable access to information and library 

services, intellectual freedom, literacy, organizational excellence, and  

transforming libraries.

HISTORY
Founded by Justin Winsor, Charles Ammi Cutter, Samuel S. Green, James L. 

Whitney, Melvil Dewey (Melvil Dui), Fred B. Perkins, and Thomas W. Bicknell 

in 1876 in Philadelphia and chartered in 1879 in Massachusetts, ALA’s head 

office is now in Chicago. ALA is the oldest, largest, and most influential library 

association in the world.

MEMBERSHIP
ALA has more than 55,000 members, including not only librarians but also 

library trustees, publishers, and other interested people from every state and 

many nations. The Association serves public, state, school, and academic 

libraries, as well as special libraries for people working in government,  

commerce and industry, the arts, and the armed services or in hospitals,  

prisons, and other institutions.

GOVERNING STRUCTURE
ALA is governed by an elected council and an executive board. Keith Michael 

Fiels has served as ALA executive director since 2002. Policies and programs 

are administrated by eleven membership divisions representing public, 

school, academic and special libraries, twenty round tables and various 

committees, member groups and affiliations, and online communities that 

address specific issues and areas of interest, encompassing every aspect of 

library and information science.

BIG AUDACIOUS GOAL
ALA builds a world where libraries, both physical and virtual, are central to 

life-long discovery and learning and where everyone is a library user.
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SELECTED 2014 ALA BOOK AND MEDIA AWARDS 

Pura Belpré Author Award
Yaqui Delgado Wants to Kick Your Ass  
written by Meg Medina and published  
by Candlewick Press. Presented by the 
Association for Library Service to  
Children (ALSC).

Pura Belpré Illustrator Award 
Niño Wrestles the World illustrated and 
written by Yuyi Morales and published by 
Roaring Brook Press, an imprint of  
Macmillan Children’s Publishing Group. 
Presented by the Association for Library 
Service to Children (ALSC).

Randolph Caldecott Medal
Locomotive illustrated and written by  
Brian Floca and published by Atheneum 
Books for Young Readers, an imprint of 
Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing. 
Presented by the Association for Library 
Service to Children (ALSC).

Andrew Carnegie Medals for 
Excellence in Fiction
The Goldfinch written by Donna Tartt and 
published by Little, Brown and Company. 
Presented by Booklist and the Reference 
and User Services Association (RUSA).  

Andrew Carnegie Medals for  
Excellence in Nonfiction
The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt,  
William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age 
of Journalism written by Doris Kearns 
Goodwin and published by Simon &  
Schuster. Presented by Booklist and  
the Reference and User Services  
Association (RUSA).

Coretta Scott King Author Award
P. S. Be Eleven written by Rita Williams-Garcia 
and published by Amistad, an imprint of 
Harper Collins Publishers. Presented by the 
ALA Ethnic and Multicultural information 
Exchange Round Table (EMiERT) and  
supported by the ALA Office for Literacy 
and Outreach Services (OLOS).

Coretta Scott King Illustrator Award 
Knock Knock: My Dad’s Dream for Me 
illustrated by Bryan Collier and written by 
Daniel Beaty, published by Little, Brown 
and Company, Hachette Book Group. 
Presented by the ALA Ethnic and Multicultural  
information Exchange Round Table 
(EMiERT) and supported by the ALA Office 
for Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS).

John Newbery Medal
Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures 
written by Kate DiCamillo and published by 
Candlewick Press. Presented by the Association 
for Library Service to Children (ALSC).

Michael L. Printz Award
Midwinterblood written by Marcus Sedgwick 
and published by Roaring Brook Press, an 
imprint of Macmillan Children’s Publishing 
Group. Presented by the Young Adult Library 
Services Association (YALSA) and Booklist.

Stonewall Book Awards
Mike Morgan & Larry Romans Children’s & 
Young Adult Literature Awards
Beautiful Music for Ugly Children written by 
Kirstin Cronn-Mills, published by Flux, an 
imprint of Llewellyn Worldwide Ltd and Fat 
Angie written by e. E. Charlton-Trujillo and 
published by Candlewick Press. Presented 
by Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 
(GLBTRT) and supported by the ALA Office 
for Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS).  

Several other book and media awards are presented by ALA in recognition of excellence in literature 
for all types of audiences, such as the Mildred L. Batchelder Award, Booklist Editors’ Choice, Booklist Top 
of the List, Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Children’s Video, Margaret A. Edwards Award, 
Theodor Seuss Geisel Award, Coretta Scott King-John Steptoe Award for New Talent, William C. Morris 
Award, Odyssey Award for Excellence in Audiobook Production, RUSA Notable Books, Schneider 
Family Book Award, Robert F. Sibert Medal, Stonewall Book Award-Barbara Gittings Literature Award, 
Stonewall Book Award-israel Fishman Non-Fiction Award, Laura ingalls Wilder Award and the YALSA 
Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults Award. For more information, please visit:  
http://www.ala.org/awardsgrants/awards.

The announcement of the book and media medal winners and honor books, selected by librarians, is 
eagerly awaited by the public, publishers, libraries and reading communities each year. ALA medal 
winners and honor books are easily recognized by embossed foil seals or seal images on paperback 
editions, book jackets, audio or video cassettes, compact disc cover copies, etc. 
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CREDITS:
ALA Staff

Cathleen Bourdon, 
Associate Executive Director, 
Communications and  
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Chicago Creative Works
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Photograph Credits:

Thomas Alleman 
Sean Doerr/SNWEB.org Photography 
Estes Valley Library (CO)
Ferguson Public Library (MO)
Anne Hamersky
Ogden School District (UT)
Chris Savas
Standard-Examiner, standard.net 

Baltimore City Public Schools, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor Elementary Library. The Samuel 
Coleridge-Taylor Elementary School embraces its past with this renovation. Old elements were 
discarded to reveal existing historic architectural structures. Brick archways hidden behind 
walls now make up the entryway, and an original hardwood floor more than 100 years old now 
shines after being freed from a laminate cover. Renovation. JRS Architects, 2,400 square feet, 
$480,000. Photo by JSR Architects/Alain Jaramillo. 

From “Designs That Last,” Phil Morehart, American Libraries, Sept/Oct 2014, p. 32-39.
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	ALA Annual Report
	TRENDING: LIBRARIES
	#THE FUTURE OF LIBRARIES
	You can feel the momentum - the energy and excitement of change - when you walk into any library - public, school, academic or research. Libraries have doubled down on democracy, opening their doors wide to welcome and guide people as they search for a job, healthcare, a good read, or the resources to implement the next great idea.
	This sea-change in libraries, created by the perfect storm of economic fall-out and digital acceleration,  has been navigated  by the American  Library Association’s responsive action. ALA is harnessing emerging trends, promoting innovative techniques for librarians to shape their future and tapping into the best minds in the world to address emerging issues.WANT TO SEE THE FUTURE OF LIBRARIES? IT’S IN YOUR HANDS.

	THE COLLECTIVE IMPACT OF LIBRARIES
	DEAR FRIENDS:
	Libraries. The word is taking on a whole new connotation today. in just a few short years, the profession has instigated a seismic shift in how America views its libraries. Americans agree with us that libraries are awesome.When no one else would or could, libraries stepped up during the economic crisis and met communities where they needed help. Along the way, librarians and support staff saw a side of their communities – new people, new issues, new thinking – that required them to respond in unexpected wa
	A Special Presidential Task Force on Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion, spearheaded by ALA immediate Past President Barbara Stripling and ALA President Courtney L. Young, is working hard to improve our knowledge of and access to diversity resources from across the Association. And the future of libraries? The Center for the Future of Libraries is creating a master resource for library planners and policymakers who are thinking about the future of libraries. A new web site includes a “trend library” that offe
	Courtney L. Young plans to provide resources to help the Association build a stronger and more consistent social media presence, "to helpmove us forward and create opportunities we need as an Association in the 21st century." President Young believes that social media provides ALA with a "means to go beyond mere communication and engage in transformative dialogue within the organization, among members, with other partners, and with the public.
	Courtney L. Young ALA President
	Keith Michael FielsALA Executive Director

