
ALA Milestones ALA Key Action and Priority Areas  1876-

Introduction:    *This chart is about context -- about seeing how the Association's present policies evolved, how the threads of a complex history wove together and impacted each other, how boundaries shifted and expanded.  It is intended as a tool for members and staff.

* It is organized by ALA's present Key Action Areas -- plus those Priority Areas in Policy 1.3 which do not substantially overlap Key Action Areas.  International Relations was added, reflecting present reality  -- and policy 58.1.  The scope of each area is given as defined in current policy or formal documents.  Related issue terms were listed as they appeared in various documents and 
records.  In adding "milestones" the focus was on those actions and policy decisions which illustrated the growth of Association policies, showing changing boundaries and concepts.  In response to initial feedback, an 11th column is currently being added, tracing the milestones in the Association's organizational and governance growth. 

* Many people -- both members and staff -- contributed to this summary.  Thank you.  Many continuing contributions will be necessary to fill the gaps and to maintain a "live" file as new actions take place, new policies are determined.  Send contributions to Mary Ghikas (mghikas@ala.org), the present keeper of the spreadsheet.  As we develop this, the intent is to make the underlying 
ALA documents easily accessible to members and staff.  We are exploring various means of making it easy for members and staff to consult as needed.  Your comments are welcome -- encouraged.  Please be aware that the document is still changing on an almost daily basis -- and will remain a dynamic resource.  Thank you.  mg  (8 October 2003)

DIVERSITY EDUCATION AND CONTINUOUS 
LEARNING

EQUITY OF ACCESS [ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION]

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 21ST CENTURY LITERACY LEGISLATION/FUNDING ADVOCACY/PUBLIC 
AWARENESS

PERSONNEL RESOURCES LIBRARY SERVICES / 
DEVELOPMENT/ TECHNOLOGY

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ORGANIZATION AND 
GOVERNANCE

RELATED 
ISSUE 
TERMS

Affirmative Action, Recruitment, 
Equal Opportunity,  [see also Equity 
of Access]

Continuing Education, Professional 
Development, Certification, 
Accreditation  [see also Personnel 
Resources]

Digital Divide, Copyright & 
Intellectual Property, Outreach, 
Preservation of Library Materials  
[see also Diversity, 21st Century 
Literacy, Intellectual Freedom]

Privacy, Censorship, Filtering, USA 
Patriot Act, Freedom of Expression, 
Freedom to Read, 1st Amendment, 
CIPA, FOIA, Professional Ethics, 
Outsourcing and Privatization, Fees 
for Service, Access to Government 
Information

Basic Literacy, Reading, Information 
Literacy, Media Literacy, Computer 
Literacy, Civic Literacy

Development, LSTA, HEA, ESEA Advocacy Training, Press,  
Graphics, PR Campaigns

Education and accreditation, 
recruitment, salaries  [see also 
Diversity, Education and 
Continuous Learning]

Standards and guidelines, 
research and statistics, ethics, 
professional tools, preservation of 
library materials, preservation of 
digital resources

Telecommunications, WTO  [see 
also all other action/priority  areas -
- international aspects]

SCOPE OF 
AREA -- 
Key Action 
Area 

ALAction 2005-Key Action Area: 
Diversity is a fundamental value of 
the Association and its members, 
and is reflected in its commitment to 
recruiting people of color and people 
with disabilities to the profession 
and to the promotion and 
development of library collections 
and services for all people.   

ALAction 2005-Key Action Area: 
The Association provides 
opportunities for the professional 
development and education of all 
library staff members and trustees; it 
promotes continuous, lifelong learning 
for all people through library and 
information services of every type.

ALAction 2005-Key Action Area: 
The Association advocates funding 
and policies that support libraries as 
great democratic institutions, serving 
people of every age, income level, 
location, ethnicity, or physical ability, 
and providing the full range of 
information resources needed to live, 
learn, govern, and work.

ALAction 2005-Key Action Area: 
Intellectual freedom is a basic right in 
a democratic society and a core 
value of the library profession. The 
American Library Association actively 
defends the right of library users to 
read, seek information, and speak 
freely as guaranteed by the First 
Amendment.

ALAction 2005-Key Action Area: 
The American Library Association 
assists and promotes libraries in 
helping children and adults develop 
the skills they need -- the ability to 
read and use computers -- 
understanding that the ability to 
seek and effectively utilize 
information resources is essential in 
a global information society.

SCOPE OF 
AREA -- 
ALAction 
2005 Goal

ALAction 2005 - Goal: By 2005, ALA 
will be a leader in continuing 
education for librarians and library 
personnel.

ALAction 2005 -- Goal: By 2005, 
ALA will be recognized as the leading 
voice for equitable access to 
knowledge and information 
resources in all formats for all 
people.

ALAction 2005 - Goal:  By 2005, 
ALA will have increased support 
for libraries and librarians by 
communicating clearly and 
strongly why libraries and 
librarians are unique and valuable.

ALAction 2005: By 2005, ALA will 
be a leader in the use of 
technology for communication 
with, democratic participation by, 
and for shared learning among its 
members.

SCOPE OF 
AREA -- 
ALA Policy 
definition

Policy 1.3: ALA will promote efforts 
to ensure that every individual has 
access to needed information at the 
time needed and in a format the 
individual can utilize, through 
provision of library and information 
services. [Goals covered equal 
access, instruction in library use, 
government information availability, 
collection development and 
management, bibliographic 
organization, free access and level of 
use.]

Policy 1.3: ALA will promote the 
protection of library materials, 
personnel, and trustees from 
censorship; the defense of library 
personnel and trustees in support of 
intellectual freedom and the Library 
Bill of Rights, and the education of 
library personnel, trustees, and the 
general public to the importance of 
intellectual freedom. [Goals 
addressed secure 1st Amendment 
rights and support for persons facing 
1st Amendment challenges.]

Policy 1.3: ALA will promote 
legislation at all levels that will 
strengthen library and information 
services.  Means will be developed 
for facilitating the effective 
competition of libraries for public 
funds as well as for funds from the 
private sector. [Goals addressed 
public funding, information 
members about opportunities for 
funding from private sources, 
approval of legislation favorable to 
libraries-- at federal, state and 
local levels, statistics and 
information about all sources of 
library funding, dissemination of 
information about impending 
legislation]

Policy 1.3: ALA will promote the 
role of librarians and the use of 
libraries and their resources and 
services as well as  the awareness 
of their importance to all segments 
of society. [Goals covered 
recognition of librarians  as 
"proactive professionals 
responsible for ensuring the free 
flow of information and ideas to 
present and future generations of 
users," and recognition of libraries 
as "proactive agencies essential to 
the cultural, educational, and 
economic life of society."]

Policy 1.3: ALA will promote the 
recruitment, education, 
professional development, rights, 
interests, and obligations of library 
personnel and trustees.  [Goals 
addressed LIS education, 
accreditation, "equitable and 
attractive salaries," professional 
development and continuing 
education, job information and 
placement, library personnel 
policies, recruitment of a "racially 
and ethnically diverse group of 
high caliber persons," the ALA 
Code of Ethics, the role of 
librarians]

Policy 1.3: ALA will promote the 
availability of information tools 
and techniques which assist 
librarians in providing services 
responsive to the changing needs 
of society.  [Goals addressed 
guidelines and standards, 
professional resources, statistics 
about libraries, library research, 
information and advisory services 
about libraries, encouragement of 
"cooperative activities to improve 
service to library users," effective 
use of technology, effective 
management of library funds, 
effective library public relations, 
the role of libraries in society]

Policy 58.1:  "The ALA Charter 
states that the Association was 
formed 'for the purpose of 
promoting library interest 
throughout the world by 
exchanging views, reaching 
conclusions and inducing 
cooperation in all departments of 
bibliothecal science and 
economy.'..." [Goals address 
exchange of information, 
unrestricted flow of library 
materials, development of 
international standards, support 
for intellectual freedom & human 
rights worldwide, promotion of 
legislation & treaties to "strengthen 
library, information & 
telecommunications services 
worldwide."]

PRIMARY 
ALA 
GROUPS:

ALA Office for Diversity [Committee 
on Diversity], ALA Office for Literacy 
and Outreach Services [Ethnic & 
Multicultural Information Exchange 
Round Table; Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Transgendered Round 
Table; Social Responsibilities 
Round Table; OLOS Advisory 
Committee]; ALA Divisions

ALA Divisions; ALA Office for Human 
Resource Development and 
Recruitment [ALA Committee on 
Education, Education Assembly, 
Continuing Library Education Network 
and Exchange Round Table 
(CLENERT)]

ALA Office for Literacy and Outreach 
Services (OLOS) [OLOS Advisory 
Committee, Social Responsibilities 
Round Table]; ALA Office for 
Diversity [Committee on Diversity]; 
ALA Office for Information 
Technology Policy [OITP Advisory 
Committee]; ALA Office for 
Intellectual Freedom [Intellectual 
Freedom Committee, Intellectual 
Freedom Round Table]; ALA 
Washington Office [Committee on 
Legislation, Government Documents 
Round Table]; ALA Divisions

ALA Office for Intellectual Freedom 
[Intellectual Freedom Committee, 
Intellectual Freedom Round Table 
(IFRT)], ALA Washington Office 
[Committee on Legislation], ALA 
Divisions; Freedom to Read 
Foundation (an independent 
organization tied to ALA with a 
partially-interlocked Board)

ALA Office for Literacy and 
Outreach Services (OLOS) [ALA 
Literacy Committee, Literacy 
Assembly]; Association for Library 
Service to Children (ALSC); Young 
Adult Library Services Association 
(YALSA); American Association of 
School Librarians (AASL); 
Association of College and 
Research Libraries (ACRL); ALA 
Office for Human Resource 
Development and Recruitment 
(HRDR) [ Library Instruction Round 
Table (LIRT)], other ALA divisions

ALA Washington Office 
[Committee on Legislation, 
Government Documents Round 
Table (GODORT)], ALA Office for 
Information Technology Policy 
(OITP) [OITP Advisory 
Committee], ALA Public 
Information Office [ALA Public 
Awareness Committee], ALA 
Divisions, ALA Development 
Office, ACRL Legislative Network 
(LEGNET)

ALA Public Information Office 
[ALA Public Awareness 
Committee], Association for 
Library Trustees and Advocates 
(ALTA), ALA Chapter Relations/ 
International Relations Office [ALA 
Chapter Relations Committee, 
ALA International Relations 
Committee], ALA Office for 
Intellectual Freedom (ALA 
Intellectual Freedom Committee), 
other ALA divisions, ALA 
Washington Office (Legislation 
Committee), Library Advocacy 
Now! Network

ALA Divisions, ALA Office for 
Human Resources Development & 
Recruitment (HRDR -- previously 
OLPR) [HRDR Advisory 
Committee, Committee on 
Education, Recruitment Assembly, 
Education Assembly, Pay Equity 
Committee, Status of Women in 
Librarianship, Staff Organizations 
Round Table, Library Support 
Staff Interests Round Table];  ALA 
Office for Accreditation 
[Committee on Accreditation];  
ALA-Allied Professional 
Association [an independent 
organization allied to ALA through 
interlocked governance].

ALA Divisions, ALA Library & 
Knowledge Management, ALA 
Office for Research (ALA 
Committee on Research & 
Statistics), ALA Public Information 
Office (ALA Public Awareness 
Committee), Office for Literacy 
and Outreach Services (Literacy 
Committee, OLOS Advisory 
Committee), Office for Diversity 
(Diversity Committee), ALA Office 
for Human Resources 
Development & Recruitment 
(Library Instruction Round Table)

ALA Office for 
Chapter/International Relations 
(ALA International Relations 
Committee), ALA Office for 
Intellectual Freedom (Intellectual 
Freedom Committee), ALA Office 
for Information Technology Policy 
(OITP Advisory Committee), 
Association for Library Collections 
& Technical Services (ALCTS), 
other ALA divisions, ALA Public 
Information Office (Public 
Awareness Committee)
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ACTION 
DATE

DIVERSITY EDUCATION AND CONTINUOUS 
LEARNING

EQUITY OF ACCESS [ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION]

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 21ST CENTURY LITERACY LEGISLATION/FUNDING ADVOCACY/PUBLIC 
AWARENESS

PERSONNEL RESOURCES LIBRARY SERVICES / 
DEVELOPMENT/ TECHNOLOGY

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ORGANIZATION AND 
GOVERANCE

1853 A conference was held with the 
intent of forming a permanent 
organization. The conference was 
attended by 80 men.  Charles 
Jewett (Smithsonian Institution) 
was elected president.  Seth 
Hastings Grant (New York 
Mercentile Library) was elected 
secretary.  A committee was 
appointed to organize a second 
meeting in 1854.  That meeting 
was not held.  NOTE:  The period 
beginning in 1853 (American 
Medical Association) and 
extending through the mid-
nineteenth century (National 
Education Association, 1857; 
American Dental Association, 
1859; American Bar Association, 
1878; American Economics 
Association, 1885) saw the 
organization of many U.S. 
professional associations.

1876 ALA was founded in Philadelphia. 
103 persons, including 13 women, 
attended the conference at the 
Pennsylvania Historical Society. 
Justin Winsor became ALA's 1st 
president (1876-1885); Melvil 
Dewey was elected secretary.  
Under ALA's first constitution, 
members elected 5 persons to the 
Executive Board.  The Executive 
Board could make additional 
appointments to the Board and 
selected officers from among the 
members of the Executive Board.

1877 ALA's Constitution is clear. 
"Membership is open to all actively 
engaged in library work without the 
formality of election," American 
Library Journal , March 1877.  

The first ALA annual conference 
was held, at the New York YMCA.  
ALA has held a conference every 
year since, with the exception of 
1878, 1880, 1884, and 1943-45.

Following the ALA Annual 
Conference, 12 librarians went to 
England to a present at the 
organization of the Library 
Association of the United 
Kingdom.

1879 ALA was incorporated under the 
laws of the state of 
Massachusetts, "for the purpose of 
promoting the library interests of 
the country by exchanging views, 
reaching conclusions, and 
inducing cooperation in all 
departments of bibliothecal 
science and economy; by 
disposing the public mind to the 
founding and improving of 
libraries; and by cultivating good 
will among its members...."  
Dewey's office, at his Bibliothecal 
Museum in Boston, became the 
Association office (until an 1883 
fire).

1881 The Western Library Association 
was formed at a Springfield [IL] 
meeting.  From this point, other 
library associations begin to 
appear.

1883 Melvil Dewey reported, at the ALA 
Annual Conference, that Columbia 
University was considering 
establishment of a library school 
(est. January 1887).

William Frederick Poole (Chicago 
Public Library) was reelected 
president.  He was the last ALA 
president to serve two consecutive 
terms.
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ACTION 
DATE

DIVERSITY EDUCATION AND CONTINUOUS 
LEARNING

EQUITY OF ACCESS [ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION]

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 21ST CENTURY LITERACY LEGISLATION/FUNDING ADVOCACY/PUBLIC 
AWARENESS

PERSONNEL RESOURCES LIBRARY SERVICES / 
DEVELOPMENT/ TECHNOLOGY

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ORGANIZATION AND 
GOVERANCE

1883 The ALA President was directed to 
appoint a committee to consider 
various current projects and proposals 
for the education of librarians. The 
Committee on Library Schools' last 
report was made at the 1900 
conference in Montreal.

The ALA President was directed to 
appoint a committee to consider 
various current projects and 
proposals for the education of 
librarians. The Committee on 
Library Schools' last report was 
made at the 1900 conference in 
Montreal.

1886 ALA formed the Publishing 
section, to publish catalogs, 
indexes and bibliographical tools 
not easily produced by individual 
libraries.

1889 College and reference librarians 
caucused to form a special section 
within ALA (the College and 
Reference Section); the 1st official 
meeting was held in 1890. The 
name was changed to College and 
Reference Library Section in 1897. 
In 1923, the section adopted its 
own bylaws and established a 
Board of Management. The 
Association of College & 
Reference Libraries became ALA's 
first division in May 1940.

The National Association of State 
Librarians was formed.

1890 Trustees formed a special section 
within ALA.

1892 ALA members prepared an exhibit 
promoting libraries, planned for 
the Columbian Exhibition in 
Chicago. The U.S. Bureau of 
Education donated space for the 
exhibit.

The ALA Constitution was revised 
to add the ALA Council. The 
creation of policy, as well as 
creation of new sections, now 
required Council action. Council 
consisted of 10 councilors, elected 
by the membership.  Officers were 
elected by membership. One 
candidate/office was nominated -- 
so elections were not generally 
contested. 

1893 The ALA Index was published.

1896

1896 The Committee on Cooperation 
with the National Education 
Association (NEA) was appointed.  
The name was later changed to 
the ALA Education Committee and 
then to the School Libraries 
Committee.  The committee 
merged with the School Libraries 
Section in 1935.

1898 The Medical Library Association 
was formed.

1899 "How to Make the Library Do Its 
Part in Negro Education," with 
W.E.B. DuBois, was dropped from 
the proposed program for the ALA 
annual conference in Atlanta.

1900 The ALA Publishing Board was 
established, replaced by an 
Editorial Committee in 1921.

1900 The Section for Library Work with 
Children was formed.
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ACTION 
DATE

DIVERSITY EDUCATION AND CONTINUOUS 
LEARNING

EQUITY OF ACCESS [ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION]

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 21ST CENTURY LITERACY LEGISLATION/FUNDING ADVOCACY/PUBLIC 
AWARENESS

PERSONNEL RESOURCES LIBRARY SERVICES / 
DEVELOPMENT/ TECHNOLOGY

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ORGANIZATION AND 
GOVERNANCE

1900 Formation of the Committee on 
Library Training was authorized.

Formation of the Committee on 
Library Training was authorized.

Catalogers formed a special 
section within ALA.

1902 Andrew Carnegie provided a 
$100,000 endowment for "the 
preparation and publication of 
reading lists, indexes and 
bibliographical aids."  That 
endowment, still supporting such 
lists,  is now the Carnegie-Whitney 
endowment.

1905 ALA recommended 2-3 years of 
college as a prerequisite to library 
education.

Booklist  began publication, with 
initial support from the Carnegie 
endowment.

The American Library Institute was 
formed by ALA for "research and 
deliberation."  Membership was 
limited to 100 members.  

1906 ALA opened a "headquarters" on 
Newbury Street in Boston and 
hired its 1st executive secretary.  
Both were terminated in 1907, 
when the expansion proved 
premature -- and not sustainable 
financially.

1906 The American Association of Law 
Librarians was established.

1907 The ALA Bulletin was established. 
In 1908 it was designated ALA's 
official organ -- a designation 
previously held by Library Journal .

1908 ALA began holding an annual 
business meeting, which became 
the ALA Midwinter Meeting.

1909 ALA formed the Committee on 
Federal and State Relations.

C.K. Bolton's The Librarian's Code 
of Ethics appeared in libraries.

Council was enlarged to include 
the Executive Board, all ex-
presidents of the Associaton, and 
50 additional members -- half 
chosen by the Council, half by the 
membership.  Policy questions to 
be considered by Membership 
required prior consideration by 
Council.  The "business affairs" of 
the Associated were entrusted to 
the Executive Board.

