
Many Voices, One Nation Booklist 
 
Many Voices, One Nation began as an initiative of past American Library Association 
President Carol Brey-Casiano. In 2005 ALA Chapters, Ethnic Caucuses, and other ALA 
groups were asked to contribute annotated book selections that best represent the 
uniqueness, diversity, and/or heritage of their state, region or group. Selections are 
featured for children, young adults, and adults. The list is a sampling that showcases the 
diverse voices that exist in our nation and its literature. 

A 

Alabama Library Association 
Title: Send Me Down a Miracle 
Author: Han Nolan 
Publisher: San Diego: Harcourt Brace 
Date of Publication: 1996 
ISBN#:   
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: Adrienne Dabney, a flamboyant New York City artist, returns to Casper, 
Alabama, the sleepy, God-fearing town of her birth, to conduct an artistic experiment.  
Her big-city ways and artsy ideas aren't exactly embraced by the locals, but it's her claim 
of having had a vision of Jesus that splits the community.  Deeply affected is fourteen-
year-old Charity Pittman, daughter of a local preacher.  Reverend Pittman thinks 
Adrienne is the devil incarnate while Charity thinks she's wonderful.  Believer is pitted 
against nonbeliever and Charity finds herself caught in the middle, questioning her father, 
her religion, and herself. 
 

Alabama Library Association 
Title: Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café 
Author: Fannie Flagg 
Publisher: New York: Random House 
Date of Publication: 1987 
ISBN#:   
[X] Adults 
Annotation: This begins as the story of two women in the 1980s, of gray-headed Mrs. 
Threadgoode telling her life story to Evelyn who is caught in the sad slump of middle 
age.  The tale Mrs. Threadgoode tells is of two women in the 1930s, tomboyish Idgie and 
her dear friend Ruth who run a little café in Whistle Stop, Alabama.  The café offers good 
barbecue, good coffee, lots of love and laughter, and even a murder now and then.  The 
story offers characters that are fresh, believable, and endearing and a plot that is both 
humorous and dramatic with an ending sure to bring tears to the eyes of all but the totally 
heartless. 
 



Alaska Library Association 
Title: Two Old Women:  An Alaskan Legend of Betrayal, Courage, and Survival 
Author: Wallis, Velma 
Publisher: Epicenter Press 
Date of Publication: 1993 
ISBN#: 0945397186 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: This book is a moving retelling of an Athabaskan legend of two elderly 
women, abandoned by a migrating tribe that faces starvation during the long, harsh 
winter, who take courage from each other and surprise themselves when they decide, 
"We will die trying." 
 

Alaska Library Association 
Title: Kitaq Goes Ice Fishing 
Author: Nicolai, Margaret 
Publisher: Alaska Northwest Books 
Date of Publication: 1998 
ISBN#: 0882405047 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Kitaq is not yet six years old when his grandfather takes him ice fishing for 
the first time, carrying on an age-old tradition among the Yupi'k people. 
 

Arizona Library Association 
Title: When Clay Sings 
Author: Byrd Baylor 
Illustrator: Tom Bahti 
Publisher: Charles Scribner's Sons 
Date of Publication: 1972 
ISBN#: 684-12807-1 
[X] Children 
Annotation: This Caldecott Honor Book is beautifully written by Byrd Baylor with Tom 
Bahti's wonderful drawings inspired by four ancient cultures from the Southwest: 
Hohokam, Anasazi, Mogollon, and Mimbres.  Baylor reminds us "everything has its own 
spirit, even a broken pot. They say that every piece of clay is a piece of someone's life. 
They even say it has its own small voice and sings in its own way." 
 

Arizona Library Association 
Title: Sunk Without a Sound: The Tragic Colorado River Honeymoon of Glen and Bessie 
Hyde 
Author: Brad Dimock 
Publisher: Fretwater Press 
Date of Publication: 2001 



ISBN#: 1892327988 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: In 1928 newlyweds Glen and Bessie Hyde began their honeymoon voyage 
down the Colorado River through the Grand Canyon.  Somewhere along the way they 
both vanished without a trace.  Glen's father launched a search of the Grand Canyon for 
the two but only found their upright and fully loaded boat.  In the years that followed 
many rumors of foul play including murder started, fed by "sightings" of people 
suspected as being one of the lost couple.  Flagstaff, Arizona author Dimock spent two 
years researching this mystery.  This well-illustrated book describes his search and gives 
us, at least, speculation regarding what really happened. 
 

Arkansas Library Association 
Title: Purple, Green and Yellow 
Author: Munsch, Robert 
Publisher: Annick Press Ltd. 
Date of Publication: 1992 
ISBN#: 1550372556 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Brigid is having fun with her markers until she goes overboard and paints on 
herself with her super-indelible-never-comes-off-till-you're-dead markers. Nothing will 
remove the color, so she finds the purple marker and covers up all the other colors. She 
looks better than before--too good to be true. 

Arkansas Library Association 
Title: Wee Free Men 
Author: Pratchett, Terry 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 0060012374 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: How can Tiffany, a want to be witch protect her land and save her annoying 
spoiled little brother from the Queen of the Elves? With the help of a talking toad, and the 
roaring hoards of the Wee Free Men. You've never met a wilder bunch of head butting, 
kilt wearing, gibberish-cursing wee folk and you'll never forget them. 
 

C 

California Library Association 
Title: The Ballad of Lucy Whipple 
Author: Karen Cushman 
Publisher: Clarion Books 
Date of Publication: August 16, 1996 
ISBN#: 0395728061 



[X] Children 
Annotation: In 1849, twelve-year-old California Morning Whipple, who renames herself 
Lucy, is distraught when her mother moves the family from Massachusetts to a rough 
California mining town. Lucy, an avid book lover, detests the lack of civility and suffers 
the hardships of her new surroundings, but unconsciously evolves into a Californian, 
finding gold in the people and natural beauty of the Northern California wilderness. 
 

California Library Association 
Title: The Grapes of Wrath. Centennial Edition (1902-2002) 
Author: John Steinbeck 
Publisher: Penguin Books; John Stein edition 
Date of Publication: January 3, 2002 (Plus various editions and publishers) 
ISBN#: 0142000663 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Although it follows the movement of thousands of men and women and the 
transformation of an entire nation, The Grapes of Wrath is also the story of one 
Oklahoma farm family, the Joads, who are driven off their homestead and forced to travel 
west to the promised land of California. Out of their trials and their repeated collisions 
against the hard realities of an America divided into Haves and Have-Nots, Steinbeck 
created a drama that is intensely human yet majestic in its scale and moral vision, 
elemental yet plainspoken, tragic but ultimately stirring in its insistence on human 
dignity. 
 

Chinese American Librarians Association 
Title: Child of the Owl 
Author: Laurence Yep 
Publisher: Harper Trophy 
Date of Publication: 1990, c1977 
ISBN#: 006440336X 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Twelve-year-old Casey was sent to live with her grandmother, Paw-Paw, in 
San Francisco's Chinatown. Casey felt lost in the school, in the crowds of Chinatown. 
While missing her father terribly, she learned about the mother she never knew, made 
friends, and realized that Paw-Paw's home is her home. This is one of the Golden 
Mountain Chronicles that depict how seven generations of a Chinese American family 
adapted to achieve their hopes and dreams. 
 

Chinese American Librarians Association 
Title: The Chinese in America 
Author: Chang, Iris 
Publisher: New York: Penguin 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0142004170 



[X] Adults 
Annotation: Interweaving political, social, economic, and cultural history, as well as the 
stories of individuals, Chang offers a bracing view not only of what it means to be 
Chinese American, but also of what it is to be American. 
 

Colorado Library Association 
Title: Centennial 
Author: James Michener 
Publisher: Random House 
Date of Publication: 1974 
ISBN#: 039447970X, but also in abridged paperback by Fawcett (reissue), IBSN 
#0449214192 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: This story -- historical fiction written as a tribute to America's bicentennial -- 
captures the spirit of the history, land, and people of Colorado, while telling an intriguing 
tale. 
 

Colorado Library Association 
Title: A Different Kind of Hero 
Author: Ann R. Blakeslee 
Publisher: Marshall Cavendish Children's Books 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 0761451471 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Set in Colorado during the gold rush era, this book tells the story of a gentler 
approach to the racism that infected the mining communities, especially against the 
Chinese immigrant workers. In 1999, it received the UNESCO Prize for Children's and 
Young People's Literature in the Service of Tolerance. 
 

Connecticut Library Association 
Title: 26 FAIRMOUNT AVENUE 
Author: Tomie DePaola 
Publisher: G.P. Putnam’s Sons 
Date of Publication: 1999 
ISBN#: 039923246X 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Beloved children's book author/illustrator Tomie DePaola tells about his 
family, friends, and the events that surrounded him as a young boy growing up in 
Meriden, CT. He recalls the hurricane of 1938, his first day of kindergarten, the premier 
of Disney's Snow White at the movie theater, and especially the building of the family's 
new house on Fairmount Avenue. This is the first book in a series of charming, easy to 
read, autobiographical stories 
 



Connecticut Library Association 
Title: The Way of Duty: a woman and her family in Revolutionary America 
Author: Joy Day Buel and Richard Buel, Jr. 
Publisher: W.W. Norton 
Date of Publication: 1984 
ISBN#: 0393017672 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: This is the saga of Mary Fish Silliman (1736-1818) and her family who lived 
in Connecticut during the American Revolution. Drawn from her letters and journals, this 
is a fascinating look at childhood, education, and religion as well as the obstacles 
surrounding marriage, home life, childbirth, death, and war. Her adventures illuminate 
the day-to-day realities of living through the American Revolution. The Battle of Groton 
Heights, 1781, was fought in nearby Groton, nearly on Mary's doorstep. 
 