	LOOKING OUTWARD
	Schools with a strong school library program and a certified school librarian ensure their students have the best chance to succeed. Our children’s education and readiness for the workforce is in peril as school library budgets and school librarians are cut. ALA wants to ensure excellence for every student by  demanding a school library with a certified school librarian in every school.
	CREATING COALITIONS: SCHOOL LIBRARIANS PARTNER WiTH PARENTS, TEACHERS TO FORGE NEW PATH
	As a second-year librarian, Daniel Mauchley wasn’t sure what he’d bring to the classroom, especially for only an hour a day, two or three days a week, floating from school to school. “it’s been a maturing vision for me,” says Mauchley, one of seven school librarians tasked with serving the 15 elementary schools, three junior high schools, and three high schools in the city of Ogden, Utah. Nestled against the Wasatch Mountain Range, about 35 miles south of Salt Lake City, Ogden is a “town on the upswing,” as
	Then, he spent four weeks with 3rd graders studying the moon. “Just showing them a video, they soaked it up,” Mauchley says. “They wrote a class song and  free-verse poetry.”And, on family night, more than 400 parents pressed into one of the district’s Title 1 schools to see what their kids had been raving about.“it was their biggest family night in a long time,” Mauchley says. “And teachers told us, ‘We probably wouldn’t have done all that without the extra help from the librarians.” it also wouldn’t have 
	For Turner and the scores of other parents who objected, the plan didn’t make sense, even if (as the district argued) it would save $930,000 of a $2.7 million budget shortfall. “All of the data points to the fact that schools  with certified librarians have students who perform better on their test scores than students [in schools without librarians],” Turner says. “i don’t understand how they chose to ignore those facts in favor of a budget line. it’s so obvious to all of us. We said, ‘This is not okay. Wh
	INSTRUCTIONAL PARTNERS
	Ogden’s school librarians have considered  themselves instructional partners for years, district librarian Shelly Ripplinger says. But plans to decimate the district’s school libraries motivated them to become advocates—for themselves. The Ogden school librarians stood shoulder to shoulder with parents at standing-room-only board meetings. They spoke to parent-teacher associa-tions and reporters for local newspaper articles. And ultimately, they won a “one-time” money allotment to fund a staff assistant and
	work in summer 2014 to devise a writing program with librarians as co-teachers. “i’m excited to see it. i want to be part of it. i want to see the impact. i know this year it has had an impact, and it will continue to have an impact. We have seen some huge changes already.”
	One of those changes was reported by Jessica Namovicz, a teacher at James Madison Elementary, who says that working with school librarians took her ability to teach writing to a whole new level last year. “They can be used as teachers and as collaborators to help us and reinforce whatever we’re doing in the classroom,” says Namovicz, who worked with school librarians on a new research writing workshop for her 6th-grade students. “They can actually be in the classroom with us, and maybe they can teach us som


	REAPING THE BENEFITS
	in the middle grades, Ripplinger says, teachers found that their collaborations with librarians helped students develop and reinforce essential skills, like researching beyond Google and effectively presenting and expressing their results. 
	“We were left to decide how to configure that,” Ripplinger says. “We chose to design our plan around certified librarians as instructional partners to show the value of certified librarians.” Specifically, it was decided that the seven remaining school librarians could best be used in the classroom, rather than stocking shelves and checking out books. “We also came to the conclusion that the role of a certified librarian is essential at all grade levels, from kindergarten through 12th grade,” Ripplinger add
	As beginning readers, Ardizzone argues, elementary school students need more support from school librarians than people realize. By having the  floating librarians in the classrooms for the past year, more of his 560 students got “crucial  one-on-one time” with teachers and school librarians than ever before—a huge asset at a school where Spanish is the primary language for at least  80% of the students. in fact, Ardizzone says, he sees opportunities for more than librarian-assisted reading development, par
	That’s an exciting development for parents like Turner. “information technology is such a focus  in our society now,” she says. “it’s critical that  our students understand how to identify and  know what a reliable source is for their information.” School librarians are uniquely qualified to  teach that. At Ogden High School, school librarians worked with teacher Jaci Durtschi on a mock Congress and model United Nations. That challenged the nearly 200 students in her regular and Advanced Placement classes t

	Coalition Partners was a featured article in the America Libraries digital supplement, “School Libraries Transform Learning,” produced in partnership with American Association of School Libraries (AASL). The supplement is available in ebook format and as a downloadable PDF at www.ala.org/aasl/transforming.

	75TH ANNIVERSARY OF LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS
	At the 1939 ALA Annual Conference in San Francisco, the ALA Council adopted the  Library Bill of Rights, echoing the spirit of a document from the Des Moines Public  Library in 1938. This document, refreshed in 1944, 1948, 1961, 1967, 1980 and 1996,  remains the library profession’s  major policy document on  intellectual freedom. The Library Bill of Rights serves as a foundational document for libraries of all types, affirming the right of all members of our communities to have equitable and uncensored acc
	LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS
	The American Library Association affirms that all libraries are forums for information and ideas, and that the following basic policies should guide their services.I.Books and other library resources should be provided for the interest, information, and enlightenment of all people of the community the library serves. Materials should not be excluded because of the origin, background, or views of those  contributing to their creation.II.Libraries should provide materials and information presenting all points


	HAPPY 75TH ANNIVERSARY ACRL!
	The Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL), a division of ALA, is the higher  education association for librarians and other interested individuals. ACRL is the largest division of ALA and currently has a membership of more than 12,000 members, accounting for nearly 20% of the total ALA membership. ACRL is dedicated to enhancing the ability of academic library and information professionals to serve the information needs of the higher education community and to improve learning, teaching, and r
	Inception 1889
	At the ALA Annual Conference in St. Louis, 13 college librarians recommend that a college library section be formed within ALA. 

	1940
	The ALA Council recognizes ACRL as ALA’s first division on May 31, 1940. Phineas L. Windsor serves as the first president of ACRL as a division.

	1942
	Mabel L. Conat becomes  the first female president of ACRL.

	1947
	N.Orwin Rush, the librarianof Clark University, ishired as the first ACRLexecutive director.

	1957
	ACRL publishes the “Standards for College Libraries.”

	1971
	The ACRL Board approves the “Standards for Faculty Status for College and University Libraries,” and the corollary “Joint Statement on Faculty Status of College and University Librarians” is drafted in partnership  with the American Association of  Colleges and the American Association  of University Professors.

	1971
	Joseph Henry Reason  becomes first African American president of ACRL.

	1974
	ACRL develops the Academic Library internship for Administrators of Black College Libraries, an internship program for librarians of  predominantly black institutions, underwritten by $350,000 in grants from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. During the four-year  period of the program, 25 librarians from predominantly black institutions of higher education served as management interns at nationally known academic libraries.

	1976
	Louise Giles serves as the first female African American president of ACRL.

	1978
	The ACRL Academic/Research Librarian of the Year Award, now sponsored by YBP Library Services, is established. Keyes D. Metcalf and Robert B. Downs were the first recipients.The first ACRL Conference in Boston attracts 2,065 attendees.

	1998
	ACRL begins an annual  survey and publication,  Academic Library Trends and Statistics, a comprehensive data gathering effort  including all types of  academic libraries in the United States and Canada.

	1999
	ACRL partners with the Harvard University Graduate School of Education to offer an annual 5-day leadership institute for academic and research librarians.The first ACRL information Literacy immersion Program is offered at Plattsburgh State University of New York.

	2000
	ACRL publishes “information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education” which were endorsed by the American Association of Higher Education and the Council of independent Colleges.ACRL receives a $150,000 National Leadership grant from the institute of Museum and Library Services to develop tools and training to help librarians better assess student learning outcomes in information literacy courses.ACRL Excellence in Academic Libraries Award is established with support from Blackwell’s Book Services

	2003
	The ACRL Board establishes the (ACRL Dr. E. J.) Josey Spectrum Scholar Mentor Committee in 2003 to provide conference programs on mentoring, recruit and maintain a pool of academic and research librarians to serve as mentors to ALA Spectrum Scholars.

	2006
	ACRL partners with the Association of Research Libraries to offer the first institute on Scholarly Communication.

	2010
	ACRL embarks on a multi-year Value of Academic Libraries initiative, and commissions a research report, The Value  of Academic Libraries  Comprehensive Research Review and Report.ACRL releases “Futures Thinking for Academic Li-brarians: Higher Education in 2025,” a report prompting academic librarians to consider what trends may impact the future of higher education in order to take strategic action now.