1909 ALA employed a salaried 
executive.  A "headquarters" was 
established in space provided by 
The Chicago Public Library at its 
Central Library.

1909 The Special Libraries Association 
was established.

1910 CFSL began working on postal 
rates for libraries.

1911 Theresa West Elmendorf 1st 
woman to serve as ALA President

1914 ALA Council approved a petition 
from the ALA Roundtable of 
Normal and High School 
Librarians to form a School 
Libraries Section.  The new 
section held its first meeting in 
1915 and elect its first president-- 
Mary E. Hall.

ALA exhibited at the international 
exposition of the book and graphic 
arts industries in Leipzig.
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-

ACTION 
DATE

DIVERSITY EDUCATION AND CONTINUOUS 
LEARNING

EQUITY OF ACCESS [ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION]

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 21ST CENTURY LITERACY LEGISLATION/FUNDING ADVOCACY/PUBLIC 
AWARENESS

PERSONNEL RESOURCES LIBRARY SERVICES / 
DEVELOPMENT/ TECHNOLOGY

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ORGANIZATION AND 
GOVERNANCE

1917 The ALA Committee to Work With 
the Foreign Born was established.  
In 1948, it became the Committee 
on Intercultural Action.  In 1956, its 
functions were dispersed among 
other Association groups.

The ALA Executive Board 
appointed the Committee on 
Mobilization and War Service 
Plans (later the War Service 
Committee). ALA undertook to 
supply books and periodicals to 
military personnel, at home and 
overseas.  The initial campaign 
raised $1M for camp libraries, as 
well as including a book drive.  
ALA opened a library for U.S. 
military personnel in Paris in 1918; 
others followed.  

1919 ALA groups meeting at the Asbury 
Park conference include the 
Agricultural Libraries Section, the 
Catalog Section, Trustees Section, 
Children's Library Section, School 
Libraries Section, Professional 
Training Section, Camp Librarians 
Round Table, Round Table of 
Librarians of Religion and 
Theology, and Training Class 
Teachers' Round Tableand Public 
Documents Round Table.

The Executive Board became the 
governing body of the Association.

1920 The ALA Commission on the Library 
and Adult Education report, Libraries 
and Adult Education , was published. 
ALA established the Board on Library 
and Adult Education. 

The ALA Commission on the Library 
and Adult Education report, 
Libraries and Adult Education, was 
published. ALA established the 
Board on Library and Adult 
Education.  

The final report of the Commission 
on Library Organization and 
Equipment of the National 
Education Association and the 
North Central Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools -
Standard Library Organization and 
Equipment for Secondary Schools 
of Different Sizes -- was published 
by ALA, becoming the first set of 
school library standards.

In response to pressure from 
Americans in Paris, ALA agreed to 
leave the books and equipment, 
and to provide a $25,000 
"endowment," to continue the war-
time library in Paris. In 1920, the 
American Library in Paris was 
incorporated as a private, 
nonprofit organization under the 
laws of the State of Delaware.  It 
continues today, independent of 
ALA.

A local "chapter" was established 
in St. Louis.

1921 At the 1921 ALA conference, a 
group of librarians met as a round 
table, to discuss the needs of 
"Negroes" in libraries.  The round 
table became inactive following the 
1923 (Hot Springs, Arkansas) 
conference -- and increasing strife.

ALA commissioned Chicago 
Tribune cartoonist John T. 
McCutcheon to draw a poster 
advocating the use of libraries.

Frederick G. Melcher, chairman of 
the Children's Book Week 
Committee, proposed a medal to 
be awarded to the author of a 
distinguished book for children 
published during the preceding 
year.  He proposed that it be 
called the "John Newbery Medal."

1922 Multiple candidates were 
nominated for each office, 
resulting in a contested election.  
Over 50% of eligible members 
voted.

1923 The Committee on Federal and 
State Relations was 
reestablished.(Changed to Federal 
Relations Committee in 1931)

An ALA committee presented an 
outline for a scheme of graded 
library service.

1923 The Committee on Library Training 
recommended that ALA appoint a 
board or committee to review library 
training agencies and to define 
standards for evaluating or accrediting 
them. The Temporary Library Training 
Board was appointed.

The Library Legislation Committee 
was established.  (Functions of the 
Committee on Federal and State 
Relations and Committee on 
Library Legislation were 
transferred to LAD in 1957.  In 
1961, on recommendation of LAD 
and COO, the Legislation 
Committee was reestablished as a 
standing committee.)

The Committee on Library 
Training recommended that ALA 
appoint a board or committee to 
review library training agencies 
and to define standards for 
evaluating or accrediting them. 
The Temporary Library Training 
Board was appointed. The same 
year, the Carnegie Corporation 
published Training for Library 
Service  (Dr. Charles C. 
Williamson).

An International Relations 
Committee was established.
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1924 The ALA Committee on Salaries 
published a report comparing the 
salaries of teachers and librarians.

ALA Headquarters operations 
outgrew space at The Chicago 
Public Library and moved to space 
provided by the John Crerar 
Library.

1924 The Temporary Library Training 
Board recommended 
establishment of a Board of 
Education for Librarianship, to 
study the needs of the field, 
promote the development of 
library education, develop (for 
Council approval) minimum 
standards for library schools.

1925 The Board of Education for 
Librarianship recommended, and ALA 
Council approved, minimum 
standards for 5 types of library 
schools: junior undergraduate, senior 
undergraduate, graduate, advanced 
graduate and summer schools

The ALA Committee on Library 
Extension was established, to work 
towards extension of library services 
to unserved areas in the U.S. 

The Board of Education for 
Librarianship recommended, and 
ALA Council approved, minimum 
standards for 5 types of library 
schools: junior undergraduate, 
senior undergraduate, graduate, 
advanced graduate and summer 
schools

1926 Library Extension: A Study of Public 
Library Conditions and Needs," by 
the Committee on Library 
Extension, concluded: "Adequate 
library service within easy reach of 
every one must then be the ultimate 
goal."

Library Extension: A Study of Public 
Library Conditions and Needs," by 
the Committee on Library Extension, 
concluded: "Adequate library service 
within easy reach of every one must 
then be the ultimate goal."

The 1st steps toward an 
international library organization 
were taken at ALA's 50th 
anniversary conference.

1927 Proposed Classification and 
Compensation Plans for Library 
Personnel  was published (Bureau 
of Public Personnel Administration 
of the Institute of Government 
Research), forming the basis for a 
report by the ALA Committee on 
Schemes for Library Service.

The ALA Education Committee 
(later the School Libraries 
Committee) published the first of 
five yearbooks, recording the 
development of school libraries.

The International Library 
Committee met in Edinburgh, with 
ALA as one of the founding 
members.

1928 ALA Council approved a special 
committee report calling for 
"periodic scrutiny of Association 
activities…" by a committee 
appointed by the President.

1929 A draft code of professional ethics 
was presented to the ALA Council. 
A code of ethics was approved by 
the ALA Council in 1938.

The Serials Round Table was 
established.

A 29-member delegation, 
including ALA executive director 
Carl Milam, went from the ALA 
Annual Conference to the World 
Congress of Libraries and 
Bibliography in Rome.

ALA staff (50) moved to rented 
headquarters space at 520 North 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago.

1930 With a grant from the Carnegie 
Corporation, ALA established a 
regional office in Atlanta, with a 
Regional Field Agent for the South.  
ALA published a report by field agent 
Tommie Dora Barker, Libraries in the 
South; A Report on Development, 
1930-1933 , in 1936.

ALA executive director Carl Milam  
chaired the Subcommittee on 
Reading for the White House 
Conference on Child Health and 
Protection.  The subcommittee's 
report was issued in 1932.

The Young People's Reading 
Round Table was established, 
becoming the Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People in 
1951 and the Young Adult 
Services Division in 1957.

The First Activities Committee 
report covered library extension, 
adult education, education for 
librarianship, publishing, 
membership, personnel practices, 
ALA headquarters and other 
topics.  

1931 The ALA Council authorized 
appointment of a College Library 
Advisory Board to advise the ALA 
Executive Board on academic 
library issues.

The Music Library Association was 
established.
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1933 ALA Council approved a revision 
of the minimum standards for 
library schools, defining 3 types of 
library schools: Type I (requiring a 
BA for admission), Type II 
(requiring 3 years of college for 
admission) and Type III (requiring 
2 years of college for admission).  
There were 25 accredited schools 
at that time, in the U.S. and 
Canada.

The Board on Library Service to 
Children and Young People was 
established, merging with the 
Section for Library Work with 
Children and School Libraries 
Section to become the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young 
People in 1941/42.  It would 
eventually split, becoming the 
American Association of School 
Librarians in 1951 and Children's 
Services Division in 1957.

1934 The ALA Federal Relations 
Committee (now Committee on 
Legislation) was established.

The Second Activities Committee 
report recommended less frequent 
scrutiny, noting the Executive 
Board's increasingly systemmatic 
review of Association activities.

1936 ALA adopted a policy that it would 
not meet in cities where conference 
accomodations could not be 
provided equally for all members. 
The policy was passed in response 
to hotel discrimination faced by 
African-American members of the 
Association at the 1936 Annual 
Conference in Richmond [VA]

The Library Extension Board and 
Committee on Planning issued The 
Equal Chance: Books Help to Make 
It .

1937 ALA Council approved 
establishment of a board on 
salaries, staff and tenure. This 
became the Board on Personnel 
Administration (1944), concerned 
with classification & pay plans, 
staff welfare and tenure, problems 
of civil service and merit systems.

1938 ALA awarded a fellowship to Eliza 
Atkins (Gleason) to assist her study, 
at the University of Chicago, of 
library service to Negroes.  The 
study was published, by the 
University of Chicago Press, as The 
Southern Negro and the Public 
Library  in 1941.

Forrest Spaulding, librarian of the 
Des Moines [IA] Public Library, 
created the Library's Bill of Rights.

ALA supported establishment of 
the U.S. Office of Education and 
the Library Services Branch within 
that Office.  The Library Services 
Division was formed in 1938.

 

1938 The FCC intervened to stop the 
broadcast of Eugene O'Neill's 
Beyond the Horizon  by WTCN 
(Minneapolis).  A protest resolution 
was proposed to the ALA Executive 
Board, which rejected it.

1939 Stanley Kunitz editorial ("A Spectre 
at Richmond") appeared in Wilson 
Library Bulletin. The editorial 
addressing the plight of African-
American librarians at ALA 
conferences was quoted by ALA 
president Eric Moon in <the 60s>.

ALA approved a document based on 
the Library's Bill of Rights.  The 
Library Bill of Rights, in its current 
form, was adopted in 1948, and 
subsequently amended 3 times-- in 
1961, 1967, 1980.

Federal Aid for Libraries was 
published, urging federal support 
for libraries.

A code of professional ethics was 
adopted by the ALA Council. (A 
revised statement was adopted in 
1981.)

The first issue of ACRL's official 
journal, College & Research 
Libraries  (C&RL ) was published, 
originally quarterly, C&RL became 
a bimonthly journal in 1956.

The Third Activities Committee 
called for a more democratic 
organization, including a 
completely elective Council, based 
on specific interests and 
geography. It also recommended 
a sliding dues scale.  The 
committee recommended giving 
more power to the sections within 
the Association, call them 
divisions and provide an allotment 
of 20% of the dues paid by their 
members to ALA.
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1940 ALA Council reaffirmed the 1936 
Non-Discrimination Statement and 
stated that where a city was 
unwilling or unable to meet that 
requirement, ALA would withdraw 
and meet elsewhere.

The ALA Committee on Intellectual 
Freedom was established "…to 
recommend such steps as may be 
necessary to safeguard the rights of 
library users in accordance with the 
Bill of Rights of the United States and 
the Library Bill of Rights as adopted 
by Council."

The Division of Cataloging and 
Classification was established.

1941 The Association of Young People's 
Librarians (AYPL) was 
established. It would split in 1957, 
forming the Children's Library 
Association and Young Adult 
Services Division.

The ALA Executive Board created 
a committee on international 
library relations, which later, as a 
result of Council action (1943?) 
became the Board on International 
Relations.  An office to coordinate 
ALA's international activities was 
established in Washington DC, at 
the Library of Congress.  The 
office was funded by a grant from 
the Rockeffer Foundation. It was 
eventually merged with the 
National Relations Office (1948).  
The International Relations Round 
Table was organized in 1948.

1942 ALA sponsored a Rural Libraries 
Extension Conference, including 
such groups as the American 
Association for Adult Education and 
the General Federation of Women's 
Clubs.

The Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People 
published the first issue of Top of 
the News,  including news from 
the School Libraries Section (est. 
1915), the Children's Library 
Association (formerly the Section 
for Library Work with Children, 
est. 1901), and the Young 
People's Reading Round Table 
(est. 1930). Top of the News 
became the Journal of Youth 
Services in Libraries (JOYS) in 
1987, a joint publication of the 
Association for Library Service to 
Children (ALSC) and the Young 
Adult Library Services Association 
(YALSA).  It ceased publication in 
2002, when each division began a 
separate publication.

On recommendation of the 
Committee on Intercultural 
Relations, the Board on 
International Relations was 
approved by ALA Council.  A grant 
from the Rockefeller Foundation 
supported establishment of an 
ALA International Relations Office 
(in Washington DC, in space 
donated by LC) "to lend effective 
aid to libraries and advance the 
interests of librarianship." The 
office operated for the next 5 
years, on additional grants.  The 
scope of operations was 
broadened and included the 
overseas supply of library science 
literature and bibliographies.  
(1943-1949)

1944 ALA approved a Library 
Development Fund drive, to raise 
money from ALA membership for 
temporary support of an ALA 
Washington Office.  The Fund 
would support the ALA 
Washington Office until 1949.

The Division of Public Libraries 
was formed; the first president 
was Amy Winslow.

1945 The Washington Office was 
established.

The Washington Office was 
established.

ALA published School Libraries for 
Today and Tomorrow , prepared 
by the Committees on Post-War 
Planning of the ALA, Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young 
People and its section, AASL.

1946 The Public Library Services 
Demonstration Bill was initially 
proposed. (defeated in 1950)

ALA Headquarters operations 
were moved into the Cyrus H. 
McCormick mansion, 50 E. Huron, 
Chicago -- purchased and 
renovated by ALA.

1947 The Public Library Inquiry (Social 
Science Research Council, with 
funding from the Carnegie 
Foundation) was carried out at the 
urging of ALA leadership. (until 
1952)

Public Libraries, the official journal 
of PLA, began publication.

Orwin Rush became the first 
ACRL Executive Secretary.
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1948 A broadened Library Bill of Rights 
was adopted.

ALA Council approved a resolution 
opposing "abuse" of loyalty 
investigations.

1948 The ALA Postwar Planning 
Committee issued A National Plan 
for Public Library Service.  The 
National Plan identified lack of 
service to African-Americans as one 
of the most serious issues facing 
the library profession.

The ALA Postwar Planning 
Committee issued A National Plan 
for Public Library Service.  The 
National Plan identified lack of 
service to African-Americans as one 
of the most serious issues facing the 
library profession.

A broadened Library Bill of Rights 
was adopted, which recognized the 
need for libraries to challenge 
"censorship of books, urged or 
practiced by volunteer arbiters of 
morals or political opinion or by 
organizations that would establish a 
coercive concept of Americanism."

1949 The Fourth Activities Committee 
reported.  The report led, in 1951, 
to a dues increase, by a mail vote 
of membership.  The committee 
also recommended that all ALA 
Headquarters operations be 
moved to Washington DC.

1951 In response to efforts to label some 
books as "subversive," ALA Council 
approved a statement opposing 
labeling of library materials.

The Library Services Bill was 
introduced. (Passed in 1956) 

Position Classification and Salary 
Administration in Libraries, by the 
Board on Personnel 
Administration, was published.

AASL became a division of ALA, 
with Margaret K. Walraven as 1st 
president and Mildred Batchelder 
as 1st executive secretary.

1951 The Board of Education for 
Librarianship recommended and ALA 
Council approved new Standards for 
Accreditation , incorporating the basic 
premise that the professional program 
should encompass a minimum of five 
years of study beyond secondary 
school and should lead to a master's 
degree.  At the same time, Standards 
for Undergraduate Training  were 
approved.

The Board of Education for 
Librarianship recommended and 
ALA Council approved new 
Standards for Accreditation , 
incorporating the basic premise 
that the professional program 
should encompass a minimum of 
five years of study beyond 
secondary school and should lead 
to a master's degree.  At the same 
time, Standards for 
Undergraduate Training  were 
approved.

The Board on Acquisitions of 
Library Materials was established.

1952 ALA established an Office for Adult 
Education, with Ford Foundation 
funding.

ALA established an Office for Adult 
Education, with Ford Foundation 
funding.

Personnel Organization and 
Procedure , by the Board on 
Personnel Administration, was 
published. 

ACRL began the ACRL 
Monographs series, now called 
ACRL Publications in 
Librarianship.

The International Library 
Committee became the 
International Federation of Library 
Associations (IFLA).

Grants were made to ALA's 
divisions from ALA endowment 
capital to fund division executive 
secretaries to enable divisions to 
develop and maintain more 
effective programs for both their 
members and the entire 
Association.

1952 YASD (now YALSA) began 
publication of Significant Adult 
Books for Teens  and Interesting 
Books

1953 ALA, along with the American Book 
Publisher's Council, American 
Booksellers Association, Book 
Manufacturers Institute, and 
Commission for the Defense of 
Democracy through Education (of 
the National Education Association), 
endorsed "The Freedom to Read" 
statement.

ALA, along with the American Book 
Publisher's Council, American 
Booksellers Association, Book 
Manufacturers Institute, and 
Commission for the Defense of 
Democracy through Education (of the 
National Education Association), 
endorsed "The Freedom to Read" 
statement.

1953 ALA Council approved a statement 
condemning interference in American 
libraries abroad, noting the 
U.S.Information Service libraries.
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1954 Plans to hold the 1954 Annual 
Conference in Miami Beach were 
abandoned when that city could not 
meet the Association's non-
discrimination requirements.

Adult Education Activities in Public 
Libraries  (Helen H. Lyman) was 
published.

Adult Education Activities in Public 
Libraries  (Helen H. Lyman) was 
published.

The management consulting firm 
of Cresap, McCormick and Paget 
was hired to review ALA 
structures, governance and fiscal 
policies.  The report was approved 
by ALA Council in 1955.  Among 
the major impacts were 
establishment of divisions by type 
of library and type of activity, 
greater responsibility for Council, 
closer relationship between 
Council and the Executive Board, 
appointment of divisional 
secretaries and simplification of 
the dues structure.

1954 Membership ratified a revised 
Article V of the ALA Bylaws, 
specifying that only one chapter 
could exist with a region and that 
membership must be open to all 
persons within the area. Council 
voted to require all chapters to 
reapply under the new Bylaws 
provision, by the 1956 Midwinter 
Meeting.

A bylaws provision gave divisions 
"…the authority to act for the ALA 
as a whole on any matters 
determined by Council to be the 
responsibility of the division."