D                 

DC Library Association 
Title: Lost in the City 
Author: Edward P. Jones 
Publisher: Amistad 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 0060566280 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Fourteen short stories about African American life that are set in the District 
Columbia's inner city -- beyond the federal monuments and Capital Hill. The varied cast 
of characters struggles to maintain family, community, and hope. Jones won the Pulitzer 
Prize for fiction in 2004 for his novel, The Known World. 
 

DC Library Association 
Title: When Marian Sang 
Author: Pam Muñoz Ryan 
Illustrator: Brian Selznick 
Publisher: Scholastic Press 
Date of Publication: 2002 
ISBN#: 0-439-26967-9 
[X] Children 
Annotation: On Easter Sunday, 1939, Marian Anderson sang on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial having been barred from singing in Constitution Hall because she was African 
American. The book traces her love of music from her childhood until the historic 
concert where her magnificent voice brought 75,000 people of all kinds together. This is 
the story of the fulfillment of the dream of a child and a race, and the power of music. 
 



Delaware Library Association 
Title: Red Bird 
Author: Barbara Mitchell 
Publisher: Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books 
Date of Publication: 1996 
ISBN#: 95-9664 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Katie and her family travel from the city to Millsboro, Delaware for a 
reunion with family and friends at the annual pow-wow, a time of celebration for tribes 
from across North America. Katie, as “Red Bird”, discovers and celebrates her Native 
American heritage through the songs, stories, crafts and food of the Nanticoke tribe. 
 

Delaware Library Association 
Title: Unlikely Allies : Fort Delaware’s Prison Community in the Civil War 
Author: Dale Fetzer & Bruce Mowday 
Publisher: Stackpole Books 
Date of Publication: 99-29577 
ISBN#:   
[X] Adults 
Annotation:  Fort Delaware, with a population over 16,000 prisoners and townspeople, 
was known as the “Andersonville of the North”. However, through newly discovered 
primary source materials, the authors describe a group of men and women determined not 
only to survive but also to carve out a community and live peacefully with the enemy on 
tiny Pea Patch Island. 
 

F 

Florida Library Association 
Title: Hoot 
Author: Carl Hiaasan 
Publisher: Alfred A. Knopf 
Date of Publication: 2002 
ISBN#: 0375821813 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Unfortunately, Roy's first acquaintance in Florida is Dana Matherson, a well-
known bully. Then again, if Dana hadn't been sinking his thumbs into Roy's temples and 
mashing his face against the school-bus window, Roy might never have spotted the 
running boy. Desperate to find some action in Florida, Roy trails the barefoot runner. As 
a friendship with the mysterious boy develops, Roy becomes involved in an attempt to 
save a colony of burrowing owls from the construction of the new "Mother Paula's All-
American Pancake House." 
 



Florida Library Association 
Title: A Land Remembered 
Author: Patrick D. Smith 
Publisher: Pineapple Press 
Date of Publication: 1984 
ISBN#: 0910923124 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: A Land Remembered is an amazing book that tells the story of three 
generations of the MacIvey family. The novel takes place in Central Florida, starting 
before the Civil War. It chronicles three generations of the MacIvey family, beginning 
with Tobias MacIvey's arrival in Florida in 1858 and ending with Solomon MacIvey's 
realization in 1968 that much of the original Florida is gone. The visions of Florida as a 
raw, unsettled land that tolerates, but never encourages those daring enough to challenge 
her make this a must read for historians and Floridians alike. 
 

Florida Library Association 
Title: The Sugar Island 
Author: Ivonne Lamazaras 
Publisher: Mariner Books 
Date of Publication: October 2001 
ISBN#: 061815454X 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: The Sugar Island tells the story of a mother and daughter trying and finally 
succeeding in escaping Cuba for Miami, and all the difficulties of life in both places. The 
harsh realities of life in Cuba are fleshed out in the day to day life of the 15-year-old 
narrator, Tanya, her family, and the people she knows. Lamazares makes the lives and 
places sing out with poetry on every page and she relates each hardship in a 
straightforward way that calls out for compassion and never sentimentalizes. These are 
memorable characters and a top literary voice on Cuba and Cuban emigrees. 
 

G 

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered Round Table 
Title: The Shared Heart 
Author: Photographs by Adam Mastoon 
Publisher: William Morrow & Company 
Date of Publication: 1997, reprinted 2001 
ISBN#: 0688149316 
[X] Children / Young Adults 
Annotation: This award-winning book features beautiful black and white portraits of 
lesbian, gay and bisexual youths with first-person accounts about the challenges and 
isolation of growing up gay. The young people come from a diverse range of racial, 
economic and family backgrounds. They are sons and daughters, bothers and sisters, 



class presidents, athletes, artists, and students. The portraits and stories reveal the courage 
it takes to live honestly and openly. 
 

Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered Round Table 
Title: Sister& Brother: Lesbians & Gay Men Write About Their Lives Together 
Author: edited by Joan Nestle and John Preston 
Publisher: HarperCollins 
Date of Publication: 1994, trade paper 1995 
ISBN#: 0062510568 Trade Paperback - 006251055X Hardcover 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: A collection of 30 original essays about friendships, relationships, and 
familial support between gay men and lesbians. It celebrates the similarities and 
differences in the community of GLBT people. Paul Monette, Jewelle Gomez, Cherrie 
Moraga, and Bernard Cooper are some of the authors that contributed to this award 
winning title. Library Journal called it "A beautiful anthology that affirms the human 
spirit". 
 

Georgia Library Association 
Title: Ida Early Comes Over the Mountain 
Author: Robert Burch 
Publisher: Avon 
Date of Publication: 1980 
ISBN#: 0-380-57091-2 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Tough times in rural Georgia during the Depression take a lively turn when 
spirited Ida Early arrives to keep house for the Suttons. 
 

Georgia Library Association 
Title: Skeleton Man 
Author: Joseph Bruchac 
Publisher: HarperCollins 
Date of Publication: 2001 
ISBN#: 0-060-29075-7 
[X] Young Adult 
Annotation: After her parents disappear and she is turned over to the care of a strange 
"great-uncle," Molly must rely on her dreams about an old Mohawk story for her safety 
and maybe even for her life. 
 

Georgia Library Association 
Title: Ecology of a Cracker Childhood 
Author: Janisse Ray 



Publisher: Milkweed Editions 
Date of Publication: 1999 
ISBN#: 1-57131-234-X 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Ecology of a Cracker Childhood tells how a childhood spent in rural 
isolation and steeped in religious fundamentalism grew into a passion to save the almost 
vanished longleaf pine ecosystem that once covered the South. 
 

H 

Hawaii Library Association 
Title: The Musubi Man: Hawaii's Gingerbread Man 
Author: Sandi Takayama, Illustrator: Pat Hall 
Publisher: Bess Press 
Date of Publication: 1996 
ISBN#: 1573060534 
[X] Children 
Annotation: A Hawaii version of the familiar Gingerbread Man story, retold in local 
Hawaiian style. 
 

Hawaii Library Association 
Title: From A Native Daughter: Colonialism and Sovereignty in Hawaii (Revised 
Edition) 
Author: Haunani-Kay Trask 
Publisher: University of Hawaii Press 
Date of Publication: 1999 
ISBN#: 0824820592 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Haunani-Kay Trask is an internationally recognized Hawaiian activist, 
scholar, and poet. From a Native Daughter offers an incisive and provocative collection 
of essays on sovereignty, tourism, militarization, racism, and other themes in Hawaii 
politics and culture. Twelve years after its original publication, this revised edition 
remains a powerful and at times stunning text. It has shaped Hawaii's, as well as 
America's, understanding of sovereignty issues, colonialism, and race relations in Hawaii. 
 

Hawaii Library Association 
Title: Blue Skin of the Sea 
Author: Graham Salisbury 
Publisher: Dell (New York) 
Date of Publication: 1992 
ISBN#: 0440219051 
[X] Young Adults 



Annotation: Growing up in Hawaii between 1953 and 1966, Sonny tries to come to terms 
with his feelings for his fisherman father and the vast sea that dominates his life. 
 

I  

Idaho Library Association 
Title: Polly Bemis: A Chinese American Pioneer 
Author: Priscilla Wegars 
Publisher: Backeddy Books 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: B0006S4GLO 
[X] Children 
Annotation: A picture-book biography for children, Polly Bemis: A Chinese American 
Pioneer tells the story of the Pacific Northwest's most famous Chinese American woman. 
Polly Bemis was sold in China by her parents in 1853, and then smuggled into this 
country, purchased by a Chinese man, and taken to Warren, Idaho to work in a gambling 
hall. Bemis spent the rest of her life on the banks of Idaho's "River of No Return," the 
Salmon River. 
 

Idaho Library Association 
Title: Traplines: Coming Home to Sawtooth Valley 
Author: John Rember 
Publisher: Pantheon Books 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 0-375-42207-2 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: John Rember, author of Traplines: Coming Home to Sawtooth Valley was 
born in Sun Valley, Idaho and grew up in the nearby Sawtooth Valley.  Traplines is 
memoir, history, philosophy, and a picture from one man's perspective of a special place 
in time and geography.  This book shows how we have evolved our communities in the 
rural West, and will leave the reader with a strong sense of place, and of times past and 
present. 
 

