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More About Using Documentary Books for Reluctant Readers  
 
Below are articles about the use of visual images, in the form of picture books for young 
children, graphic novels for reluctant readers, and wordless books and photographs that 
address the use of a visual art form as a reading motivation tool. The research, especially 
in the area of picture books, is extensive. My theory, and I have seen it in practice, is that 
documentary photography books, serving as picture books for reluctant YA readers, work 
the same magic that picture books and graphic novels have already proven to do. 
 
Graphic Novels 
 
McTaggart, Jacquie Using comics and graphic novels to encourage reluctant readers 
Reading Today Oct/Nov2005 23(2):46. 
 
Schwarz, Gretchen Expanding literacies through graphic novels English Journal Jul2006, 
95(6):58-64. 
 
Schwarz, Gretchen E. Graphic novels for multiple literacies Journal of Adolescent & 
Adult Literacy, Nov2002, 46(3):262. 
 
Versaci, Rocco How Comic Books Can Change the Way Our Students See Literature: 
One Teacher's Perspective English Journal, Nov2001, 91(2):61. 
 
Weiner, Stephen, Gallo, Don Bold Books for Innovative Teaching English Journal, 
Nov2004, 94(2):114-117. 
 
Weiner, Steve Comics for the Classroom School Library Journal, May2003, 49(5):32. 
 
Picture Books 
 
Anstey, Michele 'It's not all black and white': Postmodern picture books and new 
literacies Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, Mar2002, 45(6):444. 
 
Burke, Anne; Peterson, Shelley Stagg A Multidisciplinary Approach to Literacy through 
Picture Books and Drama English Journal, Jan2007, 96(3):74-79. 
 
Cruz, Bárbara C. Stories for Afar: Using Children's and Young Adult Literature to Teach 
about Latin America Social Education, May/Jun2007, 71(4):170-176. 
 
Dean, Deborah; Grierson, Sirpa Re-envisioning reading and writing through combined-
text picture books Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, Mar2005, 48(6):456-468. 
 
Farris, Pamela J. and Carol J. Fuhler Developing social studies concepts through picture 
books Reading Teacher, Feb94, 47(5):380. 
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Heitman, Jane Using Picture Books to Teach Writing Skills Library Media Connection, 
Apr/May2005, 23(7):36-38. 
 
Hurst, Carol Otis Picture books in the middle school Teaching PreK-8, Nov/Dec97, 
28(3):50. 
 
Landt, Susan M. Using Picture Books to Arouse Interest in the Study of Geographic 
Areas Social Studies, Jan2007, 98(1):9-12. 
 
Meyerson, Peter M. Using Children’s Picture Books as Tools to Facilitate 
Undergraduates’ Learning College Teaching, Summer2006, 54(3):259-262. 
 
Monhardt, Leigh; Monhardt, Rebecca Creating a Context for the Learning of Science 
Process Skills Through Picture Books Early Childhood Education Journal, Aug2006, 34 
(1):67-71. 
 
Pearson, Molly Blake Speaking to Their Hearts: Using Picture Books in the History 
Classroom Library Media Connection, Nov2005, 24(3):30-32. 
 
Strasser, Janis and Holly Seplocha Using Picture Books To Support Young Children's 
Literacy Childhood Education, Summer2007, 83(4): 219-224. 
 
Wolfenbarger, Carol Driggs and Lawrence R. Sipe A Unique Visual and Literary Art 
Form: Recent Research on Picture books Language Arts, Jan2007, 84(3):273-280. 
 
Zambo, Debby Using the picture book Thank You, Mr. Falker to understand struggling 
readers Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, Mar2005, 48(6):502-512. 
 
Visual Literacy 
 
Abilock, Debbie A Seven-Power Lens on 21st –century literacy : Instilling Cross-
Disciplinary Visual, News Media, and Information-Literacy Skills Multimedia Schools, 
Nov2003, 10(6):30.  
 
Bromley, Helen A question of talk : young children reading pictures Reading, Jul2001,  
35(2):62.  
 
Burns, Mary A thousand words : promoting teachers’ visual literacy skills MultiMedia & 
Internet@Schools, Jan/Feb2006, 13(1):16-20. 
 
Callow, Jon Images, politics and multiliteracies : using a visual metalanguage Australian 
Journal of Language and Literacy, 2006, 29(1): 7-23. 
 
