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ALA Annual Conference, July 12-15, 2009, Chicago

ACRL continued to “Chart Our Future” by advancing our strategic plan in 2008-09, with particular focus on “purposeful advocacy.” Little did I know how important advocacy would become when I outlined my presidential focus in the September 2008 issue of C&RL News. In my article, I noted that each academic librarian plays a daily role in communicating current issues and changing roles of academic libraries and librarians. The economic downturn of the past year has made advocacy at the campus and governmental level even more essential. We issued “Brother Can You Spare a Dime?  ACRL 2009 Strategic Thinking for Academic Librarians in the New Economy” in March 2009 to spur strategic conversation, planning, and action in academic libraries. My President’s Program at the ALA Annual Conference in Chicago focused on “Advocacy in Today’s Environment,” featuring “Advocacy Guru” Stephanie Vance discussing ways libraries can demonstrate their value on campus. The association continued its tradition of legislative advocacy as well, focusing on issues such as government information, public access to federally-funded research, LSTA reauthorization, orphan works, Section 108, Section 215 of the PATRIOT Act, network neutrality, and fair use.
Advocacy wasn’t the sole focus of the association during my tenure, however. More than 4,300 library staff, exhibitors, speakers and guests from every state and twenty-two countries met from March 12-15 in Seattle for the ACRL 14th National Conference. An updated, user-centered redesign of our Web site went live in mid-April 2009. The new site design features a variety of enhancements, including updated site organization for ease of navigation, direct access to committee and section information, and eye-catching highlights of upcoming events and services. The Scholarly Communication Committee selected five sites to host the “Scholarly Communication 101: Starting with the Basics” workshop during the summer of 2009. And we joined with ALA and the Association of Research Libraries to file comments with the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York on the proposed Google Book Search Settlement.
This report highlights ACRL’s many accomplishments across all areas of the strategic plan, including higher education and research, the profession, and the association.
Higher Education and Research

ACRL made significant progress in advancing the goals of learning, scholarship, and advocacy. Efforts in information literacy education, scholarly communication activities, and publishing were especially fruitful this year.

Information Literacy
The ACRL “Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education” continue to be widely cited as a benchmark in information literacy instruction. This year the standards were cited in numerous books, journal articles, and blogs along with ACRL’s own publications. 
The ECAR Study of Undergraduate Students and Information Technology published by EDUCAUSE on October 21, 2008, focused on three questions based on the ACRL Information Literacy Standards for Higher Education. “Learning and Assessment: Trends in Undergraduate Education,” a 2009 study by the Association of American Colleges and Universities, showed that 59% of institutions have include information literacy as an “intellectual skill/ability” addressed by their learning outcomes, demonstrating the impact our information literacy efforts have impacted higher education. Since September 1, 2008, 1,369 copies of the standards have been distributed.
E-learning courses and Webcasts provided additional opportunities to learn more about developing teaching portfolios, academic program review, designing and implementing online teaching and learning, and combating student plagiarism. ACRL continues to offer online information literacy seminars in partnership with the TLT Group. A variety of information literacy-specific programs were also offered at the ACRL 14th National Conference in Seattle. 
Work continues on developing information literacy standards at the subject and discipline level. “Political Science Research Competency Guidelines,” developed by the Law and Political Science Section, were approved by the Board at the 2008 ALA Annual Conference. The newly formed Health Science Interest Group will also work to develop and improve information literacy information in the area of the health sciences.  
ACRL endeavors to improve members’ ability to teach and assess lifelong learning skills. ACRL’s Institute for Information Literacy offered the most recent addition to its popular Immersion program, "Immersion Assessment Program – Assessment in Practice,” last December in Nashville. The program was three and a half days of learning for librarians active in teaching and learning and those with leadership roles for information literacy program development who want to improve their knowledge and practice of both classroom and program assessment
Standards and guidelines 
The development of standards and guidelines for all areas of academic and research librarianship is a core service of ACRL. These standards and guidelines are a key ACRL contribution to the profession. Standards and guidelines published this year include Competencies for Special Collections Professionals, Guidelines for Curriculum Materials Centers, Guidelines on the Selection and Transfer of Materials from General Collections to Special Collections, Political Science Research Competency Guidelines, and Standards for Distance Learning Library Services.