Illinois Library Association 
Title: The Encyclopedia of Chicago 
Author: James R. Grossman, Ann Durkin Keating, Janice L. Reiff, editors; Michael P. 
Conzen, cartographic editor 
Publisher: The University of Chicago Press 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0-226-31015-9 
[X] Adults 



Annotation: With primary assistance from the Newberry Library and the Chicago 
Historical Society, over 460 scholars have produced an impressive work documenting the 
history of Chicago.  This will appeal to everyone for fact-finding or reading for pleasure.  
Enjoy the historical photographs, maps, and a timeline for 1630-2000.  Architecture, 
politics, neighborhoods, sports, or culture, this book explores the elements of a world-
class city in America's Midwest. 
 

Illinois Library Association 
Title: A Long Way from Chicago: a Novel in Stories 
Author: Richard Peck 
Publisher: Dial Books for Young Readers 
Date of Publication: 1998 
ISBN#: 0-8037-2290-7 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: Illinois native Richard Peck tells several stories about the summer 
adventures of two city youths, Joey and Mary Alice, as they find life in rural Illinois not 
at all what they expected.  A small 1930s town provides a venue for them to explore 
family ties, politics, religion, fishing, airplanes, ghosts, and railroads.  This delightful 
book will have you wishing for another adolescence to be near Tuscola alongside 
Grandma Dowdel, a mighty woman with clever ideas. 
 

Indiana Library Association 
Title: How I Found the Strong: A Novel of the Civil War 
Author: Margaret McMullan 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Company 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#:   
[X] Children/Young Adults 
Annotation: This novel gives an excellent picture of the home front in the South during 
the Civil War. Ten-year-old Frank, too young to enlist, witnessed the cost of war: loss of 
loved ones and the end of his boyhood and his family's way of life. His growing 
friendship with Buck, the family slave, brings about a believable change and newfound 
strength in Frank. 
 

Indiana Library Association 
Title: In God We Trust: All Others Pay Cash 
Author: Jean Shepherd 
Publisher: Broadway Books; Syndetic Solutions 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#:   
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Jean Shepherd disproves the adage "You can never go back" in this wildly 
witty reunion with his Indiana hometown. Bending the ear of Flick, his childhood-buddy-



turned-bartender, Shepherd recalls passionately his genuine Red Ryder BB gun, 
confesses adolescent failure in the arms of Junie Jo Prewitt, and relives a story of man 
against fish that not even Hemingway could rival. From Pop Art to the World's Fair, 
Shepherd's subjects speak with a universal irony and are deeply and unabashedly 
grounded in American Midwestern life. 
 

Iowa Library Association 
Title: Once Upon a Farm 
Author: Artley, Bob 
Publisher: Gretna, LA: Pelican Pub. 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 1565547535 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: An Iowan portrays life on the farm in the first half of the twentieth century. 
Activities, from butchering meat and seeding oats in the spring to picking corn and 
stacking corn fodder in the fall, are described in short, topical sections. The lively text is 
enhanced by cartoon drawings explaining such operations as how the corn sheller, butter 
churn, and crank telephone worked. Artley has captured the true sense of an Iowa 
heritage.  
 

Iowa Library Association 
Title: Kate Shelley: Bound for Legend 
Author: San Souci, Robert D 
Publisher: Dial 
Date of Publication: 1995 
ISBN#: 0803712901 
[X] Children 
Annotation: When the railroad bridge over Honey Creek collapsed during a heavy 
rainstorm one night in 1881, fifteen-year-old Kate Shelley did the unthinkable. She 
crawled over the open cross ties of the 700-foot long Des Moines River Bridge to reach 
Moingona Station and warn oncoming trains. In 1901 a new bridge was built. Two 
hundred feet above the Des Moines River, it is the tallest double-track trestle railroad 
bridge in the world. It’s name? Kate Shelley High Bridge.     
 

Iowa Library Association 
Title: Gilead 
Author: Robinson, Marilynne 
Publisher: Farrar Straus & Giroux 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0374153892 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: In 1956, toward the end of Reverend John Ames' life he begins a letter to his 
young son, sharing an account of his life growing up in a small Iowa town.  He speaks of 



his father, an ardent pacifist, and his grandfather, a violent abolitionist, at the same time 
musing on a century of American history.  Marilynne Robinson's novel of fathers and 
sons, loneliness and love, faith and family has received much praise. 
 

K  

Kansas Library Association 
Title: Climbing Kansas Mountains 
Author: Shannon, George 
Illustrator: Thomas B. Allen 
Publisher: Bradbury Press (NY) 
Date of Publication: 1993 
ISBN#: 0027821811 
[X] Children 
Annotation: When Sam's father suggests that they "climb a Kansas mountain," skeptical 
Sam says, "Sure . . . and watch pigs fly," but he changes his mind after his father drives 
him to the grain elevators where they climb "as high as eight houses stacked like blocks." 
This appealing picture book evokes a spirit of wonder, peace, and the expansiveness of 
the Kansas plains while also describing the love and security of being with a parent. 
 

Kansas Library Association 
Title: Rain Is Not My Indian Name 
Author: Cynthia Leitich Smith 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
Date of Publication: 2001 
ISBN#: 0688173977 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: The narrator, 14-year-old Cassidy Rain Berghoff, grows up in a small 
Kansas town as one of the few people with some Native American heritage. Rain's 
mother is dead (she was struck by lightning), and as the novel opens, her best friend is 
killed in a car accident just after he and Rain realize their friendship has grown into 
romance. Six months later, her older brother urges her to go to her great-aunt's Indian 
Camp. At first she shrugs it off, but later volunteers to photograph the camp for the town 
paper and begins to share her Aunt Georgia's commitment to it. When public funding for 
the camp becomes a contested issue in the city council, Rain decides to enroll. Rain's 
loose-knit family allow Rain to draw her own conclusions about who she is and what her 
heritage means to her. 
 

Kansas Library Association 
Title: Forever Kansas! 
Author: Kurtis, Bill 
Publisher: Kansas City Star Books 



Date of Publication: 2002 
ISBN#: 0972273948 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: This collection of photographs from Kansas! Magazine celebrates the 
compelling richness of the Kansas landscape. It also celebrates the life of former Kansas! 
Editor Andrea Glenn.  Author Bill Kurtis is a native of southeast Kansas, former CBS 
reporter and producer, and is now the anchor of A&E television series' Cold Case Files, 
American Justice, and Investigative Reports. 
 

Kentucky Library Association 
Title: Big Mama 
Author: Tony Crunk 
Publisher: New York:  Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 0374306885 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Billy Boyd's grandmother is a favorite of all the neighborhood kids. Big 
Mama can build freight trains and spaceships, knows intergalactic code, and she plays 
kickball like one of them. On hot summer evenings she treats the whole gang to ice 
cream from the popular stand across town.  Leading the kids there and back, Big Mama 
makes the sojourn an adventure to remember.  This remembrance of Crunk's childhood in 
his small hometown in western Kentucky is funny and heartwarming. 
 

Kentucky Library Association 
Title: Affrilachia 
Author: Frank X Walker 
Publisher: Lexington, KY:  Old Cove Press 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 0967542405 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: Kentucky has a unique, fresh voice in poet Frank X Walker. This book 
brings together his finest poems of the last ten years. Walker coined the word 
"Affrilachia" to help make visible the experience of African-Americans living in rural 
areas like Appalachia. Kentucky author Gurney Norman writes: "The poems in 
Affrilachia are funny and sad, tragic and hopeful, angry and determined, and as filled 
with generosity and love as poetry by any American writer in a generation. This book is 
powerful and beautiful. It is honest and true." Some libraries place this work in the adult 
nonfiction collection; yet, the themes of his poems are reflective of the angst of young 
men of all ethnicities.  Teenagers, in particular, relate to Walker's subject matter. 
 

Kentucky Library Association 
Title: The Coal Tattoo 
Author: Silas House 



Publisher: Chapel Hill, NC:  Algonquin Books 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 1565123689 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Set in the mountains of eastern Kentucky, The Coal Tattoo is the story of 
two sisters who can't live together, but can't bear to be apart. Left to raise themselves in a 
small coal mining town after the death of their parents and grandmothers, Anneth and 
Easter are as different as night and day. Anneth is a passionate rebel, suffering from 
manic depression, who falls in and out of love effortlessly.  Easter is a devout Pentecostal 
with the gift of foresight, but too afraid of men to date. Anneth journeys to Nashville for 
the flash of the big city while Easter journeys through a crisis of faith that may shatter 
everything she has always cherished.  This book is the story that connects House's 
previous books Clay's Quilt and A Parchment of Leaves.  
 

L 

Louisiana Library Association 
Title: Charting Louisiana: Five Hundred Years of Maps 
Author: Alfred E. Lemmon, John T. Magill, and Jason R. Wiese 
Publisher: Historic New Orleans Collection 
Date of Publication: c2003 
ISBN#: 0917860470 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Published by the Historic New Orleans Collection to celebrate the 
bicentennial of the Louisiana Purchase, this beautifully presented volume is an 
unprecedented compilation of 193 high-quality reproductions of important maps 
illustrating the development of Louisiana from the early sixteenth century to the present, 
along with historical essays providing a broader context for understanding the maps. 
 

Louisiana Library Association 
Title: My Louisiana Sky 
Author: Holt, Kimberly Willis 
Publisher: Holt 
Date of Publication: c1998 
ISBN#: 0805052518 
[X] Children/Young Adults 
Annotation: Tiger Ann Parker is smart in school and good at baseball, but she's 
constantly teased about her family in their small town of Saitter, Louisiana. Tiger Ann 
knows her folks are mentally slow, and she keeps her pain and embarrassment hidden as 
long as her strong and smart Granny runs the household, but when Granny dies suddenly 
and Aunt Dorie Kay arrives, Tiger Ann must make the most important decision of her 
life. 
 



