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Minutes 
 

In attendance: Patricia Tumulty, Chair, Committee on Library Advocacy (COLA)& New 
Jersey Library Association; Latasha Baker, Las Vegas-Clark County Library District, 
Diversity Committee; ; Irene Blalock, Birmingham Public Library, PLA; Connie Foster, 
Western Kentucky University, ALCTS; Lori Goetsch, Kansas State University, ACRL; 
Robin Hoklotubbe, San Bernardino County Library, ALTAFF; Annelle Huggins, 
University of Memphis, Chapter Relations Committee; Judi Repman, Georgia Southern 
University, AASL; Barbara Scotto, ALSC; Rocco Staino, Public Awareness Committee; 
Kristin Strohmeyer, Hamilton College-Burke Library, LIRT; and Dr. Sha Li Zhang, 
University of North Carolina- Jackson Library, International Relations Committee    
 
Staff Liaisons: Cathleen Bourdon, Associate Executive Director, Communications and 
Member Relations; Lynne Bradley, Director, Office for Government Relations, ALA 
Washington Office (WO); Jaclyn Finneke, Communications Specialist, Office for Library 
Advocacy (OLA); Megan Humphrey, Manager, Campaign for America’s Libraries; 
Marci Merola, Director, OLA; Kristin Murphy, Government Relations Specialist, Office 
for Government Relations, ALA WO; and Beth Nawalinski, Director of Marketing & 
Communications, Association of Library Trustees, Advocates, Friends and 
Foundations(ALTAFF)   
 
Welcome & Approval of Minutes from 2010 Annual Conference 
Patricia Tumulty, Chair, Committee on Library Advocacy (COLA) welcomed the group 
and called for a motion to approve the minutes from the 2010 Annual Conference. Kristin 
Strohmeyer moved to approve them, and Dr. Sha Li Zhang seconded that motion. 
 
Updates from the Office for Library Advocacy 
Marci Merola, Director, OLA, discussed current initiatives and projects: 
 

Our Authors, Our Advocates: Authors Speak Out for Libraries 
OLA is continuing work with ALA President Roberta Stevens and the Our 
Authors committee (comprising Peggy Barber, Pat Tumulty and Maureen 
Sullivan) on the “Our Authors, Our Advocates” initiative. The goals of the 
initiative are to enlist authors, natural allies of libraries, as articulate and 
impassioned spokespeople that highlight the key role libraries play in the 
economic, social and educational fabric of our nation; to have libraries using the 
authors’ online and in-person advocacy messages created for “Our Authors, Our 
Advocates” to build support, financial and otherwise, for their institutions; and to 
have libraries using local celebrities to build support, financial and otherwise, for 
their institutions. Four video PSAs, featuring Scott Turow, Brad Meltzer, Sara 



Paretsky and Sharon Draper launched at Midwinter and a “virtual postcard” 
featuring the PSAs was emailed to all of ALA’s electronic members on January 
12, 2011. The “Our Authors, Our Advocates” campaign is housed on 
www.ilovelibraries.org. Targeted launch dates for additional PSAs are during 
National Library Week and the 2011 Annual Conference.  

 
Authors as Advocates at the State and Local Levels 
While ALA works to create an author advocacy campaign a national model, OLA 
and the presidential committee created tools so that state organizations and local 
communities can replicate this effort at the local level. OLA worked with 
consultants Library Strategies to create a toolkit for libraries to use, entitled 
“Cultivating Your Local Notables” which launched through Advocacy University: 
www.ala.org/localnotables. Patricia Glass-Schuman, Neal-Schuman Publishers, 
and Toni Tucker, Milner Library, Illinois State Library, assisted the committee in 
reviewing the toolkit.  

 
Why I Need My Library Video Contest  
A soft launch of the Why I Need My Library Video Contest took place at 
Midwinter.  OLA has been coordinating with PIO, ALA President Roberta 
Stevens and the Why I Need My Library committee (comprising Diane Chen and 
Paula Brehm-Heeger) to create a video contest for teens. Information can be 
found at www.ilovelibraries.org.  
 

Pat Tumulty described the Library Quotes (www.libraryquotes.org) initiative, where you 
can find quotes on libraries, reading, books, and literacy from authors, activists, 
politicians, etc. These can be used in budget presentations, newsletters, outreach 
materials, and electronic communications. This resource is brought to you by ALA 
President Roberta Stevens, ALTAFF, and OLA.     
 
Following the explanation of “Our Authors, Our Advocates”, Rocco Staino inquired as to 
whether or not it’s possibly to get authors to commit to legislating locally. Marci Merola 
explained we cannot guarantee their availability or interest. Annelle Huggins suggested 
working with state chapters on coordinating with local authors to assist in advocacy 
efforts. Lynne Bradley states that finding more politically minded authors might be 
beneficial in soliciting advocates, and mentioned the success of having members of 
congress sit for their own “READ” poster. Pat Tumulty, Annelle Huggins, Lynne 
Bradley, and Beth Nawalinski agreed to brainstorm prior to National Library Legislative 
Day on using authors or politicians to enhance the event.  
 
