
American Library Association 
Committee on Research and Statistics (CORS) 

2005 Midwinter Meeting 
Boston, MA 

Draft Minutes 
 

 
Sunday, January 16, 2-4 p.m., Hynes Convention Center, Room 107 
 
This agenda is continuous and is subject to reordering. 
 
Members: Dan O’Connor, chair   Sharyn Ladner 
  Dianne Carty    Elizabeth Titus 
  Leslie Manning   Stephen Wiberley 
  Curtis Kendrick   Wanda Dole 
  Joseph J. Mika    Sara Brannon, Intern 

Scott Nicholson    
 
Staff:  Denise Davis, Director, Office for Research & Statistics 
 
Visitors:  Michael Golrick (ALA Executive Board Liaison), Rick Weingarten (ALA Washington 
Office), Sarah Erney, Karen Motylewski, Martha Crawley, Eliza Dresang. 
 
Meeting Management: 
 

1. Approval of minutes from Annual 2004 (Orlando, FL) 
  
2. Approval of agenda for Midwinter Meeting (Boston) 

Approved with typographical changes. 
 
Continuing Business: 
 

3. Report of chair (O’Connor) 
Invited guest - Rick Weingarten, ALA/OITP at 2:15-2:30pm 

Rick commented on the relationship between ALA ORS and the Washington Office, especially 
OITP and how the research agenda can help advocacy across the association.  One study that the 
Washington Office is undertaking is of law enforcement activities in libraries.  The project is 
funded from various sources (Mellon, Knight and Ford Foundations), and information about the 
survey is available on the website.  Focus groups also will be conducted to solicit additional 
input. 
 
There is a general lack of data about libraries, as opposed to other fields (e.g., science or 
technology). Meaningful indicators that libraries should consider – annual, longitudinal data of 
the “health” of America’s libraries.  The harder indicators are those that describe what libraries 
do for the community – economic and social impact.  Quickly understandable, useful, annual 
information. 



 
Comments included quick facts, a databank like that of academic libraries that would 
demonstrate if a library is “in trouble,” current data are too “surface” and not useful for 
advocacy.  In order to get at the data we need it requires  
 
Dan proposed a pre-conference in 2007 to solicit papers for library indicators with the following 
component: what would be indicators of the health of libraries, buildings/construction, benefits 
library provides to society, research needs.  A proceedings book also needs to remain in the 
proposal.  To fund this CORS would apply for the World Book ALA Goal Award. 
 
Dan welcomed Denise Davis as the Director, Office for Research & Statistics.  A reminder was 
made about forwarding nominations for CORS to Denise.  Dan will forward them to Michael 
Gorman as suggestions. 
 

4. Report of staff liaison (Davis) – ALA Office for Research & Statistics update 
Meeting with ALA staff in Chicago and DC, divisions directors, committees and RTs, and 
attending conferences to understand what the research needs are in the library community. The 
purpose is two-fold:  Building a project list to prioritize with ALA executive staff regarding my 
projects over the next few years (fitting them in with the ALA 2010 Strategic Plan); Identifying 
projects that require external funding, and those that can be recommended to others outside ALA 
to complete 
 
Some projects that are in the works:  

Quick surveys on topics that cannot wait for national-level data – Funding; Status of 
school libraries and staff; Employment, retention, retirement issues – is there a crisis; and 
Federal funding impact (E-rate, etc.) with Office of Technology Policy (ALA DC); National 
Leadership Grant (IMLS) to study library networks, cooperatives and consortia (2005 
application, project 2005-2008); Allied and Professional staff salary survey in addition to the 
professional staff salary survey; and Improving the ORS website to include links to information 
about a broader range of topics outside ALA, such as assessment and evaluation research (ROI). 
 

The last project is to hire an assistant.   Letitia Earvin, someone on temporary assignment to 
ORS, has been of enormous help.  There is no schedule for hiring a permanent assistant. 
 

5. Library Research Seminar III and update on IV (Wiberley) 
LRS III was held October 13-15, 2004 in Kansas City, attendance was approximately 75, three 
plenary sessions and 38 (?) papers were presented across a wide range of topics.  Graduate 
students participated in a poster session new to LRS in 2004.  LRS IV is still being planned and a 
location may be announced very soon.  The time frame will be October 2007. 