M 

Maine Library Association 
Title: The Country of the Pointed Firs, and Other Stories 
Author: Sarah Orne Jewett 
Publisher: Various editions  
Date of Publication: Originally published as The Best Stories of Sarah Orne Jewett 
(Houghton Mifflin: 1925) 
ISBN#:   
[X] Adults 
Annotation: These elegantly crafted stories, set in 19th-century coastal Maine, reveal the 
inner lives of the people who reside there and contend with the sea, long winters, and 
hardscrabble living. 
 

Maine Library Association 
Title: Miss Rumphius 
Author: Barbara Cooney 
Publisher: Viking Press 
Date of Publication: 1982 
ISBN#: 0-670-47958-6 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Miss Rumphius was once a little girl who loved the sea, longed to visit 
faraway places, and wished to do something to make the world more beautiful. This 
classic tale inspires us all to find our own way to bring beauty and delight into the lives of 
those around us. 
 

Maryland Library Association 
Title: The Wished For Country 
Author: Wayne Karlin 
Publisher: Curbstone Press 
Date of Publication: 2002 
ISBN#: 1880684896 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: A rich evocative novel of the brutal life and times during the founding of the 
Maryland colony. The story revolves around three main characters: an English indentured 
servant, an African slave, and a Piscataway Indian. Taking into account the politics and 
religious rivalries of the time, the novel eloquently demonstrates the varied perspectives, 
motivations and world views of the people who were the ancestors of present day 
Marylanders. 
 

Maryland Library Association 
Title: Homecoming 



Author: Cynthia Voigt 
Publisher: Atheneum 
Date of Publication: 1981 
ISBN#: 0-689-30833-7 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: Abandoned by their mother, four children begin a search for a home and an 
identity. And home becomes Crisfield, Maryland and their identity as the Tillerman 
family comes from their growing relationship with their estranged grandmother. The 
setting anchors and defines the whole story. 
 

Maryland Library Association 
Title: B Is For Blue Crab: A Maryland Alphabet 
Author: Shirley C. Menendez, Laura Stutzman 
Publisher: Thomson & Gale 
Date of Publication: September 30, 2004 
ISBN#: 1585361607 
[X] Children 
Annotation: A short verse accompanies each letter of the alphabet that represents 
something unique about Maryland, with a more detailed description on a side panel. The 
illustrations are very realistic and beautifully compliment the words. This is another 
outstanding publication from the Discover America By State series, and a wonderful 
portrayal of the State of Maryland. 
 

Massachusetts Library Association 
Title: Zachary's Ball 
Author: Matt Tavares 
Publisher: Candlewick Press 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 0-7636-0730-4 
[X] Children 
Annotation: A young boy's first visit to a ballpark with his dad turns into a magical event 
for him. The setting is Boston's Fenway Park and the home team is the Red Sox. The 
realistic drawings capture the excitement of the game and perfectly convey the 
imaginative events that follow. 
 

Massachusetts Library Association 
Title:  The Silent Boy 
Author:  Lois Lowry 
Publisher:  Houghton Mifflin/Walter Lorraine Books 
Date of  
Publication:  April 28, 2003 
ISBN#:  0618282319 
[X]  Young Adult 



Annotation:   
 
Winner of the 2004 Massachusetts Book Award, this turn-of-the-century novel features 
ten-year-old Katy Thatcher. Determined to be a doctor like her father, her caring and 
thoughtful nature lead her to befriend Jacob, a 14-year-old autistic boy. Katy's seeming 
ability to understand Jacob's actions and share her thoughts with us, lends a somewhat 
comforting note to the tragic event that occurs. 
 

Massachusetts Library Association 
Title: A Kiss from Maddalena 
Author: Christopher Castellani 
Publisher: Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 1-56512-389-1 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Vito and Maddalena are star-crossed young lovers in Santa Cecelia, a small 
Italian village where one day flows into the next with a sameness born of tradition. The 
year is 1943. The current of war is changing the village-- testing the bonds of love, 
loyalty, and family that are the fabric of village life. 
 

Michigan Library Association 
Title: Once on This Island 
Author: Gloria Whelan 
Publisher: Harper Collins 
Date of Publication: 1995 
ISBN#: 0064406199 
[X] Children /Young Adults 
Annotation: Young Mary's family is changed dramatically as the war between England 
and America comes to Mackinac Island, Michigan. It is 1812 and Mary's father leaves to 
join the American army in Detroit but not before putting his three children in charge of 
the farm. Mary's challenge is to hold family and farm together in the face of many 
dangers. 
 

Michigan Library Association 
Title: Arc of Justice: A Saga of Race, Civil Rights, and Murder in the Jazz Age 
Author: Kevin Boyle 
Publisher: Henry Holt 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0805071458 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: The 2004 National Book Award winner for nonfiction details the story of Dr. 
Ossian Sweet, who moves his African-American family into an all-white neighborhood in 
1920s Detroit. After violence erupts at the Sweet home and a white man is killed, the 



gripping story shifts to the courtroom as Dr. Sweet and his family and friends are all on 
trial for murder in this landmark event in the development of the civil rights movement. 
 

Minnesota Library Association 
Title: Antler, Bear, Canoe: A Northwoods Alphabet Year 
Author: Betsy Bowen 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin 
Date of Publication: August 2002 
ISBN#: 061820864X 
[X] Children 
Annotation: The book introduces the letters of the alphabet in woodcut illustrations and 
brief text depicting the changing seasons in the northern woods. 
 

Minnesota Library Association 
Title: Soldier's Heart: a novel of the Civil War 
Author: Gary Paulsen 
Publisher: Laurel Leaf 
Date of Publication: September 2000 
ISBN#: 0440228387 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: Eager to enlist, fifteen-year-old Charley has a change of heart after 
experiencing both the physical horrors and mental anguish of Civil War combat. 
 

Minnesota Library Association 
Title: Bring Warm Clothes: letters and photos from Minnesota's past 
Author: Peg Meier 
Publisher: Neighbors Publishing 
Date of Publication: 1981 
ISBN#: 0932272061 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: A wonderful look at "the ordinary people" of Minnesota and their social life 
and customs, viewed through historic photographs, letters, essays, and diary entries.  The 
author starts out with "Pre-history" and covers the decades up to World War II providing 
vivid glimpse of the lives of Minnesotans. 
 

Mississippi Library Association 
Title: A Bus of Our Own 
Author: Freddi Williams Evans, Shawn Costello, illustrator 
Publisher: Albert Whitman & Company 
Date of Publication: September 1, 2001 
ISBN#: 0807509701 



[X] Children 
Annotation: Mable Jean has to walk five miles to go to school. There is no school bus for 
African Americans in Mississippi during the post-World War II era. When she hurts her 
foot and cannot walk, Mable Jean questions her parents as to why white children have a 
bus to ride to school while she and her friends must walk. The story, based on truth, 
evolves into the tale of how the community works together to provide the African 
American children a bus of their own. 
 

Mississippi Library Association 
Title: Holt Collier, His Life, His Roosevelt Hunts, and the Origin of the Teddy Bear 
Author: Minor Ferris Buchanan 
Publisher: Centennial Press of Mississippi, Inc. 
Date of Publication: August 1, 2002 
ISBN#: 1893062376 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Holt Collier's life was one exciting adventure after another. He was born into 
slavery and eventually ran away to fight for the confederacy. He returned to the 
Mississippi delta where he became a hunter of legendary status. When President 
Theodore Roosevelt visited Mississippi in hopes of killing a black bear, the Teddy Bear 
originated. Holt Collier led the hunt. Although he killed more bear than Daniel Boone 
and Davy Crockett combined, his notoriety died with him until this book. 
 

Missouri Library Association 
Title: Betsey Brown 
Author: Ntozake Shange 
Publisher: St Martins 
Date of Publication: 1985 
ISBN#:   
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: This novel describes the effects of desegregation on a St.Louis family in the 
late 1950s. The character Dr. Brown's commitment to teaching his children African-
American culture every day reminds readers that America is rich in its diversity, and that 
differences should be appreciated. The novel evokes the time period and place to help 
readers understand the family's experiences and the power of family love. 
 

Missouri Library Association 
Title: Enemy Women 
Author: Paulette Jiles 
Publisher: Morrow 
Date of Publication: 2002 
ISBN#:   
[X] Adults 



Annotation: Set in southeast Missouri during the Civil War, the fictional tale centers on 
the experiences of a teenage girl, Adair Colley, who is denounced as disloyal to the 
Union and sent to a women's prison in St. Louis. 
 

Montana Library Association 
Title: Winter Wheat 
Author: Mildred Walker 
Publisher: University of Nebraska Press 
Date of Publication: 1992 
ISBN#: 0803297416 (pbk) 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: This coming-of-age story about a young Montana woman was nominated for 
a National Book Award when first published in 1944. (Dec.) Written in Great Falls, 
Montana by a young doctor’s wife, Mildred Walker captures a young girl’s coming of 
age during WWII in the golden triangle of Montana agriculture. Selected as the first 
OneBook Montana, this widely read novel captures the immigrant experience, changing 
roles for women in the early 20th century, anti-war and college experiences in the farm 
friendly world on Big Sky Montana. 
 

Montana Library Association 
Title: Till the Cows Come Home 
Author: Jode Icenoggle 
Publisher: Boyds Mills Press 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 156397987X (hardcover) 
[X] Children 
Annotation: A cowboy finds many uses for a piece of leather in this Western retelling of 
a Jewish folktale. 
 