Cesarone, Bernard Visual literacy : learn to see, see to learn Childhood Education, 
Fall2005, 82(1):58. 
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Cesarone, Bernard Integrating visual and verbal literacies in the early childhood 
classroom Childhood Education, Fall2005, 82(1):60. 
 
Cesarone, Bernard What do I see? What do I think? What do I wonder? (STW) : A visual 
literacy strategy to help emergent readers focus on storybook illustration Childhood 
Education, Fall2005, 82(1):60. 
 
Cesarone, Bernard Visual literacies and school libraries Childhood Education, Fall2005,  
82(1):60. 
 
Douglis, Philip N. Telling stories with portraits Communication World, Nov/Dec2005,  
22(6):4-12. 
 
Edwards, Carolyn Pope and Linda Mayo Willis Integrating Visual and Verbal Literacies 
in the Early Childhood Classroom Early Childhood Education Journal, Jun2000, 
27(4):259. 
 
Farmer, Lesley I see, I do : persuasive messages and visual literacy MultiMedia and 
Internet@Schools Jul/Aug2007, 14(4):30-33. 
 
Gomez, Dina S. The power of visuals NEA Today May2002, 20(8):44. 
 
Gustafson, Chris What librarians can do if kids don’t pass the state reading tests Library 
Media Connection, Feb.2007, 25(5):22-23.  
 
Hancock, Marjorie R. Art Styles in Picture Books: A Window into Visual Literacy Book 
Links, Sep2007, 17(1):49-52. 
 
Hoffmann, Gregg Visual literacy needed in the 21st century ETC: A Review of General 
Semantics Summer, 2000, 57(2):219. 
 
Jakes, David Web 2.0 and the new visual literacy Technology & Learning, Apr2007,  
27(9):21. 
 
Kennedy, Randy The arts may aid literacy, study says New York Times, 7/27/2006,  
155(53653):E1-E8. 
 
McMichael, Matthew Teaching with images : Lincoln and African Americans OAH 
Magazine of History, Oct2007, 21(4):37-40. 
 
McVicker, Claudia J. Comic strips as a text structure for learning to read Reading 
Teacher Sep2007, 61(1):85-88. 
 
Lesy, Michael Visual literacy The Journal of American History, June2007,  94(1):43-153. 
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McLester, Susan Integrating visual literacy Technology & Learning, Oct2006, 27(3):28-
30. 
 
McPherson, Keith Visual literacy and school libraries Teacher Librarian Dec2004, 
32(2):58-59. 
 
Metros, Susan et al. Visual literacy : an institutional imperative Educause Review, 
May/June2006, 41(3):80-81. 
 
Natharius, David The more we know, the more we see : the role of visuality in media 
literacy American Behavioral Scientist, Oct2004, 48(2):238-247. 
 
Petit, Laurence Alchemy of the word and the image : towards a new “iconographic” of 
postmodern culture English Language Notes, Fall/Winter2006, 44(2):313-321. 
 
Rezabek, Landra L. Why visual literacy : consciousness and convention TechTrends : 
Linking Research & Practice, 49 (3):19-20. 
 
Snavely, Loanne Visual images and information literacy Reference & User Services 
Quarterly, Fall2005, 45(1):27-32. 
 
Walkup, Nancy Visual culture School Arts, Feb2007, 106(6):4. 
 
Walsh, Maureen The 'textual shift': Examining the reading process with print, visual and 
multimodal texts Australian Journal of Language & Literacy, Feb2006, 29(1):24-37. 
 
Williams, T. Lee “Reading” the painting : exploring visual literacy in the primary grades 
Reading Teacher, Apr2007, 60(7):636-642). 
 
Wordless Books and Photographs 
 
Borgia, Laurel, Horack, Deborah and Therese Kiley Terrific Teaching Tips Illinois 
Reading Council Journal, Spring2005, Vol. 33(2):52-55. 
 
Brozo, William G. Bridges to Literacy for Boys Educational Leadership, Sep2006, Vol. 
64(1):71-74. 
 
Cassady, Judith K. Wordless books: No-risk tools for inclusive middle-grade classrooms 
Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy, Mar98, Vol. 41(6):428. 
 
Novelli, Joan Picture books: A terrific teaching tool Instructor-Intermediate, Mar1998, 
Vol. 107(6):2. 
 
Trinkle, Catherine Language Arts: Teaching Prediction and Questioning Strategies by 
Using Wordless Picture Books School Library Media Activities Monthly, Nov2006, 
23(3):11-12. 
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Pozzer-Ardenghi, Lilian and Wolff-Michael Roth Making sense of photographs Science 
Education Mar2005 89(2):219-241. 
 