	2012
	The institute of Museum and Library Services awards the association $249,330 for the project “Assessment in Action (AiA): Academic Libraries and Student Success.” The grant supports ACRL, in partnership with the Association for institutional Research and the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities, in developing a program to strengthen the competencies  of librarians in campus leadership and  data-informed advocacy.

	2015
	ACRL publishes  the “Framework  for information Literacy for Higher Education.”


	LET’S CELEBRATE: 45TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE  CORETTA SCOTT KING BOOK AWARDS
	The Coretta Scott King Book Award was founded in 1969 by Mabel McKissick and Glyndon Greer at the ALA Annual Conference in Atlantic City, New Jersey. They are given annually to outstanding African American authors and illustrators of books for children and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture and universal human values. The award commemorates the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and honors his wife, Mrs. Coretta Scott King, for her courage and determination 
	award for Ray Charles (Crowell).  The John Steptoe Award for New  Talent (originally the Genesis Award) was established in 1995 to recognize exceptional work from new African American authors and illustrators. The first Steptoe Award was given to Sharon Draper for Tears of a Tiger (Simon & Schuster).  in 2010, the committee established the Coretta Scott King – Virginia Hamilton Award for Lifetime Achievement to be given alternately to an author or illustrator and a practitioner.  The first Hamilton Award re


	#ALA AND ADVOCACY
	ALA and its members work with libraries, the broader library community and members of the public to advocate for the value of libraries and for public  support for libraries of all types at the local, state, federal and international  level. This work includes a broad continuum of activities, including raising public awareness of the value of libraries, training and supporting library advocates,  advancing legislation and policies that support information and library services in all types of libraries, and 
	LIBRARIES ARE THE GREAT EQUALIZER
	IMPORTANCE OF DIVERSITY
	DIA
	Continuing to push conversations to address the dearth of diversity reflected in children’s literature- both content and by creators’ action, ALSC released a white paper titled The Importance of Diversity in Library Programs and Material Collections for Children authored by Jamie Campbell Naidoo, PhD, and adopted by the ALSC Board of Directors. The paper explores the critical role libraries play in helping children make cross-cultural connections and calls for libraries to include diversity in programming a
	The importance of ensuring that our children have access to literature that reflects the diversity and  common plurality of our world cannot be overstated.  - ALSC President     Ellen Riordan

	CELEBRATE GLBT BOOK MONTH™ IN JUNE
	Taking note of the fact the GLBT books have contributed to the gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender experience and mirror the growth of the GLBT publishing industry, ALA proclaimed June as GLBT Book Month. 

	SOCIAL JUSTICE COLLABORATORIUM
	ALA and ALiSE (Association for Library and information Science Education) united to create the Social Justice Collaboratorium (SJC), a global online resource dedicated to bridging research pathways between LiS (library and information science) and social justice. Led by ALA Spectrum Doctoral Fellows RaShauna Brannon, LaVerne Gray, Miraida Morales, Mario H. Ramirez and Elnora Tayaq, the SJC will bring together practitioners and educators doing social justice work to learn how libraries can close both the inf

	FERGUSON PUBLIC LIBRARY HONORED
	ALA acknowledged the actions of the staff of the Ferguson Municipal Public Library by passing a resolution commending the Library for serving the community in a time of crisis at the 2015 Midwinter Meeting in Chicago, iL*.  The resolution states that “the library staff at Ferguson Municipal Public Library…  exemplified the library profession’s core values of service and the public good during a time of civil unrest that began immediately following the shooting death of Michael Brown in August 2014.”The staf

	SUMMER READING/LEARNING
	Through generous funding from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation, YALSA was able to offer another round of its summer reading resources and summer intern program grants. A total of forty grants – twenty for each, worth $1000 each were awarded to libraries across the U.S. The grant was used to fund a variety of activities including advanced  makerspace workshops, enhancing teen literature collections aimed at  English as a second language patrons, hosting book clubs and author  visits, and a slew of many


	DECLARATION FOR THE RIGHT TO LIBRARIES
	Since 2013, the Declaration for the Right to Libraries continues to serve as an advocacy tool for members of the public to use to proclaim the value of all types of libraries in their community. 

	SCHOOL LIBRARIES MAKE THE DIFFERENCE CAMPAIGN
	• Over 100,000 people have signed the  Declaration for the Right to Libraries.• People from all 50 states, Guam,  American Samoa, Palau, the Virgin islands, and Armed Forces America have signed the Declaration, either in-person  or online.• Well over 300 individual signing ceremonies have taken place since the initiative began in June, 2013.• The individual city with the most signatures submitted was Lincoln, Nebraska, which gathered 11,786 signatures at libraries throughout the city.• The Declaration has b
	More than 60 education and library research studies have produced clear evidence that school library programs staffed by qualified school librarians have a positive impact on student academic achievement. Yet, many students are going to school without a resource essential for success: a strong school library program led by a certified school librarian.School libraries are places of opportunity, learning hubs where students use technology and find the latest resources in a safe and nurturing climate. Strong 

	LIBRARIES SUPPORT LITERACY AND LIFELONG LEARNING
	MAKING IN THE LIBRARY TOOLKIT/DIY @ YOUR LIBRARY
	Teen Tech Week 2014 featured the theme “DiY @ your library” to promote the library as a place where teens can explore, create, and share content. From maker spaces, to coding classes to online fan fiction clubs, libraries can leverage the making theme to show how you can connect in meaningful ways with the teens in your community in order to help them succeed in school and prepare for 21st century careers. For Teen Tech Week 2014, YALSA was able to offer ten $1000 grants to help fund Teen Tech Week activiti

	AASL’S NATIONAL SCHOOL LIBRARY PROGRAM OF THE YEAR
	Eaglecrest High School (Centennial, CO) was the 2014 National School Library Program of the Year Award recipient. Sponsored by the Follett Corporation, the award annually recognizes a school library program that meets the needs of the changing school and library environment and is fully integrated into the school’s curriculum. The recipient receives an obelisk—the symbol of school library excellence—and $10,000 toward its school library program.The committee was blown away by how the entire building is in a

	BEYOND WORDS: THE DOLLAR GENERAL LIBRARY RELIEF FUND
	Since 2006, the Beyond Words grant program has provided relief to public school libraries nationwide that have suffered materials losses because of a major disaster ranging from hurricanes, tornados, flood, earthquakes, fires or an act of terrorism. To date, more than 1.8 million dollars in grants have been awarded to over 150 schools across the country. “The loss of a school library goes beyond the physical building and the material resources it contains,” said immediate Past President AASL President Gail 

	PROGRAMS AND EXHIBITIONS
	Grants from the Public Programs Office enable libraries of all types, sizes and budgets to boost their offerings and infuse their communities with new ideas. in FY14, PPO brought seven programs and exhibitions to more than 1,000 libraries. They included: • Muslim Journeys: A National Endowment for the Humanities- supported initiative that shares with the public diverse  perspectives on the people, places, histories, beliefs, practices and cultures of Muslims• Discover Earth: A Century of Change: An interact

	2014 I LOVE MY LIBRARIAN AWARD WINNERS
	Congratulations to the 10 winners of the 2014 Carnegie Corporation of New York/New York Times i Love My  Librarian Award! Thank you to all the library supporters who sent in nominations.2014 recipients were selected for their dedicated public  service and the valuable role they play in our nation’s communities in transforming lives through education. More than 1000 library patrons submitted detailed  stories regarding how their librarian had an impact on their communities and lives.


	LIBRARIES STRENGTHEN FAMILIES
	EVERYDAY ADVOCACY
	The Everyday Advocacy (EA) website celebrated its one-year anniversary. The site,  managed by ALSC member Jenna Nemec-Loise, is a member-driven resource providing straightforward, effective ways librarians and others can advocate for children and libraries. EA features resources and tips for engaging community supporters, legislators, and stake-holders and for successfully communicating the value of libraries and librarians, with emphasis on librarians serving youth. “Take Action Tuesday,” featured on the E

	LIBRARIES MATTER: EARLY LITERACY, TECH TRAINING, SUPPORT FOR NEW IMMIGRANTS AND ENTREPRENEURS
	ALA created a series of advocacy videos showcasing the ways libraries use federal funding to support early literacy, high-speed internet access, small business owners and new citizens. Library supporters can use the videos  to demonstrate the value of federal funding programs, such as the Library  Services and  Technology Act (LSTA), to legislators, decision makers and community leaders.