Relationships With Learned Societies

A key strength of ACRL is the work of its sections. ACRL sections are organized around subject disciplines and types of library. This creates a focus and synergy for librarians to learn from each other, build on each other’s ideas, and raise collective awareness of issues shared by all.  Sections act as important liaisons to the higher education community through connecting with and serving faculty. This year ACRL section members, leaders, and staff participated in meetings and other activities of wide range of groups, including American Anthropological Association, American Association of Community Colleges, American Association of University Presses, American Educational Research Association, American Political Science Association, American Society of Association Executives, American Sociological Association, Association of Learned and Professional Society Publishers, Chicago Collaborative, Coalition for Networked Information, Council of Higher Education Management Associations, Council of Independent Colleges, Council of Library and Information Resource, EDUCAUSE, National Council of Learning Resources, National Women's Studies Association, and Project Merlot. This grassroots approach to developing relationships builds credibility and relationships one person or association at a time, often leading to increased collaboration.  

Scholarly Communication 

Scholarly communication issues continue to be a strong focus of ACRL. The popular ACRL Scholarly Communication Toolkit was revised with a new format and with updated content this year. The toolkit continues to provide context and background by summarizing key issues to offer quick, basic information on scholarly communication topics. It also links to examples of specific tools including handouts, presentations and videos for libraries to adapt and use on their own campuses. A new Association of Research Libraries/ACRL Institute on Scholarly Communication guide “Developing a Scholarly Communication Program in Your Library” provides additional background information and outlines steps for libraries interested in developing scholarly communication programs. 

In mid-2008, the association sent a letter of support to the organizers of SCOAP3, the Sponsoring Consortium for Open Access Publishing in Particle Physics, expressing interest and support of their effort to facilitate open access publishing in High Energy Physics. The 18th SPARC-ACRL Forum, held during the 2009 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Denver, examined “The transformative potential of Open Educational Resources.” In the academic community, there is growing interest in the concept of Open Educational Resources (OER) and their potential to transform the way scholarship is conducted. OER are fundamental components of education – content and tools for teaching, learning, and research – which reside in the public domain or have licenses that permit their free use or re-purposing by others. 
The ACRL Scholarly Communication Committee selected five sites from 46 applications to host the “Scholarly Communication 101: Starting with the Basics” workshop during the summer of 2009. Recognizing that scholarly communication issues are central to the work of all academic librarians and all types of institutions, ACRL is underwriting the costs of delivering this proven content by sending expert presenters on the road to focus on new methods of scholarly publishing and communication, open access and openness as a principle, copyright and intellectual property and economics. The selected host institutions are ACRL Louisiana Chapter, Baton Rouge, La; Auraria Library, Denver; State University of New York at Buffalo Libraries, Buffalo, N.Y; University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez, Mayagüez, Puerto Rico; and Washington University in St. Louis.
The ACRL Scholarly Communication Discussion Group, Scholcomm discussion list, and the ACRL/ SPARC Forum on Emerging Issues in Scholarly Communication continue to be important venues for strengthening the association’s role in supporting new models of scholarly communication. Regular articles on scholarly communication issues and trends in C&RL News play an important role in disseminating a body of knowledge for the field.

