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Committee Information Update

Please note: ALA and Council committees are required to submit an update of their activities within one-month after each Midwinter Meeting and Annual Conference.  This form will be sent to the ALA Council and the ALA Committee on Organization. 

Report for Midwinter 2008, Philadelphia

Name of Committee: Public Awareness Committee

Committee Chair: Judith A. Gibbons

Committee Members Present: 

Jo Ellen Misakian, Marina Starr La Tronica, Donna Morris, Maureen Kelly, Timothy Grimes, Patricia M. Hogan, Francis J. Buckley, Carol Brey-Casiano, Sonia Alcantara-Antoine, intern; Francis J. Buckley, board liaison

Committee Members Absent:

Alicia Antone, Clara Nalli Bohrer, Judith Castiano, Phyllis Hegner, Peter Pearson

Others Present: 

Lisa R. Rice, Chair, NLW Subcommittee; Elliot Appelbaum, NLW Subcommittee; John W. Berry, Chair, Arthur Curley Subcommittee and Campaign for America’s Libraries Subcommittee; Dr. Camila Alire and J. Linda Williams, 2008 ALA Presidential candidates; Zahra M. Baird, NYLA Public Awareness Committee; Alice Calabrese-Berry, 

ALA Staff:

Cathleen Bourdon, Keith Michael Fiels, Mark Gould, Megan Humphrey, Megan McFarlane, Kim Olsen-Clark, John Amundsen

ALA consultant:

Soudary Kittivong-Greenbaum, Metropolitan Group

Accomplishments [at this meeting], a concise account:

· PAC endorsed the idea of creating a committee to work with the Office for Library Advocacy. 

· PAC believes that public awareness should be institutionalized at ALA in the Public Information Office. Public awareness should be a daily focus of the association and its membership. 

· PAC reviewed the media relations coverage generated by Public Information Office staff over the past months and expressed appreciation of what was accomplished. 

· PAC was pleased by the Julie Andrews public service announcements developed on behalf of National Library Week 2008 that PIO will make available to the membership.

· PAC thanked Camila Alire and J. Linda Williams for their appearances at our Midwinter meeting and their support of public awareness efforts and advocacy.

· PAC was pleased by the response to the 9th annual Curley Lecture and asks ALA to find additional funds to support the endeavor. 

· PAC encouraged the ALA Executive Board to continue to increase funding for the Campaign for America’s Libraries and the Office for Library Advocacy. ALA needs to continue to emphasize public awareness and advocacy as stated in the ALA Strategic Plan for Advocacy. 

Planned activities for upcoming year, a concise account:

· PAC expressed interest in asking PIO director Mark Gould to invite author/actress Jamie Lee Curtis to serve as the 2009 National Library Week Honorary Chair. 

· PAC expressed enthusiasm for the outreach to the Spanish speaking audiences initiative that is being developed with the Campaign for America’s Libraries. Also, PAC expressed enthusiasm for future initiatives targeting parents and kids, and older Americans. 

· PAC wants to continue exploring avenues of collaboration with school librarians to support their efforts to obtain greater resources.

Other comments/information you believe will help the Association in its work:

Submitted by: Judith Gibbons and Mark Gould

Date Submitted: ______________________________________

Please return the completed form to Lois Ann Gregory-Wood, ALA Council Secretariat, Governance Office, American Library Association, 50 E. Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611, lgregory@ala.org.