Mountain Plains Library Association 
Title: Sarah, Plain and Tall 
Author: Patricia MacLachlan 
Publisher: HarperTrophy 
Date of Publication: 1987 
ISBN#: 0064402053 
[X] Children 
Annotation: A widowed Midwestern farmer with two children, Anna and Caleb, 
advertises for a wife. Sarah Elisabeth Wheaton, from Maine answers. She comes to visit, 
but is homesick. When she leaves for town, the children fear that she will leave them. 
However, she returns with colored pencils to illustrate the beauty of Maine. While she 
misses her home she tells them, "I would miss you more." The tale explores themes of 
abandonment, loss and love. 
 



Mountain Plains Library Association 
Title: My Antonia 
Author: Willa Cather 
Publisher: Mariner Books 
Date of Publication: September 21, 1995 
ISBN#: 039575514X 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: My Antonia details the building of a Great Plains community while 
transcending the local area to become a story of the communities all across America. 
Describes the hardship and beauty of nineteenth-century pioneer life in Nebraska and 
explores traditional American pioneer values. Antonia, a free-spirited Bohemian 
immigrant, symbolizes the grit and optimism of those coming to America to make a new 
start while keeping their ethnic values. Jim Burden, a Protestant orphan, narrates the 
story. 
 

N  

Nebraska Library Association 
Title: Holding Up the Earth 
Author: Dianne E. Gray 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 0618007032 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: The present meets the past for fourteen-year-old Hope when she visits her 
new foster mother's Nebraska farm. Through old letters, a diary, and stories, she gets a 
vivid picture of the past in the voices of four girls her age who lived there in 1869, 1900, 
1936, and 1960. Awards include: Willa Award 2001 - Young Adult (Women Writing the 
West), Best Books for Young Adults - 2001 (American Library Association), and the 
2002-2003 Golden Sower Nominee (Nebraska Library Association). 
 

Nebraska Library Association 
Title: Delights and Shadows 
Author: Ted Kooser 
Publisher: Cooper Canyon Press 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 1556592019 (tr. pbk.) 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: For more than thirty years Ted Kooser has written poems that deftly bring 
dissimilar things into telling unities. Throughout a long and distinguished writing career 
he has worked toward clarity and accessibility, making poetry as fresh and spontaneous 
as a good watercolor. A gyroscope balanced between a child's hands, a jar of buttons that 
recalls generations of women, and a bird briefly witnessed outside a window -- each 



reveals the remarkable within an otherwise ordinary world. Ted Kooser is the current 
Poet Laureate of the United States and Delights and Shadows won the 2005 Pulitzer Prize 
for Poetry. One of Nebraska's most highly regarded poets, Mr. Kooser teaches as a 
visiting professor at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
 

Nevada Library Association 
Title: The Basque Hotel 
Author: Robert Laxalt 
Publisher: University of Nevada Press 
Date of Publication: 1989 
ISBN#: 0874171458 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Robert Laxalt does an excellent job of taking the reader back to the years of 
Prohibition and places them right in the midst of the lives of a Basque family living in 
Carson City. Pete, the main character, is a boy who experiences several adventures, 
mishaps, and important life lessons throughout the pages of this book. It is an easy read, 
with several enjoyable episodes, and one could simply take it on that surface level. It 
also, however, gives great insight into the conditions that Basques had to deal with living 
in Nevada. It deals with prejudice, family issues, and more in a bitterly nostalgic manner 
that leaves the reader not only entertained, but also pondering the life depicted by Laxalt. 
For anyone interested in Nevada or Basque culture, this is a must read! 
 

Nevada Library Association 
Title: The Gullywasher/El Chaparron Torrencial 
Author: Joyce Rossi 
Publisher: Rising Moon 
Date of Publication: 1995 
ISBN#: 0606198520 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Like cowboy stories 'round the campfire, this Nevada tall tale gleefully turns 
from fact and gallops away with imagination. While watching a storm, a girl nudges her 
grandfather to tell of his range-riding days as a young vaquero. From his reminiscence of 
a "gullywasher"-a severe thunderstorm whose flooding ruts the land-the grandfather spins 
a narrative explaining how the rain wrinkled his skin. Prompted by Leticia's questions, 
Abuelito continues with fantastic accounts of how he got his gray hair, stooped posture 
and rounded paunch (He ate whole corn kernels with a chaser of "hot as fire" chiles. 
"They made the corn pop, pop, pop, and my stomach grew, grew, grew"). Rossi's 
watercolors, with their sunset-after-rain and red-clay-canyon hues, adhere closely to the 
cozy text. A glossary and pronunciation key help with the dozen or so Spanish words that 
pepper the narrative for an authentic Southwestern flavor. 
 

New Hampshire Library Association 
Title: G is for Granite: A New Hampshire Alphabet 



Author: Marie Harris, Karen Busch Holman 
Publisher: Thomson Gale 
Date of Publication: November 1, 2002 
ISBN#: 158536083X 
[X] Children 
Annotation: From Robert Frost and Sara Josepha Hale to the Old Man of the Mountain 
and Tuckerman's Ravine, G is for Granite shares information on the history, geography, 
and state symbols of New Hampshire from A to Z using illustrations and rhyming text. 
 

New Hampshire Library Association 
Title: There are no victors here: a local perspective on the Portsmouth Peace Treaty 
Author: Peter E. Randall 
Publisher: Portsmouth Marine Society 
Date of Publication: October 1, 2002 
ISBN#: 0915819317 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: For about a month in the late summer of 1905, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, 
was at the center of international attention. In this unlikely location, Japan and Russia met 
to negotiate a settlement to a war that was the bloodiest known to date. Portsmouth was 
selected because it was cooler in the summer than Washington, the Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard provided security for discussions, and the Hotel Wentworth offered superb 
accommodations. 
 

New Jersey Library Association 
Title: Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon 
Author: Paula Danziger 
Publisher: G. P. Putnam's Sons 
Date of Publication: 1994 
ISBN#: 0-899-22509-9 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Third graders, Amber and Justin, best friends since preschool, do everything 
together.  They even have a giant chewing gum ball they've been building for a year and a 
half.  Disaster strikes when Justin's dad gets a job in Alabama.  Justin will be moving, 
and Amber thinks he won't miss her at all.  After a fight, Amber must find a way to be 
friends again before it's too late (first in the Amber Brown series). 
 

New Jersey Library Association 
Title: Born Confused 
Author: Tanuja Desai Hidier 
Publisher: Scholastic Press / pbk release by Push 
Date of Publication: 2002 
ISBN#: 0439357624 Hardcover / 0439510112 Reprint Edition 
[X] Young Adults 



Annotation: Caught between her traditional Indian heritage and her modern American 
surroundings, introspective New Jersey teen Dimple Lala learns about friendship and 
love, photography and music, and how to find her own place in a confusing world.  
Simultaneously funny, descriptive, uplifting, and true to life, this title will resonate with 
anyone who has grappled with issues of diversity, identity, and beauty. 
 

New Jersey Library Association 
Title: Boardwalk of Dreams: Atlantic City and the Fate of Urban America 
Author: Bryant Simon 
Publisher: Oxford University Press 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0195167538 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: This book has been praised as "perhaps the finest book ever written about 
Atlantic City." It examines Atlantic City's social history in the twentieth century as it 
progressed from the most popular middle-class resort through its demise in the late 1960s 
and the impact of the 1978 opening of casinos.  The role of segregation and desegregation 
in defining public space and the reasons why gambling has not led to a rebirth of the city 
are deftly analyzed. 
 

New Mexico Library Association 
Title: Arrow to the Sun 
Author: Gerald McDermott 
Publisher: Viking Press 
Date of Publication: 1974 
ISBN#: 0-670-13369-8 
[X] Children 
Annotation: This rendering of a Pueblo Indian myth explains how the spirit of the Lord of 
the Sun was brought to the world of men through the illustrator's use of vibrant southwest 
colors and the qualities of Pueblo art. With rhythmic resonance it shares the Indian 
reverence for the source of all life - the Solar Fire. 
 

New Mexico Library Association 
Title: Bless Me, Ultima 
Author: Rudolfo Anaya 
Publisher: TQS Publications / Warner Books 
Date of Publication: 1991 / 1994 
ISBN#: 0892290021 / 0446517836 (hardcover) 
[X] Adults  
Annotation: This story of a boy growing up in New Mexico in the 1940s represents 
multicultural and mystical aspects of New Mexico and tells a unique story. Bless Me, 
Ultima is quintessentially New Mexican; it could happen nowhere else. Hundreds of 
thousands of copies have sold and numerous relevant study guides have been published. 