 Introductions and Advocacy Initiatives 
Group members introduced themselves and gave a brief overview of their advocacy 
involvement through their respective committees or divisions. 
 

• Barbara Scotto spoke of ALSC’s El día de los niños/El día de los libros 
(Children's Day/Book Day) initiative. It’s the 15th anniversary of dia and while it 
started as initiative focused on reaching Spanish speakers, the celebration now 



emphasizes the importance of literacy for children of all linguistic and cultural 
backgrounds. A new website is also in the works.  

• Dr. Sha Li Zhang, University of North Carolina, highlighted that 75 international 
librarians attended Midwinter and discussed how the International Relations 
Committee is currently working on their strategic plan, which will be in line with 
ALA’s. She expressed her excitement that ALA President Roberta Stevens has 
traveled internationally, that 30 countries signed up for the Campaign for World 
Libraries, and announced a new award that will recognize an international 
librarian each year.  

• Judi Repman, Georgia Southern University described how AASL’s Learning4Life 
includes updated standards, and that they are promoting their own video contest. 
Tools are available for the upcoming School Library Month (April) and an 
advocacy tip of the day is available on their blog. She also mentioned they are 
working to compose a letter directed at teachers unions to highlight the 
importance/significance of school libraries.   

• Latasha Baker, Las Vegas-Clark County Library District, noted that the Diversity 
Committee is working with the Association for Library & Information Science 
Education (ALISE) on a diversity and education seminar for annual. They are also 
working with Spectrum on increasing diversity in librarianship.  

• Kristin Strohmeyer, Hamilton College-Burke Library, is unaware of any direct 
advocacy related LIRT initiatives, but spoke of her interest in hearing what was 
happening around the association.  

• Megan Humphrey, Manager, Campaign for America’s Libraries, described the @ 
your library initiative and mentioned that John Grisham will be the spokesperson 
for National Library Week in April. Cal Ripken Jr. will be the spokesperson for 
National Library Card Sign-up Month. She also explained that they are working 
on PSAs with Lifetime, continuing work with Women’s Day magazine and on the 
I Love My Librarian award.  

• Lori Goetsch, Kansas State University, shared her interest in reaching out to the 
teacher/school associations to get them to commit to libraries as their involvement 
and support or lack of will eventually affect every type of library. She also 
described the upcoming advocacy trainings (part of the conversation series) being 
offered by ACRL.  

• Connie Foster, Western Kentucky University, states that Eleanor Cook (ACG 
member she is representing) is trying to work in an advocacy component into 
ACLTS’s Presidents program.  

• Rocco Staino noted that Megan Humphrey shared updates from the Public 
Awareness Committee.  

• Robin Hoklotubbe, San Bernardino County Library, stated that following a 
successful first year, ALTAFF will once again be holding their Nuts & Bolts 
program as a preconference on Friday morning during Annual.  

• Beth Nawalinski, ALTAFF, mentioned the online courses available through the 
Trustee Academy and that they are accepting applications for the 2nd annual ALA 
President’s Award for Advocacy.  

• Kristin Murphy, Office for Government Relations, discussed National Library 
Legislative Day taking place May 9 & 10 in Washington, D.C., the successful 



Washington Office update that took place the previous day, as well as the various 
webinars available through their office on advocacy.  

• Lynne Bradley, Office for Government Relations, expressed her desire to better 
distinguish the various types of advocacy taking place across ALA. She stated 
that the Office for Information Technology Policy (OITP) is taking on some 
digital broadband issues and expressed her agreement on AASL forging 
relationships with the teacher unions to promote the significance of school 
librarians. She suggests getting editorials into the union newsletters. 

• Annelle Huggins, University of Memphis, announced that the chapter relations 
committee working on an initiative with ALA President Roberta Stevens will be 
producing a report this spring which she believes will lead to more collaboration 
between the state chapter and ALA on advocacy. She also noted that they had sent 
two individuals to the frontline advocacy train-the-trainer program at 2010 
Annual Conference and each has already held one training locally.  

• Irene Blalock, Birmingham Public Library, states that the new PLA strategic plan 
highlights better communication/collaboration with ALA. PLA is also pushing to 
have a presence at National Library Legislative Day.  

 
Update on Library Snapshot Day  
Jaclyn Finneke, OLA, reported on the upcoming national effort to encourage libraries to 
participate in COLA sponsored Library Snapshot Day. April 2011 is the designated 
month, in hopes that ALA can collect the bulk of statistics from around the country 
within a 30-day period and have national snapshot data to announce. Over thirty states 
participated in 2010, including an EPA library and the Association of Jewish Libraries, 
and eleven have signed on for 2011. More information is available on Advocacy 
University at www.ala.org/librarysnapshotday.  
 
Beth Nawalinski wondered if Snapshot Day could be used to assist school libraries in 
proving their value and suggested working with AASL to investigate the possibility. Judi 
Repman agreed and noted for OLA to contact her to begin discussions.  
 