Legislative Advocacy
Public policy issues effecting higher education remain an essential focus of the strategic plan. Each year, the ACRL Government Relations Committee, in consultation with the ACRL Board of Directors and staff, formulates an ACRL Legislative Agenda. Drafted with input from the ACRL Scholarly Communications and Copyright Committees, along with additional committees, ACRL leaders, and ALA Washington Office, the legislative agenda is prioritized and includes objectives for legislative action at the national level on issues that may affect the welfare of academic and research libraries. The 2009 Legislative Agenda focuses on eight priorities including government information, public access to federally-funded research, LSTA reauthorization, orphan works, Section 108, Section 215 of the PATRIOT Act, network neutrality, and fair use. 
As part of the Open Access Working Group, we joined ALA and 8 other library and public interest groups in sending a one-page overview, "Public Access to the Published Results of Publicly Funded Research Will Benefit the Economy, Science, and Health," to President-elect Obama’s transition team. The position paper highlights and expands on an issue listed in "Opening the ‘Window to a Larger World,’ Libraries’ Role in Changing America,” the December 2008 ALA report to the transition team. We also joined ALA, ARL, and many other library and research organizations renewing our opposition to the Fair Copyright in Research Works Act, reintroduced in Congress as H.R. 801. The legislation would reverse a mandate by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) that all research funded by NIH grants be made freely available in PubMed Central within one year of publication. 
ACRL joined with ALA and the Association of Research Libraries (ARL) to file comments with the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York on the proposed Google Book Search Settlement. The associations asked the court to exercise vigorous oversight of the interpretation and implementation of the settlement to ensure the broadest possible benefit from the services the settlement enables. The filing received notable media coverage, including stories in the Chicago Tribune and New York Times. A list of articles on the settlement is available on the ALA Washington Office Web site (http://wo.ala.org/gbs/articles-blog-posts-links/).
ACRL, ALA, and ARL additionally submitted comments to the U.S. Copyright Office on the topic of facilitating access to copyrighted works for the blind or persons with other disabilities along with submitting comments and testifying in favor of an expansion of the previous exemption to the anti-circumvention provisions of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act, allowing for greater fair use of digital resources.

We continued to have a presence at the annual ALA National Library Legislative Day. The association sponsored a special ACRL luncheon during the Monday, May 11 briefing day. David E. Shulenburger, Vice President for Academic Affairs, National Association of State Universities and Land-Grant Colleges, will talk about “Higher Education in Today’s Legislative and Policy Climate.” As part of my focus on legislative advocacy, we awarded $250 grants to 11 ACRL Legislative Advocates to attend the two day event.

Publications
ACRL released a wide variety of monograph publications in the past year. Informed Learning, The Desk and Beyond: Next Generation Reference Services, Gaming in Academic Libraries: Collections, Marketing & Information Literacy, Life Work Balance (Active Guide #1), and Academic Library Research: Perspectives and Current Trends were issued in the second half of 2008. 2009 saw the release of Design Talk, Library Rx: Measuring and Treating Library Anxiety, the sixth edition of The Directory of Curriculum Materials Centers, Influencing Without Authority (Active Guide #2), and The Library Instruction Cookbook. The 2007 edition of Academic Library Trends and Statistics was issued in January 2009.

Informing Innovation: Tracking Student Interest in Emerging Library Technologies at Ohio University was released in April 2009 both as a print publication and a free download from the ACRL Web site. The downloadable content includes a template library/technology survey instrument, which can be adapted to customize a local environmental scan similar to the project described in the book. The Kaleidoscopic Concern, an annotated bibliography on racial and ethnic diversity in librarianship, was also released as a free digital download.
Beth Whitaker of Ohio State University was appointed editor of RBM: A Journal of Rare Books, Manuscripts, and Cultural Heritage (RBM) in 2008. Whittaker served on the RBM editorial board from 2006-2008 and brings in-depth knowledge of the world of rare books and manuscripts to the publication. A new Publications Agreements FAQ was made available this year, providing valuable information on our author agreements for serial publications, book chapter, book editors, and podcasts. 

Choice is on track to publish in excess of 7,000 reviews for the third consecutive year in FY 2009. This year also saw the launch of several new eNewsletter features for the Choice Reviews Online (CRO2) site. In addition to a customized monthly bulletin that includes all the new reviews that match their profile, CRO2 users can now sign up to receive five free monthly electronic newsletters. These are the Forthcoming Titles lists, Editors’ Picks, Hot Topics, Internet Resources, and ShelfLift. For more information, visit the CRO2 site, http://www.cro2.org.

