
Supplement 9U—Synthesis Rubric 
 
Student’s Name: ______________________________________________________________  

Put your initials in the box that represents the quality of your work and total your rubric score. 

 

Synthesis: Jazz! 

Criteria 4 3 2 1 Score 
Organization The writer begins 

with an extraordinary 
introductory 
paragraph about jazz, 
followed by one to 
three paragraphs 
about a specific jazz 
artist. He/she ends 
with a strong 
conclusion. 

The writer begins with 
a strong introductory 
paragraph about jazz, 
followed by one to 
three paragraphs about 
a specific jazz artist. 
He/she ends with a 
good conclusion. 

The writer begins 
with a fair 
introductory 
paragraph about jazz, 
followed by one to 
three paragraphs 
about a specific jazz 
artist. He/she ends 
with a fair conclusion.

The writer begins 
with a weak 
introductory 
paragraph about 
jazz, followed by 
one to three 
paragraphs about a 
specific jazz artist. 
He/she ends with a 
weak conclusion. 

 

Content 
(Synthesis) 

The writer uses 
information from at 
least three sources 
and includes 
reference numbers. 
He/she adds his/her 
own ideas, 
connections, or 
feelings. 

The writer uses 
information from two 
sources and includes 
reference numbers. 
He/she adds his/her 
own ideas, 
connections, or 
feelings. 

The writer uses 
information from two 
sources and includes 
reference numbers but 
does not add his/her 
own ideas, 
connections, or 
feelings. 

The writer uses 
information from 
one source or does 
not add his/her 
own ideas, 
connections, or 
feelings. He/she 
may not use 
reference #s. 

 

Examples and 
Word Choice  

The writer gives 
specific examples 
and includes exciting 
jazz-related word 
choice. 

Most of the writer’s 
examples are specific, 
and she/he includes 
good jazz-related word 
choice. 

Some of the writer’s 
examples are specific,
and she/he includes a 
few jazz-related word 
choices. 

Evidence and 
examples are NOT 
relevant OR jazz-
related word 
choice is not 
included. 

 

Conventions 
(Editing) 
 
Circle the 
numbers or fill in
the blank of the 
procedures you 
followed. 

 

1. The writer read the 
entire paragraph 
aloud. 

2. He/she proofread 
each sentence. 

3. He/she circled the 
words he/she was 
unsure of. 

4. He/she looked up 
_______ words in 
the dictionary or 
asked a friend. 

The writer did three of 
these. 

The writer did two of 
these. 

The writer did only 
one of these. 

 

Capitalization 
& Punctuation 

The writer makes no 
errors in 
capitalization or 
punctuation. The 
paragraph is a 
pleasure to read. 

The writer makes one 
or two errors in 
capitalization or 
punctuation, but the 
paragraph is still easy 
to read. 

The writer makes 
three or four errors in 
capitalization or 
punctuation that 
distract the reader. 

The writer makes 
more than four 
errors in 
capitalization or 
punctuation that 
distract the reader. 

 

Total Score  . 
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