
Recommended Text for Appeals for Participation in LNCC Preliminary Survey 
 
 
Libraries and library organizations, as well as national, state, and regional policy 
planners are forced to rely upon outdated information about library networks, 
cooperatives, and consortia (hereafter cooperatives). To rectify this problem, the 
American Library Association (ALA), Office for Research and Statistics, with funding 
from the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), has undertaken a 
comprehensive study of library cooperatives throughout the United States.  The final 
products of these surveys will include a web-based directory of library cooperatives, an 
online report generator, slide presentations about the project and outcomes, and a final 
written report, including success stories.  This research project will result in a clear and 
current understanding of how library cooperatives operate, and the many ways in which 
these collaborative organizations help to advance learning communities.  
 
To do this, we need your help as a representative of a library cooperative. To ensure 
that we have a complete directory of library cooperatives, please respond to the 
preliminary survey available at: http://www.ala.org/lnccsurvey  
 
To meet the study's specifications, a library cooperative must   
 
1.  Be a legally established not-for-profit U.S. entity or government agency with its own 
budget and staff; 
 
2.  Have members that are primarily libraries, not individual librarians; 
 
3.  Serve multiple institutions (e.g., libraries, school districts) that are not under the 
organization's administrative control; and 
 
4.  Support library and information services by performing such functions as resource 
sharing, education/training, planning, and advocacy. 
 
At this early stage, we would rather risk the preliminary survey response being too large 
than too small, so, if you are doubtful about whether or not your organization meets 
this definition, please participate in the survey. 
 
ALA is being assisted in this project by the RSL Research Group, whose principals are 
Marcia J. Rodney, Bill Schwarz, and Keith Curry Lance.  In pursuit of subsequent 
activities of this project, you may hear from one or more of them. 
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