	5TH ANNIVERSARY OF  NATIONAL BOOKMOBILE DAY
	Part of National Library Week, National Bookmobile Day  is a national celebration of the more than 930 bookmobiles and dedicated bookmobile staff that provide vital  library services to their communities. For over 100 years, bookmobiles have delivered information,  technology, and resources for life-long learning to Americans of all walks of life. The national observance day is sponsored by ALA, the Association of Bookmobile and Outreach Services (ABOS), and the Association for Rural & Small Libraries (ARSL

	ESTEEMED ALA MEDIA AWARDS
	Everyone loves the ALA YMAs (Youth Media Awards)!
	Each year the American Library Association honors books, videos, and other outstanding materials for children and teens. Recognized worldwide for the high quality they represent, the ALA Youth Media Awards, including the prestigious Newbery, Caldecott, Printz, and Coretta Scott King Book Awards, guide parents, educators, librarians, and others in selecting the best materials for youth. Selected by committees composed of librarians and other literature and media experts, the awards encourage original and cre

	Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence in  Fiction and Nonfiction
	Doris Kearns Goodwin and Donna Tartt accepted their awards in person at the 2014 Andrew Carnegie Medals for Excellence award ceremony during the Annual Conference, then mingled with attendees at the celebratory reception. Doris Kearns Goodwin received the nonfiction medal for The Bully Pulpit and Donna Tartt received the fiction medal for The Goldfinch. Nancy Pearl served as emcee, and celebrated author and library champion Karin Slaughter offered a witty keynote speech. The titles are  selected each year f


	READ! BUILD! PLAY!
	ALSC’s partnership with LEGO® DUPLO® on the Read! Build! Play! (RBP) initiative has continued to grow. in fall 2013, ALSC and LEGO DUPLO announced a “Thank Your Public Library for Making Summer Reading Fun” giveaway. The public was invited to “thank” their local public library for great summer programming for children by entering their zip code through a Facebook contest. Avon-Washington Township Library in indiana was the winner. The library received $5,000  to be used for children’s programming. An estima

	AMERICAN DREAM LIBRARIES ANNOUNCED
	The Office for Diversity, Literacy and Outreach Services announced the selection of 22 libraries in 15 states to receive funding for the American Dream Starts @ your library grant initiative, support-ed by the Dollar General Literacy Foundation. Each of the libraries will receive a one-time grant up to $15,000 to add or expand literacy services for adult English language learners in their  communities. This funding will help libraries build their print and digital ESL (English as a second language) collecti

	FINANCIAL LITERACY EDUCATION
	Common Cents Counts, Smart investing @ your library®A catastrophic flood beginning in the fall 2013 disrupted lives and brought economic and emotional hardship to Estes Park, Colorado and surrounding communities. in the aftermath of the floods, the Estes Valley Library responded with essential financial guidance for families in need and small business owners. The library was well-positioned to help residents make crucial financial decisions in a time of crisis. in the years leading up to the floods, the lib

	AMERICAN DREAM-ARDMORE LITERACY INITIATIVE 
	in 2013, the Dollar General Literacy Foundation (DGLF) approached ALA and ProLiteracy with an idea to improve access to literacy services and resources in Ardmore, Oklahoma. Noticing a strong local commitment towards strengthening literacy, DGLF brought together national partners, including the ALA, The Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Foundation Center for Education and Workforce, Jobs for the Future, The National Center for Families Learning, and ProLiteracy to bui

	CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU WORKING WITH LIBRARIES
	in April 2014, the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau announced the “CFPB Community Financial Education Project” in partnership with other federal agencies like the institute of Museum and Library Services, the Federal Deposit insurance Corporation, the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago and the USDA’s Cooperative Extension System, as well as other national organizations like the FiNRA investor  Education Foundation, the American Library Association, and local public libraries across the country. The project
	Our goal is to provide librarians with a collection of financial education resources and tools. We want to help libraries identify and connect with local partners in their communities. We want to help them build an online community for local financial education librarians. And we want to be able to provide helpful trainings for library staff and managers.- Director Richard Cordray

	RUSA ANNOUNCES FINANCIAL LITERACY EDUCATION:  GUIDELINES AND BEST  PRACTICES FOR SERVICE
	RUSA with the support of the institute of Museum and Library Services  announced the release of their Financial Literacy Education in Libraries:  Guidelines and Best Practices for Service. These guidelines and best practices relating to financial literacy education (FLE) in libraries are the result of  a SPARKS! Grant.The development of Financial Literacy Education: Guidelines and Best Practices for Services was in response to the growing need and demand for high-quality reference services and programming i

	MONEY SMART WEEK
	700 libraries in 48 states participated from April 5-12, 2014 in the 4th year of the growing ALA Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago partnership to provide financial education  programming for all ages and all stages of life. For 34% of the libraries, this was the first time they had created financial literacy programs. Thanks to emphasis on financial education by ACRL and ACRL immediate Past President Trevor A. Dawes, over 50 academic libraries collaborated with other departments within their institutions to h


	LIBRARIES PROTECT OUR RIGHT TO KNOW
	CHILDREN’S INTERNET PROTECTION ACT: 10 YEARS LATER
	internet filtering has become a routine practice in public libraries and schools since the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the Children’s internet Protection Act (CiPA) on June 23, 2003. CiPA requires public libraries and schools that accept certain federal funds or discounts for the provision of internet access to use software filters to block access to visual images deemed “obscene,” “child pornography,” or “harmful to minors.” Ten years after CiPA was upheld by the Supreme Court, what 

	IT’S HERE: CELEBRATE BANNED BOOKS WEEK
	On a daily basis, the Office for intellectual Freedom provides free and confidential services to librarians and teachers facing book challenges. These challenges range from the use of library meeting rooms, filtering software in libraries and how to keep filters First Amendment friendly, to books challenged in the school classroom or library. The Office for intellectual Freedom, with support from SAGE, a Library Champion,  created a webinar that traveled from  London, to South Carolina, to Texas, to Califor

	ALA HONORS LEADERS WITH FREEDOM  OF INFORMATION AWARDS
	During the 16th Annual Freedom of information Day in Washington, D.C. in March 2014, ALA awarded the James Madison Award to President Obama’s Review Group on intelligence and Communications Technologies, the body of intelligence and legal experts tasked with assessing the United States’ surveillance practices. The award was accepted by Richard Clarke, former national security official under presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush. Members of the Review Group include Clarke; Michael Morell, former deputy 

	CHOOSE PRIVACY WEEK
	in June 2013, when Edward Snowden leaked reports of the National Security Agency’s mass surveillance activities—including the telephone records, emails, and other internet activity of millions of U.S. citizens from companies such as Verizon, AT&T, Google, Facebook, and Yahoo—the public experienced, up close and personal, the abstraction of “personal privacy” that the ALA has been monitoring and protecting for years. That public awareness led to an even more active focus on surveillance for the Office for in

	PERSEPOLIS CHALLENGED
	in 2012, the controversial graphic novel Persepolis was banned from classrooms by Chicago Public Schools, sparking student protests and the book’s eventual reinstatement. in partnership, with the Chicago Humanities Festival, the Office for intellectual Freedom and the Freedom to Read Foundation brought iranian-born French graphic novelist, illustrator, film director, and children’s book author Marjane Satrapi to Chicago to discuss censorship and the importance of raising awareness both in the United States 

	WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS GOES VIRAL: BANNED BOOKS VIRTUAL READ-OUT
	More than 200 librarians and authors such as Lois Lowry and Ana Castillo read their fa-vorite banned book at the Virtual Read-Out booth during the 2014 ALA Annual Confer-ence. The booth was co-sponsored by the Office for intellectual Freedom and SAGE. Nearly 2,000 videos featuring readings by librarians, library staff, library supporters, authors and celebrities from across the country and around the world have been uploaded to YouTube.

