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Learner and Empowering Learners: Guidelines for School Library Me-
dia Programs 

Be a part of AASL’s exciting new initiative... 

AASL’s new Strategic Goals 
Adopted April 2009 

 
1. Guidelines and Standards—The education community will have a 

shared vision that AASL’s Guidelines and Standards are a model of 
excellence for student learning.   

2. Professional Development—AASL’s professional development 
opportunities are essential, valuable, and available to school library 
media specialists.  

3. Advocacy—All stakeholders understand and recognize that the 
school library media specialist and school library media program 
are essential to teaching and learning.  

4. Community—AASL fosters vibrant, inclusive, accessible, and 
supportive communities for school library media specialists.  

 
AASL President’s Program 

 
Saturday, July 11, 2009 
10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
McCormick Place West 

Room W-184 
 

Ann M. Martin: Welcome  
Cassandra Barnett, President-Elect: Greetings 
Ann M. Martin: President’s Report 
Floyd Pentlin: Treasurer's Report 

Fiscal Year 2009 
(as of 31 May 2009) 

 
Net Asset Balance at Beginning of Fiscal Year:  $ 1,317,052.83 
 
Total Budgeted Revenue for Fiscal Year:   $ 917,360 
 
Total Budgeted Direct Expenses for Fiscal Year:   $ 1,701,580 
 
 YTD* Budgeted / YTD* Actual  
 
Total Revenues $ 759,298.00  / $ 827,860.44  
 
Total Direct Expenses $ 1,328,444.00  / $ 991,839.27 
 
ALA Overhead $ 62,914.00  / $ 69,157.77  
 
Net Revenue (Expense) $ (633,212.00)  / $ (234,288.60)  
 
 

Membership:  Personal – 8,171  Organizational – 531  Corporate -  20 
 
Revenues 
 3 new publications 

Empowering Learners: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs 
Standards for the 21st-Century Learner in Action (Over 1000 copies sold by March) 
School Library Media Programs in Action: Civic Engagement, Social Justices, and Equity 

(Best of KQ). 
 30 licensed institutes (full-day educational workshops) are scheduled for this FY. The institutes are 

AASL School Library Advocacy Institute, Collaborative Leadership, Reading and the Elementary 
School Library Media Specialist, and Reading and the Secondary School Library Media Specialist. 

 Fall Forum sponsorships from Capstone and Linworth somewhat offset a shortfall in Fall Forum 
registrations. 

 There were 31 registrants for the Midwinter institute on advocacy. 
 Salary and benefits from unfilled AASL positions accrue an overall savings. 
 Registration for National Conference in Charlotte is ahead of the numbers registered for Reno at this 

same time. 
 Archive versions of the Learning4Life (L4L) Webinars are available for purchase. 
 
Challenges 
 Registration for Fall Forum was not robust. 
 There was no sponsor for the Research Grant and it will not be offered in 2009. 
 Membership slipped below 9,000 for the first time in almost a decade. ALA dues increase?  
 Retirements? Economy? This number should reverse itself as we go into a conference year. 
 Sponsorships for the 2009 National Conference in Charlotte are sharply down from previous years. 
 Although the total number of exhibiting companies is down, the reduction in square footage is  
 relatively small. 
 Advertising revenue for Knowledge Quest continues to lag. 
 There were not enough pre-registrations for three of the pre-conferences at Chicago and had to be 

cancelled. 
 
Overview 
 There has been a great deal of intellectual property interest in the Standards for the 21st Century. 
 4 Learning4Life (L4L) Webinars were held and were a success in terms of attendance and content. 
 There are a number of online courses being developed and the titles, descriptions, and speakers will 

be unveiled at Annual. 
 The interest in the new standards continues to be very high and members are eager to discuss them. 

ALA Connect may just be the vehicle to facilitate this on a level the organization has not had before. 
 
Submitted by: 

 
 
 
 

Floyd Pentlin, Treasurer 
2008-2011 
 
*YTD=Year to Date 

Treasurer’s Report 

AASL would like to thank the many dedicated volunteers who 
served on our forty-three committees, task forces, and editorial 

boards during the 2008-2009 governance year. Without their un-
wavering support, AASL could not have accomplished so much 

this year. 
  

For complete reports on the work of these groups, please see 
www.ala.org/aasl/committees. 

Literacy Leadership and Librarian Flair: Engaging 
21st-Century Readers with Jacqueline Woodson, 
Laurie Halse Anderson, Alan Lawrence Sitomer 



President’s Report 

Century Learner and will inspire our work with students. Already on its second 
print run this is an essential for any school library media specialist's bookshelf.  