 

New York Library Association 
Title: My Side of the Mountain 
Author: Jean Craighead George 
Publisher: E.P. Dutton, 1959 reissued Puffin Books / Penguin Putnam Books for Young 
Readers 
Date of Publication: 1991 / 2001 
ISBN#: 0140348107 / 0141312424 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Young Sam Gribley lives a comfortable life in New York City. But tired of 
urban living, he, with his parents' knowledge, runs away to the Catskills Mountains, 
determined to live on the site of his great-grandparents' old homestead. Leaving the city 
with few possessions, he sets off on the adventure of a lifetime. His initial nights on the 
mountain prove difficult as he struggles to stay warm and find food. Eventually, Sam 
adjusts, learns much about himself and becomes a true backwoodsman, eating off the 
land, making deerskin clothes, hollowing out the base of a large tree to live in and 
becoming part of the wilderness environment. He steals a baby peregrine falcon from its 
nest and adopts the bird he names Frightful. They become inseparable as Frightful helps 
his new 'parent' hunt for food. This is a richly detailed book, filled with tales about living 
off the land. Nonetheless, it requires much suspension of disbelief concerning Sam's 
impressive, albeit somewhat implausible, ability to survive alone in the wilderness and 
his parents' willingness to let him do so. Still, this award-winning book has much to 
appeal to young readers searching for literary adventures. (Bruce Adelson - Children's 
Literature) 
 

New York Library Association 
Title: Harlem Stomp!  A Cultural History of the Harlem Renaissance 
Author: Laban Carrick Hill 
Publisher: Little, Brown & Company 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 0-316-81411-3 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: 2004 National Book Award Finalist, Harlem Stomp! is a breathtaking 
whirlwind tour through this fascinating era. Lavishly designed and illustrated, it's a 
virtual time capsule, packed with poetry, prose, photographs, paintings, and historical 
documents that introduce the amazing lives and work of such notable figures as: Louis 
Armstrong, Aaron Douglas, W. E. B. Du Bois, Duke Ellington, Jessie Fauset, Marcus 
Garvey, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Alain Locke, and Augusta Savage. 
 

New York Library Association 
Title: The Island at the Center of the World 
Author: Russell Shorto 
Publisher: Hardcover, 400 pages Doubleday / Paperback -Vintage 



Date of Publication: March 2004 / April 2005 
ISBN#: 0-385-50349-0 / 1-4000-7867-9 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: The Island at the Center of the World is a landmark work of history that is 
also thrilling storytelling. In this book, Russell Shorto "deconstructs" Manhattan, 
transforming it from the concrete-and-glass center of global power to a wooded 
wilderness island, home to wolves and bear, hunting ground for Indians. On this 
strategically located island, a largely forgotten collection of smugglers, traders, 
prostitutes, pirates, and entrepreneurs formed America's original melting pot, and created 
a society that helped shape the nation that was to come. The Island at the Center of the 
World gives a startling new perspective on American beginnings. 
 

North Carolina Library Association 
Title: T is for Tarheel: A North Carolina Alphabet 
Author: Written by Carol Crane and Illustrated by Gary Palmer 
Publisher: Sleeping Bear Press 
Date of Publication: c. 2003 
ISBN#: 1-58536-082-1 
[X] All ages (picture book with text for young children and adults) 
Annotation: T is for Tarheel: A North Carolina Alphabet is a delightful picture book for 
young and old that spans North Carolina from the Appalachian Mountains to the Yadkin 
River.  Watercolor illustrations accompany each page along with rhymed text and 
detailed sidebars.  Learn about the Wooly Worm Festival, the "Wringing the Chicken's 
Neck" dance, and the mysterious Brown Mountain Lights.  Only authentic Tarheels could 
have created this intimate and fascinating portrait of North Carolina culture. 
 

North Carolina Library Association 
Title: Blood Done Sign My Name 
Author: Timothy B. Tyson 
Publisher: Crown Publishers 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0609610589 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: This is a compellingly riveting first hand account of racial strife in Oxford, 
NC when a local shopkeeper killed a young Black man, Henry Marrow.  The 
narrator/author is the son of the town's Methodist minister and passionately recounts the 
slaying and the aftermath --closed public facilities, burning tobacco warehouses, marches 
in the street and a slow healing for an entire town, Black and White in precise and 
focused analysis. (This book has been nominated for the National Book Award in the 
nonfiction category.  The author is a professor of African American Studies.) 
 

North Dakota Library Association 
Title: If You're Not From the Prairie 



Author: David Bouchard 
Publisher: Aladdin 
Date of Publication: 1998 
ISBN#: 1895714664 
[X] Children 
Annotation: This poetic tribute invites readers to experience the blazing light, cutting 
wind, endless sky, piercing cold, and extraordinary beauty of the prairie. It's a land of 
extremes, as the lyrical text and illustrations make clear, that inspires extreme devotion 
from its hardy inhabitants. 
 

North Dakota Library Association 
Title: Jake's Orphan 
Author: Margaret "Peggy" Brooke 
Publisher: DK Inc. 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 0789426285 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: Jake's Orphan by Peggy Brooke, a winner of the IRA Children's Book 
Award, tells the story of twelve-year-old Tree, an orphan sent to a farm in western North 
Dakota in 1926. Tree tries to please the harsh farmer so he can make a home for himself 
and for his younger brother, who is still at the orphanage. The Bulletin of the Centre for 
Children's Books called Jake's Orphan "a richly satisfying tale ... achingly believable." 
 

North Dakota Library Association 
Title: Peace Like a River 
Author: Leif Enger 
Publisher: Grove/Atlantic 
Date of Publication: 2001 
ISBN#: 087113795X 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: A family's journey is touched by serendipity and the kindness of strangers, 
and they cover territory far more extraordinary than even the Badlands where they search 
for their brother from their Airstream trailer. Peace Like A River is at once a heroic quest, 
a tragedy, a love story, and a haunting meditation on the possibility of magic in the 
everyday world. 
 

O  

Ohio Library Council 
Title: The Prize Winner of Defiance, Ohio 
Author: Terry Ryan 
Publisher: Simon and Schuster 



Date of Publication: 2001 
ISBN#: 0-7432-1123-5 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Terry Ryan's tale is a loving portrait of her mother. With ten kids and an 
alcoholic father money was always hard to come by in the Ryan household. Ms. Ryan's 
mother was a professional "contester", providing for her family by winning dozens of 
contests. The contests of the 1950's and 1960's required a keen wit, a versatile mind, and 
an incredible writing ability. Ms. Ryan captures the spirit of perseverance and 
determination of her mother. 
 

Ohio Library Council 
Title: The People Could Fly: The Picture Book 
Author: Hamilton, Virginia 
Illustrators: Leo & Diane Dillon 
Publisher: Alfred A Knopf 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0375824057 
[X] Children/Young Adults/Adults 
Annotation: This exquisitely presented version of the title story from the late Ms. 
Hamilton's collection The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales brings to a new 
audience the richness and power of the oral tradition. The picture book format allows the 
Dillons to work their magic alongside Hamilton's. The story and the illustrations are full 
of hope and cruelty as they depict the slave escape fantasy in all its heartbreaking detail. 
A masterpiece for everyone. 
 

Oklahoma Library Association 
Title: Walking the Choctaw Road: Stories from Red People Memory 
Author: Tim Tingle 
Illustrators: Cinco Puntos Press 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 0938317741 
[X] Adults 
Annotation:  
These stories, in chronological order recount from "red people memory" the story of the 
Choctaws from Mississippi, to the Trail of Tears into Okla Homma, to modern day tales 
of Tingle's own family. These stories give readers a sense of what it is to be Choctaw. 
 

Oklahoma Library Association 
Title: The Stranger Next Door 
Author: Peg Kehret 
Publisher: Dutton Children's books 
Date of Publication: 2002 
ISBN#: 0525468293 



[X] Children 
Annotation: A clever cat's heroism helps two twelve-year-old boys become friends after 
their families, one of which is in a witness protection program, move to neighboring 
houses in Hilltop, Washington. Kehret's new sleuth, Pete the Cat, helps to solve the 
mystery and save one of the boy's life. 
 

P  

Pacific Northwest Library Association 
Title: Raven: A Trickster Tale from the Pacific Northwest 
Author: Gerald McDermott 
Publisher: Harcourt 
Date of Publication: 1993 
ISBN#: 0152656618 
[X] Children 
Annotation: This beautifully crafted tale presents Native American traditions of man's 
interaction with the Creator through nature and the transformative power of myth.  In this 
story, Raven steals light from the Sky Chief and brings it to people.  Gerald McDermott's 
Caldecott honor award winning illustrations effectively emulate Pacific Northwest Native 
American design. 
 

Pacific Northwest Library Association 
Title: Whale Talk 
Author: Chris Crutcher 
Publisher: Greenwillow 
Date of Publication: 2001 
ISBN#: 0688180191 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: T.J. Jones is an adopted, mixed race teen: "The facts. I'm black. And 
Japanese. And white. Politically correct would be African-American, Japanese-American 
and what? Northern European-American?" Chris Crutcher's wise and compassionate 
story is full of the intensity of athletic competition, hair-raising incidents of child abuse, 
and lessons of difference and dignity.  Chris Crutcher is a popular YA author who grew 
up in a small town in Idaho and currently resides in Washington state. 
 

Pacific Northwest Library Association 
Title: The Toughest Indian in the World 
Author: Sherman Alexie 
Publisher: Atlantic Monthly Press 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 0871138018 
[X] Adults 



Annotation: These aren't stories about the Indian Condition; they're stories about Indians-
-urban and reservation, street fighters and yuppies, husbands and wives.  Sherman Alexie 
is a Spokane/Coeur d'Alene Indian who grew up on the Spokane Indian Reservation in 
Wellpinit, Washington.  He writes with passion, wit, and tenderness. 
 

Pennsylvania Library Association 
Title: Growing Up in Coal Country 
Author: Susan Campbell Bartoletti 
Publisher: Houghton Mifflin 
Date of Publication: 1996 
ISBN#: 0395778476 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Using the voices and photographs of those who immigrated to mining 
country to find work and a new life, native Pennsylvanian Bartoletti makes the lives of 
real children in historical Pennsylvania accessible to today's children.  Winner of the 
Pennsylvania Library Association's Carolyn Field Award and the Jane Addams Children's 
Book Award. 
 