	TOP TEN MOST FREQUENTLY  CHALLENGED BOOKS
	in 2013, there were 307 reported requests for books to be removed from America’s libraries, potentially putting those  volumes out of reach of students, readers, and learners of all types. “Top Ten Most Frequently Challenged Books” of 2013, as compiled by the Office of Intellectual Freedom from recorded challenges:1. Captain Underpants (series),  by Dav Pilkey  Reasons: Offensive  language, unsuited for  age group, violence2. The Bluest Eye,  by Toni Morrison  Reasons: Offensive  language, sexually  explici




	#ALA AND INFORMATION POLICY 
	ALA’s information policy efforts empower people to use libraries and  information-based resources to improve their lives and communities.  information policy comprises laws, regulations, court decisions, doctrines, and other decision-making and practices related to information creation, storage, access, preservation, communication, accessibility, and dissemination. ALA’s interests reside at the local, regional, state, national, and international levels.ALA advocates in diverse policy areas including intelle
	ALA ACTIVE ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS ISSUES*
	ALA supports E-rate modernization and welcomed the  December 2014 Federal Communications Commission (FCC) action to remove restrictions that prevented many libraries from getting broadband and added $1.5 billion to the yearly program for libraries and schools. ALA president Courtney L. Young stated, “Connecting America’s libraries with high-capacity broadband connects our communities with opportunity and changes lives. The Commission’s action is monumental and will make a critical difference for the librari

	TRANSITION TO A  MORE OPEN ACCESS  TO SCHOLARSHIP
	“Open Access” to information—the free, immediate, online access to the results of schol-arly research, and the right to use and re-use those results as you need—has the power to transform the way research and scientific inquiry are conducted. Open Access has the  potential to maximize research investments,  increase the exposure and use of published  research, facilitate the ability to conduct research across available literature, and enhance the overall advancement of scholarship. Research funding agencies

	NEARLY 100 % OF LIBRARIES  OFFER TECH TRAINING AND WORKFORCE PROGRAMS— WORKFORCE BILL FINALLY PASSES
	According to a new study from ALA, nearly 100 percent of America’s public libraries offer workforce development training  programs, online job resources, and  technology skills training. Combined with maker spaces, coding classes, and  programs dedicated to entrepreneurship and small business development, libraries are equipping U.S. communities with  the resources and skills needed to  succeed in today’s—and tomorrow’s— global marketplace.in July 2014, President Barack Obama signed the Workforce innovation

	WHY IS 3D PRINTING IMPORTANT FOR LIBRARIANS?*
	Public policy issues surrounding 3D printers are now coming to the fore as the technology becomes more widely available in America’s libraries and homes. To ensure people are able to use 3D printers responsibly and effectively, librarians are working towards developing policies in copyright, trademark, privacy, product liability and more. Established, reasonable practices for 3D printing will enable this technology to best serve our communities and inform the laws, regulations and judicial decisions to come

	SUPPLEMENT EXAMINES MAJOR TRENDS IN DIGITAL CONTENT
	Leading library visionaries and experts discuss trends in digital content technology and the current state of library ebook lending in Digital Discoveries, a new digital supplement from American Libraries magazine that was issued in May 2014.Developed by ALA’s Digital Content Working Group, the digital supplement examines the ways that public and school libraries are defining their roles in the evolving digital publishing environment in a variety of new and interactive ways. The digital supplement also deta

	*While this annual report includes     ALA stories from September    2013—August 2014, ALA made an    exception for these special    2015 stories.
	POLICY REVOLUTION! UPDATE*
	Libraries are in a revolution fueled by rapid advances in technology, and thus the roles, capabilities, and expectations of libraries are changing rapidly. National public policy for libraries must reflect these changes. in January 2015, the Office for information Technology Policy released a discussion draft policy agenda for libraries to guide a proactive policy shift. The draft agenda articulates three broad themes to organize the national public policy goals of the U.S. library community: Services, Peop
	*While this annual report includes ALA stories from September 2013—August 2014, ALA made an exception for these special 2015 stories.


	METRICS
	1-2 LIBRARIANS AND TEACHERS facing challenges  on books, room rentals, filters, etc. contact ALA each day
	ALA FACEBOOK: 75,944 w/ 28 million activities
	GOOGLE+: 116,200
	Mention: Retweet:23 MILLIONTWITTER14 MILLION
	@ALALIBRARY: 54,700
	ALALINKEDIN: 46,243

	ALA serves as a knowledgeable resource and advocate on issues within policy areas for ALA members, library professionals, decision makers and influencers, the media, and the public by analyzing information to advance positions and priorities.
	2013 DIGITAL INCLUSION SURVEY REPORT RELEASED
	The ubiquity of the internet poses challenges and opportunities for individuals and communities alike. These challenges and opportunities, however, are not evenly distributed across or within individuals and communities. The Digital inclusion Survey addresses the efforts of a particular set of community-based institutions—public libraries—to address disparities and provide opportunity to individuals and communities by providing free access to broadband, public access technologies, digital content, digital l

	AASL: NATIONAL IMLS RESEARCH SUMMIT FOCUSES ON SCHOOL LIBRARIANS AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
	in April 2014, fifty research scholars from across the nation gathered in Chicago to plan a national research agenda focused on demonstrating the positive influences of effective school librarians and quality school libraries on student learning. The Causality: School Libraries and Student Success (CLASS) summit was convened by AASL and funded through a grant from the institute of Museum and Library Services. Leading  the discussion was Dr. Thomas Cook, one of the most influential  methodologists in educati

	ASSESSMENT IN ACTION PROGRAM 
	ACRL made significant progress on the Association’s goal of assisting academic libraries in demonstrating alignment with, and impact on, institutional outcomes through the Assessment in Action: Academic Libraries and Student Success (AiA) program this year. Part of the  Association’s Value of Academic Libraries initiative, AiA is being  undertaken in partnership with the Association for institutional Research (AiR) and the Association of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU) with a goal to strengthen th

	FUTURES REPORT
	As part of a year-long grant funded effort that brought together key stakeholders from the areas of libraries, education, technology, adolescent development and the for-profit and nonprofit sectors to explore the world of young adults and library services to this population, YALSA published the report, The Future of Library Services for and with Teens: A Call to Action in January 2014. The report provides direction on how libraries need to adapt and change to better meet the needs of 21st century teens. Gra

	ORS CREATES LARKS, (LIBRARIAN AND RESEARCHER KNOWLEDGE SPACE)
	The Office for Research and Statistics has deployed a research website, LARKS (Librarian and Researcher Knowledge Space). The website is devoted to collecting and promoting resources for researchers studying public, school and academic libraries. in addition to information for experienced researchers, there are sections of information for the librarian- as-researcher, library and information science students, and grant seekers. The development of the website was funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundati

	LIBRARY PUBLIC PROGRAMMING
	What counts as “success” in the realm of library public programming? What impact does programming have on participants and communities? What skills must programming librarians hone to maximize impact and reach underserved communities? The National impact of Library Public Programs Assessment (NiLPPA) seeks to explore these questions. With funding from the institute for Museum and Library Services, the Public Programs Office is developing a plan to understand and document the characteristics, audiences, outc

	PLA PROJECT OUTCOME,  PERFORMANCE  MEASUREMENT INITIATIVE
	With advocacy critical to the future of public library funding, it’s no longer enough to simply report circulation, reference, door-count, and program attendance. Library professionals share library stories and illustrate success with anecdotes, but how do they capture and showcase the extent and impact of services like literacy education, employment counseling, small business support, civic engagement, and participatory content creation—offerings that contribute to the vitality and quality of our communiti


	#ALA PROFESSIONAL AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
	Professional and leadership development for all people who work in libraries is essential to high-quality professional practice and the future of libraries and information services. Building leadership skills and enhancing the capacity of individuals to address local and global challenges constitute a vital part of ALA’s mission. The long-term and short-term training programs arranged by ALA connect students and professionals with peers and colleagues across the country and around the world to prepare them 
	CONFERENCES AND LEGISLATIVE DAY
	AASL NATIONAL  CONFERENCE, HARTFORD, CONN., NOV. 14-17, 2013
	More than 3,000 inspired  attendees left the AASL 16th  National Conference & Exhibition ready to “rise to the challenge” of the profession. AASL13 featured preconference workshops, school and educational tours, more than 140 top-quality continuing education  programs, author events and more than 160 exhibiting companies. 

	PLA NATIONAL CONFERENCE, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.,  MARCH 11-15, 2014 
	Nearly 8,000 attendees participated in the PLA’s National Conference which explored the changing role of public libraries over five days where more than 100 educational programs were offered that explored the changing role of public libraries. Sessions and events featured the nation’s leading innovators and professionals both within and outside of the library community.