“Resources for College Libraries: Career Resources” is the most recent addition to the Resources for College Libraries family of products for the undergraduate curriculum. Jointly developed by Choice and R. R. Bowker, the new resource contains a core list of nearly 5,000 essential books and online resources for community, vocational, and technical college libraries in fields such as Allied Health, Building and Construction Trades, Engineering and Technology, and Graphic and Apparel Arts. For more information, visit http://www.rclinfo.net/.
The Profession

ACRL strives to provide continuous learning opportunities for our members. A wide variety of professional development activities were offered during FY09, from face-to-face programming to publications and online learning and networking opportunities. Another primary goal of the strategic plan is leadership, with objectives to empower members to communicate the value of their contributions to learning and scholarship and to increase recognition of the value of libraries and librarians by leaders in higher education, information technology, funding agencies, and campus decision-making. Through its awards program, which recognizes the achievements of academic and research librarians and libraries, ACRL provides a platform for librarians to bring notice of their work to their broader communities. 
Advocacy

In the current economic climate, advocacy is more important that ever for academic and research
libraries. ACRL provides support in this area in a variety of ways. “Advocacy in Today’s
Environment,” the ACRL President’s Program at the 2009 ALA Annual Conference, will feature “Advocacy Guru” Stephanie Vance discussing ways libraries can demonstrate their value on campus.
“Brother Can You Spare a Dime?  ACRL 2009 Strategic Thinking for Academic Librarians in the New Economy” was released in March 2009 to spur strategic conversation, planning, and action in academic libraries. The report was the focus of a panel session at the 14th National Conference in Seattle and received favorable attention from ARL, EDUCAUSE, IFLA, and other associations along with generating discussion after Seattle in blog posts, Twitter, and other online activities. Discussion continues through an online community in ALA Connect.
Several ACRL chapters and sections also held advocacy related programs this year. The Alabama Chapter hosted Michael McLane, ACRL Program Officer for Legislative Advocacy, as keynote speaker at its annual dinner/business meeting in April. McLane discussed the ACRL legislative advocacy program and recruitment of advocates. I had the opportunity to speak to the Delaware Valley Chapter at its Spring Meeting on "Speaking Out, Speaking Up: The Purposeful Advocate," focusing on the importance of communicating positive messages on campus. The Louisiana and Western New York/Ontario Chapters were selected as hosts of the Scholarly Communication 101 Roadshow program, helping plan strategies to advocate for scholarly communication issues. The STS College Science Librarians Discussion Group hosted "What’s your Hook? Getting Attention of Faculty and Keeping It” at the 2009 ALA Annual conference as an opportunity for participants to share their most effective faculty outreach strategies. The ULS Campus Administration and Leadership Discussion Group covered the topic “Building Advocacy in Tough Economic Times” at the 2009 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Denver. ACRL also continued to support the ALA Emerging Leaders program designed to put new librarians on the “fast track” to ALA and professional leadership roles.
Technology

This year ACRL offered a variety of technology-related learning opportunities. Seminars, Webcasts and preconferences on web design and usability, virtual reference competencies, podcasting, and Library 2.0 were all well attended and received. ACRL published three books related to technology and emerging technologies: Design Talk, Informed Learning, and Informing Innovation. Many ACRL chapters and sections provide additional information technology learning opportunities to their constituents at the subject and local level. 
The ACRL Board of Directors took a leadership role in beta testing the new ALA Connect online community over the past several months. The board was the first group to participate in a virtual vote through Connect, demonstrating its commitment to virtual participation and information technology priorities. As a result of beta testing, the board recommended several enhancements to Connect, including distribution of calendar items across all ALA areas. I encourage all ACRL members to take advantage of ALA Connect as a virtual workspace.

