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 It was wonderful to have a break from travel after the Midwinter Meeting in San Diego, but it 
certainly wasn’t the quiet and restful time I had anticipated.  In fact, in the following two-month period 
there was no shortage of topics of concern to our profession, including protecting federal funding for 
libraries, the announcement of an e-book circulation limitation by HarperCollins and the proposed 
elimination of collective bargaining rights for state employees in Wisconsin. 
 

As this report is being prepared, the current three-week continuing resolution funding the federal 
government is nearing its expiration.  The future is unknown, but it is clear that vigilance and a 
willingness to keep contacting congressional members, when needed, will be key factors in ensuring 
federal support for libraries continues.  Thanks are owed to our members for their tremendous response to 
the request to get in touch with their senators and to ALA’s Washington Office, which worked tirelessly 
to keep funding for LSTA and Improving Literacy through School Libraries in the 2011 budget.   

 
I am grateful to Steve Matthews for adding collective bargaining as an agenda item during the 

February Executive Board’s conference call.  The news release joined the chorus of individuals and 
organizations alarmed by the Wisconsin governor’s attack on this important right.  The response slowed 
the quick adoption of similar measures in other states.  

 
Keith Fiels and I met with Audra Caplan on February 10.  Audra and two PLA members are 

joining Marci Merola, Pat Tumulty and the Committee on Library Advocacy finalizing a checklist of 
questions to pursue before a decision is made to privatize a library.  The checklist will be available for the 
Annual Conference in New Orleans. 

 
Finally, the Council-initiated Presidential Task Force on Equitable Access to Electronic Content 

(EQUACC), chaired by Linda Crowe and Michael Porter, met on March 7 and 8 at ALA’s Washington 
Office.  In an ironic “twist of fate,” the announcement that HarperCollins would require a new e-book 
purchase for each copy exceeding 26 circulations occurred shortly before the working retreat.  After the 
retreat concluded, a press release was issued addressing the impact of the new restriction on library 
budgets and the potential impact on access to information.  A website, www.equacc.ala.org, was launched 
on March 28 inviting commentary on the task force’s work in five areas: 1) issues, trends and education 
on providing accessible content to people with disabilities; 2) building more support and awareness that 
libraries play an essential role in the e-content world; 3) model projects, including case studies of libraries 
trying different models for providing accessible content; 4) understanding the existing market and future 
trends through an environmental scan; and 5) licensing, including the exploration of new and emerging 
business models for obtaining content from authors, publishers and vendors.  

 
In addition to EQUACC, the presidential task forces described below will provide reports to the 

Executive Board and Council at the Annual Conference. 
 
Former ALA President Jim Rettig, chair of the Council Effectiveness Task Force, has brought 

his thoughtfulness and thoroughness to examining the Council’s schedule, the structure of its sessions, 

http://www.equacc.ala.org/�
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and its operation and ways of communicating.  The task force is preparing recommendations for making 
the governing body even more productive and responsive to the concerns of ALA’s membership. 

 
  
 
Under the steady leadership of Annelle Huggins, chair of the Chapter Relations Task Force, a 

redraft of the Chapter Relations Committee purpose, recommendations for improved communications 
between ALA and the Student Chapters, and suggestions for improving the relationships between ALA 
and chapter executives and councilors is being completed.  

 
Brett Bonfield, also a key member of the Frontline Fundraising team, is leading the ALA Future 

Perfect Presidential Task Force: Envisioning ALA’s Governance in the 21st Century.  The task force 
is exploring the question: “If there was no governing body in place, what structure would you envision to 
reflect ALA’s goal of an engaged and collaborative membership, the effective use of technologies and 
changes in the outlook and expectations of a new generation of people working in libraries?”  Their report 
will be an interesting contribution to the association’s discussions on the transformation goal in the 
strategic plan. 
 
Presidential Initiatives 

Our Authors, Our Advocates video PSAs have already been produced or are scheduled for the 
following authors: David Baldacci, Carmen Agra Deedy, Sharon Draper, Neil Gaiman, Brad Meltzer, 
Sara Paretsky, Kathy Reichs, Scott Turow and Mo Willems.  Audio PSAs were produced with Laurie 
Halse Anderson, M.T. Anderson, Holly Black and Tony DiTerlizzi.  The “virtual postcard,” featuring the 
PSAs, was launched at the 2011 Midwinter Meeting and is available at 
www.ilovelibraries.org/ourauthorsouradvocates.  Several of the previously completed PSAs have 
undergone additional editing to improve the look of the background and sound quality. 