1955 The Board of Education for 
Librarianship was replaced by the 
ALA Committee on Accreditation.

The School Library Bill of Rights was 
approved: "…School libraries are 
concerned with generating 
understanding of American freedoms 
and with the preservation of these 
freedoms through the development of 
informed and responsible citizens…"

ALA Council adopted the Library's 
Pay Plan.

Basic ALA dues included one type-
of-library and one type-of-activity 
division. Divisions received an 
allotment based on membership 
and could apply to ALA's budget 
committee for additional funding.  
12 divisions and 6 round tables 
resulted from this reorganization.

1956 Two ALA chapters, unable to meet 
the new Bylaws requirement that 
membership be open to all within 
the area, did not apply for 
redesignation as ALA Chapters -- 
Georgia and Alabama.  A new North 
Carolina chapter was formed by the 
integration of two racially-
segregated associations.

The Library Services Act was signed 
into law on June 19; between 1957 
and 1964, this act extended library 
service to more than 40 million 
people living in areas with less than 
10,000 population.

The Library Services Act was 
signed into law on June 19; 
between 1957 and 1964, this act 
extended library service to more 
than 40 million people living in 
areas with less than 10,000 
population.

The ALA Committee on 
Accreditation was formed by ALA 
Council.

The Association of College and 
Reference Libraries became the 
Association of College & Research 
Libraries; the Reference Libraries 
joined the newly-formed Library 
Reference Services Division.

The International Relations Board 
became the International Relations 
Committee. Another grant from 
the Rockefeller Foundation, 
supplemented by a grant from the 
Council on Library Resources, 
made possible the establishment 
of the International Relations 
Office, operating both in Chicago 
and DC.  (1956-1972)

1957 On December 31, the Division of 
Libraries for Children and Young 
People ceased to exist; it was 
immediately succeeded by the 
Children's Library Association and 
Association of Young People's 
Librarians.  

The Executive Board 
Subcommittee on Headquarters 
Location recommended sale of 
ALA's Chicago headquarters and 
relocation to Washington DC, by 
1959.  ALA Council approved the 
recommendation.  ALA members 
petitioned for a mail vote and set 
aside the Council action.

1957 The ALA Executive Board reaffirmed 
the Non-Discrimination Statement 
and specified that a paragraph be 
included in all contracts to 
guarantee equal facilities and 
privileges to all members at the 
conferences of the Association.

The responsibilities of the Board 
on Personnel Administration were 
transferred to the Library 
Administration Division (now 
LAMA), section of Personnel 
Administration (now HRS).

ACRL produced Standards for 
College Libraries.

1957 The Reference Services Division 
(RSD) was formed by the merger 
of the Reference Librarians 
Section of ACRL, the Reference 
Section of the Public Library 
Division, and the ALA Bibliography 
Committee.
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1957 The Adult Services Division was 
formed when the Adult Education 
Section of the Public Library 
Division expanded to include the 
interests of librarians in all types 
of libraries that serve adults.

1957 The Library Administration 
Division (LAD) now the Library 
Administration and Management 
Association (LAMA) was formed.

1957 The Resources and Technical 
Services Division (now ALCTS) 
was formed.

1958 The National Defense Education 
Act included funding for library 
education.

The 1st National Library Week 
was observed: "Wake Up and 
Read!"

ALA Council adopted the a 
Libraries Today  statement, 
articulating the unique and vital 
roles of school, public and 
academic libraries in the 
"educational foundations of our 
security and freedom…."

ALA Council moved to limit the 
authority of divisions to act for the 
Association, requiring Council 
review and prior notice.  
Membership overturned the 
Council action in 1959.

1959 ALA Council adopted Goals for 
Action, noting "…The stresses that 
characterize many aspects of our 
national life today have produced an 
unprecedented demand for 
informational resources and effective 
library services to aid research and 
support education at all levels."  Goal 
2 was "Availability to all citizens of 
the reference and bibliographic 
services and research materials 
needed at various levels of enterprise 
in all communities."

ALA Council adopted Goals for 
Action, noting "…The stresses that 
characterize many aspects of our 
national life today have produced an 
unprecedented demand for 
informational resources and effective 
library services to aid research and 
support education at all levels." Goal 
7 was "continuing defense of freedom 
of the press and freedom to read."

ALA Council adopted Goals for 
Action , noting "…The stresses that 
characterize many aspects of our 
national life today have produced an 
unprecedented demand for 
informational resources and 
effective library services to aid 
research and support education at 
all levels."  Goal 1 was "Library 
collections and services for every 
school, college and university that 
will support the instructional 
program and stimulate student 
interest in reading and in continued 
self-education."

ALA Council adopted Goals for 
Action , noting "…The stresses 
that characterize many aspects of 
our national life today have 
produced an unprecedented 
demand for informational 
resources and effective library 
services to aid research and 
support education at all levels." 
Goal 8 addressed advocacy, and 
specifically advocacy aimed at 
convincing the public "to fund 
programs of library service 
nationally and locally."  Goal 2, 
incorporating support for the 
Library Services Act, urged "Public 
Library service that will help every 
American discharge his 
obligations as an informed citizen 
and achieve full self-development."

ALA Council adopted Goals for 
Action , noting "…The stresses 
that characterize many aspects of 
our national life today have 
produced an unprecedented 
demand for informational 
resources and effective library 
services to aid research and 
support education at all levels." 
Goal 8 was "a vigorous program 
of publications to make the 
American public increasingly 
aware of the contributions of 
libraries to our society,..."

ALA Council adopted Goals for 
Action , noting "…The stresses 
that characterize many aspects of 
our national life today have 
produced an unprecedented 
demand for informational 
resources and effective library 
services to aid research and 
support education at all levels." 
Goal 4 was "strengthening of the 
library profession."

At the request of NEA, YASD (now 
YALSA) developed Outstanding 
Fiction , a list of outstanding books 
for the college-bound high school 
student.  A list of outstanding 
biographies was produced the 
following year, also at NEA's 
request.  Two additional lists -- on 
theater and nonfiction -- were 
produced.

ALA Council adopted Goals for 
Action , noting "…The stresses 
that characterize many aspects of 
our national life today have 
produced an unprecedented 
demand for informational 
resources and effective library 
services to aid research and 
support education at all levels."  
Goal 5 was "increasing 
participation in the development of 
libraries and librarianship 
throughout the world through 
independent action and through 
cooperation with international 
organizations such as IFLA, AFLA, 
and Unesco."

1959 ALA Council adopted Goals for 
Action , noting "…The stresses 
that characterize many aspects of 
our national life today have 
produced an unprecedented 
demand for informational 
resources and effective library 
services to aid research and 
support education at all levels."  
Goal 6 called for "Improvement of 
library operations and 
procedures."

1960 Special Committee on Civil Rights 
appointed by ALA President 
Benjamin E. Powell, to examine 
existing policies and recommend an 
amendment or new statement on 
civil rights.

Special Committee on Civil Rights 
appointed by ALA President 
Benjamin E. Powell, to examine 
existing policies and recommend an 
amendment or new statement on 
civil rights.

RASD (now RUSA) began 
publication of RQ  .  In 1997, the 
name was changed to Reference 
and User Services Quarterly .

ALA held its annual conference 
jointly with the Canadian Library 
Association, in Montreal.  

1960 ALA published the 3rd set of 
school library standards, 
Standards for School Library 
Programs , prepared by AASL in 
cooperation with the Association 
for Colleges for Teacher 
Education.
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1961 The Library Bill of Rights was 
amended to include: The rights of 
an individual to the use of a library 
should not be denied or abridged 
because of his race, religion, 
national origins, or political views.

Library Bill of Rights amended to 
include: The rights of an individual to 
the use of a library should not be 
denied or abridged because of his 
race, religion, national origins, or 
political views.

Library Bill of Rights amended to 
include: The rights of an individual to 
the use of a library should not be 
denied or abridged because of his 
race, religion, national origins, or 
political views.

ALA participated in the World's 
Fair in Seattle.  Library 21 was 
supported by grants from the 
Council on Library Resources, the 
U.S. Office of Education, and 
business and industry. 

1962 ALA Council approved a "Statement 
on Individual Members, Chapter 
Status, and Institutional 
Membership," requiring that 
membership in the Association, 
including its official chapters, be 
open to everyone regardless of 
race, religion, or personal beliefs. In 
1963-64,  4 chapters [Louisiana, 
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi] 
temporarily withdrew.  Having 
become able to comply, Louisiana 
was reinstated by Council in July 
1965.

The ALA Commission on a National 
Plan for Library Education was 
appointed, to reassess needs and 
make recomemndations "for the 
selection, education, and utilization of 
professional personnel."

The Depository Library Act extended 
access to government publications.

The Depository Library Act 
extended access to government 
publications.

The ALA Commission on a 
National Plan for Library 
Education was appointed, to 
reassess needs and make 
recomemndations "for the 
selection, education, and 
utilization of professional 
personnel."

AASL/ALA received a grant 
(>$1M) from the Knapp 
Foundation to develop model 
elementary and secondary school 
library programs through 
improving library resources and 
library personnel. A second grant 
was received in 1968.

1962 The Library Administration Division 
(LAD - now LAMA) undertook a 
research project of freedom of 
access to libraries, working with the 
International Research Assoc. of 
NY., which would result in 
publication of Access to Public 
Libraries .

The Library Administration Division 
(LAD - now LAMA) undertook a 
research project of freedom of 
access to libraries, working with the 
International Research Assoc. of 
NY., which would result in 
publication of Access to Public 
Libraries .

1963 The ALA President, reporting to 
Council, stated: "Opportunities for 
employment in our libraries should 
be made available to persons with 
the needed abilities without regard 
to race or creed, and our recruiting 
machinery can and should be 
directed to provide suitable chances 
for professional and clerical 
employment in libraries to this end."

ALA Council expressed its support 
for President John F. Kennedy's 
proposed National Education 
Improvement Act; the Library 
Services and Construction Act title of 
the National Education Improvement 
Act was the first bill considered when 
the Senate resumed deliberations on 
November 26, 1963, following 
Kennedy's assassination.

ALA Council expressed its support 
for President John F. Kennedy's 
proposed National Education 
Improvement Act; the Library 
Services and Construction Act title 
of the National Education 
Improvement Act was the first bill 
considered when the Senate 
resumed deliberations on 
November 26, 1963, following 
Kennedy's assassination.

The ALA President, reporting to 
Council, stated: "Opportunities for 
employment in our libraries should 
be made available to persons with 
the needed abilities without regard 
to race or creed, and our recruiting 
machinery can and should be 
directed to provide suitable 
chances for professional and 
clerical employment in libraries to 
this end."

During annual conference in 
Chicago, ALA dedicated its own 
building -- on the site of the old 
McCormick mansion (50 E. 
Huron).  There were 164 staff.

1963 Access to Public Libraries 
generated controversy with a finding 
that 2 types of discrimination 
existed in libraries -- direct and 
indirect, the latter referring to 
inequitable location of library 
branches and inequitable 
distribution of resources. The ALA 
Executive Board asked LAD to 
examine all aspects of the issues 
raised by the report.

Access to Public Libraries generated 
controversy with a finding that 2 
types of discrimination existed in 
libraries -- direct and indirect, the 
latter referring to inequitable location 
of library branches and inequitable 
distribution of resources. The ALA 
Executive Board asked LAD to 
examine all aspects of the issues 
raised by the report.

The Academic Facilities Act made 
funds available on a matching 
basis to both publicly and privately 
funded universities.

National Library Week theme: 
"Read -- the fifth freedom, enjoy it"

1964 The Library Administration Division 
(now LAMA) reported on its 1963 
study Access to Public Libraries; the 
final recommendation was: "That 
the American Library Association, 
using every means at its disposal, 
continue to promote freedom of 
access to libraries for all people."

The Library Administration Division 
(now LAMA) reported on its 1963 
study Access to Public Libraries; the 
final recommendation was: "That the 
American Library Association, using 
every means at its disposal, continue 
to promote freedom of access to 
libraries for all people."

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
included libraries in his State of 
the Union address and library 
leaders were present at the 
signing of the Library Services and 
Construction Act.

The ALA Office for Recruitment, 
originally funded by a grant from 
the J. Morris Jones-World Book 
Encyclopedia ALA Goal Award, 
was absorbed into the ALA 
General Fund.  

ACRL launched CHOICE , a 
monthly book selection journal for 
college libraries.

1964 The ALA Executive Board ordered 
an immediate investigation of an 
incident of possible discrimination 
by a hotel against a delegate to the 
St. Louis conferece.  A letter of 
protest was sent by the ALA 
President to the St. Louis Council 
on Human Relations. 

The ALA Commission on a National 
Plan for Library Education 
recommended that ALA seek funding 
to establish an office for research and 
experimentation in library education.

President Lyndon B. Johnson signed 
the Library Services and 
Construction Act.  LSCA was 
reauthorized into the 1990s.

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed the Library Services and 
Construction Act.  LSCA was 
reauthorized into the 1990s.

Dial-A-Book (tapes of one-minute 
book reviews selected and 
prepared for young people) was a 
popular feature at the ALA booth 
at the New York World's Fair.  The 
tapes were prepared by the Peace 
Corps Subcommittee of the ALA 
International Relations Committee.

The ALA Commission on a 
National Plan for Library 
Education recommended that ALA 
seek funding to establish an office 
for research and experimentation 
in library education.
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1964 At the St. Louis Conference, the 
Membership Meeting voted to forbid 
ALA officers and staff from 
participating, in their official 
capacity, in meetings of any state 
association unable to meet the 
requirements for chapter status.

1965 A special Council Committee on 
Institutional Membership, 
recommended to the Executive 
Board that Council reject or approve 
with extensive guidelines a 
proposed Bylaws amendment which 
would bar from membership any 
institution that practiced 
discrimination in its services.  The 
Board proposed, and Council 
ultimately approved, an alternative 
action committing ALA to support 
civil rights laws and authorizing the 
Board to suspend "until such time 
as the Executive Board has been 
completely satisfied that the 
member is in full compliance with 
the law," any member "found by a 
competent governmental authority 
to have violated any federal, state, 
or local civil rights law."

ALA Office for Education was 
established, to coordinate ALA 
activities related to library education. 
The Office for Education was also 
concerned with recruitment, 
accreditation, informal and continuing 
education, and personnel utilization.

A special Council Committee on 
Institutional Membership, 
recommended to the Executive 
Board that Council reject or approve 
with extensive guidelines a proposed 
Bylaws amendment which would bar 
from membership any institution that 
practiced discrimination in its 
services.  The Board proposed, and 
Council ultimately approved, an 
alternative action committing ALA to 
support civil rights laws and 
authorizing the Board to suspend 
"until such time as the Executive 
Board has been completely satisfied 
that the member is in full compliance 
with the law," any member "found by 
a competent governmental authority 
to have violated any federal, state, or 
local civil rights law."

The Intellectual Freedom Committee 
recommended to the ALA Executive 
Board the establishment of an ALA 
Office for Intellectual Freedom and 
provision of a legal support fund.

The Airlie House Conference, 
arising from the presidency of 
James E. Bryant, brought together 
representatives of numerous library 
associations.  ALA's letter of 
invitation spelled out the purpose: 
"To confer with national 
organizations that have indicated 
their concern for excellence in 
education for all our people, in order 
to share knowledge and 
understanding, and to explore 
means of mutual cooperation in 
solving certain problems faced by 
people in pursuing their educational 
goals.  These problems focus in the 
nation's libraries."  <see Eric Moon, 
Library Issues: The Sixties, p292->

Elementary & Secondary 
Education Act of 1965; Higher 
Education Act of 1965; Medical 
Library Assistance Act of 1965; 
National Foundation on the Arts 
and Humanties

 ALA Office for Education was 
established, to coordinate ALA 
activities related to library 
education. The Office for 
Education was also concerned 
with recruitment, accreditation, 
informal and continuing education, 
and personnel utilization.

Following a period of ALA 
programmatic growth -- and 
crowding at ALA headquarters, 
ALA Publishing moved to rented 
quarters.

1966 ALA Council appointed a committee 
to review actions taken by ALA to 
promote "freedom of access to 
libraries for all people." The 
committee delivered interim reports 
in 1966 and 1967.

ALA Council appointed a committee 
to review actions taken by ALA to 
promote "freedom of access to 
libraries for all people." The 
committee delivered interim reports 
in 1966 and 1967.

President Lyndon B. Johnson 
established the President's 
Committee on Libraries, along 
with a National Advisory 
Commission on Libraries to assist 
it.

YASD produced Guidelines for 
Young Adult Services in Public 
Libraries.

A "memorandum of agreement" 
was signed by the American 
Library Association  and the 
[British] Library Association for the 
continued maintenance of the 
Anglo-American Cataloguing 
Rules.  The Canadian Library 
Association was added, and a new 
memorandum of understanding 
signed, at a follow-up meeting in 
1974.

1967 The final report of the Freedom of 
Access to Libraries Committee 
acknowledged the crisis in 
American society and the need for 
the profession to respond to that 
crisis. It concluded that a significant 
ALA commitment was needed.

The Advisory Committee to the Office 
for Library Education was appointed.

The final report of the Freedom of 
Access to Libraries Committee 
acknowledged the crisis in American 
society and the need for the 
profession to respond to that crisis. It 
concluded that a significant ALA 
commitment was needed.

The ALA Office for Intellectual 
Freedom was established.

National Library Week theme: 
"Explore inner space; Reading is 
what's happening."

ALA published Books for College 
Libraries.

The 1st edition of the Anglo-
American Cataloguing Rules was 
published.

A subcommittee of the Executive 
Board recommended that ALA 
Headquarters be moved to 
Washington DC.  ALA Council 
supported the Board's 
recommendation.  Membership 
petitioned for a mail vote and set 
aside the Council action.

1967 A revision of the Library Bill of Rights 
was approved by ALA Council.  The 
revision removed the stipulation 
regarding materials "of sound factual 
authority" and added "age" to the list 
of grounds upon which library use 
should not be abridged or denied.

1968 The ALA Committee on Research 
(changed to Research and 
Statistics in 1989) was established 
by ALA Council.

Incoming president William Dix 
appointed a committee to examine 
ALA objectives and policies: the 
Activities Committee on New 
Directions for ALA (ACONDA).
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1968 ALA Council established the 
Coordinating Committee on Library 
Service to the Disadvantaged to 
gather information on programs of 
library service; to propose, 
coordinate and evaluate various 
programs; and to suggest furthers 
areas of ALA involvement for action 
and implementation.  Their report -- 
Library Service to the 
Disadvantaged; A Study Based on 
Responses to Questionnaires from 
Public Libraries Serving Populations 
of Over 15,000- - was published in 
1969.

The Special Council Committee on 
Freedom of Access to Libraries 
reported to the ALA Council, 
including numerous 
recommendations.  The following 
comment accompanied the report: 
"Therefore we unequivocally suggest 
that the development and 
improvement of library services to 
the cultural disadvantaged and 
underprivileged be viewed as a 
major goal of the American Library 
Association as long as it may be 
necessary." 