ACRL continued our focus on experimenting with new technologies to deliver content this year. In addition to examples mentioned elsewhere in the report, several new ACRL podcasts were produced this year, including “Robin Chase interview,” “Playing on ‘Practice Fields’” (National Conference Podcast), “2009 Vice-President/ President-Elect Candidates Talk,” “Gender, Generation and Toxicity” (National Conference Podcast), “Mapping Your Path to the Mountaintop” (National Conference Podcast), “Facebook – Clever Outreach of Costly Diversion,” “Peter Hernon on Assessment” (National Conference podcast), “The Beauty of ‘Some Rights Reserved’,” and “Lessons Learned from Greening the ACRL 14th National Conference.” The ACRL Second Life Task Force remains active, offering a variety of programming in the ACRL space.
Learning

More than 4,300 library staff, exhibitors, speakers and guests from every state and twenty-two countries met from March 12-15 in Seattle for the ACRL 14th National Conference. Combined with the more than 350 online participating in the ACRL 2009 Virtual Conference, our Seattle conference had the highest combined registrant participation ever for an ACRL National Conference, with 3,263 face-to-face and virtual participants. ACRL 2009 offered more than 300 programs that explored the changing nature and roles of academic and research libraries and librarianship. Recognizing that travel budgets for academic librarians are tight due to the tough economy, our 2009 Virtual Conference included dynamic screen captures (audio of the session synched with PowerPoint) of more than 80 conference sessions, live, interactive Webcasts, Second Life library tours and speaker materials. 
The conference was again a bit hit with attendees. When asked to rate their overall conference experience, 89% rated “very positive” or “positive”, the two highest ratings. When asked if they would recommend the conference to a colleague, 89.4% would recommend the future ACRL conferences. One participant summed up the Seattle experience, saying “There is no better conference for academic librarians to attend for professional and networking growth than ACRL. The conference imbues you with knowledge, excitement, and commitment to our profession!”

The ACRL e-Learning program offered 27 e-Learning events consisting of 13 Webcasts and 14 multi-week courses this year on a variety of topics such as copyright and the library, electronic collection development, user experience, web design and usability, virtual reference, and information commons. More than 830 individuals and groups participated in this year’s e-Learning offerings. A new e-Learning RSS feed was launched this year to keep members up to date on new professional development opportunities. 

We continued to offer ACRL OnPoint, a monthly free and open chat series, during the fiscal year. Chat topics included “Renewing and Negotiating Licenses” (October 2008), “Finding Your Niche in ACRL” (November 2008), “Student Learning Outcomes” (January 2009), “The New Congress, Library Issues, and You” (February 2009), “Green Seattle” (April 2009), “Connecting With Grants and Other Funding Sources” (May 2009), “Finding Innovation In Your Library” (June 2009), and “ACRL 101” (June 2009). Archives of all chats are available online.
The second ACRL Springboard Event was held on June 3, 2009. The 90-minute Webcast was free for ACLR members and featured a presentation on current trends in cultural memory and data migration to the online environment by Clifford Lynch of the Coalition for Networked Information. The Webcast is archived on the ACRL Web site.

We again collaborated with ALA TechSource, the Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC), and the Library and Information Technology Association (LITA) on the second annual Gaming, Learning, and Libraries Symposium. The symposium was held in the Chicago area from November 2-4, 2008. 

The ACRL Rare Books and Manuscripts Section (RBMS) celebrated its 50th Annual Preconference June 17 – 20, 2009 in Charlottesville, Virginia (site of the first RBMS Preconference in 1959). This year’s preconference, Seas of Change: Navigating the Cultural and Institutional Contexts of Special Collections, represented an important moment in the history of RBMS and its affiliated professions. In addition to celebrating RBMS’s achievements, the preconference looked broadly at how special collections librarianship has evolved over the past half century with respect to changes in social, cultural, technological, economic, and academic environments. By popular demand, the Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials (Books) workshop presented at the 2008 RBMS Preconference in Los Angeles was repeated on Friday, December 12, 2008, at the Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library in New Haven, Connecticut.
Knowing that professional development is essential to the success of academic and research librarians, especially during an economic downturn, we awarded more than $89,000 in scholarships to 154 individuals this year. Scholarships worth $58,880 in five categories - librarian, support staff, student, Spectrum Scholar, and virtual conference – were awarded to 110 recipients for the 14th National Conference. Two scholarships for the Harvard Leadership Institute were awarded to individuals from Historically Black College and Universities and/or Tribal Colleges and Universities consisting of program tuition ($2,400 value) and $750 travel stipend. The Immersion ’09 Teacher Track featured 21 scholarships worth $12,000 and an additional 25 awards worth $15,485 went to attendees of the 50th RBMS Preconference, including four "Golden Scholarships" for retired section leaders.
Strengthening Partnerships With Higher Education