 
6. Program for 2005 Annual Conference, Chicago:  update and committee discussion.  

Program – “Information Visualization as a Research Methodology” scheduled for 
Saturday, June 25th, 1:30-3:30pm. (Nicholson) 

Eugene Garfield at ASIS is developing HistSite to visualize citation analysis.  Originator of 
Science Citation Index, etc.   



Consider cosponsoring – Scott will investigate getting the word out. Denise will investigate the 
co-sponsor deadline for Annual. 
 
Dan O’Connor reminded CORS members that they each must bring three guests with them to the 
program. 
 
New Business: 
 

7. “Ahead to 2010” – ALA's strategic plan – review draft plan and bring comments to 
meeting (O’Connor, Davis) 

Dan O’Connor reported to the Executive Board CORS commends the Executive Board on the 
strategic plan and the emphasis on research.  Funding research initiatives – consider approaching 
OCLC and other potential organizations. 
Comments on plan:  Omission of partners; organizational value; too library focused.  Librarians 
work in organizations other than libraries. 
Recommend change to Draft Goal 1 #6 – include collaboration  
Encouraged individual member to go to 2010 website and make comments. 
 

8. Draft FY06 Budget approval (Davis) 
Approved. 
 

9. Mary Jo Lynch Award – identify two committee members to serve on jury (Davis)  
Curtis Kendrick and Elizabeth Titus agreed to serve on the jury. 
 

10. Pre-Conference for 2006 Midwinter Meeting in San Antonio, TX:  committee discussion 
of plan, and action items.  Topic: Research Day at Midwinter: San Antonio on Friday, 
January 20, 2006. (Additional topical information: Florida ROI study  
http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us/bld/roi/FinalReport.cfm ; possible speakers, Mike Mabe, 
Chesterfield PL (VA). 
 

Dan thanked the committee on their recommendations.   
Scott requested that Denise be the lunch speaker and discuss what ALA is doing internally. 
Scott Nicholson, Wanda Dole agreed to co-chair the pre-conference planning committee with 
help from Sylvia Hall-Ellis, Sharyn Ladner, Leslie Manning.  Gerald Hodges and Denise Davis 
will help the committee cost the pre-conference. The group agreed to budget for a registration of 
40.  Call for participants, outreach to other units and divisions will be created to promote the pre-
conference. 
 
The pre-conference title was modified to “Re-Using Your Data to Solve Organizational and 
Management Problems.” 
 
 

11. Michael Golrick, ALA Executive Board Liaison at 3:30-3:45pm 
Highlights of his report included:  Strategic Planning activities were underway and he was 
pleased to see the committee already has discussed this.  The 2005 election is about to begin, 
web-based WC3 level-2 accessible, and compliant with Section 508 ADA; closing on the 

http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us/bld/roi/FinalReport.cfm


Washington office and they should be moved in by August 2005; privacy audit done in Chicago 
and made operational recommendations (Ragsdale and Krug) [Dan elaborated on the privacy 
concerns regarding information collected and committee meetings, etc. – what is collected, why, 
and how is it stored];membership committee reviewing dues structure [dues based on salary 
level]; tsunami relief on the ALA homepage; Council began discussion of Salinas library closing 
and the role of ALA in such a circumstance; previewing online communities software at MW; 
American Libraries issue should have come shrink-wrapped with CE events; new search engine 
for website; site map with A-Z and FAQ revised; and, the ALA lawyer went to a new law firm 
(Barnes & Thornburg). 
 
IFLA update from Wanda Dole – representative from CORS is Sherrie Schmidt. 
 
Documents distributed with the agenda: 
 

1. Minutes from Midwinter Meeting 2004, Orlando* 
2. Strategic Plan, “Ahead to 2010” * 
3. Draft FY06 CORS Budget (sent under separate email) 
4. Mary Jo Lynch award* 
5. Emails from Scott Nicholson and Dan O’Connor regarding MW 06 Research Pre-

conference proposal (sent to CORS list in December 2004, please check your email) 
6. Florida State Library.  Taxpayer Return on Investment in Florida Public Libraries:  

Summary Report.  September 2004. http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us/bld/roi/FinalReport.cfm  
 

http://dlis.dos.state.fl.us/bld/roi/FinalReport.cfm

	Invited guest - Rick Weingarten, ALA/OITP at 2:15-2:30pm