The ALA Intellectual Freedom 
Committee was directed to develop a 
feasibility statement on the 
establishment of a fund to assist 
librarians whose employment was 
jeopardized by their defense of the 
Library Bill of Rights.

National Library Week theme:  "Be 
all you can be -- read"  (also 1969)

Establishment of a Social 
Responsibilities Round Table was 
requested;  SRRT was officially 
established in 1970.

1969 Glyndon Greer (a school librarian) 
introduced a book award for African 
American authors and illustrators of 
childrens' books. Greer organized 
an award event, which first took 
place at a New Jersey Library 
Association meeting in 1970. The 
initial award was presented to Lillie 
Patterson for Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.: Man of Peace .  Greer 
continued to organized the event 
until her death in 1981. 

The ALA Intellectual Freedom 
Committee proposed a Program iin 
Support of the Library Bill of Rights, 
which was approved by ALA Council.

ALA published Standards for 
School Media Programs , prepared 
jointly by AASL and the 
Department of Audiovisual 
Instruction (now the Association of 
Educational Communications and 
Technology, AECT).

1969 The ALA Executive Board allocated 
$3,000 to the ALA Coordinating 
Committee on Library Service to the 
Disadvantaged for study and 
recommendations on the formation 
of the Office for Library Service to 
the Disadvantaged and Unserved, 
which had been called for by ALA 
Council.

The Coordinating Committee on 
Library Service to the Disadvantaged 
(est. 1968) published Library Service 
to the Disadvantaged; A Study 
Based on Responses to 
Questionnaires from Public Libraries 
Serving Populations of Over 15,000.

The Freedom to Read Foundation, an 
independent [501( c)3] organization, 
with ALA governance links, was 
formed.

Leaders of the American Library 
Trustee Association (now the 
Association of Library Trustees 
and Advocates) marched on 
Washington DC following the ALA 
Annual Conference in Atlantic 
City. 100 community leaders from 
33 states met with 100 
congressmento push for library 
funding.

The Library Research Round 
Table was established.

1969 The ALA Standards Committee 
was established by ALA Council.

1970 The LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian 
Fund was established to provide 
financial assistance for the support, 
maintenance, medical care, legal 
fees, and welfare of librarians who 
have been discriminated against or 
denied employment rights because 
of gender, age, race, color, creed, 
sexual orientation, place of national 
origin, and defense of intellectual 
freedom.

ALA opposed the U.S. Treasury 
Dept.'s attempt to use library 
circulation records as a means of 
identifying potential suspects 
following a series of campus 
bombings.

The National Commission on 
Libraries and Information Science 
was established.

ALA Council approved a policy on 
Library Education and Manpower, 
subsequently referred back to the 
Office for Library Personnel 
Resources (now HRDR) to remove 
"sexist" language.

The ALA Office for Research and 
Statistics was established.

ACONDA's final report was 
discussed at the Detroit 
conference.  Council approved 
three recommendations: (1) ALA's 
"overarching objective" would still 
be improvement of library service 
and librarianship.  (2) An Office for 
Social Responsibility (changed to 
Office for Library Service to the 
Disadvantaged) would be 
established.  (3) The Intellectual 
Freedom Office was expanded.  
The "statement of concerns" on 
ALA ballots is also traced to 
ACONDA.
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1970 ALA Council passed the following 
resolution, presented by the Gay & 
Lesbian TF of SRRT:  "The 
American Library Association 
recognizes that there exist 
minorities which are not ethnic in 
nature but which suffer oppression. 
The association recommends that 
libraries and members strenuously 
combat discrimination in service to 
and employment of individuals from 
all minority groups, whether the 
distinguishing characteristics of the 
minority be ethnic, sexual, religious, 
or of any other kind." 

The LeRoy C. Merritt Humanitarian 
Fund was established to provide 
financial assistance for the support, 
maintenance, medical care, legal 
fees, and welfare of librarians who 
have been discriminated against or 
denied employment rights because of 
gender, age, race, color, creed, 
sexual orientation, place of national 
origin, and defense of intellectual 
freedom.

The ALA Bulletin became 
American Libraries.

Council charged an Ad Hoc 
Council Committee  -- informally 
called ANACONDA -- to work with 
ACONDA to complete the 
articulation of their 
recommendations.  

1970 President Richard M. Nixon 
established the National 
Commission on Libraries and 
Information Sciece.  NCLIS 
established the goal: "To eventually 
provide every individual in the 
United States with equal opportunity 
of access to that part of the total 
information resource which will 
satisfy the individual's educational, 
working, cultural and leisure-time 
needs and interests, regardless of 
the individual's location, social or 
physical condition [or?] level of 
intellectual achievement."

President Richard M. Nixon 
established the National Commission 
on Libraries and Information Sciece.  
NCLIS established the goal: "To 
eventually provide every individual in 
the United States with equal 
opportunity of access to that part of 
the total information resource which 
will satisfy the individual's 
educational, working, cultural and 
leisure-time needs and interests, 
regardless of the individual's location, 
social or physical condition [or?] level 
of intellectual achievement."

On the death of its editor LeRoy C. 
Merritt, the ALA Office for Intellectual 
Freedom began publication of the 
Newsletter on Intellectual Freedom, 
originally begun in 1952 and edited 
by LeRoy C. Merritt since 1962. 

American Libraries volume one ws 
published.

1970 The ALA Executive Board allocated 
funding for a study and 
recommendations on the formation 
of the Office for Library Service to 
the Disadvantaged and Unserved, 
as requested by ALA Council.  
OLSD was established by ALA 
Council in 1972 and its name was 
changed to Office for Library 
Outreach Services in 1980;  the 
name was changed again to Office 
for Literacy and Outreach Services 
in the mid-90s.

The ALA Executive Board allocated 
funding for a study and 
recommendations on the formation 
of the Office for Library Service to 
the Disadvantaged and Unserved, as 
requested by ALA Council.  OLSD 
was established by ALA Council in 
1972 and its name was changed to 
Office for Library Outreach Services 
in 1980;  the name was changed 
again to Office for Literacy and 
Outreach Services in the mid-90s.

ALA Council approved an 
ACONDA recommendation that 
ALA's "overarching objective" 
remain the improvement of library 
service and librarianship.
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1971 A.P. Marshall became the 2nd 
African-American candidate for ALA 
president, serving on the ALA 
Executive Board as 2nd vice-
president.

ALA Council approved the 
ACONDA/ANACONDA 
recommendation to "combine ALA's 
existing staff activities relating to (1) 
library education and training, (2) 
recruitment, and (3) personnel 
utilization and concerns (including but 
not limited to salaries, status, welfare, 
employment practices, job definition, 
organization of personnel 
administration, tenure and ethics) into 
a new Office for Library Manpower to 
be responsible for the development of 
(1) appropriate programs, (2) 
standards and policies, and (3) 
procedures for implementation of 
standards, e.g. investigations, 
mediation, sanctions."  The staff 
organizing committee subsequently 
recommended to the ALA Executive 
Board that such an office "serve as a 
major component within ALA that 
concerns itself with librarianship as a 
profession; with the librarian's career 
goals; and with provision within library 
schools and libraries of policies and 
practices that enable staff to develop 
professionallly."

ALA Council adopted the "Policy on 
Confidentiality of Library Records," 
which urged libraries to recognize the 
confidentiality of circulation records in 
their written policies, advised library 
employees not to make records 
available except on court order, and 
urged librarians to opposed efforts to 
obtain such court ordes without a 
showing of good cause.

ALA Council approved the 
ACONDA/ANACONDA 
recommendation to "combine 
ALA's existing staff activities 
relating to (1) library education 
and training, (2) recruitment, and 
(3) personnel utilization and 
concerns (including but not limited 
to salaries, status, welfare, 
employment practices, job 
definition, organization of 
personnel administration, tenure 
and ethics) into a new Office for 
Library Manpower to be 
responsible for the development of 
(1) appropriate programs, (2) 
standards and policies, and (3) 
procedures for implementation of 
standards, e.g. investigations, 
mediation, sanctions."  The staff 
organizing committee 
subsequently recommended to the 
ALA Executive Board that such an 
office "serve as a major 
component within ALA that 
concerns itself with librarianship 
as a profession; with the librarian's 
career goals; and with provision 
within library schools and libraries 
of policies and practices that 
enable staff to develop 
professionallly."

ACONDA/ANACONDA pointed out 
issues of overlap and duplication 
of effort, strongly recommending 
an ALA restructuring. Council 
passed a policy statement 
implementing bylaws provisions 
for Council membership -- and 
ending the automatic membership 
of ALA past presidents, ending all 
Council terms at the end of 1972 
and seating a new Council at the 
1973 Midwinter Meeting.  

1971 The ALA Council approved a 
resolution from the Gay and 
Lesbian Task Force of the ALA 
Social Responsibilities Round 
Table:"…The association 
recommends that libraries and 
members strenuously combat 
discrimination in service to and 
employment of individuals from all  
minority groups, whether the 
distinguishing characteristics of the 
minority be ethnic, sexual, religious, 
or of any other kind."

The ALA Council approved a 
resolution from the Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force of the ALA Social 
Responsibilities Round Table:"…The 
association recommends that 
libraries and members strenuously 
combat discrimination in service to 
and employment of individuals from 
all  minority groups, whether the 
distinguishing characteristics of the 
minority be ethnic, sexual, religious, 
or of any other kind."

The IFC announced its intention to 
create a series of Interpretations  of 
the Library Bill of Rights.  The ALA 
Council adopted the first such 
Interpretation, dealing with the non-
removal of library materials.

ALA Council established the Staff 
Committee on Mediation, 
Arbitration & Inquiry -- "to provide 
assistance to the membership in 
problems ranging from personnel 
concerns to status and intellectual 
freedom." In establishing the 
Program of Action for Mediation, 
Arbitration, and Inquiry, Council 
rescinded the Program of Action in 
Support of the Library Bill of 
Rights, which was included in the 
new program.

1971 The ACRL Board of Directors 
approved Standards for Faculty 
Status for College and University 
Libraries.  As a corollary, ACRL 
drafted with the American 
Association of Colleges (AAC) and 
American Association of 
University Professors (AAUP) a 
Joint Statement on Faculty Status 
of College and University 
Librarians.

1971 Since 1971, at ALA Council 
direction, ALA Midwinter Meetings 
and Annual Conferences have 
featured a Placement Center.
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1971 Criteria for Programs to Prepare 
Library/Media Technical 
Assistants  was approved.   
(updated in 1979).

1972 Robert Wedgeworth became the 1st 
African-American appointed ALA 
Executive Director.

ALA issued, with Council approval,  
new Standards for Accreditation , 
noting that "the statement of 
requirements and recommendations 
emphasizes qualitative rather than 
quantitative considerations…" and 
that "…the Standards lend themselves 
to some variation in interpretation… 
The Standards are indicative but not 
prescriptive."

The ALA Council adopted Free 
Access to Libraries for Minors, an 
Interpretation to the Library Bill of 
Rights. 

The ALA Council adopted Free 
Access to Libraries for Minors, an 
Interpretation to the Library Bill of 
Rights. 

National Library Week theme: 
"Reading makes the world go 
round; Books bring people 
together"

ALA issued, with Council approval, 
new Standards for Accreditation , 
noting that "the statement of 
requirements and 
recommendations emphasizes 
qualitative rather than quantitative 
considerations…" and that "…the 
Standards lend themselves to 
some variation in interpretation… 
The Standards are indicative but 
not prescriptive."

The Reference and Adults 
Services Division was formed by 
the merger of two earlier divisions:  
the Reference Services Division 
and Adult Services Division.  In 
1996, RASD changed its name to 
Reference and User Services 
Association (RUSA).

1972 The ALA Office for Library Service 
to the Disadvantaged (OLSD) was 
established. 

The ALA Office for Library Service to 
the Disadvantaged (OLSD) was 
established (now OLOS), with a 
standing Advisory Committee.

The 1953 version of The Freedom to 
Read  statement was revised by the 
IFC and the Association of American 
Publishers.

1973 The Office for Library Personnel 
Resources (OLPR -- now HRDR) 
compiled its first annual listing of 
Degrees and Certificates Awarded 
by U.S. Library Education, giving 
breakdowns by gender and 
ethnicity.

ALA published a series of books by 
Helen H. Lyman: Library Materials in 
Service to the New Reader  (1973), 
Reading and the Adult New Reader 
(1976)and Literacy and the Nation's 
Libraries (1977).

The IFC held its first national 
program to train librarians in 
intellectual freedom principles.

ALA joined with the DC Library 
Association to establish the 
National Library Legislative Day, 
which continues to the present.

The Office for Library Personnel 
Resources (OLPR -- now HRDR) 
compiled its first annual listing of 
Degrees and Certificates Awarded 
by U.S. Library Education, giving 
breakdowns by gender and 
ethnicity.

The IFC held its first national 
program to train librarians in 
intellectual freedom principles.

1973 The Intellectual Freedom Round 
Table was organized.

The OLPR (now HRDR) Advisory 
Committee was created by ALA 
Council.

The Intellectual Freedom Round 
Table was organized.

1973 The ALA Council adopted four 
Interpretations  of the Library Bill of 
Rights:  Reevaluating Library 
Collections; Restricted Access to 
Library Materials; Sexism, Racism 
and Other "=Isms" in Library 
Materials (became Diversity in 
Collection Development -- 1982) ; 
and Expurgation of Library Materials . 

1974-1978 ACRL, with funding from the 
Andrew J. Mellon Foundation, 
developed an internship program for 
librarians of predominately black 
institutions of higher education.  25 
librarians served as management 
interns for 3-9 months at nationally-
known academic libraries.

1974 OLPR Advisory Committee (now 
HRDR Advisory) formed a 
subcommittee on Equal 
Employment Opportunity.

ALA/OIF published the first 
Intellectual Freedom Manual.

OLPR Advisory Committee (now 
HRDR Advisory) formed a 
subcommittee on Equal 
Employment Opportunity.

ALA president Jean Lowrie signed 
the agreement which eventually 
led to a new ALA headquarters 
building.

1974 ALA held an Affirmative Action 
Institute, facilitated by OLPR.

ALA Council adopted The Policy on 
Abridgment of the Rights of Freedom 
of Expression of Foreign Nationals.
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1975 ALA committed to cooperation with 
NCLIS in support of Toward a 
National Program for Library and 
Information Services: Goals for 
Action.

ALA committed to cooperation with 
NCLIS in support of Toward a 
National Program for Library and 
Information Services: Goals for 
Action.

An ALA project on literacy was 
funded by the U.S. Dept. of 
Education.  The project would result 
in Literacy and the Nation's 
Libraries .

National Library Week theme:  
"Information Power"

The ALA Committee on 
Professional Ethics was 
established by the ALA Council.

1976 ALA Council adopted "Equal 
Employment Opportunity: A 
Statement of Policy of the American 
Library Association."

ALA participated in negotiations 
leading to passage of the 1976 
Copyright Act, a major revision of 
the law codifying significant 
provisions for libraries

ALA Council approved a revision 
of the Library Education and 
Manpower polciy -- the Library 
Education and Personnel 
Utilization Policy (LEPU).It was 
updated again in 2002.

ALA Council adopted the Dues 
Schedule Transition Document, 
which changed the method of 
funding division activities -- from 
allocation to income derived from 
division dues and other division 
activities.  The document defined 
areas of division financial 
responsibility and areas of 
"General Fund" financial 
responsibility.  Division 
membership was no longer 
included in ALA basic dues.  

1976 Clara Stanton Jones became the 1st 
African-American to serve as 
President of ALA.

ALA participated in negotiations 
leading to passage of the 1976 
Copyright Act, a major revision of the 
law, which codified several 
provisions of significance to libraries.

The ALA Executive Board asked 
NCLIS to try to develop a 
universal graphic symbol 
representing libraries, in 
preparation for the WCHLIS. Such 
a symbol was later recommended 
by WHCLIS.

1976 The Committee on the Status of 
Women in Librarianship was 
established by the ALA Council.

1977  The Speaker,  a fictionalized film 
account of a speaker denied an 
opportunity to speak on his 
offensive theories of race 
(development begun in 1975) was 
viewed by the ALA Executive Board, 
which requested that it not be 
issued until the IFC and the 
Membership had had an opportunity 
to view it at ALA Annual Conference 
in Detroit; the decision was later 
reversed and the film was released.  
Controversy continued into 1978.  

The ALA Library Education Division 
submitted "ALA's Responsibility for 
Library Education: A Proposal for 
Reorganization" to the ALA Council. It 
defined "library education" broadly: "It 
encompasses not only full programs 
of formal, professional education, 
accredited and unaccredited, but also 
pre-professional training, post-
master's programs, doctoral study, in-
service training, continuing education, 
international aspects of library 
education at all these levels, and 
related topics such as certification, 
equivalency examinations, and other 
areas that have relevance to the 
preparation of personnel to work in 
libraries."

The  Ad Hoc Committee on Equal 
Access to Information recommended 
to the ALA Executive Board that 
funds be sought to study the extent 
and effect of fees for library service.  
The ALA Office for Research 
conducted the study (with partial 
support from the Council on Library 
Resources as well as BRS, Lockheed
and SDC) and published the findings 
in Financing Online Search Services 
in Publicly Supported Libraries.

The Speaker , a fictionalized film 
account of a speaker denied an 
opportunity to speak on his offensive 
theories of race (development begun 
in 1975) was viewed by the ALA 
Executive Board, which requested 
that it not be issued until the IFC and 
the Membership had had an 
opportunity to view it at ALA Annual 
Conference in Detroit; the decision 
was later reversed and the film was 
released.  Controversy continued into 
1978.

An American delegation (led by 
Eric Moon, ALA's first British-born 
president) attended the Centennial 
Conference of The Library 
Association in London. Other 
delegates includes Clara Jones 
and Robert Wedgeworth.

The Future Structures Committee 
recommended a member survey 
be undertaken to determine the 
priorities of individual ALA 
members.  The survey was 
undertaken in 1979 and results 
were released in 1980.

1977 LED proposed it be phased out and 
replaced by an appointed standing 
committee, liaison to committees on 
education within each division through 
a Library Education Assembly, and 
that appropriate staff be provided.

ALA Council reaffirmed its support 
for free access, in opposition to "fee-
for-service."

YASD published Directions for 
Library Services to Young Adults . 
(revised in 1993)

The Joint Steering Committee for 
the Revision of AACR, established 
to prepare the text of AACR2, was 
extended for two years; its 
responsibilities and funding were 
defined.  The members were to be 
appointed (1 each) by ALA, the 
LA, CLA, the British Library and 
the Library of Congress.  The JSC 
was to maintain liaison with IFLA 
and the UBC Office "to facilitate 
the interests of users of AACR2 in 
any programmes of international 
standardization in the cataloguing 
field carried out by those bodies."  
Secretariat support was to be 
provided by ALA.

In a complex development 
agreement, ALA exchanged 
26,000 square feet of undeveloped 
property owned by ALA -- then 
used for parking by ALA staff -- for 
six floors of office space, lobby 
and related facilities.  (40 E 
Huron).  ALA occupies the 40 and 
50 E. Huron space today.
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1977 The 1st Louise Giles Minority 
Scholarship was awarded.