ACRL endorsed the Code of Best Practices in Fair Use for Media Literacy Education, developed to offer guidance to educators at all levels that use copyrighted materials to teach media literacy skills. While the code’s primary audience is classroom teachers, librarians at all educational levels play a critical role in the media literacy education process. Organization signatories to this code include Action Coalition for Media Education, Media Education Foundation, National Association for Media Literacy Education, National Council of Teachers of English, and Visual Communication Studies Division of the International Communication Association.

We collaborated with six higher education associations (ACUI, NACUBO, NASPA, ACPA, APAA, and NAEP) to offer the 2008 Women’s Leadership Institute. This program brought together mid-level administrators from across campus functions to share experiences, develop a better understanding of the campus as a workplace and culture, and create new networks and networking skills. 
The ACRL Council of Liaisons maintains relationships with the American Anthropological Association, American Association of Community Colleges, American Association of University Professors, American Council of Learned Societies, American Educational Research Association, American Sociological Association, Association for Educational Communications and Technology, Association for the Study of African American Life & History, Council of Independent Colleges, National Resource Center for the First-Year Experience and Students in Transition, and Society for Information Technology and Teacher Education.

Several sections have also established liaison relationships with scholarly societies. For example, CLS supports a liaison to Council of Independent Colleges, CJCLS has a strong liaison relationship with the National Council of Learning Resources, and RBMS has established liaison relationships with the Antiquarian Booksellers Association of America; the Bibliographical Society of America; the Society for the History and Authorship, Reading, and Publishing; and the Society of American Archivists. 

An ACRL task force worked with the College and University Professional Association for Human Resources (CUPA-HR) to completed revisions to academic library position descriptions included in surveys covering salaries, benefits and other benchmarks. CUPA-HR released the results of the 2009 Administrative Compensation and Mid-Level Salary surveys, the first surveys conducted using the updated position descriptions in spring 2009. 

Awards

Since 1923, the ACRL Awards Program has recognized and honored the professional contributions and achievements of academic libraries and librarians. This special recognition by ACRL enhances the sense of personal growth and accomplishment of our members, provides our membership with role models, and strengthens the image of our membership in the eyes of employers, leadership, and the academic community as a whole.

In 2009, twenty-one outstanding individuals and institutions received ACRL awards recognizing their accomplishments. ACRL’s top honor, the Academic or Research Librarian of the Year Award was presented to Gloriana St. Clair, dean of university libraries at Carnegie Mellon University, for her contributions to academic and research librarianship, in particular her record of scholarship and scholarly contributions.

ACRL continues to present the Excellence in Academic Libraries Award to recognize the staff of a community college, a college, and a university library for exemplary programs that deliver outstanding services and resources to further the educational mission of their institution.  This year’s recipients were the Moraine Valley Community College Library in the community college category, The Wyndham Robertson Library at Hollins University in the college category and the University of Minnesota Libraries - Twin Cities in the university category.  The award, sponsored by ACRL and Blackwell’s Book Services, includes a presentation ceremony on the campus of each award-winning library. 

The Association

ACRL’s goals for the association focus on membership and sustainability. ACRL's membership goal focuses on membership growth building on retaining core membership while recruiting from new and diverse communities. The goal for sustainability is for ACRL to have the fiscal resources, staff expertise, and organizational structure to advance the association's strategic plan.  

