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September 30, 2008

Company Name Here

MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type return address]
[Date]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type recipient’s address]
Dear Sir or Madam:
I understand that difficult decisions must be made when balancing budgets.  In addition, I understand your district is downsizing. As the Chair of the School Board, it is essential that you lead your administration in this process and you recognize the importance school libraries play in graduating students who are skilled in the multiple literacies needed in the 21st century. Saving funds by eliminating certificated school library media specialists reduces student access to strong school library programs and denies equal access for all students to the shared resources and information skills instruction crucial for students to learn and thrive in the 21st century.

Multiple studies have affirmed there is a clear link between school library media programs that are staffed by a school library media specialist and student academic achievement.  Across the United States, research has shown that students in schools with good school libraries learn more, get better grades, and score higher on standardized test scores than their peers in schools without libraries.  The correlation between school librarians and student achievement is tied to a robust collection, a certificated school library media specialist, and a strong program.  Students need the guidance of a reading expert to encourage them to read more and to love reading.  To be proficient and competent citizens, students need to master research techniques, skillful use of the Internet, ethical use of information, cyber-safety, and other skills that are indicative of a strong school library program taught by a certificated school librarian. 

Cutting back on the district's library media program at a time when students need more help with literacy, not less, and more instruction in dealing with the effective use of information could cause a serious effect on your students' achievement.  Certified licensed library media specialists are trained to select excellent resources to encourage student reading and support the curriculum, to give instruction in 21st century skills, and to co-teach with every teacher, every teaching style, and every learning style.  I sincerely hope you will continue to provide your students with library programs in each school led by a full-time certificated school library media specialist.  

As a decision maker, I am hoping you find the means to make a difference for the future of all your students, future wage earners, and future informed citizens by retaining the certificated school library media specialists. Please let me know if I can provide you with more information to assist you.

Sincerely,
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type your name]
MACROBUTTON NoMacro [Click here and type job title]