Pennsylvania Library Association 
Title: Maniac Magee 
Author: Jerry Spinelli 
Publisher: Little 
Date of Publication: 1990 
ISBN#: 0-316-80722-2 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: Jeffrey "Maniac" Magee becomes the stuff of legends after he moves to a 
small Pennsylvania town divided by race.  Carol Otis Hurst calls this Newbery Medal 
winner a book "about prejudice and love and home and fear and understanding." 
 

Pennsylvania Library Association 
Title: Killer Angels 
Author: Michael Shaara 
Publisher: Modern Library 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0679643249 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1975, this realistic historical novel 
depicts the four emotional and horrible days of the Civil War's Battle of Gettysburg from 
the perspective of both armies' commanders. 
 



R 

REFORMA  
Title: Cuadros de Familia 
Author: Carmen Lomas Garza 
Publisher: Rebound by Sagebrush 
Date of Publication: 1998 
ISBN#: 0613993799 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Family Pictures is the story of Carmen Lomas Garza's girlhood: celebrating 
birthdays, making tamales, finding a hammerhead shark on the beach, picking cactus, 
going to a fair in Mexico, and confiding to her sister her dreams of becoming an artist. 
These day-to-day experiences are told through fourteen vignettes of art and a descriptive 
narrative, each focusing on a different aspect of traditional Mexican American culture. 
 

REFORMA  
Title: The Jumping Tree 
Author: René Saldaña, Jr. 
Publisher: Delacorte Press 
Date of Publication: 2001 
ISBN#: 0385327250 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: The stories in this book follow Rey through 6th to 8th grade in a Texas town 
close to the Mexican border. Some of his struggles to navigate the Anglo and Mexican 
worlds, to become a proud Chicano man, are summed up by his friend Felipe, who 
caused a notable incident during their school play:  "Life's about getting things done one 
way or the other... not about crying when things don't go your way, vatos. It ain't about 
running offstage when you show all your privates to the world. The show must go on."   
There had to be more to being a man than acting tough and getting into trouble. I knew 
Felipe had it. 'Apá and Tío Angel had it. I wanted it, now I just needed to find out how to 
get it.  Readers can see that Rey is, indeed, well on his way to "getting it." 
 

Rhode Island Library Association  
Title: The Black Regiment of the American Revolution 
Author: Linda Crotta Brennan 
Publisher: North Kingston, RI : Moon Mountain Publications 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 1931659060 
[X] Children 
Annotation: The Black Regiment of Rhode Island was one of the best units of fighting 
men in the American Revolution. Linda Crotta Brennan describes, in clear and simple 
prose, how African American slaves became part of this select Black Regiment. She 
details how and where they fought, and how, if they survived, they earned their freedom. 



(A boon that often was not granted to members of their families.) The illustrations (by 
Cheryl Kirk Noll), reproductions of old maps, muster rolls and frequent side bars, help 
this era of Rhode Island's and America's history, come alive. 
 

Rhode Island Library Association  
Title: Something Upstairs: a Tale of Ghosts 
Author: Avi 
Publisher: New York: Orchard Books 
Date of Publication: 1988 
ISBN#: 0531057828 
[X] Young Adults 
Annotation: Kenny can't believe his parents are moving - to Rhode Island of all places! 
The first time Kenny sees Providence it looks old and narrow and crowded - so 
completely different from his green and growing Los Angeles. And their new home - The 
Daniel Stillwell House, Built in 1789 - even its name sounds stuffy. Things begin to 
brighten, however, when Kenny learns he is to have the larger attic room all to himself. 
And when Caleb, the ghost of a teenage slave killed in the early 1800's, shows up and 
asks Kenny to solve his murder, Kenny's adventures (and ours), begin. 
 

Rhode Island Library Association  
Title: An Ornithologists Guide to Life: Stories 
Author: Ann Hood 
Publisher: New York :  W.W. Norton 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0393059006 
[X] Adults 
Annotation: A book of 11 short stories that are varied and affecting. From Total Cave 
Darkness, which tells the tale of an alcoholic and a young minister who take off on a road 
trip together, to the last story, actually entitled An Ornithologists Guide to Life, about a 
young girl whose bird watching hobby expands to include watching family and friends as 
well, all the stories in this volume are first rate. Ann Hood's strength is in dialogue and 
descriptions and these stories, though filled with folk we might not necessarily like, are 
also filled with wonderfully crafted word pictures that leave you wondering about the 
characters and their lives. 
 

S 

South Carolina Library Association  
Title: Down by the Riverside: A South Carolina Slave Community 
Author: Joyner, Charles W. 
Publisher: Urbana: University of Illinois Press 
Date of Publication: 1984 



ISBN#: 0252010582 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: Joyner's cultural history of slave life on coastal South Carolina rice 
plantations has become a classic, included as required reading for antebellum courses at 
major universities throughout the nation.  Using in-depth personal interviews with 
residents and extensive research including censuses, Federal Writer's Project oral history 
recordings and plantation records, Joyner presents a fascinating, richly-detailed picture of 
daily life, folklore and customs that have continued through generations of African-
Americans in All Saints Parish, South Carolina. 
 

South Carolina Library Association  
Title: I Thought My Soul Would Rise and Fly: The Diary of Patsy, a Freed Girl, Mars 
Bluff, South Carolina, 1865 
Author: Hansen, Joyce 
Publisher: Scholastic 
Date of Publication: 1997 
ISBN#: 0590849131 
[X] Children 
Annotation: When the Civil War ends in 1865, Patsy stays on at the South Carolina 
plantation where she was once a slave, hoping to reunite with her family.  She is 
overjoyed to be free at last, especially since she has learned to read.  When a teacher who 
is supposed to arrive at the plantation is delayed, Patsy steps up and helps the plantation's 
other newly freed slaves learn to read and write. 
 

South Dakota Library Association  
Title: The Long Winter 
Author: Laura Ingalls Wilder; illustrated by Garth Williams 
Publisher: HarperCollins (revised edition) 
Date of Publication: 1953 
ISBN#: 0060264616  Hardcover 
[X] Children 
Annotation: Pioneer life is stunningly portrayed through the story of the Ingalls family, 
who struggle to survive during the hard winter of 1880-1881. Blizzards prevent supply 
trains from reaching their town in Dakota Territory. With no coal and a dwindling supply 
of food, the Ingalls and their neighbors face freezing and starvation. 
 

South Dakota Library Association  
Title: The Life and Death of Crazy Horse 
Author: Russell Freedman illustrated by Amos Bad Heart Bull 
Publisher: Holiday House 
Date of Publication: 1996 
ISBN#: 0823412199 
[X] Young Adult 



Annotation: Award-winning author Russell Freedman presents a riveting account of the 
life of Crazy Horse, a complex, charismatic Lakota warrior. The high plains of South 
Dakota, Wyoming, and Montana provide the setting for the turbulent life of this 
courageous leader who led his people as they fought the encroaching white man and 
resisted being forced into reservations. Pencil drawings by Amos Bad Heart Bull, cousin 
of Crazy Horse, contain depictions of battles, buffalo hunts and tribal customs. 
 

South Dakota Library Association  
Title: The Work of Wolves 
Author: Kent Meyers 
Publisher: Harcourt 
Date of Publication: 2004 
ISBN#: 0151010579  Hardcover 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: An astute horse trainer incurs wrath when he agrees to train horses for a 
powerful land baron. When the trainer and the land baron's wife fall in love, revenge is 
extracted by hiding and starving the horses that have been so lovingly trained.  Conflict 
between the Lakota culture and established ranchers, as well as themes of greed, duty, 
and responsibility among the generations, contribute to this gratifying and intriguing 
South Dakota novel. 
 

Southeastern Library Association  
Title: Gap Creek The Story of a Marriage 
Author: Robert Morgan 
Publisher: Scribner 
Date of Publication: 1999 
ISBN#: 0-7432-0363-1 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: Robert Morgan follows in the tradition of Harriette Arnow, Lee Smith, and 
Wilma Dykeman in creating a strong mountain woman Julie Harmon. He wanted to 
preserve the lifestyle of his grandmother who died when he was young. He is a poet and 
his descriptive power comes through as he recounts a life centered on hard work and love 
set in the beauty of Appalachia. 
 

Southeastern Library Association 
Title: To Kill a Mockingbird 
Author: Harper Lee 
Publisher: Warner Books 
Date of Publication: 1960 reissue 1988 
ISBN#: 0446310786 
[X] Young Adult 
Annotation: Set in Maycomb, Alabama in the 1930's, the novel details life in a small 
Southern town through the eyes of a child Scout Finch. During a three year period Harper 



Lee describes daily life in contrast with the arrest and trial of a black man for raping a 
while woman. This Pulitzer Prize winning book lets people see what the South and its 
citizens are really like. 
 

T 

Tennessee Library Association  
Title: Weaver's Daughter 
Author: Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
Publisher: Delacorte Press 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 0-385-32769-2 
[X] Children 
Annotation: In 1791, Lizzy and her family live in the Southwest Territory (now 
Tennessee). Pioneer life is hard but filled with simple pleasures. Lizzy longs to grow up 
to be a weaver like her mother, but every autumn Lizzy gets sick. Neither the doctor nor 
the midwife knows what is wrong or how to cure her. Can Lizzy survive her next 
illness?When fear threatens to overwhelm her, she learns an important truth about facing 
life, even in the shadow of death. 
 