	MIDWINTER MEETING & EXHIBITS,  PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 24-28, 2014
	The Midwinter Meeting was marked by productive  conversations, sessions, problem-solving, award events, and networking by more than 12,000 attendees and exhibitors. Topics included ebook lending and usability, E-rate, digital content, community engagement, the impact and potential of new technologies, books and awards, copyright, Net neutrality, innovative outreach, privacy and NSA-related issues, services for makers, and best practices on a range of library-related concerns. 

	SOUTH BY SOUTHWEST
	ALA was represented at the Austin, TX SxSW (South by Southwest) conference in March 2014. ALA had the opportunity to join several other national library  organizations and associations at a joint booth, including the Association of Rural and Small Libraries, the Digital Library Federation, Electronic Resources & Libraries, the Freedom to Read  Foundation, EveryLibrary, Urban Libraries Council, Urban Librarians Unite, and sxswLAM.

	ANNUAL CONFERENCE & EXHIBITION, LAS VEGAS, JUNE 26-JULY 1, 2014
	Nearly 19,000 attendees and exhibitors joined in the shared endeavor of “Transforming Our Libraries, Ourselves.” The more than 2,700 scheduled programs, sessions and events included content organized around ALA’s three strategic directions: advocacy, information policy, and professional and leadership development. in  addition, more than 75 members volunteered as Ambassadors to make ALA more welcoming to new (and any other)  conference attendees. 

	HUNDREDS GATHER FOR 40TH ANNUAL NATIONAL LIBRARY LEGISLATIVE DAY
	Hundreds of library  supporters from across the country met with their members of Congress from May 5–6, 2014, to advocate for library funding during ALA’s 40th annual National Library Legislative Day. Senator Angus King (i-ME) jumpstarted the event by addressing library advocates at the opening briefing. Additional speakers included Maine State Librarian Linda Lord; Gabriel Rottman, legislative counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union; Shawn Daugherty, assistant director of SPARC; and Peter Jaszi, pr


	BUILDING LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND ENHANCING CAPACITY
	ACRL: C&RL BECOMES ONLINE-ONLY, OPEN ACCESS JOURNAL 
	ACRL’s research and scholarly activities programs actively promote the transition to a more open system of scholarship. The Association continued its objective to increase the ways ACRL is an advocate and model for open dissemination and evaluation practices this year through the transition of their research journal, College & Research Libraries, to an online-only, open access publication. The Nov. 2013 issue was the final print issue of the journal and follows a move to open access in 2014. 

	ALCTS AND ALA LIBRARY: ALA ARCHIVES
	The American Library Association Archives is the official repository for the records of the ALA at University of illinois at Urbana-Champaign. in 2013, ALA Archives collaborated with ALCTS and the ALA Library in developing a digital repository for ALA as a whole, focusing on a means to preserve publications and other documents, encompassing text and images. The result is the American Library Association institutional Repository (ALAiR), which is an open access repository that collects, stores, and provides 

	ALSC AND PLA: EVERY CHILD READ TO READ WINS INNOVATION AWARD
	Every Child Ready to Read, 2nd Edition (ECRR), a product of ALSC and PLA was named winner of Opening Minds USA first innovation Award. ECRR is a parent education initiative. it stresses that early literacy begins with the primary adults in a child’s life. The ECRR toolkit empowers public libraries to assume an essential role in supporting early literacy within a community. The 2nd Edition incorporates recommendations that evolved out of an in-depth evaluation of the original initiative and an extensive lite

	PLA: PUBLIC LIBRARY LEADERSHIP 
	A key strategic goal of PLA is to build a future of transformative leadership education and resources for members. PLA received an iMLS grant for the project, “Navigating Change, Building Community: Outward-focused Public Library Leadership Training.” This three-year grant allows PLA to further refine and implement the PLA Leadership Academy and measure the impact on participants and their libraries.

	ALA LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
	The ALA Leadership institute is a unique 4-day immersive leadership development program for future library leaders. Since 2013, seventy-six mid-career professionals returned to their community or campus with greater self-awareness and self-confidence, equipped with better skills for leading, coaching, collaborating, and engaging within their organizations and in their communities. The institute, supported by innovative, a Library Champion, includes a structured learning track and the opportunity for individ

	CENTER FOR THE FUTURE OF LIBRARIES
	On May 2 and 3, 2014, then ALA President Barbara Stripling presided at the Summit on the Future of Libraries. The Summit brought together eighty librarians and representatives from organizations that work with libraries at the Library of Congress to discuss the future of libraries.  inspired by five nationally recognized speakers—Stephen Dubner, Joel Garreau, Dr. Renu Khator, Thomas Frey and Joan Frye Williams—and their own table discussions, participants engaged in wide ranging  conversations about the tre

	INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OFFICE: SHARJAH INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR/ALA LIBRARY CONFERENCE 
	ALA’s largest ever international professional development event wrapped up November 13 in Sharjah, United Arab Emirates, where more than 600 librarians gathered on-site at the Sharjah international Book Fair (SiBF) for the first two-day SiBF/ALA Library Conference. ALA President Courtney L. Young’s opening keynote on the transformation of libraries was followed by 15 concurrent sessions on a wide range of topics for all types of libraries. A Librarians’ Lounge for networking was open prior to and throughout

	INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OFFICE: GUADALAJARA INTERNATIONAL BOOK FAIR PROGRAM 
	One hundred and twenty ALA members from 25 states and  the District of Columbia took advantage of the 15th year of the ALA-Free Pass Program to travel to the Guadalajara Book Fair (Nov- 30-Dec 5th) to review and purchase much needed Spanish language materials for their communities.

	OFFICE FOR ACCREDITATION: STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION UPDATE*
	ALA works to provide assurance that graduate programs in library and information studies meet approved  standards of quality. At the 2015 ALA Midwinter Meeting, the ALA Council approved for adoption the 2015 Standards for Accreditation of Master’s Programs in Library and information Studies. The Standards for Accreditation are developed through a consensus-building process that involves various communities of interest, including educators, students, and professionals in library and information studies. ALA 

	OFFICE OF DIVERSITY, LITERACY AND OUTREACH  SERVICES: KNOWLEDGE ALLIANCE
	ALA continued to promote excellence and diversity in the library field, in particular through its Spectrum Scholarship program. The 50 scholarships awarded in June brought the total number of Spectrum Scholarships awarded to more than 880. Support for scholarships came from individuals, organizations, and this year saw the broadening of ProQuest’s support for the Spectrum program. ProQuest, a Library Champion, will donate $52,000 per year for the next three years to assist 24 individuals in obtaining their 

	OFFICE OF DIVERSITY, LITERACY AND OUTREACH SERVICES:  SPECTRUM SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
	Since 2010, 35 early career librarians have worked together through an institute of Museum and Library Service funded project to develop a diversity-focused recruitment strategy. The Knowledge Alliance brand emphasizes peer mentoring and enables allies to engage potential library professionals at every step of their journey, from initial interest to selecting a graduate program and to pursuing professional opportunities. The Knowledge Alliance has exhibited at events reaching 32,866 college students and car

	OFFICE FOR HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT AND  RECRUITMENT: EMERGING LEADERS 
	The Emerging Leaders program enables newer librarians from across the country to: participate in problem-solving workgroups; network with peers; gain insight to ALA structure; and have an opportunity to serve the overall profession in a leadership capacity. There were 56 participants in 2014, adding to the total of 696 people who have participated in the program since it began as an initiative of ALA Past President Leslie Burger in 2007.