Pending Council action on the LED 
proposal, the (standing) Council 
Committee on Library Education 
(SCOLE -- now COE, Committee on 
Education) and the Library Education 
Assembly were formed. Staff support 
was to come from the ALA Office for 
Library Personnel Resources (OLPR --
now HRDR).

Literacy and the Nation's Libraries 
by Helen Huguenor Lyman was 
published.

Association for Specialized and 
Cooperative Library Agencies 
(ASCLA) was formed by the 
merger of the American 
Association of State Library 
Agencies (founded in 1957) and 
the Health and Rehabilitative 
Library Services Division (founded 
in 1956 as the Association of 
Hospital and Institution Libraries).

1978 A special task force appointed by 
ALA President Eric Moon presented 
"Toward a Conceptual Foundation 
for a National Information Policy" for 
discussion.  It stated: "All information 
must be available to all people in all 
formats purveyed through all 
communication channels and 
delivered at all levels of 
comprehension.  If any one of these 
five qualities is compromised, the 
whole is enervated, and the national 
enterprise as a consequence 
suffers."

The Office for Library Services to 
the Disadvantaged (OLSD) --now 
the Office for Literacy & Outreach 
Services (OLOS) -- implemented 
the Literacy Training Project, to 
instruct 200 librarians and trustees 
in the teaching of reading and the 
development of library literacy 
programs.

ACRL held its first National 
Conference, in Boston; 
conferences has been held since, 
first triennially (1981, 1984, 1986, 
1989, 1992, 1995), then biennially 
(1997 and forward).

The American Library Association, 
the Canadian Library Association 
and The Library Association (UK) 
signed an agreement for the joint 
publication of AACR2.  In a 
separate agreement, the three 
associations established a 
committee to set up a joint fund to 
support the process of 
maintaining/revising the rules

1978 The ALA Committee on 
Accreditation added two "public" 
members.

ASCLA began publication of 
Interface.

The 2nd edition of the Anglo-
American Cataloguing Rules was 
published.

1979 ALA/OLPR testified before the 
EEOC on wage discrimination.

ALA convened ALA Looks at 
Continuing Education: A Policy 
Development Forum , resulting in the  
articulation of objectives and 
recommendations.

ALA Council adopted the Freedom to 
View statement, which affirmed "The 
freedom to view, along with the 
freedom to speak, to hear, and to 
read, is protected by the First 
Amendment."

The WHCLIS was scheduled for 
October 1979.  ALA's Public 
Information Office agreed to 
devote 1978-79 promotional 
materials to WHCLIS.

ALA published Media Programs: 
District and School , a set of 
standards prepared jointly by 
AASL and AECT.

1979 ALA Council approved the following 
resolution:  "The ALA accepts 
responsibility for the promotion of 
continuing education for persons 
involved in library service….ALA will 
set standards for continuing education 
programsfor librarianship and will 
provide for periodic review and 
updating of these standards.  ALA will 
work through its chapters to 
encourage funding for continuing 
library education at the state and local 
levels.  ALA will also press,as part of 
its legislative program, for federal 
funds that will include continuing 
education scholarships and for funds 
for development of model curricula. 
ALA will cooperate and coordinate  its 
efforts with other providers of 
continuing education. There will be a 
strong relationship between ALA's 
continuing education program and its 
Association's policies.  As new 
policies are adopted by the 
Association, their implications for the 
continuing education program will be 
reviewed."

ALA Council adopted the 
Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights on Prejudice, Stereotyping 
and Discrimination (originally the 
Resolution on Racism and Sexism 
Awareness).
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1980 OLSD became the Office for Library 
Outreach Services (changed to 
Office for Literacy and Outreach in 
1995).

The Library Bill of Rights was revised 
to eliminate gender-linked pronouns.  
Review of LBOR had been 
undertaken in 1979 by the IFC, in 
response to a request from the ALA 
Committee on the Status of Women 
in Librarianship that ALA policies use 
gender-neutral language.

National Library Week theme: 
"America's greatest bargain… the 
library"

ALA published the Planning 
Process for Public Libraries, 
based on a PLA-led shift from 
quantitative to qualitative 
standards for effective public 
library services. The foundation 
work in PLA began in the 1970's 
with the appointment of age-group 
task forces to examine what the 
public needed, rather than what 
was currently offered.

1980 ALA Council adopted a SCOPE 
proposal that ALA develop and 
implement a national, comprehensive, 
long-range plan for continuing 
education -- to improve the quality of 
library service.

ALA Council adopted a policy 
statement on collective bargaining: 
"ALA recognizes the principle of 
collective bargaining as one of the 
methods of conducting labor-
management relations used by 
private and public institutions.  
The Association affirms the right 
of eligible library employees to 
organize and bargain collectively 
with their employers or to refrain 
from organizing and bargaining 
collectively without fear of 
reprisal."

The 1st AASL National 
Conference was held at the 
Commonwealth Convention 
Center in Louisville [KY], chaired 
by Rebecca Bingham.

1980 The Map and Geography Round 
Table (MAGERT) was established.

1981 ALA/OLPR published survey results -
- "The racial, ethnic, and sexual 
composition of library staff in 
academic and public libraries" -- for 
affirmative action planning.

ALA Council adopted the 
Interpretation on Exhibit Spaces and 
Meeting Rooms .

1981-82 ALA President Elizabeth 
Stone appointed a task force to 
develop a universal graphic library 
symbol; a design by the Western 
Maryland Public Libraries was 
later selected.

1981 ALA amended its previously 
adopted Equal Opportunity 
Employment policy to include 
persons with disabilities.

The Special Committee to Review 
Program Assessment Processes 
and Procedures (SCRPAPP -- or 
the "Holley committee") focused 
on planning and budgeting needs --
common purposes; clear goals, 
objectives and priorities; balance 
between ALA and division and 
round table interests; more 
effective utilization of resources; a 
process for planning and 
evaluation. They recommended 
that the ALA Executive Board be 
responsible for overall financial 
planning and control.

1981 Effie Lee Morris & Jean Coleman 
(Director, OLOS) assumed 
responsibility for the Coretta Scott 
King Award, upon the death of its 
original organizer Glyndon Greer.  

ALA inaugurated its celebrity 
"Read" posters. The first "star" 
was Mickey Mouse.

The Committee on Program 
Evaluation and Support (COPES) 
began working with divisions to 
develop a draft operating 
agreement.

1982 The ALA Council approved inclusion 
of the Coretta Scott King Award in 
the ALA Awards program. The CSK 
Awards Committee became the 
Coretta Scott King Task Force of 
the Social Responsibilities Round 
Table (SRRT) in 1982.

Administrative Policies and 
Procedures Affecting Access to 
Library Resources and Services  was 
adopted.

ALA Council adopted a Statement 
on Professional Ethics.

ALA Council approved an 
Operating Agreement Between 
ALA and Its Membership 
Divisions.  (revised in 1988-89)
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1982 A "Banned Books" exhibit was 
presented at the American 
Booksellers Association conference, 
with assistance from ALA and others.  
Subsequently, ABA asked ALA and 
others to co-sponsor or endorse a 
continuing BBW, to be held annually 
in September.  The ABA, ALA, and 
National Association of College 
Stores (NACS) held the first Banned 
Books Week in September 1982, 
"celebrating the right of each 
individual to choose the books that he 
or she wants to read."  Additional 
sponsors were subsequently added, 
including the American Booksellers 
Foundation for Free Expression, 
American Society of Journalists and 
Authors, and Association of American 
Publishers. It was endorsed by the 
Center for the Book of the Library of 
Congress.

ALA published Output Measures 
for Public Libraries -- A Manual of 
Standardized Procedures , with 
PLA.  A second edition was 
published in 1987.  Additional 
titles in what would become the 
"Results" series followed, 
including: Cost Finding for Public 
Libraries  (1985), Output 
Measures for Public Library 
Service to Children (1992 -- with 
PLA and ALSC), Planning for 
Results  -- A Public Library 
Transformation Process  (1998).

1983 The Committee on Accreditation 
raised two questions at an open 
session during the ALA Midwinter 
Meeting: (1) "What is the profession 
for which ALA accredits graduate 
schools?" and (2) "Is the accreditation 
process prescriptive?" In that  
discussion, COA asserted that the 
"accreditation process should not be 
used to limit the number of schools, 
should not be influenced by 'trendy' 
changes in library school names, and 
that it should consider technological 
changes in the delivery of information.

The Commission on Freedom and 
Equality of Access to Information 
was appointed.  The Report of the 
ALA Commission on Freedom and 
Equality of Access to Information 
was released in 1986.

ALA OIF assumed primary 
responsibility for production of BBW 
educational and promotional 
materials.

ALA, working with 11 other 
organizations, formed the Coalition 
for Literacy.

The Committee on Accreditation 
raised two questions at an open 
session during the ALA Midwinter 
Meeting: (1) "What is the 
profession for which ALA accredits 
graduate schools?" and (2) "Is the 
accreditation process 
prescriptive?" In that  discussion, 
COA asserted that the 
"accreditation process should not 
be used to limit the number of 
schools, should not be influenced 
by 'trendy' changes in library 
school names, and that it should 
consider technological changes in 
the delivery of information.

The first PLA National Conference 
was held, in Baltimore.  It was 
followed by conferences in 1986, 
1988, 1991 and 1994, and 
biennially thereafter.

1983 The Reference and Adult Services 
Division (now RUSA) began a 
project, continued through 1986, to 
provide libraries with planning and 
benchmarking information: Adult 
Services in the Eighties: Project of 
the Reference and Adult Services 
Division, Services to Adults 
Committee.

The 2nd edition of the Intellectual 
Freedom Manual  was published.

In Merwine v. Board of Trustees 
for State Institutions of Higher 
Learning, the plaintiff claimed she 
was not hired because Mississippi 
State University used possession 
of an ALA-accredited degree as a 
hiring criterion and that that had a 
disproportionate impact on female 
applicants and was not a valid 
predictor of successful 
performance in the specific 
position being filled.   ALA 
declined to provide expert 
testimony for either side.  The 
question of disparate impact / 
improper criterion was heard 
before a magistrate; the 
magistrate ruled that Merwine had 
failed to prove disproportionate 
impact on women.
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1984 ALA President E. J. Josey 
appointed a special presidential 
Committee on Library Services to 
Minorities, which later became the 
Council Committee on Minority 
Concerns, then the Council 
Committee on Minority Concerns 
and Cultural Diversity, and now the 
Committee on Diversity (2002).

The Association of Library and 
Information Studies Education 
(ALISE), with an H.W. Wilson grant, 
convened a conference of 
representatives from 17 library-related 
organizations, including ALA, to 
discuss whether the accreditation 
process could be broadened to 
provide for governance and operation 
through a collaborative, mutually-
supported mechanism.

ALA Council adopted Intepretation: 
Circulation of Motion Pictures and 
Video Productions .

A national public awareness 
campaign on literacy was launched 
(produced by the Advertising 
Council), to focus attention on the 
"hidden" problem of illiterate adults 
and to recruit volunteer tutors.

ALA joined with 50 national 
organizations to form the National 
Library Week Partnership 
Program -- "to help promote the 
annual celebration of reading and 
libraries."  

The Association of Library and 
Information Studies Education 
(ALISE), with an H.W. Wilson 
grant, convened a conference of 
representatives from 17 library-
related organizations, including 
ALA, to discuss whether the 
accreditation process could be 
broadened to provide for 
governance and operation through 
a collaborative, mutually-
supported mechanism.

1984 COA chair Robert M. Hayes 
announced receipt of a U.S. 
Department of Education grant to 
explore implementation of a 
collaborative accreditation structure.

ALA President E. J. Josey appointed 
a special presidential Committee on 
Library Services to Minorities, which 
later became the Council Committee 
on Minority Concerns, later Council 
Committee on Minority Concerns and 
Cultural Diversity (now Committee 
on Diversity).

LSCA funding was extended for 
five years, with funding at a record 
$118M. 

In response to A Nation At Risk, 
which had overlooked libraries in 
its examination of the U.S. 
education system, ALA issued 
Realities: Education Reform in a 
Learning Society .

COA chair Robert M. Hayes 
announced receipt of a U.S. 
Department of Education grant to 
explore implementation of a 
collaborative accreditation 
structure.

1984 ALA Council adopted Guidelines 
for Practice and Principles in the 
Design, Operation and Evaluation 
of Student Field Experience in 
Library and Information Science, 
recommended by SCOLE.

With library catalogs going online, 
American Libraries sponsored a 
"101-Uses-for-a-Dead-Catalog 
Contest."

1985 The report of the Special 
Presidential Committee on Library 
Services to Minorities was issued: 
Equity at Issue: Library Services to 
the Nation's Major Minority Groups .  
A follow-up report, Addressing 
Ethnic and Cultural Diversity: A 
Report on Activities of the American 
Library Association, 1986-1989 , 
was published in 1990.

The report of the Special Presidential 
Committee on Library Services to 
Minorities was issued: Equity at 
Issue: Library Services to the 
Nation's Major Minority Groups .  A 
follow-up report, Addressing Ethnic 
and Cultural Diversity: A Report on 
Activities of the American Library 
Association, 1986-1989 , was 
published in 1990.

ALA's Washington Office published 
Less Access to Less Information by 
and about the U.S. Government , 
showing increasing federal 
restrictions on government 
publications and information 
dissemination from 1981 through 
1984. The publication was continued 
and updated.

National Library Week theme:  "A 
Nation of Readers"

ALA President E. J. Josey 
established a special presidential 
committee --the ALA Pay Equity 
Commission -- which 
subsequently became the ALA 
Pay Equity Committee (standing).

ALA's Office for Research began a 
two-year contract with the U.S. 
Department of Education on a 
pilot project to develop a 
Cooperative System for Public 
Library Data collection, based on 
cooperation with state library 
agencies.

ALA Council approved an outline 
for a strategic long-range planning 
process (SLRP), to be based on 
broad participation.

1985 The ALA Washington Office 
published Less Access to Less 
Information by and about the U.S. 
Government.

The ALA Office for Intellectual 
Freedom received a grant from the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities to tour "Censorship and 
Libraries" -- part of the New York 
Public Library's exhibition "500 Years 
of Censorship."

The Library Instruction Round Table 
received the ALA-World Book Goal 
Award for  "Developing Programs in 
Library Use Instruction for Lifelong 
Learning."

The national library symbol 
adopted by ALA was approved by 
the Federal Highway 
Administration.

OLPR (HRDR) received the World 
Book/ALA Goal Award for an ALA 
Institute on Pay Equity, in 
cooperation with the ALA 
Commission on Pay Equity and 
Committee on the Status of 
Women in Librarianship.

ALANET, ALA's early electronic 
information service, had 1,100 
"mailboxes."

The 6 U.S. IFLA association 
members (ALA, AALL, ARLIS/NA, 
ARL, MLA,SLA) plus the U.S. IFLA 
member libraries and NCLIS, 
joined together to sponsor the 
1985 IFLA conference in Chicago.

1985 ALA President E.J. Josey convened 
a "conference-within-a-conference" 
on Forging Coalitions for the Public 
Good.

ALA President E.J. Josey 
convened a "conference-within-a-
conference" on Forging Coalitions 
for the Public Good.
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1986 Accreditation, A Way Ahead  was 
issued.  The recommendations were 
not implemented.

ALA Council approved a revised 
Mission Statement: "The mission of 
the American Library Association is 
to provide leadership for the 
development, promotion, and 
improvement of library and 
information services and the 
profession of librarianship in order to 
enhance learning and ensure access 
to information for all."  (1879 Charter) 
- "...for the purpose of promoting the 
library interests of the country by 
exchanging views, reaching 
conclusions, and inducing 
cooperation in all departments of 
bibliothecal science and economy; 
by disposing the public mind tothe 
founding and improving of libraries; 
and by cultivating good will among 
its members..."

IFC issued a "special alert" to 
librarians, advising them on how to 
prepare for censorship attempts, 
following The Report of the Attorney 
General's Commission on 
Pornography.  The "special alert" 
noted: "…while the Commission 
encourages people 'to object to the 
objectionable' and 'to tolerate the 
tolerable,' the inherent message of 
the First Amendment is tolerance for 
the objectionable." IFC urged 
librarians to ensure that written, 
approved library policies for handling 
challenges were in place and that the 
public was informed about the issues. 
State associations were urged to 
prepare state intellectual freedom 
committees.

Accreditation, A Way Ahead  was 
issued.  The recommendations 
were not implemented.

ACRL/Rare Books and 
Manuscripts Section began 
publication of RBM , a semiannual 
publication.  The original title was 
Rare Books and Manuscript 
Librarianship.

The Library Book Fellows program 
was inaugurated,with a grant from 
USIA.  The program ran through 
1998, providing an opportunity for 
100 U.S. librarians to participate in 
exchanges in 70 countries.

ALA Council approved the "priority 
areas" resulting from the SLRP 
process.  Those priority areas 
remain in ALA policy.

1986 ALA released Freedom and Equality 
of Access to Information  by a panel 
of librarians and communications 
experts; the report focused on the 
impact of new technology, 
government policy and other issues 
impacting public access to 
information.

ALA joined more than 20 other 
organizations to form the Coalition on 
Government Information, and 
initiated the James Madison Award, 
to be presented on Freedom of 
Information Day to individuals or 
groups who have championed access 
to government information and the 
public's right to know.

The Pay Equity Committee was 
established by the ALA Council, 
on recommendation of the Special 
Presidential Committee on Pay 
Equity (1984-1986).

The Allerton Institute at the 
University of Illinois, with partial 
funding from the ALA/World Book 
Goal Award, focused on youth 
services: "Missionaries and 
Managers:Library Services to 
Children and Young Adults in the 
Information Age."

1986 ALA joined with more than 20 (later 
growing to 40) organizations to form 
the Coalition on Government 
Information. The Coalition received a 
grant from the Benton and Field 
foundations for its first year of 
operation.

ALA Council adopted an 
Interpretation  of the LBOR:  Access 
to Resources and Services in the 
School Library Media Program.

The Carroll Preston Baber 
Research Award was presented 
for the first time.

1987 ACRL received an Andrew J. Mellon 
Foundation grant to conduct a 
planning project to assist staff in 
libraries of historically Black 
colleges and universities.

The AASL Board of Directors voted to 
ask ALA to join the National Council 
for the Accreditation of Teacher 
Education, as a specialized accreditor 
focusing on programs, within schools 
of education, designed to educate 
school librarians or school library 
media specialists. AASL was 
supported by the ALA Committee on 
Accreditation, the Standing 
Committee on Library Education 
(SCOLE) and other divisions.

The ALA Washington Office  
publication Less Access to Less 
Information By and About the U.S. 
Government was named one of the 
10 "most censored" news stories of 
1986 by Project Censored, a national 
media research effort conducted at 
Sonoma State University [CA].

ALA led efforts to end the FBI's 
"Library Awareness Program," which 
sought to use library employees to 
track the research activities of 
persons identified by the FBI as 
possible "security threats" to the U.S.  
These efforts continued to 1991.