Publishers: 
 
Algora Publishing 
222 Riverside Dr., Suite 16D 
New York, NY 10025-6809 
http://www.algora.com 
 
Aperture 
547 West 27th St., 4th Flr. 
New York, NY 10001 
www.aperture.org 
 
Artisan, Division of Workman Publishing Co. 
225 Varick St. 
Flr. 9 
New York, NY 10014-4381 
http://workman.com 
 
BBC Worldwide 
Woodlands 
80 Wood Lane 
London, W12 0TT GBR 
http://www.bbcworldwide.com/ 
 
Bulfinch Press 
Time & Life Bldg. 
1271 Ave. of the Americas 
New York, NY 1002 
http://www.twbookmark.com/arts/index.html 
 
Chelsea Green Publishing 
85 N. Main St., Suite 120 
White River Junction, VT 05001 
http://www.chelseagreen.com 
 
Chronicle Books 
680 Second St. 
San Francisco, CA 94107 
www.chroniclebooks.com 
 
Cornerhouse Publications 
70 Oxford St 
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Manchester, M1 5NH GBR 
http://www.cornerhouse.org/publications 
  
Da Capo Press, Inc. 
11 Cambridge Ctr. 
Cambridge, MA 02142 
http://www.perseusbooksgroup.com 
 
DK Publishing 
241 S. Hudson Ave., No. 18 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
http://www.dk.com/ 
 
Feierabend-Verlag OHG 
Mommsenstrasse 43 
Berlin, 10629 DEU 
http://www.feierabend-verlag.com 
 
Firefly 
8514 Long Canyon Dr. 
Austin, TX 
www.fireflybooks.com 
 
Flammarion et Cie 
4 rue Casimir-Delavigne 
Paris, 75066 FRA 
http://editions.flammarion.com/accueil/ 
 
HarperCollins Publishers 
10 E. 53rd St. 
New York, NY 10022-5299 
http://www.harpercollins.com 
 
Harry N. Abrams 
115 West 18th St. 
New York, NY 10011 
www.hnabooks.com 
 
Henry Holt 
115 W. 18th St., 5th Flr. 
New York, NY 10011 
http://www.henryholt.com 
 
Hugh Lauter Levin Associates 
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9 Burr Rd. 
Westport, CT 06880-4220 
http://www.hlla.com 
 
I.B. Tauris & Company, Ltd. 
6 Salem Rd 
London, W2 4BU GBR 
http://www.ibtauris.com 
 
Kodansha International 
Otowa YK Building, 17-14 Otowa 1-Chome Bunkyo-ku 
Tokyo, 112-8652 JPN 
http://www.Kodansha-intl.com 
 
Lonely Planet Publications 
150 Linden St. 
Oakland, CA 94607 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com 
 
National Geographic 
1145 17th St., NW 
Washington, DC 20036 USA 
http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/gateway/114/105.html 
 
Paragon Press 
991 Ridge West Dr. 
Windsor, CO 80550 
www.paragon-press.com 
 
Phaidon Press 
Regents Wharf 
All Saints Street 
London, N1 9PA GBR 
http://www.phaidon.com 
 
Phantom House 
P.O.Box 6385 
Marion Sq., Wellington, NZL 
www.phantomhouse.com 
 
PowerHouse Books 
37 Main St. 
Brooklyn, NY 1120 
www.powerhousebooks.com 
 
Rizzoli 
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300 Park Ave., S., 3rd Flr. 
New York, NY 10010 
www.rizzoliusa.com 
 
Smithsonian Books 
750 Ninth St. NW, Suite 4300 
Washington, DC 20560-0950 
http://www.sipress.si.edu/ 
 
Sterling 
387 Park Ave., S. 
New York, NY 10016-8810 
http://www.sterlingpub.com 
 
Taschen 
6671 Sunset Blvd., Suite 1508 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 
www.taschen.com 
 
Thames & Hudson 
500 Fifth Ave. 
New York, NY 10110 
www.thamesandhudsonusa.com 
 
Time Books 
Time & Life Building,1271 Avenue of Americas 
New York, NY 10020 
http://www.time.com/time/bookstore/ 
 
Trolley 
73a Redchurch St 
London, E2 7DJ GBR 
http://www.trolleybooks.com/ 
 
Twin Palms Publishers 
54 1/2 E. San Francisco St. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
www.twinpalms.com 
 

 


