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PROGRAM 

Performance………………………………………...….…….Da Grewˆp  
Welcome by Master of Ceremonies…….…….…….….…José Aponte  
Authors and Performers Listed in Order of Appearance: 

                                                                                      Nancy Garden 
                                                                                     Patrice Gaines 

       Reginald Harris 
                                                                                      Anosh Irani 

                                                                                             C.M. Mayo 
Intermission……………………….....Ishangi Family African Dancers 
                                                                                     E. Ethelbert Miller  
                                                                                    Mary Kay Ricks  

Tim Tingle 
                                                     The DC WritersCorps, featuring: 

Ivory Sherman, 16 Banneker High School 
Liana Castro, 17, Duke Ellington High School 

Michael Newby, 17, Duke Ellington High School 
Isaac Colon, 22, DC WritersCorps youth instructor 

Sydney March, on flute, former DC WritersCorps instructor and board member of 
Sol y Soul  

Kenneth Carroll, DC WritersCorps director                      
 
 
Special Thanks to 2007 Many Voices, One Nation Coordinating Committee: Christina Hernandez 

(Co-Chair); Kim Guise (Co-Chair), Barbara Adrianopoli, Sonia Alcantara, Susana Baumann, Tarshel 

Beards, Elise Browne, Carolyn Garnes, Tracie Hall, Corinne Hatcher, Veronica Moudamane, Tessa 

Perry, Gwendolyn Prellwitz, Zora Sampson, Victor Schill 

 

Many Voices, One Nation @ your library® was originally conceived by ALA Past President Carol 

Brey-Casiano as a means of celebrating diverse literary voices and the unifying role that libraries 

play in building a literate nation. This program is brought to you by the Office for Diversity with 

support form the Committee on Diversity.  Cultural performance groups have sponsored by the 

Dominican University Graduate School of Library and Information Science and the Schaumburg 

Township District Library. 
 

 
 



 

MANY VOICES, ONE NATION AUTHORS AND PERFORMERS 
IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE: 

 
José Aponte is director of the San Diego County Library system. His mother, a library administrator, planted 

the seeds of his thirty-two year career in libraries when she gave him his first job (at the age of eight) reading 

stories to children who could not read. In 2002, Aponte received a White House appointment to the Laura 

Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries Advisory Council and in 2004 a Presidential appointment to the 

National Commission on Libraries and Information Sciences. Aponte received the REFORMA 2004 Trejo 

Librarian of the Year Award for “outstanding library work, locally and nationwide…and the promotion of 

Latino culture”.   

Every ten years or so, a grewˆp based out of our nations capital crosses the musical boundaries and merges 

into the mainstream music scene as a talent to be reckoned with. Early on, Da Grewˆp members, Scooby, 

Tuffy, & O, participated in the Eastern High School Concert, Jazz, and Marching bands to hone their skills.  At 

home, the mix of traditional soul music ranging from Stevie Wonder and Boyz II Men, to the hip-hop of Biggie 

Smalls and jay-Z began to fuse with the beat and pulse of their city’s music; “Go-Go”.  Their explosive live 

performances display their dedication, and pride not only to their music and the band they perform with, but 

to the community they live in.  Go-go is a subgenre of funk which originated in the Washington, D.C. area 

during the mid-to late-1970’s.  

A versatile writer, Nancy Garden has published books for middle grade readers and children as well as for 

teens, both fiction and nonfiction such as her most recent Hear Us Out! Lesbian and Gay Stories of Struggle, 

Progress, and Hope, 1950 to the Present. Her 1982 novel Annie on My Mind, the story of two high school girls 

who fall in love with each other, has brought her more attention than she wanted when it was banned from 

school library shelves in Olathe, Kansas, as well as other school districts. A group of high school students and 

their parents sued the school board in federal district court in order to get the book back on the library 

shelves. Today the book is as controversial as ever, in spite of its being viewed by many as one of the most 

important books written for teens in the past forty years. In 2003 the American Library Association gave the 

Margaret A. Edwards Award to Nancy Garden for lifetime achievement. 

 

Patrice Gaines is contributor Turn the Page and You Don't Stop: Sharing Successful Chapters in Our Lives with 
Youth. She is also the author of two other non-fiction books--the autobiography Laughing In he Dark: From 

Colored Girl to Woman of Color, A Journey from Prison to Power, and the inspirational Moments of Grace: 

Meeting The Challenge To Change. Ms. Gaines was a newspaper reporter for 23 years, working as a reporter 

for The Washington Post, The Washington Star and the Miami News. Her awards include the National Black 

Journalists First Place Award for Commentary, a Michigan Journalism Fellowship at the University of Michigan 

and team member finalist for the Pulitzer.  Her commentaries have been broadcast on National Public 

Radio's "All Things Considered." She was featured on a segment of "Dateline" and has appeared on "Oprah." 