	PUBLIC PROGRAMS OFFICE: LIBRARIES TRANSFORMING COMMUNITIES 
	All communities have challenges. Libraries are uniquely positioned to help conquer them—given the right tools. Libraries Transforming Communities (LTC)—an ALA  initiative managed by the Public Programs Office—seeks to strengthen libraries’ roles  as community leaders and give them the tools to lead positive change. in partnership with The Harwood institute for Public innovation and with support from the Bill and  Melinda Gates Foundation, ALA is creating a suite of free resources—including webinars, workshe

	Madison (Wis.) Public Library, Central Library. In addition to a three-story atrium that increases natural light and new daylit reading rooms, the Madison Central Library renovation added a new third floor for community use, featuring an art gallery, meeting rooms, and an outdoor terrace that overlooks a green roof. The floor can be rented for private events as well. Renovation and expansion, MSR, 120,000 square feet, $29.7 million. Photo by Lara Swimmer. From “Designs That Last,” Phil Morehart, American Li


	ALA AWARDS 2014
	Each year, the American Library Association recognizes the achievements of more than 200 individuals and institutions with various awards. This selection represents only a portion of those honored in 2014 but who are notable for their contributions to the field of librarianship. Chosen by juries consisting of colleagues and peers, this year’s award winners are distinguished for their leadership and vision, as well as their continued investment in the profession through mentorship.
	HONORARY MEMBERSHIP
	ALA’s highest honor recognizes outstanding contributions of lasting importance to libraries and librarianship. Honorary membership is given to living citizens of any country whose contribution to librarianship or a closely related field is so outstanding that it is of lasting importance to the advancement of the whole field of library service. Honorary members are elected for life by vote of ALA Council upon recommendation by the ALA Executive Board.Patricia Glass Schuman was elected by the ALA Council to h

	ALA EXCELLENCE IN LIBRARY PROGRAMMING AWARD
	Recognizes a library that demonstrates excellence in library programming by creating a cultural/thematic program type or program series that engages the community in planning, sponsorship, and/or active participation, addresses an identified community need, and has a measurable impact.  Donor: ALA Cultural Communities FundCreated by the Kansas City (MO) Public Library, the “Greetings from Kansas City” program and exhibitions featured historic postcards from the library’s Missouri Valley Special Collections,

	ALA/INFORMATION TODAY, INC. LIBRARY OF THE FUTURE AWARD
	Recognizes an individual library, library consortium, group of librarians, or support organization for innovative planning for, applications of, or  development of patron training programs about information technology in a library setting.  Donor: IIDA and Information Today, Inc.in 2013, Google donated 5,000 tablets to help seven libraries rebuild after the devastation caused by Hurricane Sandy. As a result, Queens (NY) Library started the “Enriching the Lives of a Challenged Community by Lending Tablets” p

	BETA PHI MU AWARD 
	For distinguished service to education for librarianship. Donor: Beta Phi Mu International Library  Science Honorary SocietyBeth M. Paskoff has maintained a service agenda  connected to library education, recruitment for  the profession, and professional associations throughout her career. Currently director of the Louisiana State University (LSU) School of Library and information Science in Baton Rouge, Paskoff has taught more than nine different courses at the graduate level, developing six of them; serve

	MELVIL DEWEY MEDAL
	For creative professional achievement in library management, training, cataloging and classification, and the tools and techniques of librarianship.  Donor: OCLCRobert Wolven, associate university librarian for bibliographic services and collection development at Columbia University Libraries, is co-chair of the ALA Digital Content and Libraries Working Group, which seeks to make ebooks more accessible to public library users. He also leads in advancing  technical services as chair of ALCTS’s Head of  Techn

	EQUALITY AWARD 
	For outstanding contribution that promotes equality in the library profession. Donor: Scarecrow Press, Inc., a member of the Rowman & Littlefield  Publishing GroupAnn K. Symons, school librarian and international library consultant, has been an active and effective supporter of intellectual freedom for much of her career, focusing extensively on school libraries and GLBT issues. Whether as a school librarian in Alaska, the president of ALA, the librarian of the Anglo-American School in Moscow, Russia, or as

	THE FREEDOM TO READ FOUNDATION  ROLL OF HONOR AWARD 
	Recognizes individuals who have contributed sub-stantially to the foundation through adherence to its principles and/or substantial monetary support. Donor: Freedom to Read FoundationHerbert Krug, a founding member of the Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF), has served as trustee for three years, including two terms as treasurer. Prior to that, he volunteered service to FTRF since its inception in 1969, using expertise developed over a long career in direct marketing to contribute immeasurably to successful f

	ELIZABETH FUTAS CATALYST  FOR CHANGE AWARD 
	For making positive changes in the profession of librarianship by: taking risks to further the cause; helping new librarians grow and achieve; working for change within ALA or other library organizations; inspiring colleagues to excel.  Donor: Elizabeth Futas Memorial FundThroughout her career, Karen G. Schneider, university librarian at Holy Names University in Oakland,  California, has served as a leader and innovator. She is a founding member of both the Resource Sharing Committee of the Statewide Califo

	GALE CENGAGE LEARNING FINANCIAL  DEVELOPMENT AWARD 
	Presented to a library organization that exhibits meritorious achievement in creating new means  of funding for a public or academic library.  Donor: Gale Cengage Learning, an ALA  Library Champion.When the Cedar Park (TX) Public Library (CPPL) lost some of its funding in 2012, the Cedar Park Public Library Foundation had to develop other opportunities to support the Library’s enrichment program and technology needs. The Foundation further developed Fable Fest, an annual fundraising festival it organizes th

	JOSEPH W. LIPPINCOTT AWARD 
	For distinguished service to the profession of  librarianship, including outstanding participation  in the activities of the professional library  association, notable published professional  writing, or other significant activity on behalf  of the profession and its aims. Donor: Joseph W. Lippincott IIIMaurice J. Freedman’s tireless advocacy for  socially responsible cataloging and library  technologies and processes has had a profound impact on the profession, nationally and  internationally. He has been 

	SCHOLASTIC LIBRARY PUBLISHING AWARD 
	For a librarian whose extraordinary contributions  to promoting access to books and encouraging a love of reading for lifelong learning exemplify  outstanding achievement in the profession. Donor: Scholastic Library PublishingProfessor at the School of Library and information Studies at Texas Woman’s University, Sylvia Vardell has served at various universities in Texas and Nevada, and in Zimbabwe as a Fulbright Scholar. She has taught courses about children’s and young adult literature at both the master’s

	THE LEMONY SNICKET PRIZE FOR NOBLE  LIBRARIANS FACED WITH ADVERSITY
	For recognition of a librarian who has faced  adversity with integrity and dignity intact.  Donor: Daniel Handler (Lemony Snicket)Laurence Copel, youth outreach librarian and founder of the Lower Ninth Ward Street Library in New Orleans, moved from New York in 2010, and saw a need to provide age-appropriate books to neighborhood youth. Known to local children as the “Book Lady,” she opened a library in her home through self-funding and small donations while living on $350 a week. She also converted her bicy

	SULLIVAN AWARD FOR PUBLIC LIBRARY  ADMINISTRATORS SUPPORTING SERVICES  TO CHILDREN
	Given to an individual who has shown exceptional understanding and support of public library service to children while having general management, supervisory, or administrative responsibility that has included public service for children in its scope. Donor: Peggy SullivanAs city librarian at San Francisco Public Library (SFPL), Luis Herrera demonstrates passion and exceptional support for public library services to children. As a member of the PLA board, he  supported the launch of a partnership with the  

	H. W. WILSON LIBRARY STAFF  DEVELOPMENT GRANT 
	Awarded to a library that demonstrates merit in a staff development program that furthers the goals and objectives of the library organization.  Donor: H. W. Wilson CompanyThe “Connect: Customer Service Excellence at  Martin County (FL) Library System” program  focuses on developing and training staff members to be knowledgeable in every area of library  operations. After completion, staffers will be  capable and confident in answering complex  questions and handling difficult situations. The Martin County 


	ALA CALENDAR OF OBSERVANCES AND ACTIVITIES
	SEPTEMBER 2015
	Banned Books Week  September 27 – October 3Banned Websites Awareness Day September 30Civic Awareness MonthLibrary Card Sign-up MonthNational Hispanic  Heritage MonthSeptember 15 – October 15

	OCTOBER 2015
	Teen Read Week™  October 18 – 24National Friends of  Libraries Week  October 18 – 24Diversity Awareness MonthInformation Literacy  Awareness MonthLesbian, Gay, Bisexual,  Transgender (LGBT)  History MonthNational Arts and  Humanities Month

	NOVEMBER 2015
	AASL National Conference  November 5 – 8YALSA YA Literature  Symposium November 6 – 8LITA National Forum November 12 – 15International Games Day  @ your library November 21ACRL Assessment/Intentional Teaching Immersion Program Native American Heritage MonthNational Scholarship MonthPicture Book Month 

	DECEMBER 2015
	I Love My Librarian Award

	JANUARY 2016
	ALA Midwinter Meeting January 8 – 12 ALA Book & Media  Award Announcements  January 8 - 12ALA Youth Media  Award Announcements   January 11

	FEBRUARY 2016C
	Digital Learning DayLibrary Lovers’ MonthNational African  

	MARCH 2016
	Teen Tech WeekTM March 6 - 12Freedom of Information Day March 16National Deaf History MonthNational Women’s History Month