ALA Council approved a resolution 
to mount a national campaign to 
respond to the Secretary of 
Education statement in First 
Lessons: A Report on Elementary 
Education in America that "every 
school should have a library, and 
every child should have and use a 
library card."  The ALA Executive 
Board voted to submit a National 
Library Card Campaign proposal 
to the Readers Digest Foundation, 
in cooperation with AASL, ALSC, 
YASD (now YALSA) and PLA.  

The AASL Board of Directors 
voted to ask ALA to join the 
National Council for the 
Accreditation of Teacher 
Education, as a specialized 
accreditor focusing on programs, 
within schools of education, 
designed to educate school 
librarians or school library media 
specialists. AASL was supported 
by the ALA Committee on 
Accreditation, the Standing 
Committee on Library Education 
(SCOLE) and other divisions.

Top of the News became the 
Journal of Youth Services in 
Libraries (JOYS ), becoming a 
refereed joint publication of the 
Association of Library Service to 
Children and Young Adult 
Services Division in 1988.
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1987 Linda Crismond became the 1st 
woman to serve as ALA Executive 
Director.

ALA President Margaret Chisholm 
appointed the presidential 
Committee on Information Literacy. 
The committee sought to "define 
information literacy within the higher 
literacies and its importance to 
student performance, lifelong 
learning, and active citizenship." 

ALA President Margaret Chisholm 
appointed the presidential 
Committee on Information Literacy. 
The committee sought to "define 
information literacy within the higher 
literacies and its importance to 
student performance, lifelong 
learning, and active citizenship." 

ALA, with NCLIS, launched a 
national campaign to sign up 
every child for a library card.  The 
theme for the first phase of the 
campaign was "The Best Gift 
You'll Ever Give Your Child."  A 
campaign tip sheet was mailed to 
every public and elementary 
school library, with funding from 
the Reader's Digest Foundation.

On authorization of the ALA 
Executive Board, ALA President 
Regina Minudri appointed a 
special committee to review 
SCMAI procedures and charge. 
Among the recommendations 
were that the focus shift from 
arbitration to mediation and 
inquiry, that relevant ALA policies 
be gathered and reviewed, and 
that the SCMAI members receive 
regular briefing from legal counsel.

LAMA began publication of Library 
Administration & Management.

1987 OLPR (now HRDR) received the 
World Book/ALA Goal Award for 
"Recruiting Tomorrow's Leaders: An 
Invitational Pre-Conference to 
Promote Diversity."

ALSC published Learning 
Differences -- Library Directions , on 
serving the learning disabled.

ALA celebrated with "Year of the 
Reader" with a "Reader's Poll" 
distributed by more than 750 
libraries.

OLPR (now HRDR) received the 
World Book/ALA Goal Award for 
"Recruitiing Tomorrow's Leaders: 
An Invitational Pre-Conference to 
Promote Diversity."

OLPR (now HRDR) began 
publication of Library Personnel 
News  (LPN ), which would 
continue through 2003.

1988 Efforts to privatize the National 
Technical and Information Service 
were defeated.

ALA Council adopted The Resolution 
on Access to the Use of Libraries and 
Information by Individuals with 
Physical or Mental Impairment, which 
affirmed that the LBOR protected the 
information needs of persons with 
disabilities and specifically deplored 
discrimination against persons who 
test positive for HIV or have AIDS or 
AIDS-related complex.

ALA Office for Research published 
a report on "Non-Tax Sources of 
Revenue for Public Libraries," the 
results of a survey funded by the 
H.W. Wilson Foundation.

YASD (now YALSA), with co-
sponsorship from School Library 
Journal , began honoring an author 
for lifetime achievement in writing 
with a lasting appeal to young 
adults. The SLJ/YASD Author 
Achievement Award was 1st 
awarded to S.E. Hinton in 1988. In 
1991, the author became the 
Margaret A. Edwards Award, in 
honor of Margaret Alexander 
Edwards, a young adult specialist 
at the Enoch Pratt Library.

1988 ALA Council approved a policy 
recognizing a master's degree with a 
specialty in school library media from 
an NCATE-accredited program as 
"the appropriate first professional 
degree for school library media 
specialists." (policy 54.2.2)

Based on concern about the rising 
cost of serials, the Resources and 
Technical Services Division (now 
ALCTS) established a Task Force on 
the Economics of Access to Library 
Materials, to develop a strategy for 
ALA's participation on national and 
international levels in relation to the 
availability, economics and 
distribution of library materials.

ALA, in cooperation with the 
American Association of School 
Administrators, published Censorship 
and Selection: Issues and Answers 
for Schools , by Dr. Henry Reichman. 
A 2nd edition was published in 1993.

ALA Council approved a policy 
recognizing a master's degree with 
a specialty in school library media 
from an NCATE-accredited 
program as "the appropriate first 
professional degree for school 
library media specialists."

LAMA, ALSC and YASD began a 
series of regional institutes on 
"Managing Youth Services," which 
continued through 1991.

A delegation of Soviet librarians 
attended the ALA Annual 
Conference.  While in the U.S., 
they signed a protocol opening the 
way to the exchange of current 
national bibliographic data.

1988 ALA Council added a chapter on 
minority concerns to the ALA Policy 
Manual.

ALA Council adopted "Guidelines for 
Quality in Continuing Education for 
Information, Library, and Media 
Personnel," developed by SCOLE 
(Standing Committee on Library 
Education).

ALA Council approved a resolution 
calling for "immediate cessation" of 
the FBI's Library Awareness 
Program.  ALA also joined with the 
FTRF in a FOIA suit to obtain "full 
documentation" of the program.

ALA Council urged Congress to 
bar further contracting out of 
federal libraries and document 
depositories, urged OMB to 
remove library operations from it’s 
a-76 list of commercial operations, 
and asked the President's 
Commission on Privatization to 
omit libraries and depositories 
from its list of activities 
recommended for privatization.

PLA began publication of the 
Public Library Data Service 
Statistical Report , published 
annually since. 

ALA's Interational Relations 
Committee hosted the 4th bi-
national U.S./Japan Conference 
on Library and Information 
Sciences in Higher Education.

1988 With approval of the ALA Executive 
Board, ALA filed a Freedom of 
Information Act request to obtain 
information on the "FBI Library 
Awareness Program" and various 
library visitations.

The 50th anniversary of the 
Caldecott Medal was observed.

ALA President Margaret Chisholm 
focused on "Visionary Leaders for 
2020: Developing Leadership in 
Human Resources for Library and 
Information Science."

ALA published Information Power: 
Guidelines for School Library 
Media Programs,  prepared jointly 
by AASL and AECT.  A new 
edition was subsequently 
published in 1998.

ACRL held its first international 
meeting -- a meeting of its 
Western European Specialists 
Section in Florence, Italy, titled 
"Shared Resources, Shared 
Responsibilities: Librarians and 
Western European Studies in 
North America and Western 
Europe."
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1988 ALA Council approved The 
Resolution in Support of the 
International Centre on Censorship, 
affirming ALA commitment to rights 
of freedom of expression and opinion 
set forth in Article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights.

ALA received a grant from the 
DeWitt Wallace Reader's Digest 
Fund for AASL, in collaboration 
with the Public Education Network 
(PEN),  to coordinate the National 
Library Power Program.  The 
program, based on Information 
Power: Guidelines for School 
Library Media Programs , ran 
through 1998.

1989 The final report of the presidential 
Committee on Information Literacy 
defined it as the ability to find, 
analyze, and use information.  The 
National Forum on Information 
Literacy was established.

ALA (& others) filed suit to enjoin 
enforcement of the Child Protection 
and Obscenity Enforcement Act of 
1988.  The U.S. District Court struck 
down most provisions of the law.

The final report of the presidential 
Committee on Information Literacy 
defined it as the ability to find, 
analyze, and use information.

YASD and [?] produced a position 
paper-- "Kids Need Libraries: 
School and Public Libraries 
Preparing the Young of Today for 
the World of Tomorrow." -- in 
preparation for the 2nd White 
House Conference on Library and 
Information Services.  ALA youth 
divisions lobbied intensively for 
WHCLIS support for the Omnibus 
Youth Literacy Through Libraries 
Bill.

The PIO Advisory Committee was 
established.  In 1995, the name 
was changed to Public Awareness 
Committee.

ALA Council approved creation of 
the Standing Committee on 
Review, Inquiry and Mediation 
(SCRIM), to replace SCMAI. 
SCRIM developed a policy 
document (approved by ALA 
Council in 1990) and procedures.  
Between 1990-1991, it received 
and acted on 12 cases.

YASD published Youth 
Participation in Libraries: A 
Training Manual.

At a meeting in Paris, ALA, along 
with the Library Association (UK), 
Canadian Library Association, The 
British Library and the Library of 
Congress signed an agreement 
forming the Committee of 
Principals with "final responsibility 
for all policies and programmes 
relating to the Anglo-American 
cataloguing rules."  Copyright is 
vested in the three associations.  
The agreement was amended in 
1991 to add the National Library of 
Canada to the Committee of 
Principals.

ALA Council approved a revised 
(current) Policies of the American 
Library Association in Relation to 
Its Membership Divisions. (Policy 
6.4)

1989 OLPR produced Each One-Reach 
One: Recruiting for the Profession 
Action Handbook

The ALA Council established a 
Coordinating Committee on Access 
to Information, "…to facilitate the 
development and maintenance of a 
comprehensive set of information 
access policies for ALA; to promote 
communication on access issues 
among ALA units and suggest areas 
for coordination; to monitor access 
activities outside ALA; to support and 
develop coalitions; and, to identify 
needed research on access 
issues...."

ALA Council approved an 
Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights: Access for Children and 
Young People to Videotapes and 
other Nonprint Formats .  The 
interpretation supported unabridged 
access to videos as well as books.

The ALA Literacy Assembly was 
established and charged "to 
establish a focal point within ALA 
that will emphasize the 
Association's continuing 
commitment to literacy…."  

The National Library Week 
Partners became the National 
Partners for Libraries and Literacy.

ALA Council acted to encourage 
state associations to consider 
minimum salary guidelines and 
publish lists and sources of salary 
surveys.

ALA and the Center for the Book 
at the Library of Congress 
sponsored "Learning Opportunities 
for Children: Libraries and Their 
Partners," a national symposium.  

1989 OLPR produced Occupational 
Entry: Library and Information 
Science Students' Attitudes, 
Demographics and Aspirations 
Survey .

A pre-WHCLIS "position paper" in 
American Libraries defined the 
rationale for ALA's engagement in 
national policy advocacy: "Today's 
public libraries and increasingly those 
of the future must be enabled to 
function within a nationwide and 
even global information 
infrastructure. In a world increasingly 
dependent upon knowledge and the 
ability to acquire it, the problems of 
those with limited access to 
information will only be 
exacerbated...."

The 3rd edition of the Intellectual 
Freedom Manual  was published.

A broad-based coalition, including 
ALA (AASL, ACRL, PLA) was 
formed -- the National Forum on 
Information Literacy, chaired by 
Patricia Senn Breivik.  <check 
starting date - PLA participation>

A pre-WHCLIS position paper 
articulated the reasons for a 
federal role "in support of an 
informed public": to address 
national needs, provide benefits 
across political jurisdictions, level 
state and local funds, address 
infrastructure needs, forge 
coalitions for public good, serve 
populations that only reach 
"critical mass" nationally, 
implement federal policies, 
disseminate federal information, 
support programs that are "more 
cost effective at the national level" 
and "encourage programs that 
benefit many types of libraries."

ALA Council established the 
Public Information Office Advisory 
Committee.

ALA Council opposed mandatory 
AIDS screening of library 
employees.

AASL and NCLIS cosponsored a 
national invitational symposium 
"Information Literacy and 
Education for the 21st Century: 
Toward an Agenda for Action."
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1989 ALA Council approved The 
Resolution in Support of Linguistic 
Pluralism, opposing any legislation 
that would restrict diversity in library 
collections and urging library 
services (and collections) in 
languages commonly used within a 
community.

ALA Council approved The 
Resolution in Support of Linguistic 
Pluralism, opposing any legislation 
that would restrict diversity in library 
collections and urging library 
services (and collections) in 
languages commonly used within a 
community.

In response to a 1998 Minority 
Concerns Committee report on 
discrimination in library services 
based on language or economic 
status, the IFC committed to 
reviewing all Interpretations  to assure 
inclusion of "the concepts of freedom 
of access to information and libraries 
without limitation by language or 
economic status." Several 
Interpretations  were subsequently 
revised: Access to Resources and 
Services in the School Library Media 
Program; Challenged Materials; 
Diversity in Collection Development; 
and Expurgation of Library Materials .

ALA and Bell Atlantic launched "A 
Partnership to Fight Illiteracy," a 
family literacy project "to improve 
the basic reading skills of hundreds 
of parents and children, create a 
network of trained family literacy 
providers, and encourage the 
development of similar, community-
based programs nationwide."

National Library Week theme:  
"Ask a professional; ask a 
librarian"

ALA published a pre-WHCLIS  II 
paper:  "Kids Need Libraries: 
School and Public Libraries 
Preparing the Youth of Today for 
the World of Tomorrow," tp 
provide a framework for 
discussion of issues related to 
improvement of library services to 
young people.

1989 AASL and NCLIS cosponsored a 
national invitational symposium 
"Information Literacy and Education 
for the 21st Century: Toward an 
Agenda for Action."

The National Library Week 
Partners became the National 
Partners for Libraries and Literacy.

1990 Addressing Ethnic and Cultural 
Diversity; A Report on Activities of 
the American Library Association, 
1986-1989 , compiled by Sibyl 
Moses, was published.

A Taskforce on Privacy and 
Confidentiality was formed. Their final 
report urged ALA to strengthen 
existing statements in such areas as 
"pervasive gathering of 'marketing 
information'…and the 'tracking of 
online usage by third parties.'" ALA 
was also urged to revise existing 
privacy policies to include internet 
privacy. < add Access to Electronic 
Information, Services, and Networks: 
An Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights -- date?>

At the 1990 Annual Conference, 
the International Relations 
Committee recommended that 
ALA not endorse a report from the 
American Association of 
Publishers (AAP): The Starvation 
of Young Black Minds: The Effects 
of Book Boycotts in South Africa , 
which proposed lifting the boycott 
on books.  The Intellectual 
Freedom Committee concluded 
"there is an inadequate basis in 
existing policy to respond to the 
myriad of international situations 
before us," and objected to 
"unsubstantiated charges and 
accusations" about the report and 
its authors.  ALA Council 
reaffirmed its current policies and 
did not endorse the AAP report.

1991 ALA Council adopted "Library 
Services to the Poor": "…it is crucial 
that libraries recognize their role in 
enabling poor people to participate 
fully in a democratic society, by 
utilizing a wide variety of available 
resources and strategies."

2nd WHCLIS The ALA Executive Board, on the 
advice of legal counsel, voted to 
recommend to the ALA Council 
that SCRIM be abolished.  The 
ALA Council subsequently 
abolished SCRIM.

ALA Council approves the ALA 
Preservation Policy.
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1991 The LITA/OCLC Minority 
Scholarship was established.

The Library and Information 
Technology Association (LITA) 
published Citizen Rights and Access 
to Electronic Information.

ALA adopted "Policy Concerning 
Confidentiality of Personally 
Identifiable Information about Library 
Users."

ALA President Patricia Glass 
Schuman launched Library 
Advocacy Now! (LAN) training.

ALA Council adopted a statement 
on "Decade of the 
Librarian,"calling on ALA to "shift 
its major focus from libraries to 
librarians" through a number of 
strategies including an expanded 
recruitment and more 
scholarships, increased dialogue 
between educators and 
practitioners and a strengthened 
research base, creation of a 
workforce reflecting a pluralistic 
society, improving compensation 
for librarians by reaching decision-
makers with information and by 
providing a toolkit for librarians to 
use, increasing recognition for 
librarians as information 
professionals in a changing 
society.

PLA's Priority Concerns, identified 
by members, were: adequate 
funding for public libraries, 
improved management of public 
libraries, recognition of the 
importance of all library staff, 
recruitment/education/training, 
effective use of technology, 
intellectual freedom, improved 
access to library resources, 
effective communication with the 
nonlibrary world.

1991 ALA Council approved, as ALA 
policy, Article 19 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights of the 
U.N. General Assembly: "Everyone 
has a right to freedom of opinion and 
expression; this right includes 
freedom to hold opinions without 
interference and to seek, receive, and 
impart information and ideas through 
any media regardless of frontiers."

National Library Week theme: 
"Read. Succeed. Kids Who Read 
Succeed"

The Special Committee on Library 
Closings recommended that the 
ALA Executive Board not 
undertake a broad-based 
commission to study school 
closings but "initiate an action 
program that will (a) recast the 
image of the functions of library 
and information science as vital to 
society in the information age; and 
(b) influence the direction of library 
and information science education 
in the modern age."  The Board 
endorsed the report, which was 
forwarded to the ALA Standing 
Committee on Library Education.

The Margaret A. Edwards Award 
in inaugurated (previously the 
SLJ/YASD Author Achievement 
Award, begun in 1986).

1992 The ALA Recruitment Assembly 
was formed, with emphasis on 
recruitment for diversity.

ALA, with Council approval, issued 
new Standards for Accreditation , 
which noted: "A school's mission is 
relevant to master's program review; 
when the school offers other 
educational programs, the 
contribution of those programs is also 
relevant. A school may seek 
accreditation for more than one 
graduate program of education in 
library and information studies leading 
to a master's degree; when that is 
done, the goals and objectives of each 
program and their interrelationships 
are to be presented....The 
requirements of these Standards 
apply regardless of forms or locations 
of delivery of a program."

ALA President Patricia G. Schuman 
held a "conference-within-a-
conference" to focus on "Your Right 
To Know: Librarians Make It 
Happen": "We will not live in a true 
information society unless -- and until 
-- we ensure that people have 
access not only to information, but to 
cultural content.  We will not live in a 
true information society unless -- and 
until --- people have the skills and 
the resources to use this content. 
We will not live in a true information 
society unless -- and until -- public 
policy makers recognize that an 
informed citizenry is a public good 
that benefits us all.  We will not live 
in a true information society, we will 
not achieve equal opportunity and 
justice, unless -- and until -- all 
people have the library services they 
need to learn, live, work, participate, 
and enjoy our democracy."

The 4th edition of the Intellectual 
Freedom Manual  was published.

The "Call for America's Libraries: 
Say Yes to Your Right to Know!" 
campaign is launched. The 
campaign included a month-long 
series of radio "rallies" and the 
public was urged to use a special 
800 number to "Say Yes to Your 
Right to Know."  The campaign 
rallied 10,000 during its first week.  
National Library Week theme:  
"Your Right to Know: Librarians 
Make It Happen"

ALA, with Council approval, issued 
new Standards for Accreditation, 
which noted: "A school's mission 
is relevant to master's program 
review; when the school offers 
other educational programs, the 
contribution of those programs is 
also relevant. A school may seek 
accreditation for more than one 
graduate program of education in 
library and information studies 
leading to a master's degree; 
when that is done, the goals and 
objectives of each program and 
their interrelationships are to be 
presented....The requirements of 
these Standards apply regardless 
of forms or locations of delivery of 
a program."