Membership

ACRL's membership activities build on retaining core membership while recruiting from new and diverse communities. As of April 30, 2009, ACRL had 13,010 members, an increase of 1.78% (227 more members) from August 2008. There are currently 12,150 personal members, 818 organizational members, and 42 corporate members. For FY09 to date, ACRL had 1.75% more member renewals (117) than during the same period last year. This is a positive indicator in a recessionary environment. Also, 9.61% (178) fewer members have dropped their membership compared to the same period last year. Membership numbers were expected to rise during the fiscal year as a result of the 14th ACRL National Conference.

The association continues to explore new ways to reach out to our membership. The ACRL new member wiki (wikis.ala.org/acrl/index.php/ACRL_New_Member_Wiki) continues to be a great success. As of April 20, 2009, the wiki has received 13,603 visits, including 4,580 new page visits since September 1, 2008. The ACRL Leader wiki visits total 2,373 as of April 20, 2009, including 1,488 new page visits since September 1, 2008.

ACRL 101 programs at the ACRL 14th National Conference and Annual Conference continue to educate members on the wide range of ACRL activities and opportunities for participation. ACRL presences on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter launched this year. Together with our continuing presence in Second Life, these online venues provide our membership with new avenues to connect with colleagues and the association. 

The ACRL Board of Directors approved the formation of the ACRL Residency Interest Group at its Fall Executive Committee meeting. The Residency Interest Group, the first interest group approved by the board, supports the creation, implementation, management and promotion of library residency programs. The board also approved the formation of the Universal Accessibility Special Interest Group as a resource and discussion forum for academic library disability service issues and the Health Sciences Interest Group to provide an opportunity for the many academic librarians with health sciences responsibilities to have a place in ACRL to network, share information, ask questions, and work on special projects relevant to the academic health sciences. Approved by the membership in the 2008 ALA/ ACRL election, interest groups provide a way to easily create a “home” within ACRL for topics and issues that are currently underrepresented in the organization.
An updated, user-centered redesign of the ACRL Web site went live in mid-April 2009. The update is the result of an extensive planning and redesign process in order to better serve the information seeking needs of the ACRL membership and general public. The results of an ACRL membership survey informed the redesign process, with many suggestions on usability incorporated into the final design. The redesign integrates the ACRL Web presence with the September 2008 update of the ALA Web site. The new site design features a variety of enhancements, including updated site organization for ease of navigation, direct access to committee and section information, and eye-catching highlights of upcoming events and services. The new site additionally features dynamic content updates to keep information current and relevant. A variety of RSS feeds for content such as upcoming events provide an additional means for visitors to stay up to date with ACRL activities. 

ACRL provides special connections for members, both virtual and personal. ACRL sections offer 17 vibrant and dynamic communities that nurture individual development and foster a deeper connection to the profession. As noted in the learning section, RBMS held its 50th preconference this year in Charlottesville, Virginia. Additionally, the Arts Section celebrated its 50 anniversary this year with an anniversary program and reception at the ALA Annual Conference. Sections continue to offer successful mentoring opportunities along with programming and special social events at the ALA Midwinter Meeting and Annual Conference to create community among new and continuing members.
Sustainability

ACRL acquired valuable staff expertise this year with the addition of program officer Katie Coombes. Student interns Patrycja Pietrzak and Erica Wilfong provided assistance to staff working on membership promotion and recruitment programs.
On February 20, 2009, Choice took possession of the new Liberty Square office condominium unit in downtown Middletown, CT. The new 3-story building has retail space on the ground floor, office rental space on the 2nd floor, and Choice occupying the entire 7,635 square foot third floor. Designed in accordance with “green building” principles, Liberty Square features a prefabricated exterior wall system that provides excellent insulation, a high-efficiency heath and cooling system, insulating windows, and a recycled steel building frame. The Choice office unit is equipped with energy efficient lighting and switches, low volatility paint, green window treatments and furniture, and makes use of natural lighting whenever possible. Liberty Square is ALA’s first “green” building.