Ms. Gaines is also a prison reform activist, and co-founder of The Brown Angel Center, a program for formerly 

incarcerated women.   

 

 

 

Recipient of Individual Artist Awards for both poetry and fiction from the Maryland State Arts Council, 
Reginald Harris is the author of 10 Tongues (Three Conditions Press), finalist for a Lambda Literary Award and 

the ForeWord Book of the Year. His work has recently appeared in the Voices Rising: Celebrating 20 Years of 

Black Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Writing and The Ringing Ear: Black Poets Lean South 

anthologies, and other publications.  He is in charge of IT Support and public computer training for the Enoch 

Pratt free Library in Baltimore, Maryland.  

 

Anosh Irani was born and brought up in Bombay, India.  He moved to Vancouver in 1998.  His first play, The 

Matka King, premiered at the Arts Club Theatre Company, Vancouver, in October 2003.  His first novel, The 

Cripple and His Talismans, was published by Raincoast Books in Spring 2004, and in the U.S and Germany in 

2005.  His second novel, The Song of Kahunsha, was published in Spring 2006 by Doubleday Canada.  His 

new play, Bombay Black, was produced in January 2006 by Cahoots Theatre Projects and was the winner of 

4 Dora Mavor Moore Awards including for Outstanding New Play. 

 

C. M. Mayo, a Texas native and longtime resident of Mexico City, taught economics and international 

finance at ITAM in Mexico City before turning to literary pursuits.  She is the author of Sky Over El Nido, which 

won her the Flannery O’ Connor for Short Fiction, and editor of Mexico: A Traveler’s Literary Companion.  Her 

travel writing has been recognized with three Lowell Thomas Awards. 
 
ISHANGI FAMILY AFRICAN DANCERS was founded in 1958 by Baba Ishangi, traditional African Priest and 

culturalist. The ISHANGI FAMILY AFRICAN DANCERS have performed twice before the World Body of the 

United Nations. The name "ISHANGI" means gatekeeper, and defines Baba as caretaker and preserver of the 

culture, and way of life of his noble ancestors. His focus is the appreciation and understanding of African 

culture, i.e. history, philosophy, lifestyle and the arts. 

 

E. Ethelbert Miller is a literary activist.  He is the board chairperson of the Institute for Policy Studies (IPS).  He is 
a board member of The Writer's Center and editor of Poet Lore magazine.  Since 1974, he has been the 

director of the African American Resource Center at Howard University.  Mr. Miller is the former chair of the 

Humanities Council of Washington, D.C. and a former core faculty member of the Bennington Writing 

Seminars at Bennington College. 

 

A former attorney at the Department of Labor, Mary Kay Ricks has written about Washington history for 

numerous publications including the Washington Post, Slate, and Washington History.  Escape on the Pearl: 

the Heroic Bid for Freedom on the Underground Railroad, chronicles the largest escape ever attempted and 

its political ramifications through the well-detailed lives of the Edmonson family.  Ricks is currently working on 

a young adult account of the story which focuses on the two most famous fugitives – 13-year-old Emily and 

15-year-old Mary Edmonson – who exchanged slave pens in three different states for Oberlin College.  

 

A  powerful conference speaker and festival performer, Tim Tingle was featured at the 2002 National 

Storytelling Festival. He delivered the keynote address at the 2006 Johnson O'Malley Conference of 

Oklahoma and in October will  perform in Victoria, British Columbia, at The International Artists of Conscience 

Symposium. In March of 2003, he completed his tenth tour of Germany for the U.S Department of Defense, 

performing at schools for children of military personnel. He has performed as a featured storyteller in festivals 

covering a thirty-state area, and in 2004 was a Teller-In-Residence at the International Storytelling Center. As 

a storyteller, Tingle brings the lore of the Choctaw Nation to life in lively historical, personal, and traditional 

stories. He plays the Native American flute and often accompanies himself with an assortment of gourd 

rattles and drums, adding a haunting dimension to a concert. Vocable chants and hymns sung in the 

Choctaw language also compliment his stories. 

 

DC WritersCorp has offered community writing workshops and literacy programs to at risk and underserved 

residents in Washington, DC since 1994.  In that time we’ve served over 10,000 residents, employed over 150 

writers, and partnered with 100 community sites.  DC WritersCorps sends accomplished writers into DC public 

middle/junior high schools to serve over 500 teens a year.  We are a 501(C)3 organization. 


