
 

 

Instructions 
 
This survey is the first in a series to gather information about how library networks, cooperatives and 
consortia operate, and the many ways in which these collaborative organizations help to advance 
learning communities. The information gathered from these surveys will be aggregated and made 
available in a searchable, report-generating database. 
 
Your organization has been identified as one that may meet the minimum specifications for inclusion 
in this study.  The definition for a library cooperative adopted in the National Information Standards 
Organization (NISO) standard Z39.7-2004, Information Services and Use: Metrics & statistics for 
libraries and information providers--Data Dictionary, is being used for this study.  The definition is: 
 
2.1.8 Library Cooperative  
 
A Library Cooperative (network, system, and consortium) is an organization that has a formal 
arrangement whereby library and information services are supported for the mutual benefit of 
participating libraries. It must meet all of the following criteria: 

1. Participants/members are primarily libraries.  
2. The organization is a U.S. not-for-profit entity, which has its own budget and its own paid 

staff.  
3. The organization serves multiple institutions (e.g., libraries, school districts) that are not under 

the organization's administrative control.  
4. The scope of the organization's activities includes support of library and information services 

by performing such functions as resource sharing, training, planning, and advocacy.  
http://www.niso.org/emetrics/current/subcategory2.1.8.html  

 
“Not-for-profit” includes any such tax status recognized by the US Internal Revenue Service.  In order 
for a not-for-profit organization to be "legal" it needs to be incorporated under the laws of a state. 
The entity would be ineligible to receive any governmental funding without such legal status. 
 
For the purposes of this study governmentally based library entities with independent budgets and 
staff also are within the definition of a library cooperative. 
 
The survey is divided into six short sections, with a total of 11 questions, and takes about 10 minutes 
to complete. The questions include:  

•  Contact information  
•  Characteristics (do you have a budget, do you have paid staff, etc.) 
•  Primary service area jurisdiction (local, county, etc.) 
•  Library types your organization supports 
•  Purposes your organization serves (professional development, digitization, etc.) 
•  Best person to complete a more detailed questionnaire 

 
 
Questions about the survey should be directed to the RSL Research Group, whose principals are 
Marcia J. Rodney, Bill Schwarz, and Keith Curry Lance, at libcoop@rslresearch.com. 
 
The survey response period is November 1 through December 15, 2006. 

http://www.niso.org/emetrics/current/subcategory2.1.8.html
mailto:libcoop@rslresearch.com
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