 Empowering Learners: Guidelines for School Library Media Programs, AASL's 
newly released library media program standards, is an essential guide to ensure 
school library media programs address the multiple literacies needed by students to 
succeed in the 21st century. This document provides detailed "actions" school  

 library media specialist should take to keep their programs relevant. 
 Learning4Life (L4L) is a plan to support states, school systems, and individual 

schools preparing to implement the learning standards and guidelines. L4L was  
 released to bring awareness and understanding of the learning standards to library 

stakeholders and gain national implementation of the AASL Standards for the 21st-
Century Learner and related documents. Review the plan at <www.ala.org/aasl/
learning4life>. 

 School Library Media Program Mission was updated and aligned with the new 
learning standards and vision to provide direction for future school library media 
program development. 

 Library Media Specialists Role in Reading Position Statement provides  
 guidance to school library media specialist on how they help with reading strategies 

and literacy projects in their school district. 
 
Professional Development 
 The AASL 2008 Fall Forum, "Assessment, Part II: Constructing and Interpreting 

Viable Tools for Effective Student Learning in the Library Media Center" was held 
October 17–19 at Oak Brook, IL. 

 AASL Pre-Midwinter Institute during ALA 2009 Midwinter Meeting, AASL 
“School Library Advocacy Institute,” was held Friday, January 23, in Denver,  

 Colorado. 
 AASL programs at ALA 2009 Annual Conference provide professional  
 strategies for members to learn and use, including the President's Program on  
 engaging 21st century readers. Three award winning young adult and children's  
 authors, Laurie Halse Anderson, Jacqueline Woodson and Alan Lawrence Sitomer, 

will share ideas on how to inspire students to embrace books, improve  
 competencies, and build lifelong bridges to reading and literacy in the 21st Century. 
 L4L webinar series – To help celebrate School Library Media Month in April, 

AASL presented a four-week series of webinars focused on aspects of the new 
Standards for the 21st-Century Learner, responsibilities, dispositions, and self-
assessment. The well received presenters included Kristin Fontichiaro, Gail  

 Dickinson, Jami Jones, and Marjorie Pappas. 
 Licensed Institute Contract with NY State – ASSL contracted with NY State 

BOCES to present 27 licensed institutes between September 2008 and March 2009 
as part of a LSTA grant from the NYS Education Dept./Library Development.  

 Institutes presented were 3 leadership, 12 secondary reading, 11 elementary read-
ing, and 1 advocacy.  

This year the American Association of School  
Librarians lived up to its mission to "advocate  

excellence, facilitate change and develop leaders in 
the school library media field" by completing  

initiatives and revising the AASL Strategic Plan. The 
report below is organized by the four major goals in 

our strategic plan: Guidelines and Standards,  
Professional Development, Advocacy, and  

Community. 
 

Guidelines and Standards 
 The AASL Standards for the 21st-Century 

Learner in Action was released at ALA 2009 
Midwinter Meetings. This document provides 
support for teaching the essential learning skills 
defined in the AASL Standards for the 21st-

 Intellectual Freedom 3 Year Plan – voted to approve the revised IF 3 Year Plan 
that included professional development sessions/workshops at conference, updated 
and new brochures, blog and forum postings, and AASL Intellectual Freedom 
Learning Community on ALA Connect. 

 Learning4Life: Training4Trainers Summit – Representatives from AASL  
 affiliated organizations from all over the country will convene in Chicago just prior 

to ALA Annual Conference at Learning4Life: Training4Trainers. This day-long 
training summit will provide support for these appointed "L4L Coordinators" as 
they develop customized state-level implementation plans for the new standards 
and guidelines. Verizon Foundation/Thinkfinity gave a generous donation to help 
offset the expense. 

 ELMSS Research Symposium at the AASL 2009 National Conference – "Rev 
Up Research – An ELMSS Research Forum," will launch at the AASL 14th  

 National Conference. This ½-day symposium is designed to focus on the  
 development of  research teams and research questions based on the AASL  
 Standards for the 21st-Century Learner. The symposium will also be offered for 

participation virtually. 
 Best Web sites for Teaching and Learning – The Best Web sites for Teaching 

and Learning Task Force has identified 25 Web sites that are the best for teachers 
to use to develop curriculum. These Web sites foster the qualities of innovation, 
creativity, active participation, and collaboration. They are free, Web-based sites 
that are user-friendly and encourage a community of learners to explore and  

 discover. These Best Web sites and other Landmark sites will be revealed and  
 explored at the task force's program at ALA 2009 Annual Conference. 
 
Advocacy 
 The School Library Media Health & Wellness and Crisis Toolkits are  
 exclusively for school library media programs. These toolkits are targeted to  
 provide step-by-step guidance to support advocate efforts necessitated by the  
 economic downturn and are designed to address the needs of and resources  
 available to school library media specialists to build stakeholder support in their 

programs. These and other toolkits are available at<http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/
divs/aasl/aaslissues/toolkits/toolkits.cfm>. 