The ACRL 2009 conference in Seattle was the most environmentally-friendly event ever held by our association. Eighty percent of conference attendees signed a “Green Pledge” that committed them to put sustainable ideas into practice while at the conference, and more than 240,000 pieces of paper were saved through green initiatives such as: digital handouts posted to the Virtual Conference Web site; bags and badge holders made of recycled materials; program books printed on recycled paper using soy-based ink; electronic press kits for the media; a green-themed opening reception; and donations of surplus food and promotional items to local charities.
Final Thoughts/ An Appreciation
My presidential year has flown by. This year has been one of historic and momentous change. I am proud that ACRL has stepped up to the challenges that academic librarians and the association face. ACRL is a dynamic and fabulous association that draws its energy from members and member volunteers. My first thank you is to all ACRL members. Their talent, commitment, and passion for academic libraries are inspiring; their personal dedication to the association and to fellow members is tremendous. It has been a true honor to serve them.

The 2009 board members offered their time, effort and thought to keep this association on a strategic path.  Each board member contributed to thoughtful analysis of the issues and made decisions that will move ACRL forward. My heartfelt appreciation to a board par excellence: Vice-president/ President-elect Lori Goetsch; Past-president Julie Todaro; Budget and Finance Chair Theresa Byrd; ACRL Division Councilor Locke Morrisey; and Directors-at-Large: Janis Bandelin; Mary Carr; Beth Dupuis; Linda Kopecky; John Lehner; Michael LaCroix; Debbie Malone; and Karen Williams.
One of the major accomplishments of the board this year is the adoption of a set of six strategic priorities designed to continue the association’s forward progress over the next five years. The board reviewed the Charting Our Future: ACRL Strategic Plan 2020 document, taking into consideration progress to date, member needs and external factors. As a result, we adopted these strategic priorities to allow ACRL to further position academic and research librarians and libraries as indispensable in advancing learning and scholarship.

The ACRL strategic priorities for 2009-13 are:

1. Strengthen ACRL’s relationships with higher education organizations that are important to faculty and administrators in order to develop institutional understanding of librarians’ roles in enhancing teaching and learning.
2. Enhance ACRL members’ understanding of how scholars work and the systems, tools, and technology to support the evolving work of the creation, personal organization, aggregation, discovery, preservation, access and exchange of information in all formats.
3. Increase ACRL’s influence in public policy affecting higher education.
4. Increase recognition of the value of libraries and librarians by leaders in higher education, information technology, funding agencies and campus decision making.
5. Support members in their exploration, research on, and implementation of new and emerging information technologies and their application for library services in educational environments.
6. Increase ACRL’s membership from professionally underrepresented ethnic and racial groups.

The ACRL committee leadership began working to develop multi-year plans with measurable outcomes to translate the priorities into action during the 2009 ALA Annual Conference in Chicago. I will look forward to watching the progress on these issues over the next several years.

I also want to express my heartfelt thanks to those who have supported me during my presidential year: my colleagues at Carnegie Mellon and especially the department heads in my division: Jean Alexander, Martin Aurand, Terry Hurlbert, Matt Marsteller, Denise Novak, and Joan Stein. Special thanks should be given to the Administrative office staff at Carnegie Mellon who made my life easier: Ignatios Alexander, Dawn Caldwell, Cindy Carroll, and DeAnn Daniel; Gloriana St. Clair, dean of libraries, helped ease the burden. 

The president’s work is nothing without the careful, energetic, and thoughtful support of the ACRL staff led by the inimitable Mary Ellen Davis. This president, as well as past presidents, have been all the better because of her dedication, clear thinking, and passion. The successes of the association are achieved and underpinned in large part by staff dedication, high spirit and commitment to excellence. Past presidents have all raved about the ACRL staff and it is all true; I wish to sing their praises. I can attest that the ACRL staff is the finest there is. My sincere thanks to Joe Barkley, Adam Burling, Margot Conahan, David Connolly, Katie Coombes, Kathryn Deiss, David Free, Ann-Christe Galloway, Francine Graf, Megan Griffin, Kara Malenfant, Dawn Mueller, Tory Ondrla, Mary Jane Petrowski, Irv Rockwood, and Jon Stahler.
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