ACRL revised Standards for 
Faculty Status for College and 
University Librarians.  By a vote of 
the ALA Council (1993 Midwinter 
Meeting), the revised Standards 
was incorporated into the ALA 
Policy Manual. 

ALA president Marilyn Miller, with 
Council approval, appointed the 
ALA Self-Study Committee.  
Phase I was conducted by 
Consensus Management Group 
and focused on roles and 
responsibilities of the ALA Council, 
ALA Executive Board and ALA 
Executive Director.  Phase 2, from 
the OSSC (1995), included 
recommendations relating to the 
management and governance of 
the Association.  It also included 
controversial structural 
recommendations.
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1992 The Americans with Disability Act 
Assembly was established within 
ASCLA.

ACRL College Libraries Section 
launched a library directors mentoring 
program.

The Americans with Disability Act 
Assembly was established within 
ASCLA.

ALA OIF tracked more than 600 
cases of attempted censorship.

YASD became the Young Adult 
Library Services Association. That 
same year, with support from the 
ALA/World Book Goal Award, 
YALSA began its "Serving the 
Underserved: Customer Service 
for Young Adults in Public 
Librarie" project.

1992 ALA participated in the America 
2000 Library Partnership, a U.S. 
Department of Education initiative 
to promote the role of libraries in 
helping communities achieve 
national education goals.

AASL received a major grant from 
the DeWitt Wallce-Reader's Digest 
Fund to coordinate the National 
Library Power Program.

1993 NCATE approved the first set of 
ALA/AASL "Curriculum Guidelines for 
the School Library Media Specialist 
Basic Program."  Revised standards 
were approved in 2003.

ALA and LITA, in collaboration with 
CLR and with support from the 
National Science  Foundation, held 
an invitational Forum for National 
Library Associations: 
"Telecommunications and 
Information Infrastructure Policy 
Issues."  It resulted in publication of 
"Principles for the Development of 
the National Information 
Infrastructure (NII)."

ALA Council approved the Resolution 
on Gay Rights and Materials  and the 
Resolution Reaffirming the Library Bill 
of Rights to Include Gender and 
Sexual Orientation .  Council directed 
IFC to propose an Interpretation; 
Access to Library Resources and 
Services Regardless of Gender or 
Sexual Orientation  was subsequently 
adopted.

The Government Printing Office 
Electronic Access Act was signed 
by President Clinton in June, 
1993, marking a major victory in 
the fight for access to government 
information.

National Library Week theme:  
"Libraries Change Lives" (also 
1994, 1995)

NCATE approved the first set of 
ALA/AASL "Curriculum Guidelines 
for the School Library Media 
Specialist Basic Program."  
Revised standards were approved 
in 2003.

A new edition of Directions for 
Library Service to Young Adults 
was published, developed by 
YALSA to provide a framework for 
services to teens in schools and 
public libraries.  It would be 
updated again in 2002.

1993 ALA Council adopted Economic 
Barriers to Information Access and 
Access to Library Resources: An 
Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights , and Services Regarding 
Gender or Sexual Orientation: An 
Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights .

ASCLA received a grant from the 
Library of Congress to revise 
"Standards for the Library of 
Congress Network of Libraries for the 
Blind and Physically Handicapped."

ALA Council adopted Economic 
Barriers to Information Access and 
Access to Library Resources: An 
Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights , and Services Regarding 
Gender or Sexual Orientation: An 
Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights .

ALA (OLOS) received two grants for 
literacy projects extending through 
1994: the ALA Cargill Partners for 
Family Literacy project (Read All 
About it….Together) and the 
Viburnum Foundation rural library 
family literacy project.

The Excellence in Service to 
Young Adults Project, a triennial 
YALSA event including grants and 
publications, began.

1993 Project Century 21: A Research and 
Action Program for Meeting the 
Needs of Society  was issued by a 
special committee appointed by ALA 
President Marilyn Miller.

1993 ALA joined with more than 60 public 
interest groups to form the 
Telecommunications Policy 
Roundtable.

1994 IFC developed Guidelines for the 
Development and Implementation of 
Policies, Regulations and Procedures 
Affecting Access to Library Materials, 
Services and Facilities.

The Interlibrary Loan Code for the 
U.S. was established.  The code 
was revised in 2001.

1994 The LITA/LSSI Minority Scholarship 
was established.

The Intellectual Freedom Action 
Network was established.

ALA and Bell Atlantic co-sponsored 
a traveling literacy exhibit: "Read to 
someone you love. Literacy begins 
at home." It opened at the Free 
Library of Philadelphia.

ALA adopted a Research and 
Statistics Policy Statement (policy 
57).  

1994 Elizabeth Martinez became the 1st 
Hispanic-American to serve as ALA 
Executive Director.

Booklinks , a companion 
publication to Booklist , focused on 
connecting books, libraries and 
classrooms, began publication.
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1995 ALA helped found the Digital Future 
Coalition to respond to the emerging 
"digital agenda" of the recording, 
motion picture and publishing 
industries.

The initial Leadership Development 
Institute, providing training in 
techniques for resisting censorship 
challenges, was held, with funding 
from the Nathan Cummings 
Foundation.

The Office for Library Outreach 
Services became the Office for 
Literacy and Outreach Services.

 The ALA Research and Statistics 
Assembly was established.

In response to controversial 
structural recommendations from 
OSSC, ALA Council established 
an Ad Hoc Task Force on 
Structure Revision, which reported 
to Council in 1997.

1995 ALA Council adopted "Vision ALA 
Goal 2000 -- Intellectual 
Participation" as a five-year initiative.  
It envisioned that ALA would be 
identified as the voice for "intellectual 
participation."  As part of the 
implementation of ALA Goal 2000, 
the ALA Office for Information 
Technology Policy was established 
and charged to conduct research & 
analysis, focusing on the 
implications of information 
technology and information policies 
on libraries & their users, to educate 
ALA's members about the impact of 
information policies on libraries & 
their users, to advocate for ALA's 
information policy in non-legislative 
arenas, and to engage in "strategic 
outlook to anticipate technological 
change, particularly as it presents 
policy challenges to libraries and 
library users."

ALA launched "The Librarians Guide 
to Cyberspace for Parents and Kids," 
with advice for parents and a 
selection of "50+ Great Sites for 
Parents and Kids," developed by 
ALSC, AASL and YALSA.

As part of the implementation of 
ALA Goal 2000, the ALA Office for 
Information Technology Policy 
was established. OITP is charged 
to conduct research & analysis, 
focusing on the implications for 
information technology & 
information policies on libraries & 
their users; educate ALA members 
about the impact of information 
policies on libraries & their users; 
advocate for ALA's information 
policy in non-legislative arenas; 
and, engage in "strategic outlook 
to anticipate technological change, 
particularly as it presents policy 
challenges to libraries and library 
users."

As part of the implementation of 
ALA Goal 2000, the ALA Office for 
Information Technology Policy 
was established. OITP is charged 
to conduct research & analysis, 
focusing on the implications for 
information technology & 
information policies on libraries & 
their users; educate ALA members 
about the impact of information 
policies on libraries & their users; 
advocate for ALA's information 
policy in non-legislative arenas; 
and, engage in "strategic outlook 
to anticipate technological change, 
particularly as it presents policy 
challenges to libraries and library 
users."  A standing Advisory 
Committee was also established.

1995 ALA's 1995-2000 legislative agenda 
articulated the Association's "digital 
divide" concerns: "The [ALA's] 
legislative agenda is based on the 
belief that libraries are key to 
providing fair and equitable access to 
information in the 21st 
century… .[E]very library should be a 
major, interconnected, information 
access point for the widest range of 
information seekers, particularly 
those who have no other way onto 
the information superhighway.. .[ALA 
should] seek appropriate and 
affordable telecommunications rates 
and financing for libraries...[and] 
explore the potential of universal 
service as a means of ensuring 
some level of equal access for all 
segments of the public...."

ALA, PLA and the Technology 
Resources Institute worked with 
Microsoft on the 
Microsoft/Libraries Online project 
(through 1998)  Microsoft 
committed more than $15 million 
in grants and software to enhance 
computer access at over 200 
public libraries.
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1996 In response to a report from the 
Council Committee on Minority 
Concerns (CCMC -- now COD), 
Council directed CCMC to begin 
work on a campaign to build a $1M 
endowment to fund minority 
scholarships.

PLA and LAMA proposed a Certified 
Public Library Administrator program. 

ALA President Betty Turock 
convened a summit: "A Nation 
Connected: Defining the Public 
Interest in the Information 
Superhighway."

ALA filed suit challenging the 
constitutionality of The 
Communications Decency Act, part 
of the Telecommunications Reform 
Act of 1996. The Act was aimed at 
keeping "indecent" material from 
anyone under 18; the term "indecent" 
was not defined in legislation. The 
ACLU also filed suit.  The two suits 
were subsequently consolidated 
under the title ACLU v. Reno.   A 
lower court declared CDA 
unconstitutional. <Citizens Internet 
Empowerment Coalition>

Even Anchors Need Lifelines: Public 
Libraries in Adult Literacy, a study 
by Gail Spangenberg, sponsored by 
The Center for the Book in the 
Library of Congress, listed ALA 
among the groups that needed to 
"speak out" in the area of adult 
literacy.

In response to a report from the 
Council Committee on Minority 
Concerns (CCMC -- now COD), 
Council directed CCMC to begin 
work on a campaign to build a 
$1M endowment to fund minority 
scholarships.

PLA members voted to replace 
PLA sections with special interest 
clusters -- Library Services, 
Library Development, Issues and 
Concerns.  The bylaws changes 
took effect with the close of the 
1998 ALA Annual Conference.

1996 LAMA established the Cultural 
Diversity Grant

The  Library Services and 
Technology Act (replacing LSCA) 
was passed, which increased focus 
on information access through 
technology and on information 
empowerment through special 
services. Library programs also 
moved from the Department of 
Education to the new Institute of 
Museum and Library Services.

ALA Council adopted Access to 
Electronic Information, Services, and 
Networks ,  an Interpretation of the 
LBOR.

The  Library Services and 
Technology Act (replacing LSCA) 
was passed, within the Museum 
and Library Services Act, which 
increased focus on information 
access through technology and on 
information empowerment through 
special services. Library programs 
also moved from the Department 
of Education to the new Institute of 
Museum and Library Services.

The Reference and Adult Services 
Division became the Reference 
and User Services Association.

1996 Deborah Taylor became the first 
African-American president of 
YALSA.

As part of the implementation of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, the 
Universal Service Program for 
Schools and Libraries (the "e-rate" 
program) was established; 
implementation was supported by 
ALA, working with the Education and 
Library Networks Coalition (EdLINC) 
and others.  Also as part of the 
Telecommunications Act of 1996, 
Congress enacted and President 
Clinton signed the Communications 
Decency Act.

The 5th edition of the Intellectual 
Freedom Manual  was published.

As part of the implementation of 
the Telecommunications Act of 
1996, the Universal Service 
Program for Schools and Libraries 
(the "e-rate" program) was 
established; implementation was 
supported by ALA, working with 
the Education and Library 
Networks Coalition (EdLINC) and 
others.

The RUSA Board  approved 
Guidelines for Behaviorial 
Performance of Reference and 
Information Service Professionals.

1996 ASCLA began Roads to Learning , 
$663,000 project funded by the 
Tremaine Foundatin, to assist public 
libraries in serving people with 
learning disabilities. (to 2001)

ALA Council adopted Access to 
Electronic Information Services and 
Networks: An Interpretation of the 
Library Bill of Rights.

ALA Council adopted Access to 
Electronic Information Services and 
Networks: An Interpretation of the 
Library Bill of Rights.

ASCLA began Roads to Learning , 
$663,000 project funded by the 
Tremaine Foundatin, to assist public 
libraries in serving people with 
learning disabilities. (to 2001)

AASL started KidsConnect, an 
online question and answer 
service, with a team of more than 
200 volunteer school library media 
specialists.
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1997 The ALA Executive Board approved 
the Spectrum Initiative, a 
recruitment and scholarship plan.  
The 3-year initiative would provide 
50 $5,000 scholarships/year to 
students from 4 under-represented 
groups, fund an annual Spectrum 
Leadership Institute, provide 
mentoring, fund development of 
recruitment materials, and provide 
additional staff to support the 
initiative.  To support the initiative, 
the Board authorized use of the 
return on more than $3M 
endowment principal.  The 
Spectrum Initiative was 
subsequently extended for a 4th 
year. An active campaign, which 
merged with the Council-initiated 
(1996) campaign, was begun to 
build the Spectrum Endowment, to 
sustain the effort following the end 
of the initiative.

The ALA Committee on Education 
(previously SCOLE) developed a draft 
design for a searchable 
"clearinghouse" database on 
continuing professional education.

At Council's request, the IFC 
developed a Q&A document 
supplementing the Interpretation on 
Access to Electronic Information, 
Services, and Networks , focused on 
the rights of users and equity of 
access.

In a 9-0 decision, the U.S. Supreme 
Court declared the Communications 
Decency Act unconstitutional.  The 
U.S. Supreme Court affirmed (9-0) 
that "communications on the Internet 
deserve the highest level of 
constitutional protection."

ACRL created the Institute for 
Information Literacy, charged with 
preparing librarians to become 
effective teachers in information 
literacy programs, as well as 
supporting that work and forging 
coalitions within the education 
community.

"Shaping the Debate: Influencing 
Decision Makers" legislative 
advocacy training was offered for 
the first time.

The ALA Executive Board 
approved the Spectrum Initiative, 
a recruitment and scholarship 
plan.  The 3-year initiative would 
provide 50 $5,000 
scholarships/year to students from 
4 under-represented groups, fund 
an annual Spectrum Leadership 
Institute, provide mentoring, fund 
development of recruitment 
materials, and provide additional 
staff to support the initiative.  To 
support the initiative, the Board 
authorized use of the return on 
more than $3M endowment 
principal.  The Spectrum Initiative 
was subsequently extended for a 
4th year. An active campaign, 
which merged with the Council-
initiated (1996) campaign, was 
begun to build the Spectrum 
Endowment, to sustain the effort 
following the end of the initiative.

ALA President Barbara Ford used 
"Global Reach/Local Touch" as 
the theme for her presidency.

Six Round Tables representatives 
were added to the ALA Council, 
based on the recommendation of 
the Ad Hoc Structure Revision 
Task Force.

1997 OLOS initiated the Diversity Fair at 
ALA Annual Conference, 
highlighting "diversity in action" 
initiatives from outreach librarians.

ALA Council approved the Resolution 
on the Use of Filtering Software in 
Libraries : "That the American Library 
Association affirms that the use of 
filtering software by libraries to block 
access to constitutionally protected 
speech violates The Library Bill of 
Rights ."

The ALA/Lila Wallace-Reader's 
Digest Fund Initiative -- Literacy in 
Libraries Across American (LILAA), 
led to development of a broad ALA 
strategic plan for improving 
Association support for librarians 
addressing literacy issues.

ALA worked to ensure that 
libraries and library materials were 
included in the "America Reads 
Challenge" legislation.

A "Kids Connect @ the Library" 
Contest was sponsored in 
connection with National Library 
Week, with sponsorship from 
Suave.

The ALA Executive Board 
appointed an Outsourcing Task 
Force, charged to gather 
information, review ALA policies, 
and prepare a report advising the 
Association on issues related to 
outsourcing or privatization. 

1997 Diversity is included in ALA's Key 
Action Areas.

Education and Continuous Learning is 
included as one of ALA's Key Action 
Areas.

Equity of Access is included as one 
of ALA's Key Action Areas.

ALA participated in the 
Internet/Online Summit: Focus on 
Children  in Washington DC.

21st Century Literacy is included as 
one of ALA's Key Action Areas.

A new Reading Excellence Act 
was passed and funded at $260 
million, including opportunities for 
both school and public libraries.

1998 Sandra Rios Balderrama became 
ALA's 1st Diversity Officer.

The ALA Executive Board received a 
proposal from PLA, LAMA and 
ASCLA for a "Certified Public Library 
Administrator" program; the proposal 
was referred to the ALA Committee on 
Education.

ALA participated as a non-
governmental organization in 
negotiations of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization copyright 
treaties leading to passage of the 
1998 Digital Millennium Copyright 
Act (DCMA).

IFC developed Guidelines and 
Considerations for Developing a 
Public Library Internet Use Policy.

ALA began funding a Literacy 
Officer position, within OLOS.

ALA participated as a non-
governmental organization in 
negotiations of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization 
copyright treaties leading to 
passage of the 1998 Digital 
Millennium Copyright Act (DCMA).

 ALA's Young Adult Library 
Services Association (YALSA), 
Public Information Office and ALA 
Graphics collaborated to begin 
Teen Read Week.

The ALA Executive Board received 
a proposal from PLA, LAMA and 
ASCLA for a "Certified Public 
Library Administrator" program; 
the proposal was referred to the 
ALA Committee on Education.

ALA ORS participated in the LRRT 
Research Seminar I

ALA began recruiting attendace of 
foreign librarians for the ALA 
Midwinter Meeting and ALA 
Annual Conference.

1998 ALA Council approved ALA's 5 Key 
Action Areas (reapproved annually)

ALA Council approved ALA's 5 Key 
Action Areas (reapproved annually)

ALA Council approved ALA's 5 Key 
Action Areas (reapproved annually)

ALA Council approved ALA's 5 Key 
Action Areas (reapproved annually)

ALA/AASL published Information 
Literacy Standards for Student 
Learning.

ALA joined with AOL to conduct a 
series of "Internet Driver's 
Education" programs at libraries.  
With support from AOL, almost a 
million copies of The Librarian's 
Guide to Cyberspace  were 
distributed.

The Independent Librarians 
Exchange Round Table (ILERT) 
joined ASCLA.

ALA International Relations Office 
is reestablished, using ALA 
General Fund support.
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1998 OLOS Advisory Committee 
established the Jean E. Coleman 
Library Outreach Lecture, with a 
featured speaker addressing 
outreach to traditionally underserved 
populations, at Annual Conference.

ALA/YALSA and the ALA Public 
Information Office launch Teen 
Read Week, an adolescent literacy 
initiative focused on getting teens to 
read "for the fun of it."

ALA/YALSA and the ALA Public 
Information Office launch Teen 
Read Week, an adolescent literacy 
initiative focused on getting teens 
to read "for the fun of it."

YALSA published a new edition of 
Young Adults Deserve the Best: 
Competencies for Librarians 
Serving Young Adults  -- first 
published in 1981. The 
competencies statement is again 
under revision in 2003.

ALA published Information Power: 
Building Partnerships for Learning, 
school library media program 
guidelines prepared jointly by 
AASL and AECT.  The guidelines 
were tied to AASL's  Information 
Literacy Standards for   Student 
Learning.

ALA delegations participated in 
bookfairs in Harare, Zimbadwe, 
and Guadalajara, Mexico.  At its 
own annual conference, ALA held 
a global literacy fair.