 The "School Libraries Count!" longitudinal study released in August 2008  
 revealed that elementary, middle, and high schools are beginning to treat social 

networking tools as an essential part of preparing students for the 21st century. Also 
included in this study are data about staffing and resources. For the final report and 
highlights go to < http://www.ala.org/aasl/slcsurvey>. The study continued  

 annually with almost 6,000 participants in 2009. The 2009 report results will be 
released in Fall 2009. 

 AASL awards continue to emphasize the importance of best practices in school 
librarianship. This year AASL has honored excellence in the profession by actively 
promoting and continuing to select with integrity the eleven awards offered through 
AASL <www.ala.org/aasl/awards>. 

 A Spectrum Scholar, sponsored by AASL, attended the AASL 2008 Fall Forum. 
Kathy Carroll, school library media specialist at Ridge View High School,  

 Columbia, South Carolina, was chosen by AASL and provided funding by Stone 
Arch Books to attend the Fall Forum. 

 Two Emerging Leaders were sponsored by AASL. They were among four  
 Emerging Leaders chosen to develop a "plug and play module" for AASL and 

AASL state affiliates to use when reaching out to non-member professionals. 
Emerging Leaders Stephen Coker, Kerra Middleton, Suzanna Panter, and Dawn 
Zeig were chosen by ALA to complete this project. AASL is sponsoring Suzanna 
Panter and Beth Patin for the 2009 ALA Emerging Leaders program. 

 Alerts from AASL leaders to support efforts to save school library positions and 
programs around the country increased this year. School board members and  

 district superintendents knew that their decisions were being scrutinized on a 
 national stage as well as locally. 
 National Library Legislative Day, May 11-12, on Capitol Hill in Washington 

included a delegation composed of the presidents and executive directors of the 
divisions serving schools, children, and young adults - AASL, ALSC and YALSA. 

 School Library Media Month resources continued to provide advocacy tools and 
visibility for school library media programs. James Patterson, as the official  

 spokesperson, created PSAs for school library media specialists to use in their local 
and school communities. 

 AASL "My First AASL National Conference" Travel Grants – Bound to Stay 
Bound, Inc. provided $22,500 to assist school library media specialists from around 
the country with travel expenses to attend the AASL 14th National Conference & 
Exhibition. A total of thirty grants in the amount of $750 each were given to those 
most in need. Over 125 applications were received. 

 The NY Times 2008 I Love My Librarian Award was awarded to three school 
library media specialists – Paul McIntosh, Jennifer Lankford Dempsey, and AASL 
member, Margaret "Gigi" Lincoln. A letter was sent to each congratulating them on 
the honor. 

 
Community 
 AASL Web site was redesigned and pertinent data was migrated into a more  
 accessible format. 
 AASL Essential Links containing the important resources for members was  
 recreated through a wiki format. This indexed site is designed for flexible updating 

and continuous input. 
 AASL Hotlinks: Information for Indispensible Educational Leaders launched an 

updated format and look. AASL Hotlinks arrives via e-mail with an outline of  
 pertinent articles. These articles are available through a link to the AASL Hotlinks 

Web page. In the community column of AASL Hotlinks are items of importance, as 
well as an RSS feed to the AASL Blog and other AASL social networking tools. 

 AASL Blog was restructured based on the recommendations in the communications 
assessment. The proposed restructuring was approved by the board and the Bylaws 
Committee and includes more active participation by the blog managers and eight 
appointed bloggers to generate dialog. 

 Knowledge Quest articles from AASL's print journal are now available online. 
Members log in to the journal through the Knowledge Quest home page of the 
AASL Web site. 

 Mega Issue: The next mega issue to be addressed was chosen by the AASL Board: 
How can AASL ensure visibility for SLMS in the current movement toward 21st 
Century Skills? 

 
Looking Forward 2009-2010 
 
AASL's 2009 National Conference & Exhibition, "Rev Up Learning @ your library," 
will be held in Charlotte, North Carolina, November 5–8. The opening speaker, danah 
boyd, is an expert on online social network sites and the interdisciplinary research  
related to technology, communication, identity, and social behavior. The closing 
speaker, Marco Torres, is an internationally renowned speaker, filmmaker, and author of 
a wide variety of digital content. Find out more about the conference by going to 
<www.ala.org/aasl/charlotte>. Currently, 2009 registration is exceeding previous confer-
ences this many weeks out with 750 total registrants (553 attendees/197 exhibitors), and 
157 exhibiting vendors to date. 
 
AASL Strategic Plan – AASL's many projects have moved us closed to reaching our 
BHAG (Big Hairy Audacious Goal from Jim Collins' Good to Great): "To achieve  
universal recognition of school library media specialists as indispensable educational 
leaders." 
 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
Ann M. Martin, President 
2008-2009 