Tennessee Library Association  
Title: Tennessee A Bicentennial History 
Author: Wilma Dykeman 
Publisher: W.W. Norton & Company 
Date of Publication: 1975 
ISBN#: 0-393-05555-8 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: Tennessee, the long, thin state stretching from the Great Smoky Mountains 
to the Mississippi River, is as richly varied in history as in terrain. Its colorful frontier 
image began in 1540 when Spaniards struggled along the riverbanks near present-day 
Memphis and continued as Union and Confederate armies fought back and forth across 
the state. The frontier spirit has created a unique character with both possibilities and 
problems for its citizens. The state's fascinating story is told in this vivid portrayal by one 
of Tennessee's most impressive historians. 
 

Texas Library Association  
Title: Family Pictures/Cuadros de familia 
Author: Carmen Lomas Garza 
Publisher: Children's Book Press 
Date of Publication: 1990 
ISBN#: 0892390506 
[X] Children 



Annotation: Welcome to Carmen Lomas Garza's cherished childhood, depicted so 
lovingly in this bilingual book. The author grew up close to the Mexican border in 
Kingsville, Texas in a predominantly Latino community, where she dreamed of one day 
becoming an artist. She treats the reader into her growing up years and we catch of 
glimpse of a birthday celebration, tamale making and eating watermelon on the porch. 
Garza's paintings alternate with the text. 
 

Texas Library Association  
Title: Is this forever, or what? : poems & paintings from Texas 
Author: Selected by Naomi Shihab Nye 
Publisher: Greenwillow Books 
Date of Publication: c2004 
ISBN#: 0-06-051179-6 
[X] Young Adult 
Annotation: This beautifully presented volume of poetry and art by Texans and former 
Texans illustrates experiences at once unique and universal. Texans will recognize the 
images and feelings, and outsiders will wish they knew. 
 

Texas Library Association  
Title: Vatos 
Author: Jose Galvez 
Publisher: Cinco Puntos Press 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 0938317520 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: Combining sepia-toned photographs with an accompanying poem, 
photographer Jose Galvez and writer Luis Alberto Urrea have crafted a tribute to Latino 
men everywhere as they appear in their roles of sons, fathers, brothers, and lovers. 
 

U 

Utah Library Association  
Title: The Great Brain 
Author: John Dennis Fitzgerald 
Publisher: New York: Dial Books for Young Readers 
Date of Publication: 1967 
ISBN#: 0803725906 
[X] Children’s 
Annotation: The best con man in Utah is only ten years old. Tom, a.k.a., the Great Brain, 
is a silver-tongued genius with a knack for turning a profit. When the Jenkins boys get 
lost in Skeleton Cave, the Great Brain saves the day. Whether it's saving the kids at 
school, or helping out Peg-leg Andy, or Basil, the new kid at school, the Great Brain 



always manages to come out on top-and line his pockets in the process. The adventures of 
T.D. (Tom), as told by his admiring younger brother J.D., are as fresh and entertaining 
today as they were 35 years ago. 
 

Utah Library Association  
Title: Great & Peculiar Beauty: A Utah Reader 
Author: ed. Thomas Lyon and Terry Tempest Williams 
Publisher: Salt Lake City: Gibbs Smith 
Date of Publication: 1995 
ISBN#: 0879056916 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: Published on the occasion of Utah's centennial, this wonderful compilation 
of Utah literature includes almost 150 poems, personal, and imaginative writings by more 
than 130 Utah writers. A true sense of place is recorded as Lyon and Williams work from 
the premise that "our literature celebrates our landscape." The range of history and of 
beauty presented in these pages provides myriad facets of Utah's literary inhabitants. 
 

V 

Vermont Library Association  
Title: Justin Morgan Had a Horse 
Author: Marguerite Henry 
Publisher: Simon & Schuster Children's Publishing 
Date of Publication: October 1, 2002 
ISBN#: 0689852797 
[X] Children 
Annotation: In this novel, Justin Morgan receives an ordinary little colt in payment for a 
debt that he was owed, and the horse, later called Justin Morgan after his original owner, 
works hard in the Vermont wilderness clearing roads, plowing, and dragging logs; he is 
also an excellent racer and participates in pulling contests. After suffering for years under 
another cruel master, he is rescued and later ridden by President Monroe in a parade at 
Burlington. His descendants are called Morgans and the line is proudly called an 
American breed. 
 

Vermont Library Association  
Title: Hands on the Land: a History of the Vermont Landscape 
Author: Jan Albers 
Publisher: The MIT Press; 1st ed edition 
Date of Publication: February 25, 2000 
ISBN#: 0262011751 
[X] Adult 



Annotation: This is a lively and insightful study of the geography and history of 
Vermont. Albers weaves historical facts and events and shows how they contributed to 
the formation of a serene yet changing modern landscape. 
 

Virginia Library Association  
Title: Misty of Chincoteague 
Author: Marguerite Henry 
Publisher: Rand McNally 
Date of Publication: 1947 (Simon & Schuster Children's Publishing, 1990) 
ISBN#: 0027436225 
[X] Children 
Annotation: A timeless children's classic, this 1948 Newbery Honor Book tells the true 
story of the wild ponies of Assateague and Chincoteague, beautiful islands located off the 
coast of Virginia, through the eyes of two children who want a pony of their own. Their 
adventures with Phantom and her foal Misty began a series of well loved books. The 
annual Pony Penning event dates back to the 1700's and still goes on today. 
 

Virginia Library Association  
Title: In My Father's House 
Author: Ann Rinaldi 
Publisher: Scholastic 
Date of Publication: 1993 
ISBN#: 0590447319 
[X] Young Adult 
Annotation: This historical novel, a 1994 ALA Best Book for Young Adults, features one 
of Rinaldi's strong female protagonists, Oscie Mason, who matures against the backdrop 
of the Civil War. Oscie's stepfather is Will McLean and their farm in Manassas, Virginia, 
is the site of the first major Civil War battle. Moving to escape the war, the McLean 
family is in Appomattox in 1865 where Generals Lee and Grant end the war in their 
parlor. 
 

Virginia Library Association  
Title: The Known World 
Author: Edward P. Jones 
Publisher: Amistad 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 0060557540, 0060557559 (pbk.) 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: Winner of the 2004 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and a 2004 Library of Virginia 
Literary Award, this novel provides an unusual perspective on an issue at the heart of 
Virginia history. In antebellum Virginia, Henry Townsend owns a farm and 30 some 
slaves. Ironically, Townsend is a former slave himself and has learned cruelty from his 



former master. Townsend's death precipitates the collapse of his plantation and mirrors 
that of the "known world" beyond. 
 

W 

Washington Library Association  
Title: One Stick Song 
Author: Alexie, Sherman 
Publisher: Hanging Loose Press 
Date of Publication: 2000 
ISBN#: 1882413768 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: 22 stories, songs and poems by a very well-known member of the Spokane 
Tribe provide insight into modern Native American life. 
 

Washington Library Association  
Title: At the Plate with Ichiro 
Author: Stout, Glenn 
Publisher: Little Brown 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 0316136794 
[X] Children’s 
Annotation: Biography of one of Japan's biggest baseball stars who came to Seattle and 
charmed fans of all races with his responsibility and sportsmanship as well as his skills as 
he became the first Japanese player in Major League Baseball. 
 

West Virginia Library Association  
Title: When I Was Young in the Mountains 
Author: Cynthia Rylant; illustrated by Diane Goode 
Publisher: Dutton 
Date of Publication: 1982 
ISBN#: 0140548750  
[X] Children's 
Annotation: This Caldecott Honor Book is based on Rylant's childhood memories of 
Cool Ridge, West Virginia. The simple pleasures and comforts of family life in the 
Appalachian Mountains are presented through lyrical text and lovely illustrations that 
capture the quiet beauty of the state.  It continues to be popular with both children and 
adults. 
 

West Virginia Library Association  
Title: The Midwife's Tale 



Author: Gretchen Moran Laskas 
Publisher: Dial Press 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 0-385-33551-2 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: Gretchen Laskas' first novel is the story of a third-generation midwife and 
her relationships with her mother and grandmother.  The characters are skillfully drawn 
in this engaging story, but the book's greatest strength is the period detail that transports 
the reader to another time and place.  Set in central West Virginia between the World 
Wars, the depiction of town and mountain life and the details of herbal lore ring true. 
 

Wisconsin Library Association  
Title: Orchard: A Novel 
Author: Larry Watson 
Publisher: Random House 
Date of Publication: 2003 
ISBN#: 037550723x 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: Orchard is a beautifully crafted novel set in 1950s Door County, Wisconsin. 
It deals with the tragic relationships between a gifted but self-obsessed artist, his patient 
wife, his model/muse and her jealous husband. 
 

Wyoming Library Association  
Title: The Virginian 
Author: Owen Wister 
Publisher: Simon & Schuster 
Date of Publication: 2002 ed. 
ISBN#: 0743238028 
[X] Adult 
Annotation: The Virginian (1902) is Owen Wister's popular romance, and is credited as 
the "first great novel of American literature" and "the most significant shaping influence 
on the Western genre." Set in the harsh Wyoming territory, the novel revolves around the 
Virginian, a solitary man, and his love for a school teacher. A classic example of good 
versus evil with a Western flair. 
 

Wyoming Library Association  
Title: When Esther Morris Headed West 
Author: Connie N. Wooldridge 
Publisher: Holiday House, Inc. 
Date of Publication: 2001 
ISBN#: 082341597x 
[X] Children 



Annotation: Esther Morris was an activist for women's suffrage who moved to the 
Wyoming territory in 1869. Around this time, the legislature voted in favor of women's 
suffrage--a first for the United States. Morris ran for Justice of the Peace and was the first 
woman in the U.S. to hold public office. Described as rollicking and inspiring, this title 
includes frontier anecdotes, watercolor illustrations, and humorous prose. 


