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Draft 2/19/03 
American Library Association 

Committee on Research and Statistics (CORS) 
2003 Midwinter Meeting 

Philadelphia, PA 
Minutes 

 
Meeting: Sunday, January 26, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Marriott, Room 301 
 
Members: Dan O’Connor, chair  Tina Neville  
  Sara Dallas   Stephen Wiberley 

Gladys Maharam  Dora Ho, Intern 
 

Staff:  Mary Jo Lynch, Director, Office for Research & Statistics 
  Kat Bork, Administrative Assistant, Office for Research & Statistics 
 
Visitors: Martha Crawley 

Scott Nicholson 
Barbara G. Smith 

 
Meeting called to order at 2:05 p.m. by Dan O’Connor 
 
Meeting Management: 
 

1. Approval of minutes from Annual Conference 2002 (Atlanta, GA) 
 
2. Approval of agenda for meetings at Midwinter Meeting 2003 (Philadelphia, PA) 

 
Continuing Business: 
 

3. Report of chair 

Dan O’Connor (Rutgers University) has previously chaired the committee. 

 

4. Report of staff liaison (documents distributed with agenda). 

Mary Jo Lynch described the documents she sent to the committee and why she 

did so.  Also, she noted that the Better Salaries Task Force has a Support Staff 

Working Group that wants ORS to collect support staff salaries in the ALA Survey 

of Librarians Salaries.  Mary Jo had planned to use the supplemental question 
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section for this, but wants to wait until after the Congress on Support Staff that 

will take place in May 2003.  The Support Staff Working Group is developing a 

Council resolution regarding regular inclusion of support staff salaries.  Mary Jo 

wants Councilors to refer this issue to CORS.  ORS does not want any timeframe 

in the directive.  Members of CORS asked several questions about this matter: 

How many states count this data in their annual reports?  Is it posted on their Web 

pages?   

 

5. IMLS National Leadership Grants 

It was noted—and appreciated—that IMLS made changes in the guidelines based 

on advice from CORS. 

 

6. Update on national statistics about libraries  

A report was distributed.  There was no discussion. 

 

7. Reports to Executive Board at the 2003 Annual Conference – drafts for 

discussion. 

 

a. COPE2  

The Executive Board had detailed five tasks for the committee in a 

transmittal memo dated 2/11/02.  CORS has already given the Board a 

report on three of the tasks (EBD 10.0, 2002-2003).  Dan and Mary Jo 

prepared a draft response to the Board regarding the other two tasks.  



 

 

3

CORS discussed the draft.  Regarding research and practice, CORS 

believes that the draft is a fine explanation of why this issue should not 

have been farmed out to a committee.  The issue is a problem, but it 

cannot be easily solved.  CORS agreed to drop “CORS recommend TBA” 

from the document.  Instead, Dan and Mary Jo will elaborate on possible 

mechanisms available, none of which is realistic (e.g. mandate a research 

course in LIS schools, mandate a research column in ALA periodicals, 

start a new journal on research).   

 

Regarding a think tank on professional development.  CORS does not 

think a think tank needed at this time and agreed with the draft that this 

matter should be referred to the Committee on Education.   

 

b. COPE1 

Dan and Mary Jo also prepared a draft report to the Executive Board 

regarding unfinished business from an earlier assignment.  Following 

COPE1, CORS had been given three tasks and completed two.  The third, 

regarding an ALA research agenda is still undone.  CORS agreed with the 

draft that such an agenda should not be developed.  They asked that the 

list of existing agendas be updated and the table of contents of Library 

Trends, Spring 2003 be attached.   

 

8. CORS Program at Annual Conference 2003. 
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Dan believes that one good thing this committee could do at Conference is 

sponsor an Annual program on the secondary analysis of data.  People should use 

existing data and therefore save time and money.  Such a program is set for the 

Conference in Toronto on Sunday, 4:00-5:30 and is tentatively titled “Using 

Existing Data in your Research”.  CORS is in favor of this idea and discussed 

possible speakers including: Keith Lance, Michelle Logan, Marilyn White, 

Ethelene Whitmire, Steven Wiberley.  Barbara Smith suggested a new title 

“Rerunning the Numbers: Using Existing Data in Practice and Research”.  

Everyone liked it.  The plan is to two speakers with some discussion time.  Dan 

will be moderator and will have reactors on stage to respond to the speakers—

probably one on research and another on practice.  The idea will be floated in the 

RASA meeting directly after this meeting. 

   

Meeting was adjourned at 4 p.m. 


