Example of a State Library Letter

In fiscally tough times, some school districts choose to target their school library media program in an effort to trim budgets, yet it is these programs ran by school library media specialists that provide professionally selected, ample school library collections that can be rotated among classrooms and shared by all students in the school. This is the most economic means to provide children with a print rich environment that is necessary to their literacy development. The State Library recognizes that School Libraries are places for learning and need to be staffed by highly qualified professional school library media specialists. Not only are students nurtured, but they learn to love reading, use technology and think critically in school libraries. Certified school librarians should be viewed as essential to students' basic education; they are 'literacy leaders' for students and staff alike. They pave the way for students, and teachers, to find their way through the complexities of the Internet, keep them safe, and help them interpret what they find. 

The State Library urges our school administrators, boards of education and lawmakers to specifically include libraries staffed by certified librarians as part of basic education funding. Please ensure that students in _____________ school districts will have equal access to books, print and electronic resources for learning, and the services of a certified school library media specialist. If we do not have this commitment we are setting our children up for failure in a high tech, knowledge based, global society in which they are growing up.

(Template based on letter sent by Norma Blake, NJ State Librarian. The full letter can be seen at http://newsletter.njstatelib.org/blog/2009/04/08/state-librarian-supports-school-media-specialists/) 