	APRIL 2016
	PLA National Conference April 5 – 9, National Volunteer Week April 10 – 16, National Library Week April 10 – 16, National Library Workers Day April 12, National D.E.A.R. Day April 12, National Bookmobile Day April 13
	Money Smart Week ®  @ your library  April 23 – 30, Preservation Week April 24 – 30, El día de los niños/ El día de los libros (Día) April 30, National Poetry Month, School Library Month

	MAY 2016
	May 1 – 7National Library Legislative DayMay 2 – 3Asian – Pacific American  Heritage MonthNational Older Americans Month

	JUNE 2016
	ACRL Rare Books and  Manuscripts Conference June 21 - 24ALA Annual Conference  and Exhibition  June 23 – 28ALA Book, Media &  Leadership Excellence  Award Announcements  June 23 – 28GLBT Book Month 

	JULY 2016
	ACRL Teacher/Program Track  Immersion Program 

	AUGUST 2016
	ALA Leadership Institute August 8 – 11  

	For additional information about the events listed and to find out about other activities, please visit http://www.ala.org/ conferencesevents/celebrationweeks

	FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 2013 – 2014
	Consolidated Statement of Financial Position
	ASSETS
	Cash and short-term investments $16,596,366; Accounts receivable 3,639,347; Inventories 1,818,234; Grants receivable 556,787; Prepaid expenses and other assets 623,379; Property and equipment, less accumulated depreciation 12,822,184;Goodwill 1,826,567; Intangible assets, less amortization 2,264,698; Long-term investments40,221,326      Total Assets$ 80,368,888

	LIABILITIES
	Accounts payable and accrued expenses $4,703,076; Deferred revenue 11,551,928; Capital lease obligation 283,616; Long-term debt 8,805,000; Accrued post-retirement benefits 16,363,243; Total liabilities 41,706,863;

	NET ASSETS
	Unrestricted 32,478,483; Temporarily restricted 5,668,842; Permanently restricted 514,700;  Total net assets 38,662,025; Total liabilities and net assets $80,368,888;


	Consolidated Statement of Operations by Program Activity
	OPERATING REVENUES
	Publishing $17,910,889; Grants and awards 4,954,945; Contributions 2,224,223; Meetings and conferences 12,579,999; Membership dues 8,387,299; Products and promotions 1,038,001; Dividends and interest 1,449,065; Other2,695,476; Total operating revenues51,239,897

	EXPENSES
	Payroll20,362,398 Outside services7,270,045 Travel2,196,459 Meetings and conferences6,544,914 Scholarships and awards229,083 Publications4,394,998 Operating7,511,363Post-retirement benefits1,440,871     Total expenses49,950,131      Expenses in excess of operating revenues$    1,289,766


	Complete audited financial statements are available upon request.

	IN APPRECIATION THANK YOU FOR AN AMAZING YEAR
	This Annual Report of the American Library Association for fiscal year 2014 is more than a recounting of a year’s activities and achievements at ALA. it is about the fulfillment of the Association’s mission and is the product of—and, we hope, the catalyst for—the ongoing conversation about libraries—school, public, academic and special—and the library profession. We hope that you take great  satisfaction in the crucial contributions of all kinds made by you and others in support of the vital role that they 
	LIBRARY ADVOCATES, 2013-2014
	Corporations, Foundations, Government Agencies, and OrganizationsWe are proud to recognize our many members, friends, individuals, corporations, government agencies, foundations, and organizations who gave so generously to ALA and its divisions, offices, and round tables. Our work would not be possible without your interest, involvement, and leadership.This honor roll recognizes all the donors who have invested in ALA through grants, sponsorship and other contributions made between September 1, 2013, and Au
	$100,000 and above
	$50,000 to $99,999
	$10,000 to $49,999
	$5,000 to $9,999
	IN-KIND SUPPORT

	LIBRARY CHAMPIONS
	With the generous support of our Library Champions, ALA is able to provide free resources to libraries to enable them to increase their public awareness and  advocacy efforts to tell their story on how they benefit their local community in many important ways. Children are overcoming hurdles and becoming stronger readers. Seniors and families who are living on less are getting information and advice. The unemployed are gaining job-hunting skills and getting the support and internet access they need. Student
	ALA Library Champion Sustainer $25,000 or above
	ALA Library Champion Investor $10,000 to $24,999
	ALA Library Champion Patron $7,500 to $9,999
	ALA Library Champion Member $5,000 to $7,499

	ALA LEGACY SOCIETY
	The role of libraries and the profession of librarianship keeps transforming and growing. Librarians and library staff need a strong professional association on their side. Planned gifts offer our members and friends the opportunity to lend their support to an area within  the Association that had the most impact on them personally. We are grateful for the  commitments from each of our Legacy Society members. They are instrumental in ensuring  a strong and impactful Association continues to serve the needs 
	Anonymous (2)Robert E. BanksPeggy Barber*Anne K. BeaubienKatharina Blacksteadirene L. BriggsFrancis J. Buckley, Jr.Trevor A. DawesCarol Pitts DiedrichsJanice Feye-StukasCarole & Stan Fiore*Shirley FitzgibbonsBarbara J. Ford*Charles Garris, in memory     of Cicely Phippen MarksJulia Gelfand & David LangCarolyn GiambraWilliam R. Gordon*Ellin Greene*Dr. Ken HaycockNann Blaine Hilyard*Pam Spencer HolleySuellen Hoy
	Richard L. HuffinePenny JohnsonDr. Em Claire KnowlesNancy KranichShirley Loo*Geri Hansen MannCarse McDaniel*Regina MinudriJohn N. Mitchell*Virginia B. MooreJim & Fran NealRobert NewlenSylvia K. NortonJoyce L. Ogburn &     Steven A. EichnerKimberly PattonMary Jane PetrowskiLarry Romans & Mike MorganFrances R. RoscelloPatricia Glass SchumanRoberta & George StevensPeggy Sullivan*Teri Switzer
	Ann & John Symons*Ruth & Jay Toor*Betty Turock*William L. Turner, Jr.Patricia A. WandJ. Linda Williams
	*Charter member
	With gratitude, ALA remembers  and acknowledges the following individuals for their visionary support and whose estate  gifts were received between  September 1, 2013 and  August 31, 2014.Estate of Emily CloydEstate of Mary Ruth Y. DuncanHelga Herz Trust


	INDIVIDUALS
	The American Library Association would like thank each and every one of these individuals who have given generously to support ALA. We want you to know how meaningful these annual philanthropic commitments are to our ongoing work. in fiscal year 2014, ALA received more than $219,314 in donations. Thank you!
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	ALA extends a sincere thank you to the  generosity of our donors. Your support of the Association is greatly appreciated, as well as your recognition of the importance of supporting libraries. if your name and contribution this past year was not recognized, please let us extend our apologies. You are valuable to us, so please contact the Development Office with any discrepancies to ensure you are appropriately acknowledged. individuals wishing to make a donation to support the Association should contact and
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	Pura Belpré Illustrator Award 
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	The Goldfinch written by Donna Tartt and published by Little, Brown and Company. Presented by Booklist and the Reference and User Services Association (RUSA).  
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	The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt,  William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of Journalism written by Doris Kearns Goodwin and published by Simon &  Schuster. Presented by Booklist and  the Reference and User Services  

	Coretta Scott King Author Award
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	John Newbery Medal
	Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures written by Kate DiCamillo and published by Candlewick Press. Presented by the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC).
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	Mike Morgan & Larry Romans Children’s & Young Adult Literature Awards
	Beautiful Music for Ugly Children written by Kirstin Cronn-Mills, published by Flux, an imprint of Llewellyn Worldwide Ltd and Fat Angie written by e. E. Charlton-Trujillo and published by Candlewick Press. Presented by Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender (GLBTRT) and supported by the ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS).  
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	Baltimore City Public Schools, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor Elementary Library. The Samuel Coleridge-Taylor Elementary School embraces its past with this renovation. Old elements were discarded to reveal existing historic architectural structures. Brick archways hidden behind walls now make up the entryway, and an original hardwood floor more than 100 years old now shines after being freed from a laminate cover. Renovation. JRS Architects, 2,400 square feet, $480,000. Photo by JSR Architects/Alain Jaramillo. Fro
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