 
Brad, Scott and Pam Muñoz Ryan have committed to writing or have already prepared op eds 

supporting libraries.   
 
As part of the initiative, “Library Quotes,” the database of quotations from authors, politicians, 

historical figures, celebrities and journalists on the ilovelibraries website, was updated.  This was a joint 
effort by the Office of Library Advocacy and ALTAFF. 

 
The “Cultivating Your Local Notables” online toolkit, with information and strategies for 

enlisting local celebrities to support libraries, is available through the Advocacy University at 
www.ala.org/localnotables.  The Neal-Schuman Foundation generously provided financial support for the 
toolkit’s development. 

 
ALA’s Graphics is producing a poster with author photos and quotes for sale and display in 

libraries.   
 
Peter Pearson and his team have done a terrific job on the Frontline Fundraising toolkit.  It will 

be available in mid-April as a flipbook, allowing viewers to turn the pages like a book; as a pdf (full text); 
and in an html version for quick access to each toolkit chapter. 
 

The “Why I Need My Library” Contest was “soft-launched” at Midwinter.  Co-chairs Paula 
Brehm-Heeger and Diane Chen and their team were indefatigable in efforts to develop participation in the 
contest.  The next phase is to review the entries in the two participant categories: 13 to 15 and 16 to 18. 

 
Interviews 

http://www.ilovelibraries.org/ourauthorsouradvocates�
http://www.ala.org/localnotables�


3 
 

The following is a listing of print and nonprint interviews since the last presidential report. 
 
The State of America’s Libraries (Including How Budget Cuts Are Affecting Libraries Nationwide): 

• KPBS-FM with Hank Crook, January 4 
• KPBS-TV with Gloria Penner, January 7 
• KPBS-FM with Ana Tintocalis, January 7 
• The Sacramento Bee with Jack Chang, February 9 
• Epoch Times with Pamela Tsia, February 18 

 
The Privatization of Libraries: 

• The Independent (UK newspaper) with Kunal Dutta, February 11 

E-Books: 
• USA Today with Bob Minzesheimer, March 4 
• The New York Times with Julie Bosman, March 10 
• Minnesota National Public Radio with Kerri Miller, March 17 
• San Bernardino Sun with Michel Nolan, March 18 
• Australian Broadcasting Corporation with Sarah L’Estrange, March 22 
• National Public Radio with Lynn Neary, March 28 

 
Future Trends: 

• Chicago Tribune’s Triblocal with Sheryl DeVore, February 9 (computers in libraries) 
• Tampa Tribune with Michelle Sager, March 11 (future trends in library construction) 

 
Travel and Speaking Opportunities 

Since the last presidential report, I presented at the: 
• James Madison Award at the 13th Annual National Freedom of Information Day 

Conference at the Newseum, March 16 
• Tennessee Library Association Conference in Murphreesboro, March 24 and 25 
• Elluminate session with San Jose State University’s School of Library and Information 

Science and ALA Student Chapter, April 5 
 
and 

 
Welcomed Susan Hildreth at the January 25 ALA/AAM reception at the ALA Washington Office 

and participated in the ACRL Conference in Philadelphia, March 30-April 2. 
 
Other Activities 
 The March-April President’s column in American Libraries focused on “Transforming Libraries: 
Meeting the Needs of Members and Their Institutions.” 
 
 I prepared the foreword for the upcoming ALA publication Pre- and Post-Retirement Tips for 
Librarians; a joint editorial with Nancy Everhart, AASL president, for the Early Education supplement in 
USA Today’s March 18 edition; a joint response with Keith Fiels to the February 15 Library Journal 
editorial, “Eroding ALA Democracy”; and a response to the February 17 New York Times article, 
“Digital Age Is Slow to Arrive in Rural America.” 
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With Gratitude… 
…To ALA’s staff and members who have made possible the progress on my presidential 

initiatives and my ability to use media opportunities to highlight libraries and the people who work in 
them.  

 
Special thanks to my assistant since the Midwinter Meeting, Shannon McMahon. What a pleasure 

it has been to have her as part of the ALA team!   
 


