
Today school librarians are often in a position where they must defend the value they bring to education. It is important that 
our response delivers focused and compelling messages that resonate with influencers and policy makers and that gain 
broad traction to accelerate the Learning4Life agenda. The American Association of School Librarians (AASL) has adopted 
the Message Box strategy to increase message consistency throughout the school library community.

Many people instinctively use a sheet of bulleted "talking points" to form and remember their messages. We are all taught 
to read and even write in linear fashion, but in verbal communication that foundation breaks down. 

    • The information in talking points usually exceeds the audience absorption capacity – sometimes less really is more. 
    • An old fashioned laundry list is difficult to refer to when speaking and hard to remember when responding to 
       questions under pressure.
    • Lists tend to grow over time – more and more messages are added.  
    • A list intuitively implies that what is stated first is most important.
    •    • A list compels us to start at the top and finish at the bottom – the ultimate act of linearity. 



• Studies have demonstrated that students in schools with strong 
   school library programs learn more, get better grades, and score 
   higher on standardized tests.

• The school library program is the great equalizer for all learners.

• School libraries provide equitable physical and intellectual access to 
   the resources and tools required for learning in a warm, stimulating, 
   and safe environment.    and safe environment. 

                                    • "No society can thrive in a technological, 
                                        knowledge-based economy by depriving 
                                        large segments of its population of learning." 
                                        (Linda Darling-Hammond)

• Strong school library programs create an environment where 
   independent reading is valued, promoted, and encouraged.

• Students who can read and understand text in all formats and all 
   contexts are more successful in school and in life. 

• Reading goes beyond decoding and comprehension to 
   interpretation and development of new understandings.

• A recent survey of teachers reveals that 83% of students most often • A recent survey of teachers reveals that 83% of students most often 
   get their books for independent reading from the school library.

• Multiple literacies, including digital, visual, textual, and technological, 
   have now joined information literacy as crucial skills for this century.

• School libraries are laboratories that allow students to make 
   real-world connections for using independent learning skills in their 
   own life.

• School librarians and classroom teachers collaborate to build 
   independent learning skills into the curriculum.   independent learning skills into the curriculum.

• Students learn more effectively if they understand 
   how they learn and how to manage their own 
   learning.

• School librarians provide instruction on the ethical and legal policies 
   and practices of information use.

• School librarians teach students to seek diverse perspectives.

• School librarians create opportunities for students to practice using 
   social tools responsibly and safely.

• School librarians help students develop skills in sharing knowledge 
   and learning, both in face-to-face situations and through technology.   and learning, both in face-to-face situations and through technology.
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