1998 ALA Council approved ALA's 5 Key 
Action Areas (reapproved annually)

A poll conducted by the Gallup 
Organization showed that 66% of 
Americans used a library at least 
once a year and that 65% had 
consulted a librarian.  The poll 
also showed a 13% increase in 
library visitors since the 1977 poll.

ACRL published the final edition of 
University Library Statistics (1996-
97) and initiated Academic Library 
Trends and Statistics , an annual, 
comprehensive data collection 
effort.

1998 AASL began publication of 
Knowledge Quest .

1998 AASL collaborated with the 
Alliance for Curriculum Reform in 
the development of the National 
Study of School Evaluation's 
(NSSE) guide for program 
evaluation of school library media 
services -- Program Evaluation: 
Library Media Services, one 
volume of the study's Indicators of 
Quality Program Evaluation 
series.

1999 ALA convened the 1st Congress on 
Professional Education, focusing in 
initial preparation for librarianship. 
Recommendations included 
development of a statement of core 
competencies, a coordinated 
approach to post-MLIS certification, 
exploration of a possible center for 
continuing education and 
development, and broader 
dissemination of research and its 
implications for practice.

The ALA Washington Office/OITP 
initiated a copyright education 
program.

ALA Council adopted the statement 
Libraries: An American Value.

ACRL launched the annual 3-day 
Immersion Program to enhance 
teaching skills and develop campus-
wide information literacy programs.

The ALA Washington Office/OITP 
initiated a copyright education 
program.

ALSC joined with Ameritech 
Foundation and North Central 
Regional Educational Laboratory 
to promote ParenTech, a project 
to educate middle school students 
and their parents about the use 
and impact of new technology in 
school, at work and in daily living.

ALA convened the 1st Congress 
on Professional Education, 
focusing in initial preparation for 
librarianship. Recommendations 
included development of a 
statement of core competencies, a 
coordinated approach to post-
MLIS certification, exploration of a 
possible center for continuing 
education and development, and 
broader dissemination of research 
and its implications for practice.

ACRL launched the annual 3-day 
Immersion Program to enhance 
teaching skills and develop 
campus-wide information literacy 
programs.

The AASL National Conference 
was held in conjunction with the 
International Association of School 
Librarians, in Birmingham [AL]
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1999 The ALA Office for Diversity was 
established.

The Final Report of the Outsourcing 
Task Force was presented.  ALA 
Council acted to "reaffirm" the 
following "fundamental values" in the 
context of outsourcing /privatization: 
That libraries are an essential public 
good and are fundamental institutions 
in a democratic society; That 
intellectual freedom is a basic 
democratic privilege, and that ALA 
defends the right of library users to 
read, seek information and speak 
freely, as guaranteed by the 1st 
Amendment; That any outsourcing 
activity in libraries must be compatible 
with ALA advocacy of policies that 
support libraries as democratic 
institutions serving people of all ages, 
income levels and races, and 
providing the range of information 
resources needed to live, learn, 
govern and work.

ALA participated in GetNetWise, a 
publicf service project of the 
Internet industry corporations and 
public interest organizations, 
focused on helping families have a 
safe, educational, positive online 
experience.  ALA became a 
member of the GetNetWise 
governing body.

The Final Report of the 
Outsourcing Task Force was 
presented.  ALA Council acted to 
"reaffirm" the following 
"fundamental values" in the 
context of outsourcing / 
privatization: That libraries are an 
essential public good and are 
fundamental institutions in a 
democratic society; That 
intellectual freedom is a basic 
democratic privilege, and that ALA 
defends the right of library users 
to read, seek information and 
speak freely, as guaranteed by 
the 1st Amendment; That any 
outsourcing activity in libraries 
must be compatible with ALA 
advocacy of policies that support 
libraries as democratic institutions 
serving people of all ages, income 
levels and races, and providing 
the range of information resources 
needed to live, learn, govern and 
work.

ACRL partnered with the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education to 
sponsor the ACRL/Harvard 
Leadership Institute, since offered 
annually.

1999 ALA Council directed the IFC to 
review the Library Bill of Rights as it 
relates to outsourcing & privatization, 
and all ALA units were encouraged to 
develop decision-making guidelines 
for libraries and local jurisdictions 
addressing these issues.  ALA was 
urged to undertake a study of the 
impact of outsourcing & privatization 
on library services and management.

AASL launched the 
FamiliesConnect online course -- 
a set of resources to help families 
guide their children's Internet use -
during National Library Week.

ALA Council directed the IFC to 
review the Library Bill of Rights as 
it relates to outsourcing & 
privatization, and all ALA units 
were encouraged to develop 
decision-making guidelines for 
libraries and local jurisdictions 
addressing these issues.  ALA was 
urged to undertake a study of the 
impact of outsourcing & 
privatization on library services 
and management.

The ALA Standards Manual was 
revised by the Standards Review 
Committee. 

1999 ALA published Coping With 
Challenges: Strategies and Tips for 
All Types of Libraries (2d ed.), 
including "Kids and Libraries: What 
You Should Know."

ALA published Coping With 
Challenges: Strategies and Tips 
for All Types of Libraries  (2d ed.), 
including "Kids and Libraries: 
What You Should Know."

PLA began Tech Notes  to provide 
timely information on technical 
issues confronted by the public 
library community.  Tech Notes 
was developed in conjunction with 
a PLA publication -- Wired for the 
Future: Developing Your Liibrary 
Technology Plan.

1999 The National Library Week theme 
was Read! Learn! Connect! @ the 
Library.  Libraries nationwide 
participated in a national photo 
contest -- Beyond Words: 
Celebrating America's Libraries.

1999 ALA joined the National Education 
Association and other groups in 
Read Across America -- a call for 
every child to be reading with an 
adult on March 2, the 95th 
anniversary of Dr. Seuss's birth.
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2000 The ASCLA Century Scholarship 
designed to recruit people with 
disabililities to the profession, was 
established.

ALA convened the 2nd Congress on 
Professional Education, focusing on 
continuing professional development.  
Among the recommendations were a 
web-based "clearinghouse," 
documentation of the organizational & 
economic impacts of continuing 
education; exploration of the 
integration of a 501(c)6 organization 
(incld. certification) with the 
development of competencies and 
professional development programs, 
establishment of a "venue and 
mechanism" for sustained 
collaboration and communication, and 
establishment of an ALA Office for 
Continuing Professional Development.

The Children's Internet Protection Act 
(CIPA) was signed into law 
December 21, 2000 (as part of a 
major spending bill -- H.R. 4577), to 
go into effect April 20, 2001, placing 
restrictions on use of funding 
available through the Library Services 
and Technology Act, Title III of the 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act, and the Universal Service 
discount program (e-rate), in the form 
of requirements that schools and 
libraries have acceptable use policies 
and technology to block certain 
material from being accessed on the 
Internet.  

ALA Council established the 
Literacy Committee. Initial 
appointments were made for  2001-
2002.

Teen Read Week was inaugurated YALSA developed the first 
"members only" segment of the 
ALA website.

2000 ACRL received an IMLS National 
Leadership grant to develop tools 
and training to assist librarians in 
assessing student learning 
outcomes in information literacy 
courses.  

ALA published Libraries and the 
Internet Toolkit.

LAMA offered its first LAMA 
National Institute.

2000 ALA helped found a diverse coalition 
to fight adoption of UCITA in the 
states.

The 20th anniversary of Banned 
Books Week was celebrated -- 
September 20-30.

ALA/ACRL published Information 
Literacy Competency Standards for 
Higher Education; the Standards 
were endorsed by AAHE.

2001 ALA Council approved the "Library 
Services for People with Disabilities" 
policy.

The ALA Committee on Education 
reported to ALA Council on the 
proposed "Certified Public Library 
Administrator" program, noting that 
ALA could not, itself, be the 
instrument for certification of 
librarians.  ALA Council supported the 
establishment of an allied professional 
association: "Toward fulfillment of its 
declared mission to provide 
leadership for the development, 
promotion, and improvement of the 
profession of librarianship, the 
American Library Association will 
establish an allied professional 
association to certify individual 
librarians in areas of specialization 
beyond the ALA-recognized masters 
degree."

ALA Council approved the "Library 
Services for People with Disabilities" 
policy.

At their Midwinter Meeting, the ALA 
Executive Board voted to file suit to 
prevent implementation of CIPA in 
public libraries, noting that "no 
filtering software successfully 
differentiates constitutionally 
protected speech from illegal speech 
on the Internet."  ALA filed a lawsuit 
in the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
March 20. <add statement re. schools 
-- reasons for not including>

ALA joined with Verizon, the 
National Center for Family Literacy, 
the National Institute for Literacy, 
and Reading in Fundamental to 
form the Verizon Literacy Network, 
an online network to provide 
continuous access to a broad range 
of critical resources for the 
promotion of literacy.

No Child Left Behind includes 
library provisions (Literacy 
Through School Libraries), grants 
specifically for school libraries.  
First year funding at $12.5 million -
- 90 grants, second year 
$12.5million -- 70 grants, third 
year $27.5 million funding 
proposed by the President but 
funding not yet completed by 
Congress.

The @ your library Campaign is 
launched "…to capture the public's 
imagination by fostering a new 
understanding of the value of 
libraries and librarians to our 
democracy." ALA would present a 
"positive, consistent set of 
messages over a period of years."

The Study on the Impact of 
Outsourcing and Privatization on 
Library Services and Management 
was completed by Texas Woman's 
University School of Library and 
Information Studies as part of a 
doctoral seminar on Trends and 
Issues in Library Management.  It 
focused on outsourcing, noting 
problems with the definition of 
privatization. The study found no 
evidence that outsourcing per se 
represented "a threat to library 
governance" and found "equivocal 
evidence with regard to the 
maintenance of a quality 
workforce." At the 2001 Annual 
Conference, ALA Council adopted 
the following policy:  "The 
American Library Association 
opposes the shifting of policy 
making and management of library 
services from the public to the 
private sector."

ALCTS responded to two works 
written by Nicholson  Baker: 
"Deadline" (New Yorker, July 24, 
2000) and Double Fold: Libraries 
and the Assault on Paper 
(Random House).

The IFLA 2001 Conference is held 
in Boston, organized by ALA and 
other U.S. organizations.

2001 ALA supported the Feingold 
amendments to the USA PATRIOT 
Act.

Buildliteracy.org launched at the 
ALA Annual Conference, promoting 
literacy coalitions in library 
communities.

The Campaign for the Worlds' 
Libraries was launched, in 
partnership with IFLA.

ALA President Nancy Kranich 
appointed a special Task Force on 
the Status of Librarians.

ALCTS established the Paul Harris 
and Carolyn Banks Preservation 
Award to honor individuals who 
have made a significant 
contribution to the field of 
preservation.

The Campaign for the Worlds' 
Libraries was launched, in 
partnership with IFLA.

2001 AASL and PEN collaborated with 
ALA to publish The Information-
Powered School .

A revised ALA Preservation Policy 
was approved.
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2001 ALA ORS participated in LRRT 
Research Seminar II

2001 The ALA Committee on Education 
reported to ALA Council on the 
proposed "Certified Public Library 
Administrator" program, noting 
that ALA could not, itself, be the 
instrument for certification of 
librarians.  ALA Council supported 
the establishment of an allied 
professional association: "Toward 
fulfillment of its declared mission 
to provide leadership for the 
development, promotion, and 
improvement of the profession of 
librarianship, the American Library 
Association will establish an allied 
professional association to certify 
individual librarians in areas of 
specialization beyond the ALA-
recognized masters degree."

2002 Rocks in the Whirlpool by Kathleen 
McCook was produced at the request 
of 2000-2001 ALA President Nancy 
Kranich.  Rocks in the Whirlpool 
outlined issues affecting equity of 
access, dividing them into 
"downstream" issues (e.g. literacy, 
racism, disabilities) and "upstream" 
issues (e.g. digital divide).

First Lady Laura Bush convened a 
White House Conference on 
School Libraries, attended by 
leaders in education, government, 
librarianship and philanthrophy. 
The conference focused on the 
latest library science research and 
on what makes a successful 
library.

YALSA released New Directions in 
Library Service to Young Adults.  
Directions  began in 1977, with a 
2nd edition in 1993.  

2002 The ALA Office for Diversity 
provided 3 ($5000) annual research 
grants to promote scholarship on 
emerging diversity issues.

ALA established the ALA-Allied 
Professional Association to promote 
"the mutual professional interests of 
librarians and other library workers," 
including certification.

The ALA Council adopted Principles 
for the Networked World , developed 
by a broad coalition of ALA, ALA 
Division and other library association 
representatives.  The Principles 
defined six broad areas of policy: 
intellectual freedom, privacy, 
intellectual property, infrastructure, 
equitable access, and content.

ALA adopted "Privacy: An 
Interpretation of the Library Bill of 
Rights."

The Campaign for America's 
Librarians, Better Salaries and 
Pay Equity is launched.

ALA President-elect Maurice J. 
Freedman appointed a 
Presidential Committee on Better 
Salaries and Pay Equity for 
Librarians and Library Workers

OITP sponsored a workshop on 
Internet2, to explore possible pilot 
experiments and studies.

2002 The (Council) Committee on 
Minority Concerns and Cultural 
Diversity became the Committee on 
Diversity, charged to facilitate a 
broad awareness of how and why 
diversity is unequivocally linked to 
all ALA areas of concern e.g. 
intellectual freedom, education and 
continuous learning, equity of 
access.

Technology, Education & Copyright 
Harmonization Act of 2002 passed; 
updated copyright loaw for digital 
distance education.

CIPA, as it applies to public libraries,   
was permanently enjoined by a three-
judge panel (May); the governmet 
appealed the CIPA case to the U.S. 
Supreme Court (June).

Development of the Academic 
Library Campaign (@ your library) 
is begun

ALA established the ALA-Allied 
Professional Association to 
promote "the mutual professional 
interests of librarians and other 
library workers," including 
certification.

ACRL embarked on a 3-year 
scholarly communication initiative, 
focused on education, advocacy, 
coalition building and research.  
ACRL created a standing 
committee on Scholarly 
Communication.

2002 MacArthur Foundation grant for 
copyright education program 
received by ALA/OITP.

OITP sponsored a teleconference on 
Privacy & the USA PATRIOT Act.

(ad hoc) Advocacy Steering 
Committee Retreat defined 
advocacy as "the process of 
turning passive support into 
educated action by stakeholders." 
6 strategic goals were defined.

ALA-APA distributed the Better 
Salaries Toolkit, developed by the 
Presidential Committee on Better 
Salaries and Pay Equity for 
Librarians and Library Workers.

YALSA began publication of 
Young Adult Library Services: The 
Journal of the Young Adult Library 
Services Association.
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ACTION 
DATE

DIVERSITY EDUCATION AND CONTINUOUS 
LEARNING

EQUITY OF ACCESS [ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION]

INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 21ST CENTURY LITERACY LEGISLATION/FUNDING ADVOCACY/PUBLIC 
AWARENESS

PERSONNEL RESOURCES LIBRARY SERVICES / 
DEVELOPMENT/ TECHNOLOGY

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ORGANIZATION AND 
GOVERNANCE

2003 The Report of the Steering 
Committee, 3rd Congress on 
Professional Education -- Focus on 
Support Staff, included the following 
recommendation: An ALA or 
LSSIRT website recruitment effort 
should be aimed at raising 
awareness of employment 
opportunities at all levels in libraries 
and include "The Face of America's 
Libraries," a catalog pictorial of 
library workers in all types of 
libraries.

ALA convened the 3rd Congress on 
Professional Education, focusing on 
support staff issues.  Among the 
recommendations related to 
continuing education were 
appointment of a task force on career 
ladders for support staff, stronger 
continuing education programming in 
human resources development, 
investigation of the feasibility of 
developing a national support staff 
certification program, establishment 
of competencies for library support 
staff, promotion of more local/regional 
training opportunities for library 
support staff.

The National Conference of 
Commissioners on Uniform State 
Laws, the drafters of UCITA, 
announced that it was discharging 
the UCITA Standby Drafting 
Committee and would stop spending 
any further resources in promoting 
the Act. AFFECT, the anti-UCITA 
coalition that ALA helped to found 
and to staff in large part, was given 
substantial credit for bringing about 
this development.

The U.S. Supreme Court (June 23) 
overturned the 3rd Circuit Court of 
Appeals decision on CIPA and upheld 
the constitutionality of the act.  A 
plurality of justices held that the 
decision by a library to offer Internet 
access did not create a public forum 
and that librarians have traditionally 
exercised content-based judgment in 
creating library collections.  A 
minority of justices, while concurring 
in the judgment, noted that filters do 
overblock constitutionally-protected 
materials but that that problem was 
negated by the disabling provision of 
CIPA.

H.R. 13, the Museum and Library 
Services Act (reauthorization of 
the Library Services and 
Technology Act -- LSTA) was 
signed by President George W. 
Bush on September 25 (Public 
Law 108-81).                                   
Pending:  Funding for FY2004 is 
incomplete.  

ALA/ACRL launch the Academic 
and Research Library Campaign 
at the ACRL National Conference 
in Charlotte [NC] in April.

The RUSA Board adopted 
Professional Competencies for 
Reference and User Services 
Librarians .

International Power: School 
Libraries Around the World  is the 
focus of Knowledge Quest , vol 31, 
no. 5  (AASL).

2003 NCATE approved revised "ALA/AASL 
Standards for Initial Programs for 
School Library Media Special 
Preparation."  (The initial standard 
was approved in 1993 as "Curriculum 
Guidelines for the School Library 
Media Specialist Basic Program.")

2002-2003 ALA President Maurice J. 
Freedman appointed an 18-month 
Task Force on Rural School, Tribal 
and Public Libraries, to identify 
current resources and develop 
recommendations for expanding 
ALA's focus and impact on rural 
libraries.

ACRL published Best Practices in 
Information Literacy .

The House and Senate versions of 
the Workforce Investment Act 
reauthorization are still in process.  
The bill contains reauthorization of 
the Adult Education and Literacy 
Act, of interest to libraries that 
host literacy programs or provide 
direct literacy services.

The School Library Campaign 
began -- launched at the AASL 
National Conference in Kansas 
City (October 2003)

NCATE approved revised 
"ALA/AASL Standards for Initial 
Programs for School Library 
Media Special Preparation."  (The 
initial standard was approved in 
1993 as "Curriculum Guidelines 
for the School Library Media 
Specialist Basic Program.")

ALSC began publication of 
Children and Libraries: The 
Journal of the Association for 
Library Service to Children.

ALA held its annual conference 
jointly with the Canadian Library 
Association, in Toronto.

2003 2003-2004 ALA President Carla 
Hayden focused on Equity of Access.

2004 At the request, originally, of the 
Council Committee on Minority 
Concerns (now the Committee on 
Diversity), ALA will begin the 
voluntary collection of data on the 
ethnicity/race of its members.

Reauthorization of the Higher 
Education Act will continue into 
2004, since Congress is passing 
the (huge) act in a series of 
smaller bills.  Academic libraries 
that use student workers and 
apply for grants from Title VI are 
interested in this legislation.
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